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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

The Confular State of Rome, from the Begin- 
ning of that Government, to the Burning of 
the City by the Gauls. 

S E C T. I. 

From the Expulfion of the Tarquins to the Death of 
Coriolanus. 
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O M E enjoyed profound peace in the beginning ^ he confuh 
of the new government. The army which had an J people 
ferved under Tarquin before Ardea, having re- /wear, that 
turned to the city, the confute, Jiifpe&ing they might ttywj* 
preferve fome inclination for their general, called them J^JJ/ 
together in the Campus Martius ; and, after having ex- <r a rqu'ms 9 
horted them to concord, caufed the decree which was §r.any 
pafled againft the Tarquins, to be renewed in their pre- other, t$ 
fence. Then the confute, (landing before the altars on r *& n ** 
which the entrails of the vi&ims had been offered, took om * 
an oath, in the name of their children, and all tHeir pof- 
terity, that they would never replace either Tarquin, or 
his ions, or any of his family, on the throne, nor create 
any other king of Rome, nor fufFer any to be elected. . The 
Vol. X. B people 
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facrorum. 



The inha* 
bit ants of 
Tarquinii 
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> people having taken the fame oath, they proceeded to the 
ele£Uon of a rex facrorum, when Manius Papirius, a 
jnan of patrician extradtion, was, by the fuffrages of the 
people, raifed the firft to that dignity. The confute, hav- 
ing now nothing to fear from the people, who were re- 
ftored to all their ancient" rights, employed themfelves in 
fecuring the fenators, among whom Valerius had great 
intereft. He. had expe&ed to. be named cpnful at the 
firft eie£Hon 5 and the preference given to Collatings had 
difpleafed him to fuch a degree, that he had abfented 
himfelf from the fenate, and began to be fufpe&ed of 
favouring the banifhed king : but the public apprehenfioa 
ceafed, when he appeared in the ftnate on the day ap- 
pointed for the fenators to take the fame oath which the 
^>eople had taken.' He then fignalized antfwhis love for 
iberty, and fwore the firft, that he would never favour 
the pretentions of the Tarquins, nor fuffer them, or any 
jotber^ ever to reign at Rome \ . 

While thefc meafures were taken at Rome, Tarqum 
was not idle. He had made Tarquinii, in Hetruria, his 
place of residence, and prevailed upon the inhabitants to 
fend an embafly to Rome, with a letter from him to the 
Roman people. The ambafladors delivered the letter to 
the fenate, demanding that it might be read to the peo- 
ple aflembled in the comitia. But Valerius ftrenuoufly 
oppofed this demand, as dangerous to the commonwealth, 
and by his intereft in the fenate defeated the firft attempt 
of the artful Tarquin. As this body of the new com- 
monwealth was above all others concerned to exclude 
kings, by whom they had 'been kept in a ftate of depen- 
dence, the confute thought it neceflary to reftore the fe- 
nate to its ancient majefty, and to conciliate the refpe£k 
of the people* as well by the number of the feuators as 
by their dignity. With this view the ancient number of 
three hundred was once more completed, by filling up 
the vacant places with men of prudence and intereft, 
chofen from among the Roman knights. Thefe new fe- 
nators were called confcripti 5 that is, perfons written of 
enrolled on the fame lift j for they were added to the old 
fenators. 

Though Tarquin himfelf was hated both by the peo* 
fie and patricians, a great number of young debauchees 
efpoufed the intereft of his fons. The Tarquins, build- 
ing their hopes on thefe young noblemen, who regretted 



• Dion. Hal. lib, v. p. S77, 17$. Liv. lib, u* cap. i, *. 
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the Jofs of their compdtiibns, and the fupporters of theif 
extravagance, prevailed with the Tarquinienfes to fend a 
fecond embafly to Rome, under pretence of demanding 
the eftates of the exiles, but in reality to excite a faftion 
againft the confuls. The ambaffadors, being admitted 
jhto the fenate, fpoke with great modefty and referve ; 
they only defired, that the king's paternal eftate might be 
reftored to him, that part of it at lead which had been 
tranfmitted to him by his grandfather Tarquinius fcrifcus, 
who had deferved no ill treatment at their hands. Colla- 
tinus declared for complying with the demand, fince the 
king promifed, in cafe it was complied with, never to at* 
tpmpt the recovery of the kingdom- by force of arms. , But 
Brutus oppofed the demand, thinking it no good poltey 
to furnifh an enemy with money, which Would undoubtedly 
be employed againft themfelves. The affair being at laft 
referred to the people, it was carried by one vote in the 
comitia, that the Tarquins mould be put in poffeffion of 
their paternal eftates b . 

While the people were employed in loading Carriages The am* 
with the effedts of the exiles, and felling what could not l*ff*J*rt 
be carried off, the ambafladors embraced that opportunity a^^/-^ 
to engage fome young noblemen in a plot againft the y 0U n^ pa 
confuls. Among thefe were three of the Aquilian fa- triaans j$ 
mily, the fons of Collatinus' fitter, and two Vitellii, whofe apiot. 
lifter Brutus had married. The latter engaged in the 
fame confpiracy Titus and Tiberius, the two fons of Bru* 
tus. The confpirators . met at the houfe of the Aquilii ; 
and there the refolution of putting the coftfuls to death, 
and letting the Tarquins into tfee city by night, was taken, 
in prefence of the ambafladors. They bound .themfelvea 
by folemn oaths, with the deteftable ceremony of drink* 
ing the blood of a murdered man, and fwearing over his 
yet quivering entrails, that they would do all that lay 
in their power to deftroy the confuls, and reftore the king. 
After this execrable ceremony, ea^h of them wrote a let- 
ter to -the king, as an authentic proof of their zeal for his 
intereft, and put them into the hands of his ambafladors. 
But notwithstanding all the precaution ufed by the con- 
fpirators to keep the fecret from their fervants, Vindicius, 
or, as Plutarch calls him, Vindex, a flave of the Aquilii, 
fufpe&ing his matter's defign, (laid at the door of the 
apartment, and, through a crevice, faw all the myfteries 

b Dion. Halic. ibid. p. J17S— *88. Lit. Tib ii. cap. 3, 5. Plutr 
in Poplic. 
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of the jconfpiracy. However, he was afraid to difclofe 
the fecret to either of the confuls, apprehending, that 
Brutus, to fave his fons, and Collatinus, to fecure the 
lives of his nephews, might think fit to deftroy the fingle 
Vr*^* J cv ^ ence °f their crime. He went, therefore, to P. Va- 
m l I C0V &* * lerius, whofe houfe was always open to the meaneft of 

• the people, and revealed all thofe particulars. Valerius 
took the Have under his prgte&ion; and, haying {hut him 

^ up in an apartment, under the care of his wife, went 
out, attended by his friends, clients, and domeftics, whom 
he divided into two bands ; one he ported, under the 

* conduct o( his brother M. Valerius, at the entrance of 
the houte of. the Aquilii ; while himfelf, with a ftrong 
guard, entered the apartment of the ambaffadors, who 

• lodged in the fame houfe, and there found and feized the 

» ' letters, which the confpirators had written the night be- 
fore. As he was coming out, he met the Aquilii ; who, 
being furprifed to fee him, and fufpefting that their let- 
ters were feized, endeavoured to force them from him. 
But all their endeavours were in vain ; Valerius not only 
kept them, but, wi'th the afliftance of his attendants, tool 
the principal of the confpirators prifoners, M. Valerius, 

• his brother, had alfo the good fortune to intercept other 
letters, concealed among fome cloaths which the domef- 
tics of the Aquilii were carrying away c . 

Early next morning the pebple were fummoned to the 
comitia, where Brutus and his colleague fat on the tri- 
bunal of juftice. The prifoners, being brought before 
their judges, \*ere, one tfter another, tied to (takes, with 

• their hands bound behind t|em. This was fo melancholy 
a fight, that the people could fcarce refrain from tears, 
when they beheld, in that condition, the fons of firutus, 
whom they looked upon. as their deliverer. But Brutus, 
without betraying the leaft concern, began the trial with 
the examination of his fons. Vindicius appeared agaxflft 
them ; and his teftimony was found unanfwerable. Then. 
Brutus ordered the letters to be read* which his fons had 
written to the Tarquins. The proof being clear, the pri- 
foners made* no defence, but with their tears. " Titus, 
(faid he, fpeaking coldly to the two prifoners, without 
calling them fons), and you, Tiberius, what have you to 
offer in your defence ?" When they were thrice called 
upon to make their defence, tears were ftill their only an- 
fwer. The greater part of the auditors were moved with 

* Dion. Hal. Liv. ibid. Plut. in Poplic. 
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companion, and a confufed murmur of tu Banifh them, 
banifli them," was heard among the fenators. Collatings 
wept ; and Valerius, fevere as he was, did not utter a fingk 
word* Thia favourable difpofition gave the two guilty 
youths fome hopes;* while the whole aflembly trembled, 
and expe&ed the decifion with horror. 

As the two criminals offered nothing in their defence, 
Brutus at length rofe up to give fentence ; upon which 
enfued a profound filence, every one being concerned for 
die young men, as for their own children. But Brutus, 
with a determined'air, and fteady voice, turning to the 
li&ors, who were the executioners, <c To you, liftors, 
(aid he, I deliver them; execute the law.'* At thefe 
words a loud fhriek was heard in the aflembly ; diftrefs 
appeared in every face ; and the mournful looks of the 
people pleaded for pity ; but the conful (hewing oio regard 
to their tears, the whole aflembiy exclaimed with tine 
voice, " We give them back to their dountry, and to 
their family." Neither thefe interceffions, nor the la- 
mentations of the young men, who called upon their fa- 
ther with the moft endearing names, could foften the in- 
flexible judge : he would not even abate of the pimifo- * 
jnent, which was, in fucb Cafes, inffifted on the greateft 
criminals. . The lifters, having ftripped fhem riaked, 
&i tied their hands behind them, fir ft beat them with 
rods, then ftruck off their heads, Brutus all the while be- 
holding the bloody fpeftacle with a ftedfaft look, and un- 
altered countenance. This execution being performed* 
he came down from the tribuiitl, quitted the comitia, and 
left the reft of the criminals to the difcretion of his col- 
league d * 

Collatinus, inclined to fpare his nephews, allowed them Collatinus 
one day to clear themfelves ; and even ordered that Vin- " inclined 
dicius (hould be taken out of the hands of the accufers, tojptnfc*. 
and delivered up to his mafters. This ftep roufed the nt * ewu 
zeal of Valerius, who had promifed to proteft the evi- 
dence. The liftors attempted in vain to force the im- 
portant witnefs from him ; and the people called for Bru- 
tus, infifting upon his coming back to the comitia. This 
inflexible patriot, without having betrayed the leaft mark 
of human infirmity, appeared again, and, afcending the 
tribunal, told the multitude, that what he had done was 
by virtue of his paternal authority over his children ; but 
that, for the reft 9f the delinquents, it belonged to them 



* Dion. Hal, & Flut. ibid. Liv. lib. ii. cap. s> 
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to determine their fate, and either condemn his fever Ity 
by inftances of lenity, or approve his firmnefs by exam- 
ples of juftice. 

Thus three articles of great importance' to the riling 
Commonwealth were left to the decifion of the curiae ; 
to wit, i . "What punifhment fhould be inflifted on the reft 
pf the confpirators. 2. What punifhment the ambafla- 
dors of the Tarquinienfes had deferved. 3. What re* 
ward (hould be given to the difcoverer of the confpiracy. 
As to the firft, they determined, that the confpirator* 
fhould, without exception, fuffer as rebels ; which decree 
was accordingly executed. As to the fecond, the ambaf- 
fadors were fpared from refpeft to the law of nations. In 
the third place, it was decreed, that Vindicius fhould en- 
joy that liberty which he had fecured to the Romans (A) \ 
' and 



( A^ It is commonly believ- 
ed, that the Latin phrafe, 
" vindicare in libertatem,"that 
is, " to fet free," had its rife 
from the name of Vindicius. 
Some, indeed, derive it from 
the word <vindifta y which fig- 
uifies a tvand y with which the 
praetor ufed to ftrike the flave 
whofe mafter was difpofed to 
fet him at liberty. But pro- 
bably, the vindi&a, or wand 
itfelf, took its name from Vin* 
dicius. The ceremony of 
granting freedoms publicly was 
thus performed : the flave was 
brought before the conful, and, 
in after, ages, before the prae, 
tor, by his mafter ; who, lay- 
ing his hand upon his flave's 



head, faid to the praetor, 
** Hunc hominum liberum efTe 
voio," " 1 defire this man may 
be made free ;*' he then too* 
him by the hand, and imme* 
diately let go his hold ; whence 
came the Latin word manu- 
miffio, and the phrafe " e ma- 
nu emittere." Then he gaf% 
him a blow on the cheek, and 
prefented him to the conftil or 
praetor, who, after ftriking him 
gently with his vindiSa or 
wand, pronounced thefe words t 
" Aio te liberum effe more 
Quiritium : I pronounce thee 
free, according to the cuf- 
tom of the Romans," Hence. 
Perfius, 



Vindifta poftquam meus a praetore receffi. 
When dubbM a freeman by the praetor's wand, 
I walk'd at large, and at my own command. 

This ceremony being ended, the cap was performed in the 

temple of Feronia, the goddefs 
of freed -men. In this temple 
there was a feat of Hone with 
this infeription 3 



the Have was regiftered upon 
the roll of freedrtnen. Then 
Jie wa>$ fhaved, and received a 
cap, in token of his liberty. 
$ut this ceremony of taking 

Benemeriti fervi fedeant, furgant liberi. 

|le featedj worthy flaves, while freemen ftand, 

v; 
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and beftdes, that he {hould be rewarded with all the pri- 
vileges of a Roman citizen, and with twenty-five thou* 
fand afes of brafs, to be paid him out of the public trea- 
fury. Though the people had formerly decreed, that the 
cftates of the Tarquins (hould be reftored to them, the 
fenate refufed to the declared enemies of Rome thofe 
means which they defigned to make ufe of for its deftruc- 
tion j fo that their palace, with its beautiful portico, was 
deftroyed, and their lands were diftributed among thofe 
indigent citizens who had none of their own. The public 
kept only a piece of ground, lying between the city and 
the Tiber, bordering on the Campus Martius, which the 
king had, by an incroachment on the city, added to his 
demefhes, and cultivated for his own profit. This piece 
of ground was cofifccrated to Mars, and became afterwards 
a common field, where the Roman youth exercifed them- 
felves in running and wreftling. After the field was con- 
fecrated, the Romans fcrupled making any advantage of the 
corn which they found ready rieaped to their hands ; and 
therefore threw it, together with the trees which encom- 
paflcd the field, into the Tiber, The water being at that 
time beingvpry low, the trees, and (heaves of corn, (lop- 
ping in a muddy place, began to form that iiland, which, 
from the many temples built on it, was afterwards called 
^fc Holy Ifland «(B). 

e Dion. Hal. & Plut ibid, Liv. lib. v. 

The pileus, or cap, was, a- to the fenatorial dignity (i). 

mong the Romans, as is well From thefe two manners of 

known, a fymbol of liberty, conferring freedom came the 

Another way of conferring free- Latin expreffions, ** liber ma. 

dom was by teftament : a (lave numiflione, liber teftamento." 

was faid to be free by teftament, (B) The Romans built fe- 

when his matter, in confidera- veral temples on the ifland, 

don of his faithful feroce, had particularly three frequently 

left him free by his laft will, fpoken of by the ancients ; 

This kind of liberti, or freed- namely, one dedicated to Fau- 

men, were ftyled orcini, be- nus, another to Jupiter, and 

caufe their mafters were gone the third to jEfculapius, which 

to orcus, or the infernal re- was a very magnificent ftruc- 

gions. In allufion to this cuf- ture. From thefe temples it 

torn, thofe fenators were mer- was called the Sacred Ifland. 

rily difriuguiihed by the name It was joined to the city, and 

of fenatores orcini, who, upon to the Janiculum, by two 

the death of Julius Caefar, bridges, whence it took the 

thruft themfelves into the fe- name of the Iiland of the Two 

»are, without any juft claim Bridges. 

(i) Suet, in Oclav, cap. 35. 

B 4 In 
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Mrutusftirs In the mean time, the weaknefs which Collates had 
, up the pe&- Betrayed at the trial of the confpirators, had turned the 
pUagmnft f\jfp} c i ons which the people entertained of him in,to ha- 
tred ; and Brutus took advantage of the difpofition of the 
multitude to get him depofed. In a numerous aflembly 
of the people, he bitterly inveighed againft him, as if he 
. had attempted the deflruftion of that liberty which .his 
honour obliged him to defend. He ended his harangue 
with thefe words : " His foliciting to reftore to the ene- 
mies of Rome their eftates, and to grant impunity to cruet 
confpirators, have unmafked a partifan of the Tarquins, 
concealed under the appearance of a conful. Let us pre- 
vent, O Romans, the evils which a dpmeflic enemy i% 
preparing for us. Let us deprive him of that authority, 
which he abufes, and wreft that fword out of his han4 
with which he threatens us. In my judgment he ought to 
be depofed. I therefore order you to aflemble by curiae, 
to determine by your fuffrages, whether CoUatinus o* 
Brutus is to be your confui. Yqu cannot have both; foe 
J, from this moment, renounce the confulfhip, if Colla-» 
tinus is to fhare the government with me" Thefe words 
made fo deep an imprefiion on the minds of the people, 
that they would not hear CoUatinus when he began to 
(peak in his own defence. His only refource was to* for- 
Did the people, by virtue of his authority as conful, -{ft 
hold the aflembly his colleague bad appointed. This 
prohibition was a new provocation, which raifed the in- 
dignation of the people to.fucb a- height, that they cried 
out to have their votes inftaptly taken, and were going to 
depofe CoUatinus with ignominy, and banifti him by a 
public decree ; but Spurius Lucretius, his father-in-law, 
having obtained leave of the confuls to fpeak to the aflem- 
bly, advifed CoUatinus voluntarily too refign into the hands 
of the people that authority he had received from them. 
Then he exhorted Brutus not to infift on the «difgraceful 
banifhment of a colleague, who, jointly with bim, had 
been one of the principal authors of the common liberty ; 
adding, that if CoUatinus fhould, of his own aqcord, di? 
veil himfelf of the confulfhip, it would be but reafonable, 
that the Romans fhould mitigate the uneafinefs of his vo« 
juntary retirement by their liberality, fo as to enable him' 
to fupport the dignity, of a tloman conful in his retire- 
CeUatinus ment. This advice was received with univerfal applaufe. 
jorced to CoUatinus refigned the confulfhip ; and Brutus, after 
abdicate having commended his wifdom, to (hew that he had 
ti * con J u ' no perfonal enmity, procured him a prefent of twenty. 

talents. 
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talents #ut of the public tresfury, to which he added five 
i talents, of his own* Collatinus retired to Laviruum, where 

| lie led a quiet life! and died in a very advanced age f (C). 

Brutus, tha*. the people might have no. roomr to fofpeft frraUrni* 
\ I^e intended to gown* Gngly, immediately afiembled the ischoftnto ♦ 

[ people by centuries in the Campus Martins, for the elec* f*cc«A 

I tionof a new coaful* when Puhliu* Valerius was chofen* him% 

\ at man remarkable for his eloquence* for the talent of re* 

conciling differences, an exceffive ahftemioufncfs, ibverky 
to himfelf, and companion for the miferies of other men. 
As the two fconfuls were equally eminent for their love of 
Wtue, and of the public good, there was a perfeft harmony 
between them. They began their adminiftration by pan* 
igg-a law, which granted a general amnefty to all thofe 
who had followed. the fortune of the Tarquins, provided 
tj*ey returned to the city within twenty days. This wife 
precaution deprived the baniflied king of a great number 
of friends and foldiers, and brought back to Rome many 
perfoas of eminent parts s . However, Tarquin was not 
fo difcouraged by the defertion of the Romans, as to lofe 
all hopes of recovering the kingdom, and of obtaining by 
fprce what be could: not effeft by ftratagem : he had re* 
cottrfe to die Veientes, the old enemies of the Romans \ 
$nd, having engaged them, and the Tarquinienfes, to unite The farm . 
llptur forces in. fupport of his caufe, advanced towards ?w"K"/" 
Home. The confuls, without delay, marched out to JJ^Sr* 
ipeet him ; Brutus commanded the horfe, and Valerius A r q- arm 
tie foot, drawn up in a fquare battalion. When the two quin* 
^r mies were in fight of each other, a motion was made oa 
both fides to begin the onfet. Brutus advanced with his 
cavalry ; and Arunx, one of Tarquin's fons, at the fame 
time, came forward, at the head of the enemy's borfe. 
Arunx no fooner difcovered Brutus, attended by the lie- 
tors, than, inflamed with rage, he cried out, a There he 
Jb, the enemy of my family, the ufurper of my father's 
throne." So faying, he puflied on his horfe *, and Brutus; 
flew to meet him. As the two champions were hurried 
on more by hatred and rage than the love of glory, paflion % . 

* f Dion. Hal, p. «86. Li v. lib, ii.cap, i. Piut. ibid. g Dion. 

Hal. p. 2S8— 192. 

(C) Diony fius of Halicarnaf- kig his relation of thefe tranf- 
iiis differs in his account of this addons more agreeable to the 
whole matter from Plutarch, temper, of Brutus, 
whom we have followed, think* 

left 
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left no "room on cither fide for fkill and precaution : they 
ruflied on to the encounter with fuch fury, that they' 
were both run through the body. Their horfes meeting 
each other with a violent (hock* threw their dying riders $ 
and the death of thefe generals was the prelude to the 
battle, which continued till night with dubious fuccefs : 
for it was not known in either camp which fide had gain-' 
ed the victory, or which had loft the greater number of 
men ; but, in the night, the Hetrurians, being terrified 
by a voice proceeding from the neighbouring woods of 
Arfia, declaring the Romans conquerors (without doubt 
a ftratagem of Valerius), abandoned their camp in great 
confufiort, and returned into their own country. Then 
Valerius, remaining mafter of the field, plundered- th* 
enemy's camp ; and, having caufed the flain to be num- 
bered, found that the Hetrurians had loft eleven thoufand' 
three hundred men, and the Romans but one man Ihort 
of that number h . 

• For this viflory Valerius triumphed on his return to the 
city. Soon after he buried his colleague Brutus with great 
pomp 5 and gave Rome the firft example of thofe funeral 
orations, which were after made in commendation of 
great men. The women diftinguifhed themfelves on this 
occafion ; for, looking upon Brutus as the avenger of the 
honour of their fex,,they mourned for him a whole yettr 
(D). As Valerius deferred for forae time convening the 
centuries for the election of a new conful, the Romans, 
who carried their love of liberty to excefs, began to put a 
bad conftru&ion upon his delays 3 and their jealoufy was, 

* Idem ibkk 



* (D) Brutus is defervedly 
counted, by all the ancients, 
fc among the moft illuftrious he- 
roes we find mentioned in hif- 
tory. He reftored liberty to 
his country, fecured it with 
the blood of his own fons, and 
died in defending it againft an 
ufurper. The Romans looked 
upon him as a fecond founder 
of their city, and owned, that 
he had undergone more hard- 
fliips and dangers in eftabltfh- 
ing the commonwealth, than 
Romulus had done in founding 



the kingdom. The Romans 
afterwards ere&ed his ftatue in 
the Capitol, where he was plac- 
ed in the midft of the kings of 
Rome, with a naked fword in 
his hand. It plainly appears, 
that he left no iffue ; and yet 
Tally mentions Lucius Brutus, 
one of the x;hief conspirators 
againft Caefar,. as lineally de- 
fended from the firft conful ; 
but herein he is contradicted 
by moft of the ancients, who 
tell us. that Junius Brutus left 
ao chil^rea behind him* 

10 
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ui fbme meafure, countenanced by his building at that- 
time a fine houfe, on a fteep part of the hill Palatums, 
which commanded the forum. But Valerius, being in- 
formed of their uneafinefa, caufed the houfe to be level- 
cd "with the ground the very next night. Having called! 
the people together as foon as it was day, he expoftulated 
'with them on their groundlefs fufpicions, deGred them to 
view the ruins of that building which had given them um- 
brage, and told them, that he defigned to fix his habita- 
tion in the valley, that they might, from the top of the 
hill, crufh him with ftones, if he was ftill the objeft of 
their jealoufy.. When he had ended his fpeech, he or- 
dered the comitia to aflemble for the ele£ion of a new 
conful. On this occafion, Rome exhibited another proof 
of her gratitude to the firft authors of her liberty ; for 
Sp. Lucretius, the father of Lucretia, was unanimoufly 
chofen to fucceed Brutus. He was the only perfon re- 
maining unrewarded of the four patricians, who had 
bound themfelves by oath, to deliver their country from fla- 
▼ery : he was therefore named for the confular dignity. 
But the new conful died a few days after his eleftion ; fo 
that Valerius was once more fole governor. And now Valtrins 
the many proofs, which he gave the people of his zeal for gets tht 
their intereft, gained him the name of Poplicola, or Po- *ameif 
ptiiar ; which he ever after retained. He began his ad- Pop p io1 ^ 
miniftration by ordering the axes, which were fo apt to or ** 
ftrike terror, to be taken out of the fafces, which he oblig- 
ed the liftors to lower in the affemblies of the people. 
He made feveral laws in favour of the people, which His laws 
greatly retrenched the confular poww t by one he allowed «/*w* 
an appeal from the confuls to the people : by another he °^ tA 1 
exempted artificers, widows, and old men, who had no **** * 
children to relieve them* from paying tribute : a third law 
prefcribed an abfolute fubmiffion to the orders of the con- 
fuls ; but limited the fine laid upon thofe, who difobeyed* 
them, to the value of five oxen, and two rams. He alfo 
publiflied a fourth, making it lawful to kill, without 
waiting for a legal condemnation, any perfon who mould 
^fpire to the fovereign power. Impunity was promifed to 
the murderer, provided he could prove the ill defigns of 
the perfon he had killed. The laft law he ena&ed was 
with relation to the public money, which he prdered to 
Ije removed from his own houfe to the temple of Saturn,, 
where it was committed to the care of two fenators of 
probity, chofen by the people, and afterwards called quaef- 
"i tow. 
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ters ! (E). Poplicoh had no, fooner cna&ed thefe laws, 
and made feveral other regulations very advantageous for 

the 



; l Lir. fib. ii. cap. 7, & 8. Dion. Hal. lib. v. p. 291* 
Fbpltc. p. 101, 103. 



Plut. in 



(E) According to Plutarch, 
. there were no quaeftors in 
.Rome till PopKcola's time ; and 
this office was originally an- 
nexed to that of the confuls, 
or rather a branch of it. But 
Ulpian, on the contrary, pre- 
tends, and quotes feveral au- 
thors to fupport his opinion, 
that there were quaeftors even in 
Tullus Hoftiiius's reiga. To 
reconcile thefe two opinions, 
it is to be obferved, that the 
name of quaeftors among the 
Romans had two different iig- 
nifications : fometimes it fig- 
nified commiffioners, by whom 
capital crimes were cognizable ; 
aad fometimes magiftrates who 
were put in com million for 
managing the public money. 
Ulpian might fpeak of the 
former fort of quaeftors, as be- 
ing in the time of the kings ; 
and Plutarch of the other, 
which was introduced by Po- 
plicola in the time of the com- 
monwealth. The office of the 
quaeftors was to take cafe of 
the public treafure, for which 
they were accountable when 
their year was out (for their 
office lafted no longer) ; to fur- 
nifli the neceflary fums for the 
fervice of the public ; and to 
receive ambalfadors, attend 
them, and provide them with 
lodgings, and other necefiaries. 
When the army returned from 
any war, the military enfigns 
were pUt into their hands, to 



be depofited by them in the 
temple of Saturn* A general 
could not obtain the honours 
of a triumph, till he had given 
them a faithful account*of the 
fpOils taken from the enemy, 
and {Worn to it. Though the 
quaeftors had no jurifdidtiony 
that is, could not cite any per- 
fon to appear before them, or 
imprifon a man, and might be 
fummoned to appear before 
the praetor ; " Neque vo- 
cationem, neque prehenfio- 
nem habebant, atque ad prae- 
torem in jus vocari poterant," 
(fays Aulus Gellius(i); yet 
the moft illuftrious patricians,* 
and even thofe who had been* 
confuls, did not think this of- 
fice beneath them* We find 
in the ancient annals, that Ti«- 
tus QuincTius Capitolinus, and 
M.. Valerius, were quaeftors, 
after they had enjoyed the ho* 
nour of the confulfhip three 
times. Cato the elder accepted 
the quaeftorlhip after he had 
triumphed, and difcharged the 
firft and moft honourable em-' 
ployments of the republic. 
There were at firft two quaef- 
tors only, and thofe of the pa- 
trician order; but, as their 
bufinefs encreafed, it was 
thought advifeable to create 
two more, whofe province was 
confined to the paying of the 
armies abroad, and the felling 
of the plunder and booty. 
When this regulation came to 



(1) Auf. Gel lib. xii» cap. 13. 
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4Ke people, than he aflembled the comitia for the ele&ion 
of a new conful, which he had deferred, only becaufe he 

appre- 



if 



be pafled into a law by the peo- 
ple, the tribunes infilled, that 
it {hould not pafs but upon 
condition, that two of the four 
quaeftors (hould be plebeians. 
This demand the fenate and 
confuls oppofed at firft ; but 
were at length obliged to yield 
to the demands of the tribunes. 
Thefe new quaeftors were call- 
cd quaeftores confulares, mi- 
li tares, and peregrinL They 
attended the Roman armies, 
paid the troops, and fold the 
fpoils and prisoners taken from 
the enemy. The other quaef- 
tors were called quaeftores sera- 
rii and urbani, becaufe they 
were quaeftors of the treafury, 
and refided at Rome. In the 
laft confulfhip of Fabius Gur- 

f;s, that is, about the year of 
orae 488, the great increafe 
of the republic caufed the 
nurobei of the quaeftors to be 
doubled. The four new ones 
were called provincial quaef- 
tors; and each of them had 
his province where he refided ; 
tbofe parts of Italy, which were 
fubjed to Rome, being divided 
into four large provinces or di- 
Uriels. The provincial quaef- 
tors were afterwards multipli- 
ed, in proportion as the re- 
public enlarged her conquefts. 
The military quaeftors, and 
the urbani, or thofe who re- 
fided in Rome, had neither 
curule chairs, nor liclors, nor 
apparitores, nor any other 
marks of diftin&ion annexed 
to their office ;. nay, they were 
obliged to appear before the 
praetor, when fummoned by the 
meaneft of the citizens; but 



the provincial quaeftors, to in- 
creafe' the ftate of the Roman 
people, were allowed to appear 
in their provinces with the 
praetexta, and guarded by lie- 
tors with their fa fees. Thi9 
is plain from feveral paffages 
in Tully. In his third ora- 
tion againft Verres, " The 
two Sicilian quaeftors, (fays he), 
came before me with their 
fafces ;" and, in his oration 
for Plancius, he acknowleges 
it as a favour, that Plancius, 
though then quaeftor, came to 
receive him at Dyrrhachium 
without his lienors, and the 
ufuai marks of his dignity. 
The office of the provincial 
quaeftors was to take the fame 
care of the revenues of the pro- 
vinces, which the quaeftores 
aerarii had of the revenues at 
Rome. They were particu- 
larly concerned in all cafes re- 
lating to provifions ; and no 
contract for corn could be made 
without them. The four pro- 
vincial quaeftorfhips were 
fought for by the moft ambi- 
tious, before Rome had ex- 
tended her conquefts beyond 
Italy; but when fhe had 
brought the Eaft and Weft under 
fubjection, and great kingdoms 
were become fo many pro- 
vinces, the four Italian ones 
began to be defpifed. The 
proconfuls and propraetors, that 
is, the governors of thofe pro- 
vinces and kingdoms, had each 
his quaeftor to take care of the 
revenues ; and then the qusef- 
torfhips of the large and diftant 
provinces were moft greedily 
fought for by thofe who were 
qualified 
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apprehended, that a colleague might poffibly oppofe htfc 
defign of diminifhing the confular power. The choice- 
fell upon Hbratius Pulvillus ; and in a few months after 
his election, the firft year of the confular power expired. 
* Poplicola was chofen again, and with him was joined 
T. Lucretius, the brother of the famous Lucretia. The 
new confuls revived the cenfus and the luftrUrh, and on 
that occafion, found one hundred and thirty thbufand men 
in Rome, who were at, Or paft, the age of puberty k . 
Yr. of Fl. ^ n ^ e mean while Poplicola's fecond confulfliip being 
1844.. expired, he was chofen a third time, and with him Ho- 
Ante Cbr. ratius Pulvillus, who had- before been conful for a few 
*° 4 * months. During their confulfliip, Porfena, king of th* 

k Dion. Ha). lib. v* p. $04. Pfut. ibid. p. 104. Liv. lib. ii» cap. S. 



qualified to (land candidates for 
them. They were there out 
of the fight of the fenate, and 
fometimes in rich governments, 
where they could raife more 
money, and were more ho- 
noured and refpe&ed : for this 
fceafon, when the quaeftors 
drew lots in the prefence of 
the Roman tribes for the quaef- 
torfhips, the perfon, to whom 
any or the Italian ones fell, be- 
came the jeft of the people. 
u He goes to the waters," faid 
the people; meaning, that he 
was going to live quietly near 
Rome, as thofe Romans did, 
who went to Baize or Puteoli 
for the waters. Some think 
that this proverb alludes to the 
office of the Italian quaeftors, 
who were often obliged to go 
fo the fea -ports to collect the 
r imports the republic had laid 
on exported goods* The quaef- 
tors were firft chofen by the 
people, and afterwards by the 
confuls, the quseftorfhip being 
originally a branch of their of- 
fice. Jn Tully's time they were 
again chofen by the people in 

(»} Poiyb, lib. yl 



the comitia by tribes. The 
office of qussftor, though often 
difcharged by perfons who had 
been confuls, was the firft ftep 
to great employments. None 
could ftand tor the quseftorfhip 
till they attained to a certain 
age ; but to determine the ex- 
a3 age the laws required, is no 
eafy matter. Some pretend, 
that none could undertake tbit 
office rill they' were twenty, 
feven, and quote Polybius in 
favour of their opinion ; for 
that author writes (2), that the 
quseftorfhip was not to be ob-* 
tamed till after ten years fer- 
vice in the army ; and the Ro- 
mans ufually entered into the 
army at the age of feven teen. 
Others think, that the age fix- 
ed by the law was twenty -four 
or twenty-five. In procefs of 
time, when honours were ob- 
tained by intrigues and favour, 
thefe laws were neglected ; for 
Caefar and Pollio were quaef- 
tors, as Quintilian informs us 
(3), long before they were of 
the age the law required. 



(3) Quintil. lib* xYu 
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Clufini, one of the twelve nations of Hetruria, being Porfena, 
gained by the great . promifes of Tarquin, efpoufed his **Hlf 
caufe, and, at the head of a prodigious multitude of He- ^J^ f 
trurians, advanced to the banks of the Tiber. The firft /&*£& 
poft he attacked was the fort of the Janiculum, of which qftktYaf 
lie made himfelf matter, obliging the Romans to retire ff**** 
over the bridge into the city. This firft fhock threw them 
into confufion j but the confuls, encouraging their men, 
paffed the river with the utmoft expedition, and drew 
them up in order of battle beyond the bridge. Porfena 
'immediately advanced to engage them. The viftory was 
long doubtful ; but M. Valerius, Poplicola's brother, and 
.X. Lucretius, who were at the head of the left wing, be- 
ing both wounded, and carried out of the field, a general 
terror feized the Roman army. Horatius Codes, a brave The r*. 
.Roman, having endeavoured in vain to rally the difpirited **rkabU 
legions, refolved rather to, die than abandon his poft. ** aver y <f 
,Being joined by Sp. Lartius, and T. Herminius, thefe CocUu $ 
three heroes placed themfelves in the narrow pafs which 
led to the bridge ; and there, calling out to the Romans 
.to break it down, valiantly oppofed the enemy, till the 
demolition of the bridge was near completed. Then Ho- 
jatius, having prevailed upon his companions to crofs the 
river on a few planks which remained, fuftained. for fome • 
time alone the attack of the enemy. At length, being' 
wounded in the thigh, upon a fignal given him that the 
bridge was quite demoliflied, he leaped into the river, and 
reached the oppofite bank, through a fhower of darts. 
Thus, by the wonderful bravery of one man, were the 
city and republic faved from impending ruin. The whole 
city was fo fenfible of this fervke, that they all haftened 
to pay their acknowlegements to their deliverer. They 
crowned him at his arrival ; carried him on their arms 
from the place where he landed into the city; and creded 
his ftatue of brafs in the temple of Vulcan. The fenate 
gave him as much land as one plough could enclofe within 
a circular furrow in one day ; and though there was a 

freat fcarcity in Rome, yet the inhabitants, to the num- 
er of three hundred thoufand, aflefied themfelves to 
make him a prefent of as much provifions as each of 
them confumed in a day. However, as Horatius had 
tut one eye, whence he was furnamed Codes, and con- 
tinued lame the remaining part of his life, thefe defe£U 
prevented his ever b^ing ele&cd conful K 

* Liv, lib, ii. yap. 9, 19. piod. Hal. lib* v, p. 193—195. 
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As Porfena was matter of the country on both fides of 
the river, it was very difficult to find provifions for fo 
great a number of inhabitants. A famine therefore began, 
to be felt, and many of the indigent populace, who, in 
fuch cafes, are the firft fufferers, went to feek bread in the 
enemy's camp ; but the confuls fupported the courage of 
the beft citizens, by afluring them, that a cdnvoy of corn 
Would foon arrive in the camp from Pometia. Their ex- 
pectations were not difappointed ; for many boats loaded 
with corn fafely entered the port of Rome in the night. 
In a fliort time the city was again reduced to great diffi- 
culties ; which Porfena having notice of, fent the Roman 
intelligence, that he would deliver them from the hunger 
they fuffered, if they would receive their old matters; 
but they, not with (landing their prefent diftrefs, returned 
this anfwer, u That hunger was a lefs evil than flavery 
and oppreflion m ." 

In the mean time the confute formed a' fcheme for 
drawing the enemy into an ambufcade ; and for that pur- 
pofe fpread at Rome a report, which was foon carried into 
the Hetrurian camp by the flaves who deferted, that the 
next day all the cattle brought thither from the country, 
would be fent to graze in the fields under a guard. This 
bait drew the enemy into an ambufii, in which five thou- 
fand\ of them were cut in pieces : but notwithftanding 
this, and fome other fmall advantages, Rome was almoft 
exhaufted with fo long afiege, when Mucius Cordus,a 
young Roman of illuftrious birth, formed a defign, which 
raifed the courage of the people. He obtained the con- 
fent of the confuls and fenate, to execute a plan which 
he had formed againft the enemy. Thus authorifed, he 
croffed the> Tiber in the Herturian habit, entered the 
enemy's camp undifcovered, mixed with the Hetrurian 
foldiers, whofe language he had learned from his infancy, 
and made his way to the king's tent. It happened -to be 
the day on which the troops were all reviewed and paid ; 
and Porfena's fecretary, magnificently drefled, was fitting 
on the fame tribunal with the king, giving audience, and 
receiving petitions. Mucius, miftaking him for the king, 
leaped upon the tribunal, and with one ftroke of a poig- 
nard, which he hadxoncealed under his garment, laid him 
dead at the king's feet. He then attempted to make his 
efcape through the multitude that flood amazed at fo bold 
and unexpected an attempt; but being feized, and 



n Dion. Hal. ibid. 
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brought back to the tribunal, which he had juft flamed with 
blootfj ** Execrable aflaflin (faid the king), who art thou ? 
whence comeft thou ? who are thy accomplices ?" Mucius, 
lefs terrified than his judge, replied, "lama Roman, and 
my name is Mucius Cordus. My defign was to deliver Rome 
from her moft cruel enemy; discharge therefore all thy fury 
upon me. Thou haft been an eye-wirnefs of my courage j 
now try my conftancy with tortures \ and then thou wilt 
be forced to confefs, that Roman bravery has made me 
capable both of attempting whatever man can do, and fuf- 
fering what human nature can endure." This refolute 
anfwer filled Porfena with amazement \ but he was ftill 
more jfurprifpd, when he faw the Roman, with a fteady 
countenance, thruft his right hand into a pan of burning 
coals, and there hold it for fome time, without (hewing 
any figns of pain. The king's refentment was changed 
into admiration. Porfena granted him his life and liberty, 
and even reftored him jjie dagger which he had intended 
to ufe againft his life. Mucius, who had now loft the 
ufe of his right hand, took it with his left \ and thence ac- 
quired the furname of Scaevola, that is, Ltft-handed m . 

Mucius was in his turn charmed with the generofity of 
his enemy ; but had the prefence of mind to invent a ftory 
for the fervice of his country. He pretended to difcover 
to the king a plot, which, he faid, was formed at Rome 
againft his life by three hundred young Romansji ail as re- 
folute as himfelf, who were diiperfed in the Hetrurian 
Camp, and had bound themfeives, by the moft facred 
oaths, to attempt his life one after another, until his death 
fhould be effe&ed. Porfena, ftruck with terror at this Parftnain* 
pretended difcovery, as foon as Mucius was retired, called umidtfed 
a council to deliberate about the means of preferving him- & the ' 0Um 
felf from the dangers which threatened him'. His friends S^2^ 
and counsellors fuggefted various precautions ; but none 
of them feeming fufficient to remove his uneafineis, his 
fon Arunx, a great admirer of the Roman virtue, advifed 
him to render all precautions needlefs, by abandoning the 
caufe of a few exiles, and concluding a peace with the 
Romans. His advice made an impreffiori on Porfena 5 and Porfena 
as the Hetrurians had already begun to complain of the defiflsfrom 
length of the fiege, he fent deputies to Rome, whofe de- '*** demand 
mands ftiewed, that their mafter had much abated of his °f hatv j tt S 
former pretentions; for they did. not infift on the refto- r SJJ^ 
ration of the Tarquins, but only on the reftitution of their 
eftates, or an equivalent* In regard of their own nation* 

11 Li v. lib. lit cap. is. Plut. in Poplic, 
Vol. X. C thiy 
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they required the Romans to reinftate the Veientes in the 
pofleffion of feven villages, which they had taken from 
them in former wars. The ambaffadors were received at 
Rome with joy ; and their demands being heard in the 
fenate, Poplicola prevailed upon the fenators to comply 
with them ; but the people would not confent to the firft 
article, until Porfena fhould have heard the (Irong reafons 
they had to offer againft it, and then they (they faid), 
Would be willing to leave it to his arbitration. As to the 
villages, they readily agreed to their being reftored, and 
even offered hoftages for the performance of this article. 
A truce being agreed on, the Romans fent deputies to 
Porfena's camp, to plead their caufe againft the Tarquins, 
and with them the hoftages they had promifed, ten young 
men, and as many virgins, of the molt illuftrious families 
in Rome. 

Among thefe were the fons of Horatius, the conful, 
Valeria, the daughter of Poplicola, and the famous Clae- 
lia. The reception Porfena gave the Roman envoys, 
raifed the jealoufy of the Tarquins, who, ftili retaining 
their ancient pride, refufed to admit Porfena for a judge 
between them and the Romans. But the king, without 
any regard to their oppofition, refolved to fatisfy himfelf» 
by an exact inquiry, whether the protection he had given 
the Tarquins was juft. Before the caufe was opened be- 
fore the Roman deputies, . news were brought, that the 
young women, whom the Romans had fent as hoftages, 
had ventured to fwim acrofs the Tiber, and were returned 
The ad- to Rome. They had gone to bathe in the river, when 
vtnturtvf ciggiia happening to turn her eye3 towards her native city, 
. ' was fo attracted by the fight, that (he ventured to fwim 
acrofs to the other fide ; and her example being happily 
followed by her companions, they returned in fafety to 
their refpedtive families ° (F). The return of the hoftages 

• Liv. lib. ii. cap. 13. 

(F) Authors vary as to the dentally found a horfe, eroded 

circumftances of this fact ; for the river on horfeback. Por- 

Livy fays, that the young wo- fena having prefented her with 

men eroded the river in fight a fine horfe, might have given 

of the Hetrurians, who lined rife to this fable. An equeftri- 

the fliore, and in the midft of an flatue was erected to her 

the darts which were dif- memory in the Via Sacra, 

charged at them from all parts, which, according to Plutarch, 

Aurelius Victor and Floras tell was to be feen in his time ( i). 
us, that Clsetia having acci- 

(1) Plut. in Poplicol. 

gave 
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g£ve the conful Poplicola great uneafinefs, for he was 
afraid that this rafli a&ion would be imputed to want of 
fidelity in the Romans. To remove, therefore, all fufpU 
cions, he fent a deputation to the Hetrurian camp, af* 
furing the king, that Rome had no (hare in the fooliOl 
attempt of the young women, and promifing to fend them 
immediately back to the camp from whence they had fle<J. 
Porfena was eafily appeafed ; but when it was known that 
the hoftages would fpeedily return, the Tarquins, with* 
out any regard to the truce, or refpe£k to the king theif 
prote&or, lay in ambufh on the road to furprife them. 
Poplicola, having put himfelf at the head of the Roman 
troops who efcorted them, fuftaincd the attack of the Tar- 
quins, though fudden and unexpefted, till his daughter 
Valeria rode full fpeed to the Hetrurian camp, and gave 
notice of the danger, to which her father and companions 
were expofed; and then Arunx, the king's fon, flying 
with a great body of cavalry to their relief, put the ag* 
greflbrs to the rout. 

This notorious treachery in the Tarquins gave Porfena 
ftrong fufpicions of the badnefs of their caufe. He there- 
fore aflembled the chief commanders of the Hetrurians, 
and having heard in their prefence the complaints of the 
Romans, and the juftification of their proceedings againft 
the Tarquins, he was fo (truck with horror at the recital 
of the crimes the Tarquins were charged with, that he 
immediately ordered them to leave his camp, declaring, Porfena 
that he renounced his alliance with them, and would no ********* 
longer afford them the rights of hofpitality. He then ££,£" 
commanded the ten virgins to be brought before him, and Tarquins 3 
enquired who was the firft author, and chief manager, 
of their efcape. They all kept filence, till ClaeliaJ her- 
felf, with an air of intrepidity, confefied, that flie alone 
was guilty, and that flie had encouraged the others by her 
advice. Upon this declaration, the king, extolling her- 
refolution above 'the bravery of Horatius, and the intre- 
pidity of Mucius, made her a prefent of a fine horfe, with 
fumptuous furniture. Then he concluded a peace with andmaktt 
the Romans, and reftored to them all their hoftages, de- a P?*** 
daring, that their promife was to him fufficient fecurity JJJJ^ 
for the performance of the articles K 

This prince exhibited, before his departure, a farther Hi* gem- 
teftimony of his refpeft and friendfhip for the Romans. r *fo ** *** 
He knew that Rome was greatly diftreffed for want of ******* 

f Dion* Hal. p. 304. Li v. lib. ii. cap. 13. Plut. ibid. 
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provifions i but being afraid to offend the inhabitants bf 
relieving them in a direft manner, he ordered his fcildiers 
to leave behind them their tents and neceffaries, and carry 
nothing with them but their arms. As his camp abounded 
with all forts of provifions, Rome was thus much re- . 
lie.ved in her wants. The moveables and corn of the He- . 
trqrians were fold by auftion to private perfons j and this , 
was the origin of the cuftom of making proclamation by 
a herald, whenever any effefts belonging to the public 
w.ere to be fold, in the following words : " Thefe are . 
Porfena's goods.** The defign of this, expreffion was to., 
preferve tlK memory of that prince's kindnefs. The fe- 
nate ercfted a ftatue of the king hear the comitium, and 
fent an embaffy to him with presents, confiding of a, 
' throne adorned with ivory, a fceptre, a crown ot gold* 
and a triumphalrobe *. 

. After the departure of Porfena, the Romans firft re- 
warded thofe who had diftinguiflied themfelves during 
the fiege, efpecially Mucius Scaevola, tp whom they. gave, 
ajarge piece of ground belonging- to the public. Their 
next gire was to ihew their gratitude to the gods, by fomc 
public aft of religion ; and as the temple of Jupitef . Capi- 
tolinus had not yet been confecrated, the fenate ordered, 
this ceremony to be performed. It naturally belonged to 
one of the confuls to aft on this occafion \ but it was the 
right of the fenate to appoint which of the confuls mould, 
officiate. The patricians had been long jealous of the 

§lory which Poplicola had acquired in his three cpnful- 
lips ; they therefore, in order to deprive him of this mark 
of diftinftion, ordered him to march out againft fome 
Latin troops, that committed ravages in the Roman terri- 
tory ; and, in his abfence, appointed bis colleague, Ho- 
ratius Pulvillus, to perform the ceremony. As he was 
beginning the confecration, Poplicola's brother, Marcus* 
exclaimed, " I give you notice, that your fon has loft his 
life in a battle." This information was falfe m % but he 
hoped by thefe words to interrupt the ceremony. Hora- 
tius, however, without (hewing the leaft concern, coldly 
replied, " Then let him be buried ;" and finifhed the 
cdnfecration r . Spurius Lartiu3 and T. Herminius, who 
had fo valiantly defended the bridge, were chofen confuls 
for the next year* which proved a year of peace. 

In the confulfiiip of M. Valerius, brother to Poplicola,. 
lines Anjtitt. and P. Pofthumius, who fucceeded the above mentioned 
defeat* . q D . Qn ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j^ .. ^ ^ & pJu ^ .^ f p] ^ 

in Poplic 

confuls. 
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£<mfuls, the Sabines, invading the Roman territories, com- 
mitted great devaluations. In confequence of this kiva- 
fion, the two conftils took the field $ and having divided 
•their forces into two bodies, Pofthumius, with one of 
them, encamped at a fmall diftance from Rome, to pre- 
vent a furprize from the Tarquins, while Valerius polled 
himfelf at Tibur upon the Anio. As the Sabines were 
•Encamped on the oppofite bank, Valerius, by the advice 
-of his brother Poplicola, croffing the river, offered them 
battle ; which they not declining, a bloody engagement 
enfued, wherein Valerius gained fome advantage with his 
right ; but his left being almoft pufhed into the river, he 
was very near lofing the battle, when his colleague, who 
had notice of the a£tion, coming feafonably to his relief, • 
attacked the enemy in flank, and put them to flight. 
The Sabine troops would have been entirely cut off, if 
the darknefs had not given them an opportunity to 
cfcape. For this viftory the confuls were decreed a tri- 
umph, and they both entered Rome in the fame chariot. 
Valerius is faid to have gained, in the courfe of the fame 
year, a fecond viftory over the Sabines, and to have killed 
thirteen thoufand of them, without the lofs of on^ Ro- 
man. The republic, therefore, as a reward for his 
merit, built a houfe for him; and, to diftinguifli it 
from all others, ordered the door to be fo hung, as to 
open outwards to the ftreet; whereas the doors of all 
other houfes Opened inwards. As for Pofthumius, he 
was allowed to have a burial-place for himfelf and his fa- 
mily, within the walls of R.ome $ a privilege never before 
-granted to any citizen •. 

In the courfe of the next year, when Poplicola was con- Yf . of FJ. 
ful the fourth time, the Sabines renewed the war. A&ius A ^Ch 
Claufus, the moft eminent man in Sabinia for riches, va- n * r# 
Jour, and eloquence, firft retarded their preparations, by tj. C. 147, 
fpeaking, in all their diets, againft a war with Rome \ ■ 

and then came over to the Romans, with five thoufand Appius 
families of his friends and dependents. On his arrival at C J^ tu \ 
Rome, he changed his name to Appius Claudius, was r J£* 
immediately declared a patrician, and took his place ih 
the fenate. Twenty-five acres of land were given him in 
fee* and a quarter in the city afligned for his friends and 
followers ; to each of whom were granted two af res of 
ground, with all the rights and privileges of Roman citi- 
zens* Thefe donations were made irrevocable by a de* 

.« Plut. in Poplic. Plin. lib. xxxvi. cap. 15. 
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cree of the fenate, confirmed by the fuffrages of the peo- 
ple. The houfe of the Claudii became afterwards one of 
the mod illuftriou6 families of Rome *• 
TkeSa* The Sabines, enraged at the departure of Claufus, 

bints de~ took the field with a very confiderable army 5 and it was 
feated verv i uc fcy for Rome, that they determined to hazard a 

*& am> battle before the year of Poplicola's confulfhip was ex- 

pired. The Sabine army was divided into two bodies* 
one of which encamped in the open field near Fidenre ; 
the other kept within the walls of that city, to guard it, 
and fecure a retreat to the former body, in cafe they 
fhould be defeated. On the other hand, the confuls hav* 
ing likewife divided their army into two bodies, marched 
• out againft the enemy. Poplicola took poft oppofite the 
Sabines 3 while Lucretius, the other conful, encamped 
on an eminence at a fmall diftance from his colleague. 
Hie Romans were eager to engage immediately, and end 
the difpute at once by a decifive battle; but the Sabines, 
not daring to venture an engagement in the day-time, re- 
folved to make a fudden attack 01} the enemy's camp in 
the night, With this view they prepared great quantities 
of fafcines to fill up the ditch, and fcaling-ladders to 
mount the ramparts. That body of Sabines, which 
guarded Fidenae, was ordered to march out of the town 
on the firft fignal, and, fetching a large compafs, to lie 
in ambufh behind Lucretius's camp, in order to furprife 
it, when he ftiould march to the afliftance of his colleague, 
and then charge him in the rear. But Poplicola, receiv- 
ing timely intelligence of the enemy's defigns, inftantly 
difpatchcd his brother Marcus to the other camp, to ac- 
quaint Lucretius with the night-expedition refolved upon 
by the Sabines. Bqth confuls, having taken the neceflary 
* precautions, waited for the enemy, without fufFering their 
troops to fhew any marks of fufpe&ing their intentions. 
The Sabines marched filently out of their camp before 
midnight, and drawing near the Roman entrenchments, 
filled up the ditch with fafcines, and pafled over to fcale 
'the rampart ; but as they advanced to it, they were, with" 
out any noife, {tabbed by the Romans, who were drawn 
up in the fpace between the ditch and the rampart. The 
(laughter continued till the moon rofe, when the Sabines 
difcovering the dead bodies of their companions, and 
the Roman troops, who had ftrewed the ground with 
theoi without being perceived, immediately fled. The 

t J*iv, lib,"* cap. #6. 
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Romans purfued them with loud fliouts ; which hdng 
heard by Lucretius, he, in his turn, attacked the body 
that lay in ambufh, and gained a complete vi&ory over 
them. In this a&ion thirteen thoufand Sabines were killed 
on the fpot, and four thoufand two hundred taken pri- 
soners. 

Poplicola, taking advantage of the enemy's confterna- Fi f n *. 
tion, advanced with all his forces to Fidenae ; and having rf/jl 9 ? 
taken the place by aflault, put to death the head£ of the a,^. 
revolt; but fpared the other inhabitants, obliging them 
only to furrender part of (heir lands for the fupport of the 
garrifon he left in the city. On his return to Rome, he , . ' 
was honoured with a triumph ; but foon after dicd f and J? ' 
was buried at the expence of the public, as there was not ' ' 
found in his houfe money enough to defray the charges 
of his funeral. He was the moil virtuous citizen, the H' s c ** m 
greateft general, and the beft affc&ed conful to the r * atr * 
people that Rome had ever produced. He had taken 
more care to tranfmit his virtues to his children, than to 
enrich them with the goods of fortune. The Romans 
thought they could not refufe him a burial-place in the 
city ; and therefore ere&ed a tomb for him near the fo- 
rum, and gave his family a right of interment in the fame 
place. But as the Valerii always affe&ed popularity, they 
never made ufe of this privilege, but contented themfelvee 
with carrying the bodies of thofe who died in Rome tp 
the fepulchre of the founder of their family, and con- 
veying them from thence out of the city, where the aflies 
were depofited in a tomb near the walls. As Poplicola 
had been one of thofe who exerud himfelf in defence of 
the chaftity of the Roman women, they mourned a whole 
' year for him, as they had mourned before for Brutus. 
But his greateft glory was comprifed under the name of 
Poplicola (G), which he acquired from his tender regard 
for the people ". 

The Sabines were no fooner informed of Poplicola's **' **' 
death, than they raifed a more numerous army than they btms r f' 



» Dion. Halic, lib. v. p. 314. Liv. lib. ii* cap. 16. Plutatch in 
Poplic. p. 109. - 

(G) In fome editions of the tarch, and Dio, call him con- 
Latin hiftorians we read Pub- ftantly Poplicola, which is an 
licola in Head of Poplicola ; abbreviation of Populicola, a 
but the Fafti Capitolini, Dio- word denoting his regard for 
cyfius of Halicarnaflus, Plu- the people* 
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had levied in preceding years j and, having made a Tudden 
incurfion into the Roman territory, advanced to the very 
gates of Rome. P. Pofthumius, who was thea conful with 
Menenius Agrippa, being provoked at the infolence of the 
Sabines, Tallied out againft them with a large body of men, 
drawn together in a tumultuous manner. , The Sabines, as 
foon as he appeared, fled to a neighbouring foreft, where 
the main body of their army lay concealed. Pofthumius fol- 
lowed them ; but as he drew near the foreft, the Sabines 
rallying, faced about, and with loud (bouts gave the fig- 
nal to the wh61e army to fall upon the conful's troops. 
Pofthumius made an obftinaterefiftance ; but his men be- 
ing much fatigued, and in diforder, he was obliged to re- 
tire with great lofc. To complete his misfortune, he was 
intercepted in his retreat by a body of Sabines, pofted on 
a hill between hftn and the city ; fo that he was forced 
to pafs the night in the open field, furrounded on all fides 
by the enemy's troops. As foon as Ac defeat of Poft- 
humius was known at Rome, Menenius Agrippa, the 
Dther conful, marched at the head of the braveft youth in 
the city, to the relief of his colleague. But the Sabines, 
at his approach, retired into their own country ; whence, 
elated with their late fuccefs, they fent an infolent mef- 
fage to the Romans, requiring them to receive the king 
they had baniftied; and to fubmit to the Sabines, by 
whom they had been conquered. To this demand the 
Romans returned a fuitable anfwer, commanding the Sa- * 
bines to return to their former duty ; and to come, in a 
fuppliant manner, to beg pardon for their attempts againft 
the authority of their mafters. After thefe mutual bra- 
vadoes, the confuls on one fide, and the Sabines on the 
Other, took the field again with all the forces of their ref- 
pe&ive ftates. Both armies encamped near Eretum, 
The K*- about ten miles from Rome, where they foon came to a 
mans gam g enera i engagement, in which Pofthumius, defirous to 
vifiory' redeem his credit, behaved with extraordinary valour, 
%vsrthtm< and, together with his colleague, obtained a complete 
victory. No fooner did the news reach the fenate, than 
they decreed a full triumph for Menenius, and an ova- 
tion (H) for Pofthumius, whofe gallant behaviour, in the 

late 

(H) Authors differ in their of the people in thefe cere-*, 
opinions as to the derivation of monies ; others from the words 
this word : ibme derive it from e*van, or woe* with tvhich the 
$bc, denoting the admiration Greek tacchanab rung, Plu- 
tarch. 
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fete aftion, had not, in the opinion of the fathers, fuffi- 
ciendy atoned for his mifcarriage in the beginning of the 
war w . 

The Sabine war continued Under the new eorifuh, 
Sp. Caffius UTcelHnus, and Opiter Virginius Tricoftus. 
The former, entering the enemy's country, defeated them 
in a pitched battle near Cures, ten thoufand three hun- 
» dred of them being killed, and four thoufand taken pri- 
soners. This defeat obliged them to fufc for peace, which, Vktyfnh* 
after many fubmiffions, they purchafed with corn, money, *«' * 
and ten thoufand acres of arable land. While Caflius W* 
was thus employed againft the Sabirtes, his colleague Vir- 
ginius reduced Cameria, a city in the neighbourhood of 
Alba, which had revoked from the Romans. Having be- 
headed the moft guilty of the, inhabitants, he fold the reft 
for flaves, and razed the city *. 

In the following confuHhfp of Pofthumus Comtnius, and 7^ Latins 
T. Lartius, Tarquin, ftill reftlefs, and not yet defpairing of dsclmrtftr 
recovering his kingdom by means of his fon-in-law Mami- *«* T*r» 
Eus O&avius, prevailed upon the Latins, who had hitherto V*** 
ftood neuter, to efpoufe his caufe. During the alarm which 
this resolution occafioned at Rome, the Tarqutns, in concert 
with fome of the inhabitants of Fidense, made themfelves 
mafters of that city. Upon advice of this event, Manius 
Tullius, who was raifed this year to the confulfhip, w,th 
Servius Sulpitius, marching againft the rebels, clofely 
jnvefted the place, and reduced it to great ftraits. The 
befieged, in that extremity, implored the affiftance of the 



* Dion. Hal. ubi fupra. 

tarch refers the origin of this 
word to the kind of vi&im, 
which was offered to the gods 
in the ceremony of the ova- 
tion; for, in the triumph, a 
hull was Sacrificed in the Ca- 
pitol, but in the ovation only 
a (heep ; fo that, according to 
this writer, ovatio comes from 
the word wis, fignifying a 
Jbeep. The perfon who was 
honoured with an ovation, 
entered Rome on foot, or on 
borfeback, and was attend- 
ed by the fenate only : his 
crown was of myrtle, not of 
laurel ; and his robe only the 



* Liv. lib. in cap. 17. 

praetexta, the common' habit 
of magift rates. The ovation 
of Poithumiu9, the fir ft that 
had been ever feen in Rome, 
is marked in the Fafti Capito- 
lini, on the third of the nones 
of April. Two days after, 
Menenius Agrippa appeared 
with all the magnificence of 
a triumph; being mounted on 
a chariot, feated in a curule 
chair, clothed with a robe em- 
broidered with palm-branches, 
he was conducted to the Capi- 
tol with the found of trum- 
pets, and the acclamations of 
the army and people* 

Latins $ 
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Latins; and this felicitation occafioned a general meeting 

of the deputies from the feveral cities of LatKim. In 

this aflembly it was debated, whether the Latins fhould 

declare in favour of the Tarquins and the Fidenates, or 

adhere to the ancient treatie between the two nations* 

hmtbef&rt After long debates, it was refolved, that an embafly 

ih Sl a }j Should be fent to the Romans with propofals, that they 

thtjftnd & ou ^ receive the Tarquins, after they had engaged by 

mMtmbafo oath to grant a general amnefty ; and that they fhould raife 

u Rm*. the liege of Fidense. The ambafladors were dire&ed to 

allow the Romans a whole year to confider of fhefe over* 

tures ; and to threaten them with a war, in cafe they re~ 

fufed to comply with them. The chief view of Tarquin, 

and his partifans in promoting this embafly, was to take 

A €<mfft- that opportunity to raife a fedition in the city. To the 

racy jorm- ambafladors, therefore, of the Latins he joined fome of 

rfTar™' *" 3 own cn "ff a " cs » w ho, on their arrival in Rome, found 

quiffs * two f° rts °f people difpofed to enter into their meafures; 

smijaries. namely, the flaves, and the meaner citizens. 

The flaves had formed a confpiracy the year before to 
feize the Capitol, and fet fire to the city, in feveral quar- 
ters, at the fame time* But the plot being discovered, 
thofe who were concerned in it had been all crucified.* 
and this execution had highly provoked their whole body. 
As for the meaner citizens, who were for the mod part 
overwhelmed with debt, and cruelly ufed by their credi- 
tors, they knew that no change could happen in the go- 
vern men t but to their advantage, Thefe were the con- 
spirators pitched upon ; and to them were afligned the 
following parts to a£k : the citizens were to make them* 
felves mafters of the ramparts and gates of the city, at an 
^appointed hour of the night, and then to raife a great 
fhout as a fignal to the flaves, who had engaged to maf- 
facre their mafters at the fame inftant : the gates of the 
city were then to be opened to the Tarquins, who were 
to enter Rome while it was yet reeking with the blood of 
the fenators. The confpiracy was ripe for execution, 
when Tarquin's principal agents, Publius and Marcus, 
both of his own name and family, were fo terrified with 
frightful dreams, that they had not courage enough to 
proceed in their defign till they had confulted a diviner, 
However, they did not difcover to him the confpiracy ; 
but only afked him in general terms, what fuccefs they 
might expeft in a proje£t they had formed. The footrj- 
fayer, without the leaft hefitation, returned the following 
anfwer : 4C Your project will end in your ruin \ difburden 

yoajr- 
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yourfelves of fo heavy a load.* Thus exhorted, the Tar- The plot 
quins went immediately to S. Sulpitius, the only confiil d*fc#v*rtd% 
then at Rome, and difcovered the whole defign. The 
conful greatly commended them, and detained them in 
his home, till, by private enquiries, he was allured of the * 
truth of their information. Then he affembled the fenate, 
and gave the Latin ambafladors their audience of leave, 
with an anfwer to their propofals ; which was, that the 
Romans would neither receive the Tarquins, nor raife the 
fiege of Fidenae, being all, to a man, ready to facrifice 
their lives in defence of their liberty, and willing to un- 
dergo any dangers, rather than fubmit to the government 
of a tyrant. 

The ambafladors being difmiffed with this anfwer, and 
conduced out of the city, Sulpitius laid open to the ami laid 
fathers the dreadful confpiracy, which ftruck them with *pe* to tk* 
horror ; but they were all at a l^fs in what manner they yfr**fo» 
fhould apprehend and punifii the guilty, fince, by the 
law of Poplicola, there was an appeal to the people in all 
capital cafes ; and the two witneffes, who were Grangers, 
might be excepted againft by Roman citizens. In this 
perplexity they left the whple conduct of this critical 
affair to Sulpitius, who took a method which he thought 
would equally ferve to prove the guilt and punifli the 
guilty. He engaged the two informers to afiemble the con- 
spirators, and to appoint a rendezvous at midnight in the 
forum, as if they defigned to take the laft meafures for the 
execution of the enterprize. In the mean time he ufed 
all proper means to fecure the city, and ordered the Ro- 
man knights to hold themfelves ready, in the houfes ad- 
joining to the forum, to execute the orders they fhould 
receive. The confpirators met at the time and place ap- 
pointed by the two Tarauins : the knights, upon a fignal 
agreed on before-hand, mvefted the forum, and blocked 
up all the avenues to it fo clofely, that it was impoflible 
for any of the confpirators to make their efcape. As foon 
as it was light the two confuls appeared, with a ftrong 
guard, on the tribunal ; for Sulpitius had fcnt to his col- 
league, Manius, who was befieging Fidenae, defiring him 
to haften to the city with a chofen body of troops. The 
people were convened by curiae, and acquainted with the 
confpiracy which had been formed againft the common 
liberty. The accufed were allowed to make their defence, 
if they had any thing to offer againft the evidence ; but 
not one of them denying the fa&, the confuls repaired to 
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ttie fenate, where fentence of death was pronounced 
againft the confpirators, in cafe the people fhould approve 
£his decifion. 

This decree of the fenate being recitetl, and approved 
by the afiembly, the people were ordered to retire ; and 
the confpirators were delivered up to the foldiers, who 
put them all to the fword. The peace of Rome was 
^thbught fufficiently fecured by this ftroke of feverity ; and 
therefore, though all the confpirators were not punifhed 
with death, it was judged proper not to make any farther 
enquiries. The two informers were rewarded with all 
the privileges of Roman citizens, a hundred thoufand 
♦afes, and twenty acres of land. Three feftival-days were 
appointed for expiations, Sacrifices, and public games, by 
way of thankfgiving to the gods. Bat the general joy was 
difturbed by a melancholy accideht ; as the people were 
conducing Manius Tullius, the conful, from the circus 
to his houfe, he fell from his chariot, and died in three 
days of the bruits occalioned by the fall*. 

The city of Fidenae was not" yet reduced ; it held out 
during the following confulfhip of T. iEbutius and V. Ve- 
turius * but was taken the next year by T. Lartius, who, 
together with Q^Ctelius, was raffed to the confiilar dig- 
nity. The Latins, enraged at the lofs of this town, began 
to complain of their leading men ; which opportunity 
Tarquin and Mamilius improved fo far, as to induce all 
the Latin cities, twenty-four in number, to enter into an 
alliance againft Rome, and to bind themfelves by oath 
never to violate their engagements. The Latins made 
great preparations, as did likewife the Romans 5 but the 
latter could procure no affiftance from their neighbours. 
The Latin nation being much fuperior to them in ftrength, 
they fent deputies to folicit fuccours from the feveral 
Hates with which they were furrounded ; but their nego- 
tiations proved every-where unfuccefsful 5 and the republic 
had rebellious fons in her own bofom, who refufed to 
lend their aid in defence 'of their country. The poorer 
fort of people, and the debtors, refufed to take the mili- 
. tary oaths, or to ferve; alleging their poverty, and the 
fruitlefs hazards they underwent in fighting for the de- 
fence of a city, where they were opprefied and enflaved 
by their creditors. This fpirit of mutiny diffufed itfelf 
among the inferior clafies, mod of them refufing to enlift 
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themfelvesj wkfa their debts were all remitted by a decree 
of the fenate ; they even began to talk of leaving the city 
and fettling elfewhere. 

The fenate, apprehending a general infurre&ion, at W*fi**tt 
femhJed to deliberate on the .means of quieting thefe do- J ^ U L 
meftic troubles. Some propofed a free rerniffion of all theuopU. 
debts* as the fafeft expedient at that jun£fcure ; others. ' 

urged the dangerous confluences of fuch a condefcenfion,, 
advifing them to enfift fuch only as were willing to fierve„ 
not doubting but thofe who refufed their afiiftance would, 
offer it voluntarily when it was no longer defired. Seve~ 
jal other expedients were propofed ; but at length they, 
agreed, that all a&ions for debt (hould be fufpended till 
the conclufion of {he war with the Latins. But this in** 
diligence the indigent debtors thought only a fufpenfioq 
of their mifery ; and therefore it had not the intended 
efffe£k on the minds of the unruly multitude. The fenate 
might indeed have profecut?d the ringleaders of the fedi- 
tion ; but the law of Poplicola, called the Valerian law, 
which allowed appeals to> the afiernbly of the people, was 
a protection for the 4edi&ons, who were fure of being ac- 
quitted by the accotofplices of their rebellion. The fenate, 
therefor^ to elude tfa efrcfl of a privilege that put fuch a 
reftraint upon their authority, refolved to create one fu- 
preme fnagilVrate* who a with the title of diftator, fhould j u jg g it 
have an. abTolute po we* foretime : but as this ftep could necejfarjt* 
QOt be taken without ttrilung at the Jaw of Poplicola, and ^at$ a 
transferring the powder, qi the people, in criminal cafes, to d*8ator. 
a msgiftrate fuperiofe to all laws, it was ncceflary to ufe 
artifice, in order to* obtain, the conffent of the curiae. The 
fenators, therefore* reprefented to then*, in a public af- 
fembly, that, in fo difficult a conjun&ure, when they ha<* 
their domeftic quarrels' to decide, and, at the fame time, -k 
powerful enemy to repiilfe, it would be expedient to put 
the commonwealth under a fingle governor, who, fupe- 
rior to the confuls themfelves, (hould be the arbiter of th^ 
laws, and, as it were, the father of his country ; that his 
power (hould have no limits; but however, left he (hqul4 
abufe it, they (hould not truft him with it above fix 
months* / ■ i 

The people, not forefeeing the coirfequences of \kC\%Th$fnpU 
change, agreed to it; but the greateft difficulty was to* "g rei t0 tk * 
find a matt duly qualified, in all refpe&s, for fo great a t ro P°I^* 
truft. T. Lartius, one of the confuls, feemed to be of ^rlt 
men the molt unexceptionable ; but the fenate, fearing to 
offend his colleague by an invidious pr^fer^ce^ gave th& 
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confute the power of choofing a di&ator, and obliged them 
to name one, not doubting that Clselius would yield to the 
fuperior talents of his colleague ; nor were' they difap-* 
pointed in their expe&ationV But Lartius, with the fame 
readinefs, named Clselius; and the only conteft was* 
which of the two fhould raife the other to the fupreme 
authority. Each perfifted obftmately in remitting the 
dignity to his colleague, till Clselius, darting up on a 
fodden, abdicated the confulfhip, and, after the manner * 
of an interrex, proclaimed Titus Lartius diftator (I), who 
thereupon was obliged to take upon him the government 
of the republic *• 

Lartius affumed as much ftate, after he had entered 
upon his office, as he had (hewn modefty in refufing it. 
He began by creating, without the participation either of 
the fenate or people, a general of the Roman horfe (K), 

* Liv. lib. ii. cap. 18. Dion* Hal. ubi fupra. 



. (I) This fupreme officer was 
called di&ator, either becaufe 
he was diftus, that is, named 
iy the conful, or from his dic- 
tating and commanding what 
fliould be done. No one could 
be created dictator till he had 
been conful. The time aflign- 
ed for the duration of the of- 
fice was the fpace of fix 
months. The dilator was not 
allowed to march out d£ Italy, 
left he fhould take advantage 
of the diftance of the place, to 
attempt fomething againft the 
common liberty. He was air- 
ways to march on foot, except 

' in cafe of a tedious or fudden 
expedition ; and then he for- 
mally aiked leave of the people 
to ride ( i ) . In all other things 
his power was abfelute and un- 
controlled. He might pro- 
claim war, levy forces, lead 

*theni out, difband them, &c. 
without confulting the fenate. 
He could punifh as he pleafed ; 



and from his judgement lay ho 
appeals To make his authority 
more aweful, he had always 
twenty- four fafces with axes 
carried before him. The au- 
thority of all other magiftrates 
ceafecf, or were fubordinate to 
Imti. When his authority was 
expired, he was not obliged to 
give an account of any thing 
he had done during his adrai- 
niuratton (2). 

(K) As the regal power was 
revived in the dictator, he was 
allowed to create a chief offi- 
cer in the army, under the 
name of magifterequitum, that 
is, mqfter or general of the 
horfe, which anfwered to the 
office of the tribunus celerum 
in the time of the kings. It 
was the fecond dignitv in the 
Roman ftate, but, like the 
diclatorfhip, temporary. The 
magifter equitum ferved as the 
dictator's lieutenant-general, 
but fubject to his exprels order. 



(1) Dio. lib. xliv. 
Max. Foiyb. lib. iii. 



Appian. lib. iii. 



(2) Plut. in Fab. 
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an office which lafted only during the di&atorftrip, and 
which all fubfequent di&ators revived immediately after 
their ele£Hon. Sp. Caflius, formerly conful, and honour- 
ed with a triumph, was the perfon he advanced to this 
fecond ftation in the republic a . Lartius, having by thefe 
means fecured the Roman knights, refolved, in the next 
place, to make the people refpecfc and fear him. With this 
view he never appeared in public, but attended by twen- 
ty-four li£tors, to whofe fafces he again added the axes, 
which Poplicola had removed. The novelty of this fight 
was alone fufficient to awe the feditious, and, without 
executions, to fpread confternation throughout Rome. 
The murmurs of the inferior clafles being thus filenced, Tht diaa- 
the di&ator commanded a cenfus to be taken, according tor com- 
to the inftitution of king Servius. Every one, without mand * * 
exception, brought in his name and age, with the parti- J^fcjf * § 
culars of his eftate ; and there appeared to be in Rome 
one hundred and fifty thoufand feven hundred men, who 
were paft the age of puberty. Out of thefe the dictator 
formed four armies $ the firft he commanded himfelf; 
the fecond he gave to Clxlius his late cblleague ; the third 
to Sp. Caflius his general of the horfe ; and the fourth he 
left in Rome, under the command of his brother Sp. Lar- 
tius, to guard the city. The Latins were not fo forward 
in their preparations. All their hoftilities againft Rome 
this year amounted to no more than the fending a de- 
tachment into the Roman territory to lay it wafte. The 
di&ator gained fome advantage over that* party ; and the 
great humanity with which he treated the prifoners and 
wounded, difpofed the Latins to liften the more readily 
to the overtures which he at the fame time made them for 
a fufpenfion of hoftilities. At length a truce was agreed A true* is 
on for a year ; and then Lartius, feeing the republic re- «^ with 
ftored to its former tranquility, refigned the di&atorfiiip, ^'^*ri** 
though the time appointed for its duration was not yet '** *!***• 
expired b . 

The following confulihip of Sempronius Atratinus, and 
Minutius Augurinus, produced nothing memorable. But t 
next year the truce expired, when Aulus Pofthumius and 
T. Virginius took poffeflion of the confulfhip. Both Ro- . 
mans and Latins were bufied in making the neceffary pre- 
parations for war. The nobility of Latium, who were for 
the moft part in the intereft of the Tarquins, having found 
naieans to exclude the citizens from the Latin diets, car- 

* Liv. ibid, lib, ii, cap, iS. * DkuwHal. Liv.Jbid* 
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ried all before them in thofe affemblies ; fo that many of 
the citizens removed with their families to Rome, where 
they were well received. The Latins being determined 
upon war, the fenate^ notwithftanding- the harmony that 
reigned between them and the people, thought it expe* 
A new die- dient to create a dictator. The two confute being em* 
tator powered to name one of themfelves to that dignity, Vir- 

created. gLnius readily yielded it to his colleague Pofthumius, a* 
the more able commander. The new di&ator, having 
created iEbutius Elva his general of the borfe, and di- 
vided his army into four bodies, left one of them, undej 
the command of Sempronius, to guard the city, and with 
. the other three, commanded by himfelf, Virginius, and.#i 
butius, marched againft the Latins, who, with an army of 
forty thoufand fox>t, and three thoufand horfe, commanded 
by $extus TaxquinLu^ Titus Tarquinins, and Mamilius, 
bad already made tHemfelves mafters of Corbio, aftrong 
place belonging to the republic, and put the garrifon tp 
the fword. Pofthumius encamped in the night on a fteep 
bill near the lake Regilius, and Virginius occupied an* 
Other hill oppofite to him. Jibuti us was ordered to marcb 
filently in the night, with the cavalry and light-armed in^ 
iantry, to take poffeffion of a third hill upon the road, bjr 
which alone provifions could be braugjht to the Latins. 
ran of the Before ./Ebutius had fortified bis new camp, he was vi. 
Roman at- goremfly attacked by Lucius Tarquinius, whom he repaid 
my vigor- e< j faec times with great loft, the dittator having kn% 
Tucked h ^^ a ^ me ^ reinforcement. After this attack iEbutiu^ 
Lucius intercepted two couriers fent by the Volfci to the Latin 
Tarqui* generals, and, by letters found upon them, discovered, 
mm. that a confiderabte. army of the Vplfci and Hernici werq 

lb join tbe Latin force? in three days. Upon this intelli- 
gence, Pofthumius drew his three bodies, of troops toge* 
. tbexr ? amounting iij all to no more than twenty-four thou~ 
. tpp£ foot, and one thoufand horfe, with a defign to en* 
gage the enemy before the arrival of the fuccours theyex- 
pe&ed. Accordingly he encouraged his. mtn y and with 
bis army in battle array, advanced to the place where thq 
enemy was encamped. The Latins, who were much fu» 
p.erior to the Romans in number, and befides began to 
want provifions, did not decline the engagement. Tititf 
Tarquinius, at the bead of the Roman exiles and deferters, 
was in the centre, Mamilius in the right wing, and Sex- 
tus Tarquinius in the left. In the Roman army tlie dio» 
tator commanded in the centre, iEbutius in the left wing, 
and Virguuus in the right. 

The 
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The firft body which advanced was that of the di&ator ; The battU 
and, as foon as it began to march, T. Tarquinius, fing- ofRegilUu. 
ling him out, ran full fpeed againft him. The di&ator 
did not decline the encounter, but, flying at his adversary, 
wounded him with a javelin in the right fide. The firft 
line of the Latins advanced to cover their general ; but he 
being carried out of the field, they made but a faint re- 
fiftance when charged by the troops of the dictator . They 
were destitute of a leader, and began to retire, when Sex- 
tos Tarquinius, taking the place of his brother, brought 
them back to the charge, and renewed the fight with fuch 
vigour, that, the viffcory in the centre was ftill doubtful. 
On the fide, of Mamilius and ^Ebutius, both parties, en- 
couraged by the example of their leaders, fought with in- 
credible bravery and refolution. After a long and bloody 
conteft, the two generals agreed to determine the doubt- 
ful vi£kory by a fingle combat. Accordingly the two 
champions puttied on their horfes againft each other. 
JEbutius with his lance wounded Mamiiius in the breaft \ 
and Mamilius with his fword difabled .flLbutius in the 
right arm. Neither of the wounds were mortal; but 
both generals falling from their horfes, put an end to the 
combat. Marcus Valerius, the brother of Poplicola, fup- 
plying the place of ./Ebutius, endeavoured, at the head of 
the Roman horfe; to break the enemy's battalions \ but 
was repulfed by the cavalry of the Roman deferters. At 
the fame time Mamilius appeared again in the van, with 
a confiderable body of horfe and , light-armed infantry. 
Valerius, with the afliftance of his two nephews, the fons 
of Poplicola, and a chofen troop of volunteers, attempted 
to break through the Latin battalions, in order to engage 
Mamilius ; but, being furrounded by the Roman exiles, 
he received a mortal wound in his fide, fell from his horfe, 
and died. The body was carried off by the two fons of Poplicota^ 
Poplicola, notwithstanding the utmoft efforts* of the ex- brother 
ilcs, and delivered to Valerius's femnts, who conveyed **U*d\ 
it to the Roman camp $ but the young heroes being af- 
terwards invefted on all fides, and overpowered by num- and his 
bcrs, were both killed on the fpot. Upon their death, t*wofint 
the left wing of the Romans began to give ground, but 
were foon brought back by Pofthumius, who, with a body 
of Roman knights, flying to their afliftance, charged the 
exiles with fuch fury, that they were, after an obftinate 
refiftance, obliged to give way, and retire in confufion. 
In the mean time Titus Horminius, one of the di&ator's 
lieutenants, having raided thofe wio had fled, fell upon 
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fome clofc battalions of the enemy's right wing, which 
dill kept their ground under the command of Mamilius, 
killed him with his own hand, and put that body to flight. 
But while he was bufy in ft ripping the body of his enemy, 
be received a wound, of which he died foon after. 

Sextus Tarquinius in the mean time maintained the 
fight with great bravery, at the head of the left wing, 
againft the conful Virginius ; and had even broke through 
the right wing of the Roman army, when the di&ator at- 
tacked him unexpectedly with his vi&orious fquadrons. 
Then Sextus, having loft at once all hopes of vi&ory, 
threw himfelf, like one in defpair, into the ;nidft of the 
Roman knights, and there funk under a multitude of 
wounds, after he had diftinguifhed himfelf by furprifing 
a&s of valour. The death of the three generals was fol- 
lowed by the entire defeat of the Latin army. Their 
camp was taken and plundered, and moft of their troops 
were cut in pieces ; for of the forty-three thoofand men 
who came into the field, not more than ten thoufand re- 
turned home Next morning rfae Volfci and Hernici 
came, according to their agreement, to affift the Latins 5 
but finding how the battle had ended, fome of them 
were inclined to fall upon the Romans before they could 
recover from the fatigue of the preceding day ; but others 
thought it more prudent to fend ambafladors to the dicta- 
tor, to congratulate him on his vidory, and afiure him 
that they had left their ov/n country with no other de- 
fign than to affift Rome in fo dangerous a war. Poft- 
humius, by producing their couriers and letters, gave 
them to underftand, that he was acquainted with their 
defigns, and treacherous proceedings. However, out of 
a regard to the law of nations, he fent them back unhurt, 
with a challenge to their generals to fight next day : but 
the Volfci, and their confederates, not caring to engage 
a vidorious army, decamped in the night, and returned 
to their refpe&ive countries c . 

The Latins, having now no remedy but an entire fub- 
miflion, fent ambafiadors to folicit a peace at Rome, yield- 
ing themfelves abfolutely to the judgement of the fenate. 
As Rome had long fince made it a maxim to fpare tho 
nations which fubmitted, the motion of Titus Lartius, 
the late di&ator, prevailed 5 and the ancient treaties with 
the Latins were renewed, on condition, however, that 
they reftorcd the prifoners they had taken, delivered up 
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the defcfters, and expelled the Ronton exiles from La- ♦ 

tium. Thus ended the laft war which the Romans waged 
with their neighbours on account of their baniftied king, 
who, being now abandoned by the Latins, Hetrurians, 
and Sabines, retired into Campania, to Ariftodemus, ty- 
rant of Cumae, ap<d there died, in the ninetieth year of Tarqmi* 
his age, and fourteenth of his exile d . ''"• 

The freedom which the Romans recovered by the ex- 
pulfion of Tarquin, being now fecured to them by the 
death of that prince, who was the laft of his family, and 
the Latin war ended, greatly to the advantage of the re- 
public, Pofthumius laid down his office; the courts of 
juftice were again opened ; and the creditors began to 
profecute their debtors (L) with more rigour than ever ; 

which 
* Cic. Tufc. lib. iii. n. 27. 



(L) When the debtor was 
infolvent, the creditor had & 
right to put him in irons, or to 
fell him as a {lave. After a 
Certain number of citations, the 
law granted to the debtor 
thirty days of jjrace*, to raife 
the turn for which he was ac- 
countable. The words of the 
law are : " Mm confeffi, re* 
bufque jure judicatis, triginti 
dies jufti funto. Poft dein 
manum endojacito — Vincito 
aut nervo, aut compedibus." 
u When the debt is confefled, 
and the trial palled, let there 
be thirty days of forbearance. 
Afterwards lay hands on him— 
Bind him either with a cord, 
or fetters," After the thirty 
days were expired, if the deb- 
tor had not difcharged the 
debt, he was led to the prae- 
tor, who delivered him over to 
the mercy of his creditors. 
Tbefe bound him, and kept 
him in chains for the fpace of 
fixty days. Afterwards, for 
three market-days fucceffively, 
the debtor was brought to the 
tribunal of the prator : then 
a public crier proclaimed '& the 



forum the debt for which the 
prifoner was detained. It of- 
ten happened, that rich per- 
fons redeemed the, prifoner, 
by paying his debts; but if 
no body appeared in behalf of 
the debtor, after the third 
market-day, the creditor had 
a right to inflidr. the puniih- 
rnents appointed by the law. 
** Tertiis nundinis capite pae- 
nas dato, aut trans Tiberim 
peregre venumduito;" that is f 
" Let him, on the third* mar- 
ket-day, be punifhed with 
death, or fold beyond the Ti- 
ber as a flave." If there were 
feveral creditors, they were al- 
lowed, in confequence of this, 
fevere law, to divide the body 
of the prifoner into feveral 
parts, and (hare it among them, 
in proportion to the ium they 
demanded : but, according to 
Quintilian and Cscilius, hu- 
manity and cuftom had given 
prefcription againft fo barba- 
rous a law, which was never 
put in execution. This pu- 
nishment was changed to coer- 
cion ; that is, the creditors 
had a right to unprifon their 
D 2 debtors 
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which revived the complaints and murmurs amimg the 
inferior claffes. To prevent the difturbances which thefe 
might occafion, the fenate procured the conful(hip for 
Appius Claudius, who had ever oppofed, with great 
warmth, the pretenfions of the people ; but, left he fhould 
exert too great feverity >they gave him for his colleague 
P. Servilius, a man of :geiitle and^humane temper, 
greatly beloved by the people. The letter exhorted the 
fenate, as foon as he entered upon his office, to eafe the 
people, and reftrain the feverity of the creditors; but 
Appius maintained, that it was a manifeft injuftice to re- 
lieve the debtors at the expence of the creditors. The 
fenate affembled daily, in order to fettle the tranquility of 
the city uppn a lafting foundation ; but met with fo many 
difficulties, the confuls being of different opinions, that 
they could never come to any conclufion. In the mean 
time, the oppreffed populace held fecret afTemblies in the 
night, and feemed difpofed to rife up' in arms ; fo' that 
the fenate began to apprehend nothing lefs than a civil 
war. In the mtdft of thefe difturbances, the Voifci, who 
were well' acquainted with the prefenc ftate of the city, 
having drawn together a body of forces, advanced to- 
wards Rome, promifing themfelves great advantages from 
the domeftic diforders, and univerfal confujion, which 
reigned in the city. It was therefore neceflary for the 
confuls to raife an army ; but the Roman youth absolutely 
refufed to ferve. This difobedience occasioned new dif- 
putes between the confuls, Claudius being inclined to fe- 
verity, and Servilius to moderation. As the time drew 
near for taking the field againft the Volfci, the fenate de- 
creed, that Servilius fhould command the army, and 
Claudius govern the city. But though Servilius was 
looked upon as a friend to the people, yet they refufed to 
inlift themfelves, unlefs the fenate came firft to Come de- 
termination about the important affair of debts. Servi- 
lius was therefore obliged to march againft the enemy 
with fuch only as offered to ferve from a perfonal affec- 
tion to him. The Volfci, depending on the civil broils at 
Rome, had not been fo expeditious in their preparations 
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for the war, as to be in a condition to oppofe a Roman 
army in the field; and therefore they had recourfe to in- ThtVolfd 
treaties, by which they prevailed upon the good-natured fue for 
conful to favour them, and grant them a peace, upon P' ac *» . 
condition that they fupplied his troops with cloaths and ZVtfC * *f 
provifions, and delivered to him three hundred hoftages 
of the beft families c . 

Not long after the return of Servilius, the fenate was 
informed from Latium, that the Volfci were making netf 
preparations for war ; that they had engaged the Hernici 
and Sabines to join them again ft Rome, and fent depu- 
ties to their nation for the fame purpofe. Thefe deputies 
the Latin ambafiadors brought with them, and delivered 
them up to the fenate. Such a treacherous method of War dt- 
proceeding in the Volfci, after they had been fo kindly dared 
treated by the conful Servilius, incenfed the fenate, and Ani . w A *l 
war was immediately declared 5 but while the fenators *y l ?£ 
were fitting, a plebeian, loaded with chains, appeared in 
the forum. He was advanced in years, tall of ft at u re, 
lean, pale, with his eyes funk in his head, a long beard, 
and his hair in diforder. The people looked on him with 
great attention, till at length feveral knew him, and re- 
membered to have ferved with him in the wars, and to 
have feen him fight in the firft ranks of the legions with 
great valour. His appearance raifed the compaflion of 
the multitude ; but when they heard him gave an account 
of his misfortunes, they were filled with rage and indig- 
nation. He told them, that he was born free; that he 
had, in twenty-eight battles, expofed his life for the good 
of his country ; that, in the laft war with the Sabines, he 
not only had been hindered from cultivating his little in- 
heritance, but that the enemy, in an incurfion, after hav- 
ing plundered his houfe, had fet it on fire ; that the ne« 
ceffities of life, and the tributes, which, notwithftanding 
his misfortunes, he was obliged to pay, had forced him 
to contra£t debts ; that the intereft being grown, by de- 
grees, to an exceffive fum, he was reduced to the melan- 
choly expedient of yielding up his inheritance to difcharge 
part of it ; but that the mercilefs creditor, not being yet 
quite paid, had dragged him to prifon, with two or his 
children ; that, to oblige him to haften the payment of 
the refidue, he had delivered him over to his flaves^ who, 
by his order, had fcourged him with the utmoft barbarity. 
At the fame time he flung off his garment, and difcovered 

e Dion. Hal. p« 361—367. Li v. lib., ii. cap. 22—26. 

D 3 his 



3* 



ThtfeopU 
incenfeeL 

thefmatt. 



Servilius 
appeals 
the tumult. 



The fnfuls 
yuarref. 



The Roman Hi/lory. 

his back (till bloody, and, on his breaft, the fears of the 
honourable wounds which he had received in fighting 
for his country. 

At this affe&ing fpe&acle, the people, already ripe for 
fed ition, uttered a thoufand execrations againft the patri- 
cians, and made fuch outcries, as terrified the fenate, 
who were then fitting. The people flocked from all quar- 
ters into the forum ; the artificers left their (hops ; and 
thofe who were confined for debt, having found means 
to efcape from their creditors, with the fqualid figure they 
made in their tattered cloaths, and the noife of their 
chains, raifed both pity and indignation. Thefe unhappy 
wretches fpread themfelves all over the city; and, if any 
one offered to ftop them, he was immediately maflacred 
by the enraged 'multitude. The conful Appius, feeing 
that the fury of the mutineers was like to fall upon him, 
left the fenate, and, by favour of the tumult, reached his 
own houfe in fafety. Servilius, having pulled off his 
robe, that he might be more agreeable to the peo- 
ple, ran into the thickeft of the crowd ; and, though he 
embraced fome, threw himfelf at the feet of others, and 
fhewed great compaflion for all, yet he could not pre- 
vail upon them to fufpend afts of violence for that 
day, till he had promifed that the fenate fhould have 
regard to their complaints ; nay, he went farther, and 
proclaimed, ^by a herald, that no one fhould moleft any 
Roman citizen for debt, till the fenate had decreed other- 
wife '. 

Next day the forum was filled, both with citizens and 
country people, brought thither by their common intereft. 
The fenate aifembled j and Servilius laid before them 
the abfolute neceffity, in fuch a conjun&ure, of abating 
the feverity of the laws. On the other hand, Appius 
pretended, that this projeft tended to the ruin of the fub- 
ordination neccflary in a well-governed ilate ; and that 
the condefcenfion which Servilius fc'as for (hewing to the 
neceflities of the people, would be looked upon by the. fe- 
ditious only as a difguifed weaknefs, and fo breed new 
pretenfions. As Appius could not bear contradiction, his 
fpeech was tin&ured with the harfhnefs of his manners : 
he even defcended to perfonal refleftions, and reprefented 
his colleague as a vile flatterer of the plebeians, and a fa-* 
vourer of the revolt. Servilius, in his turn, reproached 
him with the obftinacy of his temper, his pride, and anU 
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inofity to the people. The fenators were divided between • 
thefe two great man 5 £b that there was no end of their 
difputes. In the mean time, the people expe&ed with 
impatience a decree in their favour j and there not being 
a fufficient number of fenatqrs aflembled for that purpofe, 
they imputed their abfence to the management of the con- 
fute, in order to fruftrate their hopes. While the people 
'were yet in the foriim, they faw iome horfemen come full 
fpeed to acquaint the Romans, that the Volfci were ad- Tfo Volfci 
vancing, with a defign to befiege Rome. The plebeians *<&>«>«* /• 
were overjoyed to fee thej^country in danger ; and when W'8 g 
the debtors were invited to take up arms in defence of the Qmi * 
common liberty, they {hewed the chains with which 
their creditors had loaded them : " Is it not the fame 
thing to us (faid they), whether thefe (hackles are put 
on us by the enemy, or by our own, countrymen ? Let the 
patricians expofe their lives, fince they alone reap advan- 
tage from our vi&ories. Shall we make a rampart with 
our bodies, only to hinder the enemy from pulling down 
our prifons, and carrying away our chains ?" It was ne- 
cefTary, in this extremity, that fomething fhould be done 
to quell the tumult, and induce the people to lend their 
afliftance againft an infulting enemy. 

Appius wasobftinate and inflexible ; but Servilius was Theconful 
prevailed upon by his friends to make the people fuch pro- ServHius 
mifes in the name of the fenate, as the fenators were «W *** 
firmly refolved never to perform. He told them, that it W 1 '****- 
was not confident with the dignity of the fenate to com- 
ply with their demands, from motives of fear \ but that, 
when the war fhould be ended, it would, in gratitude, re- 
mit all their debts. This promife abated the fury of the 
populace; and reading a decree, which paffed the fame 
day, entirely quelled it. All creditors were thereby forbid- 
den to profecut^ any Roman citizen for debt, who was 
willing to ferve ; but the creditors were commanded to 
profecute all fuch debtors with the utmoft feverity, as 
either fhould refufe to ferve, or defert after they were in- 
rolled. To this wife law Rome owed her preservation \ 
for it was no fooner published, than multitudes crouded to 
the Capitol, and even made intcreft to be admitted into 
the legions. When the levies were completed, Servilius 
marched to meet the enemy, and encamped near the Pon- 
tine lake ; where the Volfci, attempting to furprife his Defeats 
camp, were entirely defeated. The conful, to reward his the Volfci, 
foldicrs, gave them all the'fpoil, that they might be 

D 4 en- 



40 ■ i The Roman Uifiory. 

enabled to pay their debts (M). He then marched to 
and talis Suefla Pometia, the capital of the Volfci, took it by 
their capi- jjfl* a ui tj an d p U t all to the fword who were able to bear 
'* arms. He gave likewife this wealthy city to be plun- 

dered by the foldiers, without referving any part of the 
fpoil for the public treafury. In the mean time Appius, 
who had been left in Rome, beheaded the three hundred 
hoftages, which the Volfci had given to the Romans, upon 
Servilius's fir ft expedition s. 

So glorious a campaign merited a triumph for the con-r 
ful, who returned to the city with hopes of obtaining it \ 
He is r*- but, on his arrival, he was informed, that his colleague 
fufeda Appius had perfuaded the fenate to refufe him that ho- 
triumph $ nour, under pretence that he was a feditious man, who 
aimed at popularity, by an exceffive indulgence and pro- 
fufenefs to his foldiers* Servilius, being fenfibly affefted 
with the unjuft proceedings of the fenate, took a boldftep, 
which afterwards proved s*/fatal precedent to his country. 
He np fooner arrived before the walls of Rome, which 
none were allowed to enter who demanded a triumph, 
than he caufed the people to be called together in a field, 
and there complained to them, both of the jealoufy of his 
colleague, and the injuftice of the fenate : upon which com- 
plaint, the people encouraged him, by their acclamations, 
hut tri- to attempt whatever he pleafed. With regard therefore 
umphs in to the decifion of the fenate, he decreed himfelf a tri- 
Jptfiof the unl ph, an( j marched, with the ufual pomp, to the Capitol, 
j na e. ^Howed by his army, and attended by all the people h . 

While the populace amufed themfelves with public 
games and rejoicings, on account of the viftory over the 
Volfci, ambaflTadors arrived from the Aurunci, demand- 
ing, that the Roman garrifon in Ecetra, a Volfciantown, 
which had lately fubmitted to Rome, fhould be removed 
from thence; and adding threats, in cafe of refufal. As 
Ecetra ftood on the confines of the country of the Aur 
fOTci, they had taken umbrage at the neighbourhood of % 
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that garrifon. The fenate fent the envoys back with this 
anfwer ; " Go, tell your matters, that it is a dangerous 
thing to attack thofe whofe very neighbourhood is for- 
midable to them." The Aurunci, provoked at this an- 
fwer, entered Latium, and advanced as far as Aricia j 73, iw» 
where they were met by the Roman army, under the runci enter 
command of Servilius, and the famous Pofthumius, fur- Latium* 
named Regillenfis, from the vi&ory he had gained over 
the Latins at the lake Regillus. The battle that'enfued 
was very bloody ; but the Romans, though at firft greatly 
dilheartened at the gigantic ftature, ferocity, and mar- 
tial air, of the enemy, gained at length a complete Arede- 
viftory, and made themfelves matters of the camp of the fitted, and 
Aurunci, who retired into their own country K **eir camp 

Of all the plebeians, who fervfcd in this and in the late *****' 
war with the Volfci, none behaved with more gallantry 
than thofe who were moft in debt : the people therefore 
thought, that, after fo many vi&ories, they might demand 
of the fenate the performance of Servilius's promife. ttefeve- 
But the inflexible Appius feemedto redouble the feverity rityof Ap~ 
of the judgements he gave againft fuch debtors as were P ius *°- 
brought before his tribunal: he ordered all thofe who had ™" r '* J ih€ 
been fet at liberty during the war to be brought back to # twu 
their prifons by force. Thofe: who were arretted appealed 
to Servilius, urging the promifes he had made before the 
campaign, and the fervices they had done in the war ; 
but Appius having got the afcendant in the fenate, Servi- 
lius had not intereft enough to prevail upon them to fulfil 
his promife given in their name, or to proteft the un- 
happy debtors : fo that he became as much defpifed as 
Appius was hated. This contempt appeared very remark- 
ably, when the time came to confecrate a temple, which 
had been ere&ed to Mercury. The confecrator was to 
enjoy confiderable powers and privileges; and, on this 
account, the fenate, unwilling to difguft either Appius 
or Servilius, referred the whole matter to the people. 
The curiae were therefore aflembled, with full power to Servilius 
choofe a confecrator ; and they, to fhew how much they treated by 
were difpleafed with both the confuls, beftowed the ho- the people 
nour of confecrating the temple on one Laetorius, who ™ lth con ~ 
was only a centurion. Appius and Servilius, equally en- ^c 0tnes 
raged at this mark of difrefpeft, joined with the fenate their ene- 
in putting the laws in execution againft debtors with the my. 
Utmoft feverity ; but the people, paying no regard to their 
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authority, when any plebeian was profecuted for debt, 
crowded into the forum, and made fuch a clamour, that the 
fentence pronounced by the judges could not be heard. 
They no longer endeavoured to appeafe their creditors, or 
mollify the fenate by entreaties, but infulted both ; fo 
that the patricians, and not the plebeians, were now in 
danger of imprifonment and flavery k . 
fhi Sm" l n the mean time, the Sabines, encouraged by thefe in- 

*j*f' r f" teftine broils, revolted, and engaged the Roman colony of 
the people Medulia to enter into an alliance with them ; which was 
re/ufe to confirmed by mutual oaths. The new confuls, A. Vir- 
firvi. ginius and T. Veturius, both men of little note, fum- 

moned the tribes, in order to raife an army for the war 
which threatened them; but the people obftinately re- 
fufed to enlift, till fuch time as all debts mould be can- 
celled. The confuls, afcending their tribunal, called upon 
one of the moft fa£Hous by name to be inrolled. As the, 
man did not anfwer the funimons, he was inftamiy feized 5 
but the populace refcued him out of the li&ors hands, and 
infulted both the confuls and patricians who attended 
them. While the city was thus rent into fa&ions, and 
all things feemed to tend to a civil war, envoys arrived 
from the Latins and Cruftumini, complaining of the hofti- 
lities of the iEqui and Sabines ; and, at the fame time, 
The Volfct ambafTadors came from the Volfci, demanding reftitution 
threaten a Q f the lands which had been taken from them in the late 
w * r# war. Thefe embaffies filled the Romans with confterna- 

tion, or joy, according to the party each had embraced. 
As it was necefTary to give all thefe deputies proper an- 
fwers, the fenate affembled, and, after long debates, re- 
turned the following anfwer to the ambafTadors of the 
Volfci ; " That it was not confiftent with the honour of 
the republic to comply with their demands." As to the 
Latins and Cruftumini, who were in alliance with Rome, 
they were a flu red, that the republic would not leave them 
expofed to the infults of their enemies. With thefe an- 
ftrers the ambafTadors were difmiffed ; but as Rome could 
neither proteft her allies, nor repulfe her enemies, unlefa 
peace were firft eftablifhed at home, the fenate met again 
next day, to deliberate upon the methods necefTary to re- 
ftore the public tranquility. 

The conful Virginius declared for prote£ing thofe 
debtors who had fought fo fuccefsfully the laft year, and 
for leaving the others to the feverity of the law. Titus 
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Lartius, that venerable fenator, who had been formerly 
dictator, pleaded in behalf of all debtors. Appius enu- 
merated all the motives which had engaged him to fide 
with the patricians ; declared that he could not change 
his opinion ; urged the dangerous confequences of violat- 
ing contra&s between debtors and creditors j and, in the 
clofe of his fpeech, propofed naming a didator in the pre- 
fent extremity. This expedient was thought dangerous 
by fome oftheoldeft fenators; but the motion was car- 
ried by a majority. Manius Valerius, a man of feventy Mmuiut 
years of age, brother to the famous Poplicola, was no- Valerius* 
minatedby one of the confute, contrary to the law, which brother t& 
required, that the di&ator fhould be chofen out of fuch P9 P li f°l"» 
as had been, or were a&ually confuls ; but as no man was 'diQaur. 
judged more proper for that ftation at this time, the ne- 
ceflity of the cafe made the fenate overlook this obje&ion. 
Valerius, as foon as he was proclaimed di&ator, named, 
for his general of the horfe, Quintus Servilius, brother to 
the laft year's conful. Finding the minds of the people 
inclined to his government, he ascended the tribunal, and 
harangued the multitude, reminding them of the great 
zeal his family had always {hewed for their intereft, and 
defiring their confidence in return. He promifed, that If 
, they would lend their afliftance, and ferve their country 
at this time, he would procure for them, from the fenate, 
all the reafonable condefcenfions they could expeft : 
M And, in the meantime, (faid he), I command that no 
mention be made of confiscations or imprifonments during 
my adminiftration." The people, depending on the pro- jj e + rem 
mifes of the diftator, took arms with pleafiire, and ten vails 'with 
legions were foon raifed, three of which were given to the people 
each conful, and four referved for the di&ator. Veturius to f' r *"* 
was ordered to march againft the iEqui ; Virginius againft 
the Volfci ; and the diftaytor himfelf led his legions againft 
the Sabines. The three generals were all attended with <The JEqui 9 
fuccefs, and it proved a glorious campaign for the repub- Volfci, and 
lie. Valerius, on his return, was honoured with a .tri- Sakintsde^ 
umph. As a farther mark of diftinftion, both the fenate f iat *** 
and the people r agreed in allotting him an honourable 
place in the circus at the celebration of the public games ; 
and appointed that a curule chair fhould be always placed 
there for his accommodation \ an honour which they 
made hereditary in his family l . 
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The f matt Valerius, remembering his promifes to the people, de- 
T$fuftst9 ihanded of the fenate the performance of them; but the 
*"fl$j» patrician ufurers had made fuch a party, during his ab- 
dtmands of ^ ence > that the fenators not only refufed to comply with 
thi diQator his demands, but reproached him with the affection of his 
in favour family for the plebeians, and betraying the interefts of the 
•f thi pi*> fenate. The prudent dictator, to prevent, in fome de- 
'*• gree, the misfortunes which threatened the republic, fent 

a colony of poor debtors to Velitrae, which had been juft 
taken from the Volfci ; but as there ftill remained a great 
number of thofe unhappy perfons, he folicited anew the 
fenate in their favour. His motion being rejected, he told 
the fenators in anger, that perhaps, in a fliort time, they 
would wifh for fuch an interceflbr with the plebeians ; and, 
Bfixeafts leaving the fenate abruptly, fummoned the people. When 
himfelf to |jj e a flembly was formed, he appeared in it with all the 
mtdrefwns enfigns of his dignity, and, in the firft place, acknowleged 
his dignity, his obligations to them ; then he made great complaints 
of the infincere conduit of the fenate, with regard to 
both them and him ; and laftly, declared his refolution to 
retire, or to furrender himfelf to their difcretion, if they 
fufpe£ted that he had betrayed their intereft. Having 
ended his fpeecb, he laid down his employment, and 
ftripped himfelf of the enfigns of the di&atorfliip. The 
people, who had heard him with fentiments of refpecl; and 
veneration, conducted him to his houfe with loud acclama- 
tions, as if he had procured the abolition of their debts* 
The fenate, to prevent the diforders which they forefaw 
muft attend the abdication of an injured dictator, ordered 
the two confuls, who ftill held the foldiers engaged by 
their oath (N), to lead the army into the field, under pre- 
tence that the/Equi and Sabines were, making frefh prepara- 
tions for war. The foldiery, who were apprifed of the arti- 
fice, went out of Rome with the utmoft rage ; and, as foon 
as they were in the field, fome of the moft feditious pro- 
posed the afiaflinating of the confuls, not out of any per- 

(N) The giving the military fembled the bodies they corn- 
oath, called facramentum, was, manded ; then one foldier in a 
properly fpeaking, the legal legion fwore, in the name of 
method of forming the Roman all the reft, to obey the com - 
armies. After the foldiers had mander of the Roman army, 
been chofen out of each tribe, After this ceremony, every 
this oath was adminiftered to foldier came, and fingly en- 
them in the following manner : gaged to perform what had 
the tribunes of each legion af« been fworn. 
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fonal hatred, but merely to free themfelves from the oath 
which bound them to their command. Others thought it 
would be infamous to put an end to the religious engage- 
ments they had entered into with the confuls by criminal 
means, and, on that account, reje&ed the motion. After 
the leaders of the mutiny had confidered of various pro- 
jects, they determined at laft to carry away the military 
enfigns and ftandards, and engage all the troops to follow 
them without the privity of their officers. This defign 
was executed under the conduft of a plebeian, named Si- 
cinnius Bellutus. The troops marched away, and en- 
camped beyond the Anio, three miles from Rome, on a 
hill, called afterwards the Sacred Mount, as their retreat 
was ftyled the feceffion". 

The firft meafure of the rebellious army, was, to choofe 
a general, and Sicinnius was named for that office. 
Then they fecured themfelves within ftrong entrench- 
ments, where they lay quiet, without' committing any 
hoftilities. The confuls and officers, feeing themfelves 
thus deferted by tjheir troops, difpatehed a meflenger to 
Sicinnius, exhorting him to return to the camp, and 
bring back the troops to their duty: but he returned fuch 
an anfwer, as (hewed, that he was determined to keep no 
meafures with the patricians. A defertion fo general, 
which looked like the beginning of a civil war, gave great 
tmeafinefs to the fenate, and occafioned ai general confter- 
nation in the city. The patrician^ were forced to guard 
the gates in their own perfons, in order to prevent the citi- 
zens from going out to join the malcontents ; but, notwith- 
ftanding this precaution, thofe who were burdened with 
debts, and fuch as loved novelty, efcaped, and fled to the 
•camp of Sicinnius. In this general confufion the fenate 
met dailyj and, after warm debated, in which they mu- 
tually accufed each other of indulgence and feverity, they 
at length agreed to fend a deputation to the malcontents, 
offering them a general pardon, and exhorting them to 
return to the city. But this ftep only ferved to increafe 
the infolence of the fbldiers: the deputies were therefore 
fent back contemptuoufly, with no other anfwer, than 
that the patricians (hould foon find what enemies they had 
to deal with. This anfwer occafioned new alarms in 
the city". 

In th$ mean time the two confuls, whofe magiftracy 
was near expiring, afiembled the centuries^ which werd 
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left in Rome for the ele&ion of their fucceflbrs ; and z$ 
no perfon, at fo dangerous a conjuncture, ftood candidate 
for that dignity, they obliged Pofthumius Com in i us, 
andSpurius Caffius Vifcellinus, both confular men, and 
equally agreeable to the plebeians and patricians, to ac- 
cept the confulfliip. Their fir ft care was to convene the 
. fenate, to deliberate upon the moil fpeedy and eafy me* 

Wmma*- thods of reftoring peace and union. Menenius Agrippa, 
the/matt. a man °f g reat integrity, and who had flood neuter in the 
divifions of the people and fenate, being the firft called 
upon to give his opinion, declared warmly for a reconci- 
liation with the people, and propofed fending fuch depu- 
ties as were agreeable to them, with full power to accom- 
modate matters up.on whatever conditions they fhould 
think necefiary for the good pf the republic. M. Valerius, 
the late dictator, upbraided the fenate with negle£Ung his 
former counfels ; accufed them of indifcretion, in hot 
offering the people an abolition of their debts by the firft 
deputation ; foretold, that the mutineers would, befides 
their firft demands, infill upon lading fecurities for their 
future prefer vation from oppreflionj and laftly, declared 
for the opinion of Menenius, advifing the fenate not to 
• delay one moment giving the people fatisfa&ion, let their 
demands be what they would. Appius oppofed, in a 
very plaufible harangue, the opinion of Menenius and 
Valerius, ai\d declared entirely againft treating with the 
rebels till they had laid down their arms ; but, on that 
, condition, recommended mercy and indulgence. The 
fenate was divided \ the old men declared for Menenius 
Agrippa and Valerius ; the young fenators, jealous of the 
prerogatives of their rank) efpoufed the opinion of Appius ; 
and the uprqar was fo great, that they almoft came to 
blows. The two confuls, who were difpofed to favour 
the people, having conferred together in private, deter- 
mined to give time to thofe hot fpirits to cool j and with 
that view put off the decifion of this great affair till an- 
other day. But before the aflembly broke up, in order to 
intimidate the young fenators, who had oehavcd in a 
„ very audacious manner, they threatened to exclude them 
from the fenate, by fixing the age (O) necefiary for a fe- 

nator, 

(O) It is manifefl from the fenate ; and yet that there 
hence, that the laws had not was a fixed age afterwards re* 
yet determined at what age a quired, ' is very certain ; for 
perfon might be admitted into Tully, in fpeakingof Pompey 

fays, 
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nator, tinlefs they brought a more pcaceabie difpofition of 
mind with them. Some days after the fenate met, when 
every thing was tranfaflied with great tranquility : Mene- 
nius being defired again to declare his fentiments, ftill 
continued to think it neceflary, that plenipotentiaries 
fhould be feAt to the malcontents, with full power to grant 
them whatever they Ihould think confident with the good 
of the republic. All the fenators who had been confuls 
agreed with Menenius, except Appias, who continued to 
proteft againft treating with rebels till.they had laid down 
their arms ; and prayed Jupiter, and the tutelar gods of 
Rome, that he might be deceived in his apprehenfions of 
the evil confequences of fuch a ftep °. 

However, the fenate, determined by all means to divert Dehaiet 
the prefent evil, continued in their former refolution of fiJtZto 
fending commiffioners to treat with the malcontents. Ac- f inaii " 
cordingly ten were named, and among them T. Lartius ' ireat *** 
Menenius Agrippa, and M. Valerius, all three in great ^T**" 1 ' 
efteem, and of whom two had governed the republic, and 
commanded her armies in quality of dictators, Thefe 
with their colleagues, fet out for the camp, where they 
were received with all the refpecT: due to their charade/ 
The prefence of the deputies would have been fufficient to 
bring back the mutineers to their duty, had not fome tur- 
bulent fpirits taken care to keep up the fire of difcord 
Thefe were Sicinnius Bellutus, and another plebeian of 
the fame character, named Lucius Junius, like the foun- 
der of the republic ; nay, he afFefted the furname of 
Brutus, thinking himfelf deftined to deliver the people 
from the tyranny of the fenate, as the famous Brutus had 
freed Rome from the oppreflions of the kings. Thefe 
two, being appointed by the malcontents to treat with the 
deputies from the fenate, effaced, with their artful 
fpeeches, the impreffion which the prefence of the.depu- 

• Liv. Jib. n\ cap. 3*. 

(i), fays, that lie commanded what age the law fixed is un- 

armies before he had attained certain. . Dio Caffius limits it 

to-thcage that was required in to twenty-five, which was the 

a fenator: the fame is affirmed age required for the quaftor* 

by Plutarch 5 and no expreflion (hip, the firft office of anv con- 

is more frequendy made ufe fiderable note. However, we 

of by theamaent hiftonans in read of many pcrfons promoted 

the lives of great men, ttan to this dignity, without any^ 

that of setas fenatona. But regard had to their years. 

Cx) Cic. pro Lege Manil. 
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ties, and their harangues had made on the minds of the 
multitude. But Menenius Agrippa, after having aflured 
them that the fenate had, with unanimous confent, de- 
termined to annul all bonds and obligations at prefent 
fubfifting, fo foftened th,e populace by this promife, and 
the famous apologue of a confpiracy of aU the mem- 
bers of the human body againft the ftomach, which he 
applied to the people and the fenate, that they all cried 
out they were fatisfied, and that he might iead them back 
to Rome p. 

This fudden motion alarmed the pretended Brutus, who 
reprefented to the people, that they ought indeed to be 
very thankful for the abolition of their debts ; but that he 
could not forbear letting them know, he was very, appre- 
hend ve about their future fate ; and therefore was of opi- 
nion, that means fhould be found to fecure the liberties 
of the people againft the attempts of the ambitious pa- 
tricians. " What other fecurity can you afk," replied 
Menenius, " befides what our laws, and the conftitutioq 
of the republic already afford ?" " Give us leave (anfwer- 
ed 3rutus), to choofe annually out of the tody of the 
plebeians a certain number of magiftrates, who, with- 
out having any other authority in Rome than that of pro- 
tecting them, may oppofe or difannul any edi&s or judge- 
ments which {hall be burdenfonte to the people. If you 
come hither with a fincere intention of peace, you can- 
not reject fo equitable a propofal." The deputies, fur- 
prifed at fuch a demand, told them, that they afked a very 
extraordinary indulgence, which abfolutely exceeded the 
bounds of their inftru&ions and powers ; but that M. 
Valerius, and fome others of the deputies, would make 
their report of it to the fenate, and return with an an- 
fwer. 

Accordingly, they repaired with all fpeed to Rome, 
where M. Valerius gave his opinion in favour of the peo- 
ple ; while Appius, burning with indignation, exclaimed 
againft the dreadful confequences which would attend 
fuch condefcenfion. But his remonftrances were negleft- 
ed, and the other fide prevailed, moft of the fenators be- 
ing weary of thefe divifions, and defirous to have peace on 
any terms ; fo that, with almoft an univerfal confent, a 
fenatufconfultum or decree of the fenate was pafled, per- 
mitting the creation of thefe new magiftrates, who were 
called. tribunes of the people. This decree, which in- 



P Liv. lib. ii. cap. 39* 



eluded 



Tbe Roman Hi/lory. , 

eluded atfo the abolition of debts, was carried by the de- 
puties of thefenate to the camp as a feal of peace. The 
people were now impatient to return to Rome $ but the 
leaders of the fedition would not allow them to feparate, 
before they had ele&ed the new magistrates. The afiem*. 
bly was held in the camp, and the aufpices being taken, 
the fuffrages were gathered by curiae, when L* Junius 
Brutus, and C. Sicinnius Bellutus, were chofen the -firft 
tribunes. Thefe immediately named the two Licinii, 
Publius and Cams, with Sp* Icilius Ruga, to be their col- 
leagues ^. Before. they left the camp, a law was paffed* 
whereby the perfons of the tribunes were made (acred* 
To make this law perpetual, all the Romans were obliged 
to fwear, for themfelves and their pofterity, that they 
would inviolably obferve it. After thefe regulations, the 
people ere&ed an altar to Jupiter the Terrible, on the 
top of the hill where they had encamped ; and, having 
confecrated the place of their retreat, which, from this 
time, was called the Sacred Mount, they followed the 
deputies of the fenate, and returned to the city r (P). 

One 



4 Dion. Halic. lib. vi. p. 368. 
Liv. lib. iii. cap. 30—33. 

(P) The tribunes were at 
firft five in number ; but in a 
few years five more were add- 
ed. They were always chofen 
by the plebeians, and out of 
their body. Their fole func- 
tion was to defend the liber- 
ties of the plebeians, and to 
interpofe in all grievances of- 
fered them by their fuperiors. 
This interpofing in matters de- 
termined by thefenate, or other 
magiftrat.es, was called inter- 
ceifio, and was performed by 
(landing up, and pronouncing' 
only one word, ** Veto : I for- 
bid it." They had their feats 
placed at the door of the fe- 
nate, and were never admitted 
but when the con fills called 
them to alk their opinion upon 
forae affair that concerned tlt& 
intcrefts of the people. As for 
theenfigns of their office, they 
* Vol. X. 
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had no toga praetexta, li&ors, > 
or curule chair ; but were ha- 
bited like private men, and 
attended only by one fervant, 
called viatof. Their power 
was confined within the wall* 
of Rome, or extended at moft 
to a mile round the city. They 
were not allowed to be abfent 
from the city a day, Dio fays 
an hour, except in the ferias 
Latinae. To (hew their rea- 
dinefs to protect the people, 
they were obliged to keep their 
doors open night and day. 
Their authority was very great ; 
for though at firft they pre- 
tended only to prevent oppref- 
fion, yet afterwards they usurp- 
ed the power of doing almoft 
whatever they pleafed, having 
the populace to fupport them. 
They afiembled the people* 
enafted Ww*v made decrees, 
£ and 
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One of the firft ftcps of the tribunes towards an in* 
creafe of power was, to afk permiflion of the fenate to 
choofe two affiftants in the execution of their office. This 
hew demand was alfo complied with, and two perfons were 
chofen out of the plebeians to be the tribunes affiftants or 
agents. Thefe afterwards had the cognizance of a great 
many affairs, which before belonged to the confuls, and 
the infpe&ion of all buildings, both public and private 3 
from which laft branch of their office they took the name 
of sediles, with the epithet of plebeian, to diftinguiih 
them from the sediles cdrules, of whom we (hall {peak 
hereafter. 

Concord being thus re-eftablifhed in Rome, troops were 
eafily railed to march againft the Volfci, whom the con- 
sul Cominius defeated in a pitched battle, and took from 
them Longula ahd Polufca. He marched next to befiege 
Corioli, the metropolis of the Volfci, which he likewife 
reduced, and gained a victory over the Antiates the fame 
day. But Caius Marcius, a young patrician, had all the 
glory of both actions : for the befieged having made a vi- 
gorous fally, and driven the Romans back quite to their 
intrench ments, Marcius, by his words and example, ral- 
lied the fugitives, brought them back to the charge, and, 
having obliged the enemy to retire into the city, followed 
them io clofe, that he entered with them, and made him- 
felf matter of the place. He then haftened to join the 
conful's army, which was upon the point of engaging 
with the Antiates, who were come to affift their allies. 
In the engagement which enfued, he behaved with equal 
bravery, and was attended with equal fuccefs, the vi&ory, 
which was gained, being entirely owing to his courage 
and prudent conduct. Next day the conful, having cauf- 
ed his tribunal to be erected before his tent, and called 
his foldiers together, made an harangue to them, which 
was little more than a panegyric on the brave Marcius* 
He put a crown of gold upon his head 5 affigned him a 
tenth part of the fpoil ; gave him a fine horfe, with rich 
furniture, in the name of the republic ; allotted him as 
much money as he could carry away ; and, laftiy, allow* 



and executed them upon the 
$1 a gi Urates themfelves, com- 
manding fohietimes the confuls 
to be carried to prifon. In 
ihort, they occafioned greater 
iiiturfcancs* in the fbi£ than 
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they are ftyied by fome of the 
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td "him to choofe * any ten of the prifoners. But of all 
thefc prefents the young hero accepted only the horfe, and 
demanded but one captive of the ten, an old friend of his 
family, with a defign to give him his liberty. This ge- 
nerous and difinterefted conduit filenced even jealoufy it* 
felf. All refpe&ed a hero whofe fentiments were as 
noble as his valour was unrivalled* But the conful, to 
add to the glory of the brave warrior, bellowed on him 
thfe furname of Coriolanus, transferring thereby from 
himfelf to Marcius ail the honour of the conqueft of Co^ 
rioli •. 

The enemies of Rome, terrified by the redu&ion of the 
Volfci, remained quiet at home ; fo that the conful dif* 
banded his army, and war was fulceeded by works of re- 
ligion, public games, and treaties of peace. The ancient 
alliance was renewed with the Latins, and a third day 
added to the feriae Latinse. In thfe mean time Menenius 
Agrippa died in great poverty. His relations refolved to 
bury him without ceremony y but the people, at the mo< 
tion of their new tribunes, agreed to pay a fextans, or 
two ounces of brafs, a-head, towards the expence of a 
magnificent funeral. The fenate, thinking it would re* 
fleet no fmall difhonour upon them to fuffer an illuftrious 
patrician to be buried at the expence of the people, allot- 
ted a fum out of the public treafury for his funeral, and 
committed the care of it t* the quaeftors. N6verthelefs 
the people rcfufed to receive back their money, ordering 
it to be given to the children of the deceafed Menenius *. 
This memorable confuifhip ended with a cenfus and luf- 
trum, when there appeared to be but an hundred and ten 
thoufand men in Rome fit to bear arms. 

Under the new adminift ration of T. Geganius, and 
P. Minutius, Rome fufFered greatly by a famine ; and this 
calamity revived the civil difienfions. The fenate, in or- 
der to difburden the city, fent away great numbers of 
people to plant colonies at Velitrae and Norba, notwith- 
standing the oppofition of the tribunes. In the mean 
time the Anriates* taking advantage of the famine with 
which Rome was affli&ed, and of the difcord between the 
people and the fenate, made incurfions to the gates of 
the city. Coriolanus could not bear this infullf as the 
tribunes ftill oppofed any regular levies, he put himfelf 
at the head of a band of volunteers, advanced into the 
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enemy's country, defeated, them in feveral engagements, 
and returned loaded with a rich booty, confiding of corn, 
cattle, and flaves. At this exploit the patricians tri- 
umphed, and the plebeians complained of their tribunes, 
for having diverted them from following fo fuecefsful a 
leader. On the other hand, the tribunes, whofe credit 
fubfifted only by the mifunderftanding they fomented be* 
tween the two orders in the commonwealth, endeavour- 
ing to excite the populace to a general revolt, openly ac- 
cufing the patricians of being the caufe of the fcarcity, * 
while their own families were plentifully fupplied with 
provifions. The fenate, alarmed at the ftorm that threat- 
ened them, met daily to deliberate on the means to avert 
it. Some .of the fenators thought it neceffary to employ 
foft words and fair promifes to gain over the mod mutin- 
ous- But the opinion of Appius prevailed, which was, 
that the tribunes fhould be threatened with the fevereft 
punifhments, as difturbers of the public peace, if they did 
not amend their behaviour. 

But when the confuls came to declare to the curiae the 
refolution of the fenate, the tribunes interrupted them, 
and even difputed their right of fpeaking in the co- 
mitia, contending that their province was confined to 
the fenate. The contett growing very warm, and the 
mod irafcible individuals in each party being ready to 
come to blows, Brutus, who was now but aedile, defired 
leave of the confuls to fpeak to the people, promifing to 
quiet the difpute. Geganius and Minutius, pleafed with 
the deference paid them, readily confented to let him fay 
what he thought fit. -But he, inftead of addreffing him- 
felf either to the tribunes, or the people, turned to the 
conful Geganius, who had been one of the commiffioners 
fentto the malcontents on the Sacred Mount, and afked 
him, whether he remembered, that one of the articles of 
the late reconciliation was, that no patrician fhould in- 
terrupt thofe who were appointed to take care of the in- 
terefts of the people ? <c F remember it very well," re- 
plied the conful. " Why then (added Brutus), do you, 
now come hither to difturb the conference between the 
people and their tribunes ?" " Becaufe (faid Geganius), 
this affembly was fummoned by us, and not by you* 
The conful added too rafhly, that, if the tribunes had 
convened the aflembly, he would not even have come to 
hear what they faid. At the£e words Brutus cried out 
aloud, " That is enough j you grant all we afk; fpeak 
to-day as much as you pleafe 5 to-morrow I will tell you 

how 
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how far our power extends, and how far yours may be 
carried." Next morning, before it was light, the tribunes 
and sediles went to the temple of Vulcan, which flood 
near the comitium, and there aflembled the people, 
complaining of the attempt that had been made the 
day before, to impoSe filence upon them in the affembly 
of the people, whom it was their duty to defend. They A&ko is 
then propofed to the curiae the following law, empower- P*t*4* 
ing the tribunes to harangue the. people : a Let no man makin S *f 
prefume to interrupt a tribune, who is fpeaking in the af- *&?uptthi 
fembly of the Roman people. If any one infringe this tt founts \ 
law, he fhall immediately give bail to pay the fine to which «>**» M#j 
he (hall be condemned : if he refufes to give thi6 fecurity, ? r * fP*** m ' 
he fhall be put to death, and 4 his goods confiscated: the JJJJJ* **" 
difficulties which may arife about thefe Securities (hall be # * 

referred to the people, and determined by them/* This 
law was confirmed by the Suffrages of the people, before 
the corrfuls could make any opposition to it. The fenate 
indeed refufed to confirm it; but then the people, in 
their turn, would not accept the decrees of the fenate.* 
Thus thefe two tribunals were ever oppofing one another ; 
but the people always gained their point by their num- 
bers, and the unanimity of their leaders. 

The people, Satisfied with having enlarged the power Fre/hdif- 
of their tribunes, bo*re the famine patiently, and conti- P u ^°» 
nued quiet, till plenty of com arriving from Sicily, in the th J dteui fi° n , 
confulate of M. Minutius and A. Sempronius, furnifhed * * 
the tribunes with a new occafion of rekindling Sedition. 
The Senators who favoured the people, propoSecT diftribut- 
ing gratis, among the poor, the corn which had been 
bought with the public money. But the oppofite fa£Uon 
infifted on holding up the price of bread, in order to keep , 
the populace in dependence and fubjeftion. The famous 
Coriolanus, at the head of the fevere party, Spoke loudly 
againft (hewing any indulgence to the people $ he even 
propoSed to abolifh the office oS tribune, and take vengeance 
of the populace for their paft infolence. The Senators 
were divided in their opinions, but the greater part de- 
clared* for re-eftablifhing the government upon its ancient 
foundations, and annulling the treaty concluded on the 
Sacred Mount. Thefe proceedings enraged the tribunes, 
who left the aflembly, in the greateft fury, calling out 
aloud on the gods, the avengers of perjury, to witnefs 
the Solemn oaths by which the Senate had authorised the^ 
eftablifhment of their dignity. The people, fired by their 
factious magiftrates, were ready to break into the Senate, 
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and there facrifice Coriolanus to tbeir hatred and re~ 
venge tt . 

The tribunes, however, that their proceedings might 
be regular, reftrained their rage ; and, having aflembled 
the curiae, fummoned Coriolanus to appear before them i 
but he defpifed a fummons brought him from a tribunal 
which he did not acknowlege. In confequence of this 
contempt, the tribunes, with a gang of the mod mu- 
tinous amongft the plebeians, waited for him at the door of 
the fenate, with an intention to feize him when he came out* 
But as he had a ftronger guaffl with him than they, com-* 
pofed of young fenators, who had, a great refpett for his 
perfon, the tribunes and their officers were rep ul fed. 
The uproar, however, was encreafed on the one hand by 
the crowds of people, who flocked together from all parts 
of the city ; and on the other by the patricians, who haC 
tened to the affiftance of Coriolanus. But in the mean 
time the confuls interpofing, difperfed the crowd, and 
partly by entreaties, partly by their authority, prevailed 
upon the people to retire. Next day the tribunes, having 
aflembled the people early in the morning, inveighed, as 
ufual, againft the whole order of the patricians,- but iii 
particular againft Coriolanus, repeating the words he had 
Uttered in the fenate relating to the diftribution of corn. 
Then they exaggerated the violence he had ufed againft 
them the day before ; the ill treatment their officers had 
met with from him and his company ; and the great num>* 
ber of men he had always about him, whom . they called 
the tyrant's guards. After they had, with long and bitter 
inve&ives, rendered Coriolanus odious to the multitude, 
they added* that if there was any patrician, who would 
undertake his defence, he might mount the tribunal, and 
fpeak to the people. Then Minutius, the eldeft eonful, 
prefenting himfelf, in a long fpeech, cleared the fenate 
from the imputation of having occafioned the famine ; 
excufed the imprudent warmth of Coriolanus ; defired 
them to remember hi3 virtues as well as his faults, and 
entreated them, in the name pf the fenate, to forgive his 
indifcretion. 

The gentle words of Minutius, joined with promifes of 
fudden plenty, foftpned and calmed the people. But the 
artful tribune Sicinnius effaced all impreffions made on 
their minds in favour of Coriolanus. After having thank, 
€d the confuls and patricians for their favourable difpoG-* 



* Dion, Hal. flut. ibid. I-iv, lib. ii- cap, 34, 
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tion, he exhorted Coriolanus to have recourfe to the cle- 
mency of the people, and to make an apology for his con- 
du£h The tribune well knew, that Coriolanus was a 
man of too lofty a fpirit to ftoop to fupplications ; and 
therefore did not doubt but he would provoke the people ' ' 

afrefh with the haughtinefe of his anfwers. Accordingly, Ceriolamu 
the young patrician, inftead of appearing as a criminal, prvwkes 
aflumed the air of a judge, and, by an ill-timed exertion tft *P*opl* 
of courage, deftroyed the effect of the conful's fpeech i XmmMntA 
for he owned what he had faid in the fenate, and refufed ffis an- 
to fubmit to any tribunal, but that of the confuls ; pro- /*wtn. . 
tefting with a loud voice, and a threatening look, that he 
would not have vouchfafed to appear in a tumultuous af- 
fembly of feditious men, had it not been to reproach them 
with their crimes, and put fome check to their boundlefs 
defires. Laftly, he declared his hatred to the tribunes, 
whom he called the bane of the public happinefs w . 

It is eafy to imagine, that fuch a fpeech muft have 
greatly offended the plebeians. Some 1 of them inclined 
to affaffinate him on the fpot : but Sicinnius, thinking it ne- 
ceffary to obferve, at leaft, fome appearance of juftice, put a 
ftop to the fury of the enraged multitude. Having confult- 
ed apart with his colleague, without fo much as giving him- 
felf the trouble to colleft the voices of the aflembly, he 
pronounced fentence of death upon Coriolanus, and order- Coriotattus 
cd him to be thrown headlong from the top of the Tarpeian condemnei 
Rock ; a punifhment inflicted upon fuch as were enemies ^^afhhy 
to their country. The aediles inftantly advanced with J I '^ 
their officers to put the fentence in execution. But the Urtfcved 
fenate, and all the patricians in the aflembly, hafteningto by thep*- 
his affiflance, placed him in the mid ft of them, deter- trirfans* 
mined to oppofe force with force. And now the people, 
either thinking their tribunes had carried their animofity 
too far, or awed by the prefence of the confuls, refufed 
to give affiflance to their aediles. Sicinnius therefore, by 
the advice of Brutus, refolved to profecute Coriolanus in 
a legal way, and to convene the people by tribes for his 
trial. Of this refolution he gave Coriolanus notice in 
thefe words : " We cijte thee, Coriolanus, to appear he- 
fore the people in feven-and-twenty days/' He then add- 
ed, ** As for the diftribution of corn, if the fenate does 
•not take due care of jhat matter, the tribunes will grte 
directions about it,' 9 So faying, he adjourned the af- 
Cembly, 

v Liv, lib, ii. cap. 34. Dion. Hal. lib, viy p, 433—47*. 
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In Ac mean time the fenate, in order to foothe the 
people, fixed the price of corn at the loweft rate it ever 
had been at, even before the fedition. The confuls like- 
wife, fearing left the profecution of Coriolanus (hould 
deter others from fpeaking their mind freely ip the fenate, 
did all that lay in their power to appeafe the tribunes* 
Minutius reprefented to them, that, by an immemorial 
cuftom, all proceedings in capital cafes were to begin in 
the fenate ; and that it belonged to the fenators to declare 
whether it was proper to refer them to the people : he 
added, that the kings themfelves had paid this deference 
- to fo auguft a body; and that he hoped the tribunes would 
not violate the ancient rules of the government, but apply 
to the fenate, if they had any crimes to lay to the charge 
of Coriolanus. He concluded by alluring them, that, 
according to the nature of the crime, and the folidity of 
the proofs, the fenate would refer the whole matter to 
the judgement of the people. Sicinnins exclaimed againft 
this propofal, pretending, that the affair naturally devolv- 
ed upon the people, as the fupreme court of judicature. 
But the other tribunes, plainly perceiving that they fhoukl 
make themfelves odious even to the plebeians, if they fo 
manifeftly deviated from the ufual forms of juftice, agreed 
to let the fenate decide, as ufual, whether the people 
(hould take cognizance of the matter depending. How- < 
ever, they infiftcd upon two conditions; ift. That the 
tribunes might be heard in the fenate, with relation to 
the crimes which they pretended they had to lay to the 
charge of the perfon accufed. 2dly. That the fenators, 
after having been fworn, {hould deliver their opinions re» 
gularly, and the confuls pronounce fentence according to 
the plurality of voices. The preliminaries being fettled, 
the tribunes were introduced into the fenate. Decius, 
the youngeft of them, a man of great eloquence, underv 
took to (hew, that it belonged to the people to hear and 
.determine the prefent caufe. Jle cited a law of Poplico- 
la, by which the plebeians, when ill-treated by the pa~ 
tricians, were allowed to bring their complaints before the 
affembly of the people t he urged, that Coriolanus, hav- 
ing been guilty of a notorious infult on the authority of 
the people, and the, dignity of their tiibunes, the people 
were therefore his legal judges : he exaggerated the hei- 
npuihefsof Corialanus's offence, and advifed the fenate to 
withdraw their protection from fo proud and iniolent a 
patrician x . 

* Diqrt. H*l. p. 446, 447. Plot, in Coriol, 
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When the tribune had ended his fpeech, the confuls ^Appiui 
afked the opinion of 'the aflembly, beginning with the Claudws 
oldeft and moft venerable fenators. Appius Claudius, °PP°f'« *** 
when it came to his turn 'to fpeak, enumerated, with £//£jJ^ 
great warmth, all the encroachments of the plebeians, bunest 
u At firft, (faid he), they pleaded poverty, and only de- 
manded an abolition of debts. In the beginning of their 
feditious feparation, they feemed to be content with im- 
punity, arid leave to return home. After they had ob- 
tained this indulgence, they thought fit to demand a col- 
lege of tribunes to protect them againft our decrees. They 
infilled that the authority of thefe officers fliould be fa- 
cred, and their perfons inviolable. Then, by the help of 
thefe new magistrates, they made. laws without our pri- 
vity, defpifed the authority of the fenate and confuls, and 
disannulled our decrees. And now, by an unheard-of 
ufurpation, they fummon a moft illuftrioufr patrician to 
appear at their tribunail, where he is to be tried as a cri- 
minal, only for delivering his opinion freely." After this • 
remonftrance, he exclaimed againft fuffering Coriolanus 
to be tried by the people, or making any conceflions to 
them ; and exhorted the fenators not to fear a civil war, 
telling them, that both gods and men would join in their 
defence. 

But the popular Valerius was of a contrary opinion. Valerius 
He exaggerated the horrible confequences of a civil war, [peaks in 
and endeavoured to ftiew, that their paying fome deference behalf of 
to the people* and their tribunes} was the only expedient ' t P eo P i * 
to quiet their fury both againft their country and the of* 
fender. His opinion prevailed, and it was carried by a The fenate 
majority, that Coriolanus mould be tried by the people.' >««/*»' 
When the decree was ready to be drawn up, Coriolanus, that Com 
finding the fenate had deferted him, defired to know 'n^a™ 
what crime in particular he was to be accufed of. The tri- tried by\ht 
bunes anfwered, that they would confine their whole ac- the people* 
cufation to the fingle crime of ufurping tyrannical power. 
u Upon that condition (replied Coriolanus;, I have nothing 
to objeft to the decree of the fenate j let it be put in writing ; 
I will appear before the people, and anfwer that frivolous * 
charge." Thus, with the confent of all parties, the de- 
cree was drawn up, and put into the hands of the tribunes, 
who immediately affembled the people, read it to them, 
and exhorted all the citizens of the republic, as well thofe 
who dwelt in the country as the inhabitants of Rome, to 
be in the forum on (he day appointed for the decifion of 
this affair. The decree of the fenate allowed the accufed 

feven* 
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feven-and- twenty days to prepare his defence; during 
which time the trirmnes frequently conferred among 
themfelves, and with the leading men among the ple- 
beians, as if the prefervation of the republic had depended 
on the deftruftion of Coriolanus y. 
V*t» &f- When the appointed day arrived, new difputes arofe re- 
futes about lating to the form of the comitia, by which the accufed 
the form of was t0 \> c tried. The tribunes had feparated the people by 
Mcomitt*. tr jb e8 before the Senator's came ; whereas, from the reign 
of Servius Tullius, the voices had always been colleded 
t by centuries. The confuls were for adhering to the an- 
cient cuftom, being convinced that they could fave Co- 
riolanus, if the voices were reckoned by centuries, of 
which the patricians themfelves, and the richeft citizens, 
made the majority. But the artful tribunes, alleging , 
that, in an affair relating to the rights of the people, 
every citizen's vote ihould have its due weight, would 
not by any means confent to let the voices be collected 
otherwife than by tribes. The people being affembled, 
Mihutius, the conful, fpoke firft, and endeavoured to per- 
fuade the people to be fatisfied with Coriolanus's fubmiC 
fion in being brought to a trial before them, and not fuf- 
fer it to be faid, that fo illuftrious a citizen underwent thd 
forms of juftice like a criminal. " But if you perfift, 
((aid he), and are determined to vote, remember that the 
whole fenate is come hither to fue for his pardon. Will 
you refufe it to three hundred of the moft venerable men 
in the republic ? No ; the moft bitter enemy can never 
jefufe fuch powerful interceffors." Sicinnius anfwered, 
with a haughty air, u That he was not fo cowardly as to 
betray the interefts of the -people ; and that the affembly 
ftiould not be difmiffed till the affair was determined by 
Coriotafnts a majority of voices." " Well then, (replied Minutius), 
is tried in fince you obftinately infift, that Coriolanus fhall be tried 
an affembly ^y this affembly, notwithftanding our entreaties, I de-» 
blinks' * marK * tnat > pw r ^ uan t to your agreement with the fenate, 
^ " you confine your accufation to the fmgle article oiF tyranny, 
and bring proofs and witneffes of this crime." Sicinnius 
jtihen began the accufation, and, reviewing the whole life 
of Coriolanus, rep re fen ted him as aiming, in every part 
of it, at regal power *. 
His noble When the tribune had done fpeaking, Coriolanus pre* 

dejsMce. fented bimfelf in the affembly, and anfwered the calum* 
nies thrown upon his condu& by a bare recital of his ferv 

y Dion. Haf. ibid. Plutarch, in CorioUn. I/iv, lib. ij, cap. 34. 
* Pion. Hal. lib. vi. p. 470. 
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▼ices. He firft enumerated the many campaigns he had * 
made in the fervice of the republic ; then he expofed to 
the view of the people many crowns with which he had 
been rewarded by the Roman generals ; and every time 
he {hewed the people any of thofe proofs of his valour* he 
called upon the commanders, who had honoured him 
with them, to teftify the truth of what he faid. He like* 
wife named the many citizens he had faved in battle* 
and deiired them to ftand up and witnefs what he ad- 
vanced. Thefe men immediately appeared in the midft 
of the aflembly, and, ftretching out their hands as fup- 
pliants, conjured the aflembly not to deftroy a man to 
whom they were indebted for their lives : they offered to 
take the place of the accufed, and to fecure his life at the 
expence of their own. As thefe were moftly plebeians, 
their figbs, and preffing felicitations, made fuch an im- 
preffion on the multitude, that they could not refrain 
from tears. Then Coriolahus, tearing away his robe, 
(hewed his breaft all covered with the fears of the many . 
wounds he had received ; and, at the fame time, with an 
air of confidence mixed with modefty, €C It was to fave 
thefe worthy men (faid he), that I have received the 
wounds you fee: let the tribunes ifhew, if they can, how 
fuch actions are confident with the treacherous defigna 
they lay to my charge. Is it eafy to believe, that a man 
who has done nothing to gain the favour of the people 
but hazard his life for them, could have a defign of ufurp- 
ing the throne ?* . 

He bad fcarce done fpeaking, when the moft worthy S**"'*? 
men among the plebeians cried out, that fo good a citizen JJJSf j£7 
ought to be acquitted 5 and that a man of his birth and dare in his 
merit ought not to have been brought to trial upon fuch Jawwr. 
flight preemptions. Even the moft mutinous thought, 
that the accufers had not exhibited fufficient proofs of the 
crime laid to his charge. So that the aflembly was juft 
ready to break up, much to the reputation of Coriolanus, 
when the tribune Decius, alarmed at this change, brought 
in a new charge againft him, importing, that, contrary * Miw 
to the Roman laws, he had difpofed of the fpoils taken .Jjjjjj, 
from the Antiates in his late expedition, during the fa- againft 
mine, among his foldiers, inftead of delivering them to him. 
the quasftor. "This (faid Decius) is a plain proof of his 
evil defighs ; with the public money he fecured to himfelf 
creatures and guards, and fupporters of his intended 
lifurpatioq, Let him make if appear, thtf he had power 

to 
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to difpofe of the booty without violating the laws. Let 
him anfwer direftly to this one article, without dazzling 
us with the fplendid (hew of his crowns and fears, or 
ufing any other arts to amufe the aflembly." Neither Co- 
riolanus nor his friends were prepared for this accufation ; 
fo that the tribunes, taking advantage of their furprize, 
exaggerated this breach of the law. Sicinnius infolently 
afked him, whether he was king of Rome ; and by what 
authority he had difpofed of what belonged to the repub- 
lic and the Roman people. All Coriolanus could fay, 
was, that thofe of the people who had attended him in 
that expedition, had received the whole benefit of that 
pillage. But the tribunes, urging he had, by that dif- 
tribution, violated a law which was" as ancient as Rome 
itfelf, rekindled the former animofity of the people againfl: 
him, efpecially of thofe who had not been iharers in 
the booty. 

Of this animofity they laid hold, as the moft favourable, 
opportunity to colleft the fuffragesi fo that Coriolanus 
might be condemned to perpetual banishment. Of the 
Coriolanus twenty-one tribes but nine voted for him, and the reft 
itcondtmn- againft him. The joy of the people upon this great event, 
id &m t * snot to ^ e imagined: they never expreffed more, even 
mjnmta . ^^ ^ e greateft vi&ories ; and, indeed, not without 
reafon ; for, by the advantage they had gained over the 
fqjiate and the nobility, the form of government was ab» 
fo]utely changed : the plebeians, who had been hitherto 
dependent on the patricians, were become their judges* 
pofieffed of a right to call before their tribunal the^reateft 
men in the commonwealth, and to decide their fate. On 
this occafion it was eafy to diftinguifli the patricians from 
the plebeians by the forrow or joy which appeared in their 
countenances. Coriolanus was the only perfon among 
the former who feemed unconcerned. He neither faid 
nor did any thing unworthy of his ufual magnanimity. 
His firm- He repaired immediately to. his own houfe, where he 
ntfs and found his mother Veturia, and Volumnia, his wife, 
tonfltucy. j n tear8# jje exhorted them to behave with conftancy 
and fortitude under the various events of life ; and, hav- 
ing recommended to them the care of his children, who 
. were yet but infants, he took his leave, not fuffering any 
body to attend him in his exile, except three or four of 
his clients. A great number of the fenators, and other pa^ 
tricians, attended him to the gate of the city ; but, being 
juftly offended at th$ weaknefs of their cbndutt, he faid 

not 
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not one word to them by the way, and parted from them 
with the fame reproachful filence *. 

The illuftrious exile fpent the firft days of his banifh- - 
mpntat a country-feat of his own, in the neighbourhood 
of Rome. There, being left wholly to himfelf, he could 
not refift the ftrong motions of his refentment, but re- He refolvee 
folved to revenge the affront he had fuftained. Having te revenge, 
taken this refolution, he caft his eyes upon the feveral thea ff nnU 
nations that were neighbours and enemies to Rome ; and 
finding none more exafperated againft the Romans, or in 
a better condition to undertake a war, than the Volfci, 
he determined to feek a retreat among. them, not doubting 
but he fliould prevail upon them to efpoufe his quarrel, 
and join with him in puyfuing their common revenge. 
The Volfci at that time formed a republic, confifting of 
feveral fmall cantons united by a league, and governed by 
an affembly of deputies from each. One Attius Tullus, 
oiv as Plutarch calls him, Tullus Amphidius, a man of 
great experience in war, who had a confiderable intereft 
throughout the yhole nation, was then their general. In 
the late confli&s between the Romans and the Volfci, he 
had been often encountered, and always conquered, by 
Coriolanus. 

However, the Roman thought he could difclofe his re- 
fentments, and entruft his life, with none more fafely 
than with a brave man, who perhaps might entertain as 
great an efteem for him as he had for Attius. He there- 
fore came to a refolution to apply himfelf directly to 
thi$ general. Accordingly he left his retreat in difguife, 
and, in the evening, entered Antium, one of the chief fj e rei \ re$ 
cities of the Volfci, where Tullus refided. He went to to Antium, 
his houfe with his face covered,- and fat down by the the chief 
hearth of the domeftic gods, a place facred in all the «ty°f tA ' 
houfes of the ancient Pagans. Attius was at fupper in Vq * cu 
an inner apartment, when news were brought him, that 
a ftranger, of a very majeftic air, had, without fpeaking 
to any perfon, come into his houfe, and placed himfelf by 
the hearth of his Lares. Attius immediately afked him 
who he was, and what he required. Coriolanus then 
uncovered his face \ but Attius not recollecting his fea- 
tures, the Roman told him his name, acquainted him 
with his cafe, and offered to affift the Volfci againft Rome 
with his counfels, and all his experience in war. Attius 
immediately gave him his hand, received him with great 

* Dion* Hat lib. vi. p. 47*1 Li v. lib. ii. cap. 35. Plut* in Coriol. 
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Is Unify kindnefs, and aftured him of the friendfhip of the Volfci* 
rttewndhy He then led him into his apartment, where they fpent 
jHhu 9 gg- f ome j a „ s ; n private conferences about the means of pu- 
•iSw, nifliing Rome for the mifchiefafhe had done the Volfci, 
" and the hard ufage Coriolanus had received. 

But the great point was, how to bring the whole na- > 
tion to a rupture with Rome. The Volfci had fuffered 
greatly in the laft war, and had, by yielding fome of their 
towns, and part of their territory, obtained of the republic 
a truce for two years/ As this truce was not yet expired, 
Tullus, though he had great intereft in the diets of the 
cantons of his country, could not promife that he fhould 
be able to perfuade the whole nation to take up arms. 
However, the two generals, at laft, found means to com- 
pafs what they defired. The Romans were making great 

S reparations for public fports, which drew crouds of 
rangers from all parts. The Volfci efpecially went 
thither in great numbers ; a circumftance which gave no 
fmall uncaiinefs to the confuls, whofc apprehenfions were 
Concerts increafed by an artifice which the two generals had con- 
loithkim a certed together. This was to fuborn one of the Volfci to 
firatagtm g to tne confuls, and pretend to make a difcovery of a 
M^pJr * defign his countrymen had to fet fire to Rome, while the 
tonutw Romans were engrofled by the games and public fports in 
the war the circus b . The new confuls, C. Julius and Pinarius 
with Rome. Rufus, Who had been juft chofen in the room of Q. Sul- 
pitius and Sp. Lartius, immediately made the report of the 
pretended plot to the fenate } and the fenate caufed, the 
fame day, a decree to be publifhed throughout the city, 
requiring all the Volfci to leave it before fun-fet, on pain 
of death. The confiris being ordered to fee this decree 
put in execution, caufed all the gates of the city to be 
(hut, except the gate Capena, through which all the 
Volfci were driven out with fhame and ignominy. Tullus 
met them, as by chance ; and hearing how they had been 
• treated, exaggerated the affront they had received. " We 
alone (faid he), of all the different nations now in Rome, 
are not thought worthy to fee the games. We alone, like 
the profaneft wretches and outlaws, are driven from- a 
public feftival. Go, and tell in all your cities and villagesi 
the diftinguifhing mark the Romans have put upon us. w 

He found no difficulty in exafperating minds already 
prejudiced ; a general diet was tumultuoufly aflembled, 
when all the deputies gave their opinion, that they were 

bLiv.lib. ii.cap.36, 37. Dion. Hal. p. 474, Plut. in CorioL . 
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it liberty to begin the war without waiting till the truce 
was expired. When Tullus, who conduced the affair, y r , of FU 
faw his countrymen ready to carry fire and fword into the i*6». 
territory of Rome, he advifed them, before they broke Ante' Chr. 
up, to fend for Coriolanus into their aflembly 5 telling ^ c i6a. 
them, that exile's enmity to Rome was greater than theirs ; ' 
and that he was capable of doing more hurt to the Ro- ft, y lfci 
mans than ever they had received at their hands. Corio- nJ6hn 
lanus being introduced into the affembly, related his mif- M P 9n * . , 
fortunes; and made a merit of choofing a retreat among j^]* 
the Volfci rather than among the Latins, Hetrurians, or 
Sabines ; he perfuaded them to demand 'all the cities the 
Romans had tak^n from them J and laftly, offered to aflift . 
their generals with his counfels and fword, without afpir- 
ing to any command in their armies. His fpeech was re- 
ceived with great applaufe ; and the ambafiadors were 
difpatched to Rome to demand the reiteration of the lands 
and cities which had been/taken in the late war. But the 
only anfwer they brought back was this : that the Romans 
would not reftore what they had conquered ; and that, if 
the Volfci were the firft to take arms, the Romans would 
be the laft to lay them down c . 

In confequence of this anfwer, the Volfci unanimoufly Coriolanut 
appointed Tullus and Coriolanus to command their oppointtd 
troops ; and to attach the latter more ftridly to them, JJSS" ;* 
conferred on him the dignity of fenaton The two gene- conjunaiw 
rals immediately raifed a numerous army, which they di- with ful* 
vtded into two bodies t Tullus with one ftaid in the coun- '**• 
try to cover it on the fide of Latium, while Coriolanus 
with the other, confiding of the flower of the Volfcian 
troops, entered the territory of Rome before the confute 
had taken any measures to oppofe him, and made himfelf 
matter of Circaeum, Corbio, Vitellium, and Trebia. To- Takes 
Icria, Bola, Labicum, and Pedum, all in Latium, or on ***»y chits 
the confines of that country, were taken fword in hand, f™ m th * 
and the inhabitants given up to the fury of an enemy oman$% 
victorious and enraged. As this irruption was not ex- 
pe&ed, Coriolanus found many Roman citizens difperfed 
about the country ; and thefe he made flaves. He burnt Lays waflt 
their farms, carried away the cattle, deftroyed all the in- ^eir terri* 
ftruments of hufbandry, and, in fhort, carried fire and **&• 
fword into all parts. However, in that general devalua- 
tion, either from regard to bis old friends, or to keep up 
a reciprocal animofity between the two parties, he fpared 

c Liv, Kb, ii. cap. 3*, Dion. Hal. p. 47$. 
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the houfes and lands of the patricians. This conduct 
had the defired efFeft. The plebeians complained of the 
patricians, as if they had brought fo formidable an enemy 
upon them ; and the patricians upbraided the people with 
having forced fo great a captain to throw himfelf into the 
arms of the enemy. As*, mutual diftruil, fufpicion, and 
hatred, reigned in both parties, they were not fo eager to 
repulfe the Volfci as to decry and ruin each other ; fo that 
Coriolanus, finding no army in the field to oppofe his de- 
figns, carried on his conquefts, took Lavintum, and at 
Encamps length came and encamped at the Fofla Cluilia, within 
near Rome, five miles of Rome d . 

9 The city was then filled with confirmation. The peo- 
Th people pic, terrified at the approach of fo formidable an enemy, 
***!!' h' haftened into the forum, and there, with loud cries, de- 
famta-** manc M P^ace, and the abolition of the decree by which 
nijbmenu Coriolanus had been banifhed. But the fenate, who had 
formerly protedled the exile, now refufed to comply with 
the demands of the people, either to clear themfelves 
from the fufpicion of maintaining a correfpondence with 
Coriolanus, or perhaps out of that fpirit of patriotifm 
which rendered the Romans averfe from peace, when 
they were attended with bad fuccefs in war. However 
that be, the Roman general no fooner underilood the op- 
pofition the fenate made to his return, than he advanced to 
Rome, and in veiled the plaoe, as if he defigned to befiege 
it. Coriolanus continuing there that evening, and a good 
part of the next day, without making any motion, the 
Romans imagined he only waited for an opportunity of 
reconciling himfelf with his country. The fenate there- 
fore, in the following confulihip of Sp. Nautius and Sex. 
Thefenmte Furius, refolved to fend a deputation to him, confiding 
fend * </*- f fi ve fenators, who had been his rhoft zealous friends. 
mm! 10 " ° Th e k were M Minutius, Poflhumius Cominius, Sp. Lar- 
tius, P. Pinarius, and Q^ Sulpitius, who nad all been 
confuls. When Coriolanus underilood that the deputies 
were coming, he pleafed himfelf with* the thought of 
H«w he humbling thofe proud republicans. He ordered them to 
*','"?"*' be condu&ed through two ranks of foldiers Handing to 
tie's/*"' t ' ie ' r arms > an( * S ave tr| em audience fitting, and fur- 
rounded by the moil confiderable men amongil the Volfci. 
Minutius, who had been his chief advocate, reminded 
him of the regard the patricians had always ihewn for his 
intereft; and endeavoured to excufe, in fome meafure, 
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the people, of whom nine tribes had voted for his being 
acquitted. He expoftulated with him for carrying his re- 
fentment to fuch an excefs, expatiated on the instability 
of fortune, and, laftly, invited him, to throw himfelf into 
the arms of his native city, which ftretched them out, like 
a tender mother, to receive him into her bofom. Corio- 
lanus anfwered, with a haughty air, that, as general of Hhanfwtr 
the Volfci, he muft advife them to apply to the nation he, ** '*' *- 
ferved, and, in a fuppliant manner, fue to them for peace, P uttiU 
which he engaged to procure for them, upon condition 
that Rome reflored to the Volfci the country (lie had 
taken from them, granted them the fame rights of citizen* 
fliip which fhe had granted to the Latins, and recalled 
the Roman colonies from thofe towns of which fhe had 
unjuftly taken poffeflion. As to the liberty offered him of 
going back to Rome, he faid it was not worth his accept- 
ance. " Is a bare re-eftablifhment in Rome (faid he), a 
fufficient fatisfaftion for the affronts I have received? Can 
there be any fafety for, me, while a Sicinnius or a Decius 
is able to arm the populace againft my life? No: Rome is 
an unnatural mother, who has cad off a fon that was ufe- 
ful to her, and zealous for her glory. She fhall foort 
know, by the efFefts of my refentment, whofe caufe it is 
that the gods efpoufe. ,, Having thus fpoken his fenti- 
ments with refpeft to the interefts of the Volfci, and his 
own injuries, he afTumed a more gentle air towards the 
deputies ; affured them, that l^s remembered, with plea- 
fure, his obligations to them ; returned them thanks for 
the generous prote'&ion they granted to his wife and chil- 
dren ; and told them, that, to (hew his gratitude, he 
would even allow the Romans a truce for thirty days, 
with refpeft to the proper-territory of Rome ; but that, 
after the expiration of that time, he fhould expedt a deci- 
five anf wer c . 

Coriolanus employed the thirty days in making new Mahet 
conquefts in Latium, and then returned and encamped ne<w c9*» 
before Rome with all his forces. The fenate had fpent 9 u, ft s im 
that interval in deliberations ; and the refult of their de- ^4"%* 
bates may convey a true idea of the temper of thofe t urns bt- 
haughty republicans. They refolved never to receive law fun Romi* 
from their enemy, nor treat of peace with him, till he 
had laid down his arms, and retired from the territory of 
Rome, and from thofe of her allies. Their pride did not 
abate, notwithstanding the prefent calamity. They chofe 
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ten new deputies to carry this meffage to Coriolanus r who 
returned them this fhort anfwer, that the Romans had 
no alternative but compliance with the articles, or war ; 
and that he allowed them three days more to come to a 
final determination. He even re.fufed to hear their reply, 
threatening to treat them as fpies, if they did not quit his 
camp immediately. The report of the deputies threw the 
city into the utmoft confternation. All thsft: could be 
done in this univerfal deje&ion, was to appoint every one 
his poft, either on the ramparts, the Capitol, or in the 
towers. The tribunes were not now fo much as heard of; 
the confuls, in the utmoft perplexity, affembled the fe- 
nate ; expedient upon expedient was propofed ; and, at 
laft, they agreed to fend a new deputation to the enemy's 
camp, confiding of all the minifters of the gods, with 
which they thought Coriolanus could not but be afFefted. 
Accordingly, all the priefts, augurs, facrificers, and guar- 
dians of the facred things, were ordered to march out of 
the city in their habits of ceremony ; and to conjure Co- 
riolanus, by the refpeft he owed to the gods, to grant 
peace to his country. But this deputation was as fruitlefs 
as the former. Coriolanus fent them back to the city, 
with orders to acquaint the fenate, that the attack would 
immediately begin, if they did not fubmit to the condi- 
tions which he had propofed in the name of the Volfcian 
nation f . 

Upon the return of the priefts, the Romans looked 
upon the republic as loft ; the men ran in diforder to the 
walls, and the women in defpair to the temples, efpe- 
ciaily to that of Jupiter in the Capitol, where, with tears 
in their eyes, they implored of the tutelar gods of Rome 
the prefervation of their country, then on the brink of , 
ruin. Such was the face of affairs in the city, when a 
Roman . matron f named Valeria, filter of the famous Va- 
lerius Poplicola, as if (he had been moved by infpiration, 
turned to the other matrons, who were come in crowds 
to the teipple of Jupiter, and fugge/led to them a refolu- 
tibn which faved Rome. c< Let us not fufFer ourfelves, 
faid (he to them, to fink under our prefent affii&ions. 
What men could not do, women may perhaps accomplifh. 
■We may perhaps foften the heart of a conqueror, hi- 
therto inflexible. .Let us go in this mournful drefs to the 
! houfe of Veturia, the mother of Coriolanus, and per- 
faade her to accompany us to the camp of her fon; Co- 
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riolantis will never be* able to refift the tears of his mo- 
ther, his wife, and his children, when attended with all 
the women of diftin&ion in Rome" This propofai being 
approved of by all who were prefent, they went imme- 
diately to the Jioufe of Veturia, whom they found with 
Volumnia, her daughter-in-law, deploring their own mif* 
fortunes and thofe of Rome. Veturia, furprifed to fee 
fo many women of diftin&ion crowd to her, aiked what 
had brought them to a houfe overwhelmed with forrow ? 
" You, replied Valeria, are the only refuge we have left 
in our misfortunes. We come to intreat you to preferve 
our eftates, our honour, and our liberty, from the Volfci. 
Repair then with us to the camp of Coriolanus, accom- 
panied by Volumnia, and thefe tender children, who may 
foften the heart of their beloved father. Your prefence 
-will perfuade him to prefer the prefervation of his defti- 
tute family to the gratification of his refentment, and the 
honours he may expe& from the Volfci. Nothing can be 
more glorious for you, Veturia, than to recover your fon, 
deliver your country, and faye the lives of your fellow- 
citizens. Make no delay, fince the danger is great, and 
requires a fpeedy remedy/' Veturia, burfting into tears, 
replied, <c Alas ! my intereft in Coriolanus is but a poor" 
refuge. What impreffions can women make on a war- 
.rior fpirited by revenge? I am not wanting in afFe&ion 
to my country; but what .am I now in my fqn's eyes 
more thair other Roman women, who lhare the averfion 
he has for Rome ? This he fufficiently {hewed at his de- 
parture into banifhment. Coriolanus, faid he to us, is 
now loft to you for ever. I have no longer either mo- 
ther, wife, or children. I renounce all, even my domef- 
tic gods. Can we then hope to foften fo hard a Heart ? 
What fhall we perfuade him to do ? To love a country 
which has treated him fo injurioufly ? To betray a nation 
which has .received him in its bofom ? Shall we defire 
him to fhew companion for a people who had none for 
him ? Let me fpend my days, Valeria, in grief and for- Prevail 
row, and do not force me to fuffer the mortification of a *P™6» 
refufal, which will be equally diihonourable to Coriolanus J^/^ '" 
and bis mother." But Valeria renewing her entreaties, make a 
and all the Roman matrons embracing the knees of Veturia, fourth at- 
and conjuring her not to rcfufe her country this laft af- t f^ tu ^ n 
fiftance, Veturia, at length overcome, promifed to comply ti "„ 
with their requeft, if the fenate agreed to the experiment* 
Valeria immediately gave advice of this defign to the 
confuls, 'who propofed it in the fenate, where, after, long 
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debates, it was approved of by the fathers. Then Vetu» 
ria, and the moll illuftrious of the Roman matrons, in 
chariots, which the confuls had ordered to be got ready 
for them, repaired to the enemy's camp. Coriolanus be- 
ing informed, that his mother, his wife, and a great 
number of other matrons, were coming to his quarters, 
determined to receive them with the fame refpeft that he 
had paid to. the minifters of religion, but to grant them 
nothing ; for he was not ignorant of the views the Ro- 
mans had in fo unheard-of a deputation. But, notwith- 
ftandmg his refolution, he no faoner faw his mother and 
wife at the head of this troop of women, than he began 
to relent. He walked out of his tent; and ordering his 
li&ors to lower their fafces before perfons fo dear to him, 
ran haftily to embrace them. When they had given fome 
time to the firft emotions of nature, Veturia began to en- 
ter upon the fubjeft for which fhe came ; and Coriolanus, 
that he might not give any umbrage to the Volfci, called 
the chief officers of his army to be witnefles of what 
parted in this interview. Veturia told him, that the Ro- 
man matrons who attended her, had omitted nothing, 
during his ab fence, that could comfort her and his wife 
Volumnia in their affli&ion ; that they were come to beg 
peace of him once more, and to conjure him, by all that 
was dear to him, to turn his arms againft other enemies. 
Coriolanus replied, that he could not think of betraying 
the interefts of a nation which had tru/led him with the 
command of their army, and honoured him with a place 
in their fenate ; that he had found more honours at An- 
tium than he had loft at Rome j and that nothing would 
be wanting to his happinefs, if (he and Volumnia would 
'leave the ungrateful city, and enjoy among the Volfci the 
honours which they would pay to the mother and wife 
of their general. 

The Volfcian officers feemed much pleafed with this 
anfwer ; but Veturia, avoiding any comparifon between 
Rome and Antium, which would have offended them, 
declared, that (he would never require any thing of him 
that might be a blemifh upon his honour ; but that, with- 
out being wanting in what he owed to the Volfci, he 
• might mediate a peace equally advantageous to both na- 
tions. Then raifing her voice, fhe added : " And can 
you, my fon, reje& a propofal fo equitable? Can you. 
prefer the intereft of a cruel and obftinate revenge to the 
tears and entreaties of your mother ? Confider, that your 
anfwer is to decide the fate of my glory, and alfo of my 
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life. A Roman woman knows how to die, when her 
honour calls upon her. If I cannot move you, know I 
have refolved to die in your prefence. You (hall not 
march to Rome, without treading under your feet the 
body of her to whom you owe your being" 

Veturia, perceiving her fpecch made a deep impreflion 
on his mind, continued her difcourfe, conjuring him, by 
the great Jupiter, who prefided in the Capitol, and by 
the manes of his father and anceftors, to withdraw his 
troops from Rome, and allow the Romans, for her 
fake, a truce for a year, that, in this interval, meafures 
might be taken to procure a folid and lafting peace. 
" Grant this, my fon, faid (he; and if my tears and 
prayers are not able to move you, behold your mother at 
your feet, imploring of you the prefervation of her coun- 
try." With thefe words, (he embraced his knees \ his 
wife and children followed her example \ and all the Ra- 
man matrons begged for mercy with tears and lamenta- 
tions. Coriolanus, feeing his mother at his feet, could 
hold out no longer ; but, amidft a ftruggle of different 
paffions, exclaimed, u Ah ! mother, you difarm me ;" 
and tenderly preffing her hand in lifting he,r up, he added, 
in a low voice, u Rome is faved, but your fon is lpft \" 
forefeeing, that the Volfci would never forgive him the 
regard he was going to pay to her entreaties. He then 
retired into his tent with his mother, wife, and children ; 
and there conferred with the two perfons that were moft 
dear to him, on the meafures he (hould take with refpeft 
to the Volfci and to the Rontons. 

The articles agreed on were thefe: ill, That Coriola- 
nus {hould decamp next day, without committing any 
hoftilities in the Roman territory. 2dly, That he fnould 
ufe his utmoft endeavours to perfuade the chiefs of the 
Volfci to conclude a peace with Rome upon reafonable 
terms. 3dly, That if the Volfci would not hearken to an 
accommodation, he (hould then lay down the command 
of their army ; a ftep which would probably bring them 
to a better temper. Veturia, after a conference fo bene- 
ficial to her country, taking leave of her fon, returned in 
the evening, with the other Roman ladies, to Rome, 
where they were received amidft the acclamations of the 
whole city. The fenate defired them to afk what reward 
they pleafed for fo important a fervice ; but Veturia, after 
having confulted with the others, replied, that they aflced 
nothing but leave to build a temple, at their own expence, 
to the " Fortune of Women." The fenate, applauding 
their difintereftednefs, ordered both the temple and the 
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{tatue to be erefted at the expejice of the public, in the 
very place where Veturia had overcome the obftinacy of 
her fon. Valeria, who had propofed fo fuccefsful a de- 
putation, was the firft prieftefs of this fan&uary, which 
was much frequented by the Roman women *. 

Early next morning Coriolanus led back his troops into % 
the country of the Volfci, and there divided all the fpoil 
among his foldiers, without referving any thing for him* 
felf. Though this liberality conciliated the afFe&ion of 
the troops in general, fome murmured at the refpe& he 
had (hewn for his mother and country. Among thefe 
was Attius Tullus, who, growing jealous of the efteem 
*nd credit which his rival had gained with the foldiers, 
publicly gave out, that he had betrayed the intereft of the 
Volfci, Coriolanus, thus calumniated, defired he might 
be allowed to clear his conduft before the general coww 
cil of the nation. An afiembly wa« accordingly held ; 
but while Coriolanus refuted the articles of the charge 
brought againft him by his adversaries, Tullus, who feared 
his eloquence no lefs than his valour, raifed a tumult, by 
the advantage of which fome of his emiflaries affaffinated 
the illuftrious exile. The foldiers who had ferved under 
faim loudly lamented his death, and the people of Antiurri 
performed hi3 obfequies with great pomp, and ere&ed a 
ftately tomb to bis memory. The Romans had their rea* 
fons of ftate for not decreeing him the fame funeral ho- 
nours ; for he had borne arms againft his country, and was 
not yet reconciled to Rome by a regular treaty. However, 
the Roman matrons, upon their prefenting a petition to the 
fenate, obtained leave to wear mourning for him ten 
months. Such was the end of the famous Marcius, fur* 
named Coriolanus, who, for his eminent virtues, and 
great fervices, deferved a much better treatment both from 
the Romans and the Volfcians. He was defcended from 
pne of the mod illuftrious patrician families in Rome, He 
had an excellent underftanding, was frugal, difmterefted, 
of drift probity, and inviolably attached to the obferva T 
fion of the laws. Thefe pacific virtues were never known 
to be accompanied with a more heroic courage, or a 
greater capacity for the art of war. Rome never bred a 
more able general : he was always fuccefsful, becaufe zU 
ways equally brave and prudent. But he was imperious, 
inexorably fevere, and fo far from ^ffe&ing popularity, 
that he ran into the other extreme. 

f pjpfl. Hal. p. 479, 4.80, Liv. lib. ii. cap. 40. Plut. in Coriol. 
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SECT. II. 

From the Death of Coriolanus to the Appointment of 
Decemvirs. 

TjPON the advice of Coriolanus's death, the confuls 
ventured to take the field. Thefe were Sp. Nautius, 
and Sextus Furius, men of little courage or experience 
in war. * They encamped feparately on eminences, at a 
fmall diftance from the enemy. But though the -ZEqui 
and Volfci, who had entered into a confederacy again ft 
Rome, wrangled about the choice of a general, and even 
fought a bloody battle, the timorous confuls did not venture 
to attack them in their retreat, but led their troops back 
to Rome, where they were received amidft the reproaches 
of the people h . 

Thefe had of late placed fuch perfons at their head as 
were pliable and fubmiffive, without regarding any other 
qualifications; but having experienced the inconvenien- 
cies of being governed by men of little merit, they re- 
folved for the future to change their conduft ; and there- 
fore chofe two confuls who had given diftinguilhing proofs 
of their courage and fkill iri war, Aquilius Tufcus, and 
Sicinnius Sabinus. The former gained a complete vie- Yr. of PI. 
tory over the Hernici, and the latter prevailed over the a 186 !*, 
Volfci, who had been fo formidable under the command n !g 
of Coriolanus : their army was entirely defeated, their u. C.164. 
camp taken, and their general Attius Tullus killed in the ■ 
battle. This viftory being of greater confequence than *fh* Ro- 
that of Aquilius, Sicinnius was decreed a triumph, and ma * s 8*jj* 
the other only indulged with an ovation. Thefe con- % ™ s ^JJJ 
(ills were fucceeded by Sp. Caffius, who had been twice tktHermd, 
conful before, and had obtained a triumph, and Proculus ana th* 
Virginius, a patrician of known courage. The latter ^Ifd. 
marched againft the iEqui ; who, upon the approach of 
the Roman army, retired into their cities. The conful, 
therefore, who was not in a condition to undertake fieges, 
returned to Rome. It had fallen to Caffius's lot to make 
war with the Hernici : accordingly he took the field, and, 
entering their country, by the mere terror of his arms, 
obliged them to fubmit, and fue for peace. The conful, 
however, would not fettle the conditions of the alliance, 
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till they had firft obtained the confent of the fenate ; 
which deference fo obliged the fathers, that they im- 
powcred Caflius to draw up the articles of the treaty, pro* 
mifmg to ratify whatever he fhould determine. This mark 
of diftin&ion emboldened the conful to demand the ho- 
nours of a triumph, which, though not due to him (for 
he had gained no viftory), were neverthelefs granted. 
He was no (boner honoured with a fecond triumph* than 
he drew up the conditions of the treaty with the Hernici, 
which was only a copy of the treaty he had made with 
the Latins in his fecond confulfhip. This indulgence 
granted to the Herrrici, gave no fmall umbrage to the 
fenate : they could not confent, that a foreign nation, but 
juft reconciled to Rome, fhould be raifed at once to equal 
honours and privileges with the Latins, who were allied 
to them by blood, and had done them many important 
fervices. 

As Caflius was a man naturally vain and often tatious, 
fome penetrating republicans began to fufpeft, that, in 
thus favouring the Hernici, he had private views, preju- 
%ht conful dicial to the ftate : and indeed he foon convinced them, 
$p. Caffius that his views and interefts were very different from thofe 
courts t/a q C the commonwealth ; for, the very next day after his 
theptople. triumph, having, according to cuftom, convened an af- 
fembly of the people, to give them an account of what 
he had done for the fervice of the republic during the 
Campaign, among other things, he told them, that 
he propofed, before the end of. his magiftracy, to ren- 
der the condition of the plebeians fo happy, that they 
fhould no longer envy that of the patricians. Next 
day he aflembied the fenate, and there made a long fpeech 
in praife of the plebeians; which he concluded, by pro- 
Tfo cgr*- pofing a new divifion of the lands belonging to the pub-. 
m * 4W lie ; faying, " It was but reafonable, that the lands taken 
from the enemy fhould be divided among thofe who had 
cxpofed their lives to enlarge the bounds of the repub- 
lic." He added, " That he likewife thought it reaibn- 
-able, that the poor citizens fhould be reimburfed what 
money they had paid in the late famine for the corn, 
which Gelo, one of the princes of Sicily, had made a 
prelcnt of to the republic, and which ought to have been 
diftributed gratis among the people." Both thefe propo- 
fals were rejefted by the fenate with great indignation. 
Moft of the fenators, without any refpe£t. to the dignity 
of Caflius, publicly reproached him with his pride, his 
ambition, and the defiie be betrayed of raifing hew trou* 
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Mes in the commonwealth. But Caflius, flattering him- 
felf that the people would declare in his favour, con- 
vened a new afiembly; and, having there bitterly in- 
veighed againft the patricians, he exhorted the multitude 
to free themfelves at once from the indigence to which 
the avarice of the nobility had reduced them, by making 
a folemn law for the partition of the conquered lands in 
their own favour. He did not ftop herfe j but advifed 
diem, by the fame law, to admit the Latins and Hernici 
to {hare wifch them in the diftribution. To make the 
people relifh this part of his propoial, he infinuated, that 
by this partition, thofe two nations would be united with 
them in one common intereft, and confequently would 
not fail to fupport them, in cafe of any attempt made by 
the patricians to drive them from their pofleffions. This 
law, as it related to the divifion of lands, was called the 
agrarian law, from the Latin word ager^ fignifying land. 
The people, at firft, received the propofal with great 
applaufe ; but the tribunes, difpleafed to fee a conful au- 
thor of a law which favoured the people, oppofed it to 
the utmoft of their power, and brought over to their 
party great numbers of the people, who, at firft, had 
been fond of Caflius, and had blamed both tribunes and 
patricians as betraying their intereft : i( It is a (hame, 
(faid the tribunes), to fuffer lands, which you have ac- 
quired by your blood, to be profufely diftriouted among 
allies who had no (hare in your conquefts. Why are 
the Hernici to have one^third of their lands left to them ? 
Ought they not, as a conquered people, to be entirely de- 
prived of them ? Romans, there is, without all doubt, 
a deGgn upon your liberty. Your flavery will be the con- 
fequence of this fatal divifion of lands, which the artful 
conful would make between you and foreigners. By that 
extraordinary diftribution of lands between the conquerors 
and the conquered, he defigns to make the old enemies 
of Rome his creatures, to the prejudice of the republic, 
and to pave himfelf a way to Sovereign power." When 
Caflius, and his colleague Virginius, who oppofed this 
law, were difputing before the people, Rabuleius, an art- 
ful tribune, adclreffed them both to this efiecl: : u Is not 
your difpute, whether the people of Rome (hall take pof- 
feflion of all the conquered lands, or (hare them with the 
Hernici and Latins ?" The confuls agreed it was : upon 
which the tribune, turning to the people, " Our confuls 
agree (faid he), as to the main point : neither of them is 
for excluding you from the lauds in queftion. Lofe no 
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time, therefore, Romans, in taking pofleffion of what is 
unanimoufly granted you. As to the other article, leave 
it to be confidered of hereafter." This advice pleafed the 
people, who were for having the claufe in favour of fo- 
reigners dropped ; but Caffius, who was fond of his own 
fcheme, difmifled the afiembly, before they came to any 
refolution. As the people were then unanimoufly inclined 
to favour Virginius, Caffius did not appear for fome days 
in public, pretending to be indifpofed ; but, in reality, 
contriving new expedients to have his law paffed. lo 
this end, he brought as many Latins to Rome as he could 
aflemble ; for they had the privileges of Roman citizens* 
But Virginius, aware of his colleague's defign, publifhed 
a decree, commanding all thofe, who were not inhabi- 
tants of Rome, to leave ir immediately. Caffius, on the 
other hand, iffued an edi£fc, declaring it lawful for any 
one, who was enrolled among the citizens of Rome, to 
remain in the city ; fo that a (edition was like to enfue. 

The fenate afiembled, to prevent the calamities which 
feemed to threaten the date. Several opinions were of- 
fered : Appius Claudius fpoke nrft, and oppofed the Caf- 
fian law in both its parts : he jnveighed againft Virginius 
for fhewing too much indulgence to the people, and their 
tribunes. He propofed that ten commiffioners fhould be 
named, to take an exa£t account of fuch lands as belonged 
originally to the public : that part of thofe lands fhould 
be fold for the ufe of the treafury ; and another part di£» 
tributed among the poorer citizens who had none of their 
own ; that the commons fhould be reftored ; and land* 
marks placed wherever they were neceffary, the want of 
which had occafioned all the abufes that were now found 
fo grievous ; that the remainder of lands fhould be leafed 
out at the full rent, but never for a longer term than five 
years; and that the produce fhould be* applied to the. 
maintenance of the plebeians who were in a&ual fervice. 
A. Sempronius Atratinus, a man much refpedted by the 
fenate, after having highly approved of Appius's advice, 
obienred, that there were two forts of lands to be dif- 
"pofed of; fome, which were formerly conquered by the 
Romans, without the affiftance of their allies ; tbefe, 
he thought, ought to be divided between the public 
and the indigent Romans only : others,- that had been 
lately c()n<juered from the Hernici, by the affiftance of 
the Latins, he was of opinion, ought to be divided 
between the public, the Romans, the Latins, and the 

Hernici* 
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Hemic!, who were now become .allies. As to the crea- 
tion of the decemvirs, he ieconded that motion. 

Purfuant to the Advice of thefe two fenators, a fenatuf- 
confultum, or decree of the fenate, was drawn up ; by 
which it was ena3ed, that ten of the fathers, who had 
been confute, fhould be appointed to divide the conquered 
lands between the treafury, the Romans, and their allies ; 
that, for the future, all the lands the Romans fhould con- 
quer, with the affiftance of their allies, fhould be divided 
between the public treafury, the citizens of Rome, and 
thofe allies ; and laftly, that the choice of the firft de- 
cemvirs fhould be left to the confuls of the enfuing year. 
As the eftates of the principal men in Rome lay wholly 
in thofe conquered lands, they clogged the decree with 
this laft article, which they hoped would retard the exe- 
cution of it ; and the chief men in the fenate refolved to 
impeach Caffius, and profecute him to the utmoft, in 
-order to deter others from moving in this affair. Accord- 
ingly the two new confuls, Q^Fabius, and Servius Corne- 
lias, had no fooner entered upon their office, than the quae- 
ftors, Caefo Fabius, brother to the firft conful, and Vale- 
rius, nephew to the great Poplicola, having convened an 
aflembly of the people, according to the power annexed 
to their office, accufed Caffius of having introduced fo- 
reign troops into the city, with a defign to ufurp the fo- 
vereignty. The charge being proved by the depofitions 
of the Latins and Hernici themfelves, Caffius was con* 
demned by the unanimous voice of all his fellow-citizens, 
and thrown down headlong from the top of the Tarpeian 
rock * f 

The pride of the patricians, and their contemptuous 
treatment of the people, foon made the poorer citizens 
regret the lofs of Caffius, who had been their zealous de- 
fender. The confuls poftponed from day to day, the nomi- 
nation of the decemvirs for the distribution of the lands, 
notwithftanding the folicitation of the tribunes to have 
the agrarian law put in execution. This delay provoked 
the people j who, being excited by the feditiou3 harangues 
of their tribunes, began to hold private afiemblies, and 
threaten both the confuls and the fenate. Every thing 
feemed to tend to a revolt, when the confuls had recourfe 
to the old expedient of amufing the people with a war ; 
but as they were aware, that the tribunes would oppofe 
{he neceffary levies, they capfed a rumour to be fpread, 
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that they were going to create a di&ator, and that Ap- 
pius Claudius would be chofen. The name of a man fa 
fevere, and fo much dreaded by the multitude, made fuch 
an impreffion on the people, that they lifted themfelves 
without delay. Cornelius entered the country of the 
Veientes 5 and Q^Fabius invaded the Volfci. Both confuls 
were attended with uncommon fuccefs : Fabius returned 
with a great booty in cattle and flaves ; but fold the whole, 
and put the money into the hands of the quaeftors, with- ' 
out giving the leaft part of it to his foldiers k . This year 
being expired, Caefo Fabius the quaeftor, and JEmilins 
Mamercinus, were chofen confuls in the comitia by cen- 
turies. jEmilius marched again ft the Volfci, by whom 
he was defeated in the field; but the enfemy having at- 
tacked his camp, after he had received a ftrong reinforce- 
ment from his colleague, he fallied out, put them to 
flight, and laid wafte their country. 

During the abfence of the confuls, the fenate, to divert 
the people's minds from the agrarian law, ordered the 
confecration of the temple of Caftor and Pollux, which 
had been vowed by Fofthumius at the battle of Regillus. 
Mean while, the time for ele&ing new confuls being 
come, M. Fabius, brother to Quintus and Caefo, and L. 
Valerius, who, in his quaeftorfliip, had been inftrumen- 
tal in the deftruttion of Caflius, were chofen. During 
their confulate, the war with the Volfci breaking out 
anew, the tribune Msenius protefted againft any levies for 
the fervice, till the decemvirs fbould be named for ex- 
ecuting the agrarian law. The confuls, to extricate 
themfelves from this perplexity, carried their tribunal out 
of Rome, beyond the jurifdi&ion of the tribunes, which 
was confined within the walls of the city. They then 
fent a fummons to the people ; and, if any one refufed to 
appear, or give in his name, they ordered his houfe in 
the country to be demolifhed, and his lands laid wafte. 
Thus, without having any contefts with the tribunes, 
they brought the people to their duty, and foon formed 
two armies ; one to march againft the Veientes, and the 
other againft the Volfci. The confuls, diftrufting their 
troops, which confifted of men ill-affefted to them, and, 
for the moil part, enlifted againft their will, agreed to 
An engage- aft only upon the defenfive. This agreement was ob- 
ment with ferved by Fabius, who marched againft the Veientes ; but 
thtVoljci. .Valerius came to an engagement with the Volfci, which 
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proved very bloody, without any confiderable advantage 
on either fide ; for both armies, after having fought many 
hours with incredible fury, retired, to their refpe&ive 
camps. The friends of Valerius at Rome declared, that 
it was through want of affection in the foldiers to their 
general, that he had not gained a complete victory ; but 
the foldiers, in all their letters, accufed their general of 
incapacity in military affairs. The confuls detained their 
foldiers in the field as long as poffible, to avoid*- frefh dis- 
turbances ; but, the time for the ele&ion of new magis- 
trates drawing near, they were obliged to return to Rome : Nenvdif- 
and then difcord raged again with more fury than ever '. turbauces. 

The patricians were inclined to promote Appius Clau- 
dius, fon of the famous Appius, who had fo fignally 
fhewed his averfion to the people ; but, as often as the 
confuls ordered the centuries to aflemble, the tribunes, 
at the head of the people, made fo much noife, that it 
was impoffible to proceed to the election. The confuls 
and the fenate endeavoured to appeafe the tumult ; but 
to no effeft, the tribunes telling them, that, unlefs they 
chofe men of unqueftioriable characters, they fhould find 
means to prevent any election ; and that they would not 
fuffer tyrants to be impofed upon them for magiftrates. 
As thefe difputes threatened a {edition, the fenate agreed An ittttr* 
to reduce the republic for fome time to an interregnum, "£***• 
and commit the adminiftration of affairs to fome venerable 
old men, who mould govern by turns, and take care to 
provide new confuls. S. Atratinus was the firft who 
took upon him the care of public affairs, according to 
this fcheme ; and, from that time, all other authority 
ceafed in Rome. To him, a few days after, Succeeded 
Sp- Lartius, a man of a pacific difpofition, who managed 
both parties fo artfully, that he prevailed on each to abate 
a part of their demands. It was concluded, that the 
ele&ion fhould be made as ufual, and by the votes of the 
centuries ; and that the two parties fhould agree upon the 
perfons who fhould be raifed to the confulate. Union Union rt- 
being re-eftablifhed upon thefe conditions, they proceeded, iftablifitJ* 
only for form-fake, to the election. The tribunes pro- 
cured the confular dignity for C. Julius lulus, who was 
of the people's party : the patricians named for his col- 
league Q. Fabius Vitulanus, who, without having ever 
offended the people, had on all occafions afierted the 
rights of the fenate. As for the promotion of Appius, 
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.the patricians, /earing the oppofition of the tribunes might 
raife a fatal (edition, thought it advifeable to defer it to 
more peaceable times* The tribunes made feme oppofi- 
tion to the new levies, in hopes of getting the decemvirs 
named, and obtaining the partition of the lands : but Fa- 
bius, notwithftanding their oppofition, raifed fuch a num- 
ber of troops 1 , as enabled him to take the field, and ravage 
the country of the Veientes m . 

The civil feuds broke out afrefh upon the next election 
of con fuls : the people infifted on choofing patricians of 
their party ; and the fenate determined to ele& fuch only 
as were in the intereft of the nobility. Each party avert- 
ed its pretenfions with equal warmth ; but at length the 
difpute was accommodated, and they agreed to obferve the 
fame rule as in the laft election. The fenate named Cse- 
fo Fabius, who, in his quaeftorfliip, had deftroyed Caf- 
fius 5 and the people pitched upon Sp. Furius. The iEqui 
and the Veientes having renewed their incurfions, the 
confuls ordered the people to take arms; but Sp. IciJius, 
or Licinius, as Livy calls him, one of the tribunes, re- 
vived the former quarrel relating to the divifion of lands, 
and declared he would vigorously oppofe ail the decrees 
that fhpuld be iffued by the fenate, till the decemvirs 
were named. In the mean time, the iEqui and Vei- 
entes, with fire and fword, laid wafte the territory of 
Rome, while the confuls were difabled from taking the 
field, through the obftinacy of the tribunes, who prevent-* 
ed their making levies. In this perplexity, Appius thought 
of an expedient, which proved very fuccefsful : this was, 
to gain over fome of the tribunes ; for, if the oppofition 
of a fingle tribune could fufpend the execution of a decree 
of the fenate, he concluded, that it had the fame force 
as to the refolutions of his colleagues. The fenators 
therefore exerted their endeavours to gain over fome of the 
tribunes, and their efforts fucceeded ; four of that college 
declaring in a public affembly, they could not endure, 
that the enemy (hould thus lay wafte the countrywith im- 
punity. The oppofition of Icilius being therefore over- 
ruled, the people took arms. Furius, being beloved by 
his foldiers, made a fuccefsful campaign, and gained very 
confiderable advantages over the JEqm ; but the troops of 
Fabius, who were to a& againft the Veientes, chofe ra- 
ther to lofe their own glory, than gain any honour for 
their general. They refufed to purfue the enemy, after 
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they had put their troops to flight, left, by leaking their 
vi&ory complete, they fhould procure Fabius a triumph 
at his return to Rome. Neither did their animofity flop 
here; but, the night following, they ftruck their tents 
without orders, and began their march towards the city. 
The conful, finding it impoflible to govern them, founded 
a retreat, and returned to Rome n . 

As it was ndw become cuftomary in the republic to 
have one of the confuls chofen according to the inclinations 
of the people, and the other agreeable to thofe of the fe- 
nate, the patricians raifed to the confulate M. -Fabius a 
fecond time, notwithftanding his brother Caefo had been 
fo difagreeable to the army the year before ; and the peo- 
ple promoted Cn. Manlius Cincinnatus. In their confu- 
late, the Hetrurians, encouraged by the divisions in Rome, 
invaded . the Roman territory with a numerous army. 
Pontificius, one of the tribunes, renewed the old difpute ; 
hut, the fenate having gained fome of their college, an 
army of twenty thoufand men was raifed, and equally di- 
vided between the two confuls; who, taking the field, 
encamped near each other ; but had fo little dependence 
on the affection of their troops, that they kept within their 
entrenchments. In the mean time, lightning falling 
upon the tent of the conful Manlius, the augurs declared, 
that his camp would be taken by the enemy : upon which 
prediction, he quitted it the fame night, and joined his 
•tany to that of Fabius. The Hetrurians, interpreting the 
omen to their advantage, feized the deferted camp, and 
then iiifulted the united armies in their entrenchments. 
Upon this oecafion, thofe very foldiers, who, a little be- 
fore, had agreed not to come to battle, began to complain 
of their commanders for not leading them out againft the 
enemy. The generals feemed to confult, whether jt 
were proper to engage ; but their true defign was, to in- 
creafe the eagernefs of the foldiers by farther delays. 

Accordingly, they grew fo impatient to attack the in- 
fulting Hetrurians, that the confuls were obliged to take 
away their arms, left they fhould rufh to battle without 
orders. Then they crouded about the general's tent, 
making great clamours Fabius feized that opportunity 
to reproach them with their former behaviour, and to in- 
creafe their ardour by expreffing a diffidence of their cou- 
rage and honour. They all cried out with one voice, 
u Lead us on, and lay afide your fufpicions." One Fla- 
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voleius, a centurion, in great efteem among the troops, 
afcended an eminence, and thus addrefied himfelf to the 
confuls : " I plainly fee you have not quite laid afide your 
diftruft of us j and, indeed, you have reafon to fear-, that 
we (hall not a£t anfwerahly to our promifes > but for my 
part at leaft, I declare, I will behave in the battle like a 
true Roman. Fellow-foldiers (continued "he), do you 
take the fame oath that I am now about to take." 80 
faying, he drew his fword, and, lifting it up towards hea- 
ven, exclaimed, " O great Jupiter, Mars, and thou god, 
whofoever thou art, who punifheft breach of faith, I call 

Jou to witnefs, that I will never return to Rome till I 
ave conquered !" The confuls, inferior officers, and all 
the foldiers, took the fame oath, and confirmed it by fa- 
crifices- Then the confuls reftored the foldiers their 
arms, and led them out of the camp in file nee and good 
order, to take pofleflion of an advantageous poft, where 
they formed in battalia. On the other hand, the Hetru- 
rians were furprifed to fee the cowardly Romans come 
out of their entrenchments, and offer tnem battle. As 
this was an occurrence they did not expe&* they had not 
brought the foldiers of the two camps together. However, 
either of their armies was confiderably more numerous than 
that of Rome ; befides, it was confidently reported, that 
the Romans would betray their generals, and defert them 
in the heat of the engagement. 

The Hetrurians* full of thefe hopes, founded the 
charge. The conful Manlius commanded the right wing 
of the Roman army, Q^ Fabius conduced the left, and 
M. Fabius, the other conful, led the main body. Both 
armies advanced with great fhouts, and came to a clofe 
engagement. The front of the right wing of the Hetru- 
rians being more extended than that of the left wing of 
the Romans, and more numerous, Fabius, with great 
difficulty, withftood the multitude by whom he was.op- 
pofed. However, he had broken into a great body of 
Veientes, and put them in diforder, when a Hetrurian 
of a gigantic ftature, attacking him, plunged his lance 
into his breaft. Fabius drew it out, and foon after fell 
from his horfe and died. Upon his death the left wing 
was furrounded ; a circumftance which the conful Fabius 
hearing, immediately quitted his poft, and flew to their 
affiftance, with his brother Caefo, and fuch troops as he 
couJd confide in. Finding the Romans, difheartened at 
the Iofs of their leader, giving way, and ready to quit 
their poft, he cried out j u Fellow-foldiers, have you for- 
got 
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got your oaths? \Vill you fhamefulfy fly back t6 the 
tamp ? Are you more afraid of the Hetrurians than oi 
Jupiter and Mars?" Having uttered thefe words, he 
threw himfelf into the midft of the enerriy ; and being 
feconded by the troops he brought With him, obliged the' 
Hetrurians to retire with great flaughteh Iri the right 
wing, commanded by Manlius, the Romans fought with 
great pourage and resolution, till the brave cortful, being 
wounded, was carried out of the field. Then hi9 abfence* W* <w- 
and the report of his death, made a great alteration on /** Ma * m 
that fide. The Romans began to lofe ground; when Aw ,, 
the conful Fabius, and his brother, appeared unexpe&edly * 
in the fir ft ranks. They aflured the defponding Romans, 
that the enemy's right wing and main body were put to 
flight, and that the conful Manlius was (till alive. In 
confequence of this aflu ranee, the troops returned to the 
charge, and would have gained a complete vittory, if a 
new battle had not begun in another place. 

A body of Veientes, in the heat of the a&ion, at- 
tacked the Roman camp, which was guarded by a fmall 
number of troops, and were ready to enter it, when Man- 
lius, wounded as he was, hearing of their danger, caufed 
himfelf to be carried thither ; but while, forgetful of his 
wound, he was defending, at the head of a fmall body of 
chofen horfe, one of the avenues to the camp, his ftrength 
..being quite exhaufted, he fell from his horfe, and, being 
furrounded by the enemy, was killed on the fpot. His and after* 
death was followed by the lofs of the camp, the Romans wards 
who defended it being overpowered wifh numbers. The MM. 
conful Fabius, who was ftill engaged in the plain, ap- ' Rom . 
prifed of this event, wheeled about, and falling unexpeft- ajfynal*** 
cdly upon the Hetrurians, retook the camp ; then, haften- vtflory, 
ing back to the field of battle, completed the defeat of the *&</!? h 
enemy, who retired into their entrenchments in diforder. the *"**"- 
Thus the Romans gained the vi&ory ; but it coft them J-j^' # 
dear, one of the confuls, the furviving conful's brother, 
and a greater number of perfons of diftin&ion being killed 
than in any former a&ion. The conful was fo affe£ted 
with the death of his brother, that, at his return to Rome, 
he declined the honours of a triumph, which had been 
decreed him while he was in the camp. He entered the 
city in mourning, bringing with him the bodies of his 
colleague and brother ; and, mounting the roftra, made a 
panegyric on thofe two heroes, without faying any thing 
of bis own exploits. Being now fole governor of the re- 
public, he wa& afraid of countenancing the lcaft appcax- 
Vol.X. G ance 
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ance pf monarchy j therefore he abdicated the confulfhip 
two months .before it expired, and, leaving the govern- 
ment in an interregnum, retired. This modeft and ge- 
nerous behaviour gained him the hearts of the people ; fo ' 
that from this time the Fabii became popular °. 

The Roman people, aflcntblingin the Campus Martius* 
chofe Csefo Fabius the third time ; fo that now the three 
brothers had enjoyed that office for feven years fucceffively. 
The colleague whom the centuries gave him was T. Vir- 

S'nius. The new magiftrates had no fooner entered upon 
eir office, than Fabius, actuated by his increafing affection 
for the people, laboured to reconcile them to the fenate. 
The demands of the people, relating to the diftribution of 
conquered lands, and the refufal of the patricians, had 
Cdtfo Fa- been too long the fource of divifions in the republic. The 
bius ad- conful, therefore, before the tribunes had prefented their 
wifesthe annual petition on that head, exhorted the fenators to 
fenate to p rev ent the complaints of the people, and end. the daily 
agrarian difturbances, by making the diftribution of tbofe lands 
law 'in ex- of their own accord. But Fabius was not beard : fomc 
ecution. rallied him on his new zeal for the interefts of the people ; 
others murmured 5 and fome even accufed him of ambi- 
tion. He was attended with fuccefs in his military expe- 
ditions \ the iEqui, who had committed great ravages in 
the Latin territories, he difperfed without the lofs of a 
man ; and haftened to the relief of his colleague, who, 
being furrounded by the Veientes, without affiftance, 
would have been obliged to furrender at difcretion. Nor 
was this the only remarkable fervice that Caefo Fabius ren- 
dered the republic in his third confulate : the two confuls 
jf were fcarce returned to Rome, and their armies difbanded, 

when the Hetrurians entered again the Roman territory, 
and made incurfions even to the foot of the hill Janicu- 
lum, carrying off the cattle, and laying, the whole coun- 
try wafte. The fenate aflembled to deliberate upon the 
• means of putting a flop to thefe devaluations ; but the peo- 
ple refuting to take arms till the agrarian law fhould be 
put in execution, the fathers were greatly perplexed. la 
this emergency Fabius formed a projett worthy of his 
affe&ion for his country ; he aflembled all the men of hi» 
own name and family ; and having communicated to 
the-mhls defign, which was, that the family of the. Fabii 
fjiould alone, and at their own expence, take upon tjiem 
to fecure the frontiers againftthe Veientes, they readily 

* * £>ion. Hal. lib. ix- p. 561 — 570. Liv. lib. ii. cap. 44—47. 
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Conferifed to the motion, and communicated their defign Tie Fabian 
to the fathers ; by whom it was received with applaufe, family ««- 
and unanimoufly approved. Early next morning, thofe ^ take 

v illaftrious patricians, being in all three hundred and fix, ^.^d°th§ 
appeared under arms at the door of Caefo Fabius, and frontiers a* 
from thence marched through thei city in good order, g*infl the 
with about four thodfand men, partly their vaffals and f«*»'«» 
partiy their clients, all under the command of M. Fabius^ 
who had laft year gained the battle of Veii. The whole 

- city ran in crouds to fee them, and made vows to heaven * 
for their prefervation. They went" out of the city at the 
gate Carmentalis, and, marching to the banks of theCre* 
me ra 5 now the Baccano, a fmall river which difcharge3 
itfelf into the Tiber, there built a fort in a fteep place, 
furrounded it with a double ditch, and ere&ed towers Ht 
certain diftances. When the works were finifhed, they 
divided their men into four fmall bodies ; one of thefe 
was left to guard the fort, while the other three marched 
into three feveral parts of the enemy's country, which 

*they ravaged. Their firft expeditions were attended with 
fucn fuccefs, that no hu(bandmen durft appear in the 
plains, or bring out their cattle p. 

Mean while Lucius -/Emillus a fecond time, and C. Ser- 
villus, being ele&ed confuls, Caefo Fabius, the laft year's 
conful, obtained leave to join his family on the banks of 
the Cremera 5 but the confeript fathers, to gain him 
the more rcfpe£t, created a new office, declaring him c*fo Fa* 
proconful, a title which gave him the fame power over btu* the 
the troops he commanded, as if he had been conful ; but fi r fl P r ° m 
no other authority. (I). The new confuls had fcarce en- e J£{*\ v ; t t 
tered upon their office, when news were brought to Rome, th e fhtlu- 
that the Hetrurians were railing a formidable army, in Hans, the 
order to fall upon the Fabii ; and that the s ^Equi and Volfci, and 
Volfci had already invaded the country of the Latins. tfl * &<l u ** 
In confequence of this intelligence the confuls divided 
their army into three bodies: iEmilius led one •againft 
,the Veiejites ; Servilius marched with another againft the 
Volfci ; and Sp. Furius the third, with the title of pro- 
conful, advanced againft the iEqui. The Volfci, being 
attacked by Servilius, repulfed him, and obliged him to 

p Dion. Hal. p. 570—583, lav. lib. ii. cap* 48, 4.9. 

(!) Livy does not mention batus, as commanding the 
the ereation of a proconful till army of the republic againft 
the year of Rome 289, when the jEqui in that quality, 
he fpeaks of T. Quinftiiis Bar- f 
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keep within his camp, without attempting any thing clfe 
that fummer. The JEqui fled at the approach of Furius, 
who laid wafte their country. The Veientes, having re- 
ceived ftrong reinforcements from the other Hetrnriaa 
lucumonies, hazarded an engagement with j£milius ; but 
were entirely defeated, and forced to fue for peace. The 
conful, out of refpedl to the fenate, referred the deputies 
to the confcript fathers ; and they, in return, gave him 
full power to conclude a treaty upon what conditions he 
fhould think proper. Thus impowered, the conful grant- 
ed them a peace, without demanding hoftages, or requir- 
ing any thing more than two months provifions for his 
army, and money to defray the expences of the war for 
fix months. 

This indulgence highly offended the fenate, infomuch 
that they refufed him a triumph. However, as he was 
an excellent commander, they promifed to reward him 
according to his merit, on condition he relieved his col- 
league, who was blocked up in his camp by the Volfci. 
But iEmilius, piqued at the refufal he had met with, re- 
turned to Rome, and complained to the people of the 
proceedings of the fenate, as if they were difp leafed with 
him becaufe he had put too fpeedy an end to the war with 
the Veintes. €< The patricians (faid he) prolong the wars 
abroad with no other view than to put off the execution of 
the Caflian law, and the diftribution of the conquered 
lands." He did not ftop here ; but, giving way to his re- 
fentment, inftead of marching to the aumance of Servi- 
lius, he difbanded his army, and recalled Furius, who, as 
proconful, was obliged to obey his orders «. 

Notwithstanding the peace concluded with the Veientes, 
the Fabii did not abandon their poft, but continued on 
the frontiers to keep a people in awe, whofe inconftancy, 
and inclination to break treaties, were well known. In 
the following confuHhipof C. x Horatius and T. Meneniuf, 
the other Hetrurian lucumonies, offended at the feparate 
peace the Veientes had made* with Rome, fummoned 
them to appear in the general diet of the nation ; and 
there gave them to underftand, that they muft either 
break the treaty, or fuftairi a war with the other eleven 
lucumonies. The Veientes, reduced to this dilemma, 
chofe the former part of the alternative ; and accordingly 
fent to the Fabii, requiring them to demolifh their fort, 
and quit the frontiers. The Fabii rejected the propofal 



4 Dion. Hal. ibid, Liv, lib. ii, cap. 49, 
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with indignation ; hoftilities were immediately renewed ; 
and all Hetruria efpoufed the quarrel of their countrymen. 
The Fabii continued to ravage the country, and often en- 
gaged the Veientes in the open field with their ufual fuc- 
cefs, till they were at laft furprifed in an ambufli. 

The Veientes lodged a whole army of Hetrurians in a Thg Fabii 
neighbouring wood, and polled centinels on all the furprifed ift 
eminences, to give them notice when the Fabii fhould an *mbufl. 
fally from their fortrefs. Then they brought forrfi all 
their cattle and horfes into a valley, under a fmall guard, 
as if they had no other defign than to feed them. The 
Fabii immediately marched out in a great body, leaving 
no more men iri the fort than were neceflary to fecure it 
from a furprize. They advanced in good order; and the * 

herdfmen, with their guard, flying on their approach, 
fome of the Fabii purfued the fugitives, while others 
feized the cattle, and a fmall number of them continued 
drawn up in order of battle. The Hetrurians fallied out 
of the wood, furrounded the Romans on all fides, and cut 
in pieces thofe who were in purfuit of the booty. Thus 
environed, the Fabii, who had kept their ranks, formed 
into a compact body, which faced every way, quitted the 
plain, and gained an eminence, opening themfelves a 
way with their fwords through the enemy's forces^ 
When they had got half way up the afcent, they fell into 
another ambufli, and were encompafled anew by a frefti 
body of Hetrurian troops, which had been pofted in a wood 
near the hill. 

Though quite exhaufted, they renewed the fight with ^e miftr* 
great ;vigour, and at length gained the top 6f the hill, ableftau 
lhere they fpent the night without any provifions, befet 'ffh'Fa- 
on all fides by an army of Hetrurians.. Next day the Fa- *"* . . 
bii, who were left to guard the fort, being informed of M ^ij^^ 
the danger of their relations, haftened to their relief ; but 
being attacked in the plain by a numerous body of the 
enemy, they were cut off to a man. Thofe who were on ' 
the top of trie hill being now hard prefled by hunger and 
third, broke their way through the enemy, of whom they 
killed great numbers. The Hetrurians, furprifed at their 
courage and intrepidity, in the heat of adlion offered to 
let them retire unmolefted, upon condition they would 
throw down their arms, and give their word, that they 
would abandon the fort. But this they looked upon as a 
dilhonourable propofal, and therefore chofe rather to die 
with glory, than lave their lives by an aftion which they 
thought would reflect difgrace on their family. They re- 

G 3 newed 



gg' The Roman Hiflory. 

pewed the attack with fuch fury, that the Hetrurians were 
glad to avoid a clofe engagement \ but keeping at a dif- 
f ance, fliowered from all parts darts and ftones on thofe 
illuftrious heroes. They fuftairied for fome time this 
dreadful ftorm of miffiles, and made repeated efforts to 
clofe with the enemy, who continually retired at their 
approach* At length the Hetrurians, perceiving that the 
fwords of the Romans were, for the moft part, broken, 
and* their bucklers fplit in pieces,, ventured to attack them. 
man to man. 
Yr. of Fl. Then the Fabii, like men in defpair, threw themfelves* 
a ,,87 rh w ^ inedible ^ ur y> mt0 t ^ ae roidft of the Hetrurian batta* 
4*$. f * K° ns > anc *> hatching th$ arms of their enemies, fought 
y. C. 273. them with their own weapons. The Hetruriass, thus 
■ prefled, were again obliged to have recourfe to javelins 

/// the - ^nd ftones, with which thofe brave men were over* 
|***J powered, ^nd all killed on the fpot. The enemy cut off 

ihtfpou *k e * r heads, an( ** carrying them in triumph on the tops 
of theif lances, {hewed them to the Fabii, who remained 
in the fort. At this fight th^y gave themfelves up to 
defpair, and, inftead of defending the ramparts, fallied 
puf upon the enemy, without obfervjng any ordgr, aiming 
, at nothing but to fell their lives dear. Thefe were like- 
wife cut in pieces; fo that, pf the three hundred and flag 
Jabii, not one efcaped.* 

Rome exprefled all the concern for thofe brave warriprs 
that gratitude could infpire. The gate Carmentalis, 
through which they marched out of the city, was thence* 
foxth called Porta Scelerata, or the AccurftdGcU \ and the 
day pf theic defeat was reckoned among the unlucky days, 
on which it was not lawful to begin any thing of confe* 
cuence r . 

The confuj Menenius* who had received orders tq 

inarch againft the Hetrurians, was but thirty furiongs 

from the field of battle, when; the Fahii were cut off, 

put it was believed that he, put of jcaloufy, gave them> 

up to deftru£Hon> when he might have eafily advanced 

to their afiiftance. He afterwards encamped difadvan-t 

tageouily on the fide of a hill, without fecuring the top of 

fktfo/tful j t . fq t ^ at ^g Hetrurians, pecupying thev fummit, ati 

AfeltiZt'to tac ^4 kim f ro ^ l ^ e higher ground, entirely defeated 

tteHetru- b* m » anc * roa ^ e themfelvcs matters of his camp. Elated 

WW 1 w ^ 1 ^ ^is vi&ory, they advanced to the hill Janiculum, 

and polled themfelves pn the fummit, whence they could 

f Pipn, Ifcl. il)i4 t Jjiv. lib* ii. c*p.; j* 
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fee all tfeat pafled in the city, and obferve what prepara- 
tions were made againft a (lege. This their pofition 
obtigc<i'tfae fcnate to. recall the conful Howtius, and the 
army which was appointed to ad againft the Volfcl The 
brave Horatius immediately ventured a baffle with the 
Hetrurians near the gate Colli na, the fuccefs of which 
was pretty equal ; but in a fecond, near the temple of who, in 
Hope, about a mile from Rome, he gained a victory, their turn, 
which revived' the Roman courage, and fecured the city: ari <*'/'«*- 
However, the enemy did not decamp from the Janiculum, '*' 
nor quite layittfide their defign of befieging Rome. 

At the fame time a famine began to be felt in the city, a faming. 
occasioned bv the incurfions of the Hetrurians. The infbm* 
lands having been left unfown the laft year, through fear 
of their ravages, and mod of the barns of the country 
home or plundered, a great fcarcity of corn enfued. The 
meaner fort of the people aflembied in companies, threat- 
ening to plunder the granaries of the rich ; and their cla* 
moors and mutinies were fomented by ther tribunes, who 
did not fail to throw all the blaihe on the confeript fa- 
thers. On the bother hand, the fynators, to clear them- 
felves, did all that lay in their power to relieve the peo- 
ple. They fent forth merchants to buy corn, fixed the 
price of it at a low rate, and ordered that none of the pa- 
tricians (hould keep more in their granaries than was ne- 
ceflary for the maintenance of their families. But thefe 
wife precautions were only ferviceable for a time. The 
Romans found themfelves at laft under a neceffity either 
of ftarving, or driving the enemy farther off. They 
marched out therefore under the conduft df their new 1 
confute, A. Vtrginius and. P. Servilius ; and, engaging- TAt Hetru* 
the Hetrurians, gained a complete vi&ory over them, rians e*- 
But when by the dead bodies that were brought to Rome J? r '^/ r " 
to be burnt, thoHfenate faw how many Romans had pe- f eatttL 
riflied in the engagement, they refufed the confuls the 
honour of a triumph •• 

. The departure of the Hetrurians reftored plenty to the 
city, provisions being imported from all the neighbouring 
countries. But the people were no fopner delivered from 
die fear of a foreign enemy, tban they renewed their 
complaints refpe&ing the diftriWion of the conquered 
lands. As they could not enforce the execution of the Caf- 
fian law, they laid the whole blame upon the confuls, cit- 
ing them before the affembly of the tribes as foon as the new 
confuls, C.Nautius and C. Valerius, were chofen. Thus 

• Dion. Hal. ibid. Li v. lib. ii, cap. 51, 5a. 
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Menenius, the fon of the famous Menenius Agrippa, was 
accufed by the tribunes of having connived at the deftruc* 
tion of the Fabii, and fummoned to giye an account of his 
condud before a tribunal, where his mod inveterate ene- 
mies were his judges. The patricians ufed the Came arts 
they had pra&ifed in the affair of Coriolanus, to prevent 
his being tried by the people, but to no purpofe ; for the 
tribunes continued obftinate, and their obftinacy pre* 
vailed. Menenius was tried, not by the curiae, but by 
the tribes, and almoft unanimously, condemned to death* 
But the. fenate foliciting eajneftly ,in his behalf, the trir 
)mne$ changed the fentence into a fine of two thoufond 
afes, thatis» about five pounds of our money ; aconfider- 
able fum at that period, when men of the firft rank lived 
upon the produft of their fmall farms, which tbey often 
cultivated with their own hands. This fine .was indeed 
exceffive, with refpeft to Menenius, wbofe father had 
left him no other patrimony but his glery. His friends 
offering to pay it for/ him, he rejected their generous 
offers ; and being fenfibly affe&ed with the injufticei and 
ingratitude of his fellow-citizens, (hut himfeli up iu his 
houfe, where he foon died of grief and hunger '. 

This melancholy accident greatly inflamed the animo- 
fity between the patricians and plebeians ; the former, de- 
termining to keep no meafures with the latter, openly de- 
clared that they would not fufferthe Caflian law to be put 
in execution. On the other hand, the tribunes, more en-r 
raged than ever, omitted no opportunity of profecuting 
the nobility. They took pleafure in humbling the patri-r 
cians, and fttmmoning the confuls, as foon as they had 
laid down their office, to appear before the tribunal of the 
people. Servilius, as we have obferved above, had loft a 
great number of men in the engagement with the Hetru^ 
rians, when he drove them from the Jant<*ulum. He had 
therefore fcarce laid down the fafces, when a criminal 
procefs was commenced againft him, for pursuing the 
enemy too far, and, by that indiscretion, expofing the . 
lives of many, citizens to unnecefFary danger. .But this 
vas only a pretence for the profecution. The real 
crime, both of Servilius and Menenius, was, their omit- 
ting to name the decemvirs for the. partition of the lands. 
Servilius had too much confidence in the goodnefs pf his 
caufe, to beg the fenate to intercede for him. He faced 
the danger boldly, and without changing either his habit 
pr countenance, appeared before the affembly of the pep? 
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pie, and made fo judicious a defence, that he was nriani- 
meufly acquitted. 

In the following year, A. Manlius and L. Furius being 
chofen confuls, the former marched againft the Veientes, 
who, at his approach, flmt themfelves up in Veii, where 
they were fo diftrcfled for want of provisions, that they 
fued for peace, and obtained of the fenate a forty year's 
truce. Manlius, fort this fuccefsful and unbloody expe- 
dition, was honoured with an ovation. 

Peace abroad always produced inteftine broils at home. 
Thedifputes about the diftribution of the lands were re- 
vived by the tribunes \ but the confuls, unfliaken by their 
clamours and menaces, finiflied their year without having 
made any change in the Situation of afiairs. They had 
no fooner refigned the fafces to L. .ZBmilius, now the third 
time conful, and Vopifcus Junius, than Cn. Genucius, 
an enterpriGng tribune, cited them to appear before the 
people, accufing them of having negle&ed to name the 
commiffioners, with a deiign to debar the poor. citizens, 
and brave foldiers, of the fliare they had fo well deferred 
in the conquered lands. He exhorted the people to do 
themfelves juftice ; reprefenting, that if they inflided an 
exemplary punifliment on thofe criminals, they might, 
by that vigorous ftep, oblige their fucceffors to put in ex- 
ecution the Caffian law. Accordingly a day was appoint- 
ed for their trial. Thefe violent proceedings greatly 
alarmed the fenate, who now perceived, that the tribunes 
aimed equally at their lives and fortunes ; and that they 
had formed a defign of deftroying all the fenators. They 
therefore had private meetings among themfelves, and re- 
solved to refcue Furius and Manlius, if they were con- 
demned % as there was no want of hands to be hired for 
this purpofe, As for the populace, they triumphed by 
anticipation, infolently boafting, that in oppofition to all 
the artifices of the fenate, the Caffian law. fhould pafs, 
and be fealed with the blood of thofe who had oppofed 
it ; but the day before the trial of Manlius and Furius, 
the fa&ious tribune Genucius was found dead in his bed, 
without any marks on his body of violence or poifon. 
He was carried into the forum, and, being expofed to 
public view, the common people concluded, that the gods 
did not approve of his enterprize 5 but the wife? fort en- 
tertained violent fufpicions of the patricians u . 

' Dion. Hal. lib* ix» p« 5 94 -605* Liy, lib. ii« cap. 54. & Zo- 
W. lib. ii, 
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The centals and (Senate, finding the tribunes confounded 
at the unexpe&ed death of their colleague, and rftoufcat 
the effect it had upon the fupeiftifious minds of the peo- 
ple, began to a£t in a very arbitrary manner, imagining - 
they fhould now meet with no opposition. As there was 
occafion to raifc an army, the confUls held their tribunal, 
as ufual, in the forum ; and there either fined, or oaufed 
to be fcourged, fikofe citizens, who did not appear when 
they were called to -give in their names. Amongft ethers, 
they named P. Volero to lift himfelf as a common foldier. 
Volero, though by birth a plebeian, had been formerly 
an officer in the army; and, as he had behaved on' alt 
occafions with great valour, expe&ed to be promote 
ed, at leaft, to die pofl of a centurion. He, tfcrefbre* 
complained of the injustice of the confuls, and demanded 
to be reftored-to his former poft, or to know for what 
fault he was degraded. The confuls fent a li&or to feiae 
him ; and, upon his making refinance, ordered him to be 
fcourged. The li&or endeavoured to execute their fen- 
fence; but Volero, ftriking him on the face, declared, 
that he had done nothing which deferved that nunkh- • 
went, and, at the fame time, implored the protection of 
die tribunes ; but they, terrified at the death of Gengcius, 
not daring to appear, he appealed* from the confuls t& the 
people, crying out to the multitude, M Affift me, Ro- 
mans ! it is your prote&ion I implore : firice our tribunes 
would rather fee a citizen of Rome beaten with rods, 
than run the hazard of dying in their beds by the trea- 
chery of the oonfuls, we have no remedy left againft the 
tyranny of the confuls but force/* At thefe words the N 
mutinous populace fell upon the li£tors, broke their fafces, 
and drove them out of the forum. 

The confuls, being furrounded on all fides* by the mul- 
titude, who prefTed hard upon them, thought it advifeaWc 
to withdraw, and retire to the fenate-h'oufc as a place of 
pefuge. On their -retreat the tribunes, recovering their 
£pirits, infpired the people with new fury, which wa6 no 
longer levelled at the patricians in general, but only at the 
confuls. Thofe magift rates, in this fudden commotion, 
which threw all the city in an uproar, affembled the fe- 
nate, and complained of the outrages committed by the 
people, contrary to the refpeft due to their dignity. Some 
fenators advifed that Volero ihould be thrown down 
headlong from the Tarpeian rock •, but the more mode- 
rate among them did not think proper to put it to the trial, 
whether the anger of the fenate, or the fury of tht people, 

ihould . 
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fhould prevail* The tribunes, on th$ other fond,. 4** 
manded jufticeon the confuls, for commanding a Roman 
citizen to be fcourged like a flave, after he had appealed 
to the people. While the plebeians and the confuls re* 
criminated upon one another, Volero, in order to fec-mre 
himfelf againft the fury of the patricians, engaged the 
people to confer upon him the office of tribune, vacant by 
the death of Genucius* declaring, that, if he were in- 
veiled with that dignity, he would take fuch meafuree ay 
Jhould deliver the people from being opprefled by the fe- * 

nagte. The multitude,' charmed with this hope, readily 
granted him their votes, and he enAejje4 on his ofjfce af> 
ter the election of the new confute* L. Pinjarius and J\ 
furius w . Everyone expected, that he wouVJ jnKn^di* 
3*ely begin a ptofecution againft the laft yea*'$ confute t 
but Voicro foon discovered, that h$ had views. . f^r mm* 
extenfive and important to the intereft c?f hi# party, than 
mere peribnal revenue. Witbput dropping one word 
'againft the late magistrates, he endeavoured, to leflen the 
authority of the patricians in general, by depriving them 
of the influence they had in the election of the trjbunqs. 
In a general aflemWy of the people, he propofed, that v Uro pr*. 
tbeir magistrates, and prote&oj$, Bright be chofen for the poftsaiaw 
future in the comitia by tribes, and not by curiae. In this f° r *l*8wg 
propofal the fubtle tribune had two views, very pretudi- ****[****** 
cm to the patricians. In the nrlt place, the curiee were t , a y y 
never aflembled for elections, till the fenate had confent- tribes. 
ed to it by a decree. In the fecond place, the patricians, 
who commanded the fuffrages off their clients, often got ' 
fuch tribunes elected as were agreeable to themfelves : 
but neither of thefe inconveniencies attended the cojmtia 
aflembled by tribes ; for the tribunes had the power of af- 
fembling them, without the confent of the fenate \ and 
the country-tribes, who were not fo devoted to the patri- 
cian* as tbofe in the city, had a right to vote in them, as 
well as the inhabitants of Rome. The plebeian faction 
was highly pleafed with this propofal, and wairnly de- 
clared for palling it into a law : but the, confuis, the fenate? * 
and the whole order of the patricians, oppofed it to the 
utnioft of their powerj fo that Volero's law became the 
common and only fubjeel: of difpute between the two par- 
ties, the agrarian law being for fome time entirely drop- 
ped. A dreadful plague iufpended, for a few months, 
t)u> furious conteft j but it no fooner ceafed, than tb$ 

w pion, Ifal, ibid* X-iVt ibid. cap. 45, 
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tribunes refumed the profecutipn of Volero's law. In the 
mean time this demagogue's tribunefhip expiring, the 
people continued him in the fame office for the Following . 
year, notwith (landing the oppofition of the fenate, and 
the whole patrician party *. 

The patricians, finding the people determined upon 
carrying their point, had but one expedient left ; which 
was, to fet up againflf Vblero a man, who was not to be 
terrified by the clamours and menaces of the multitude. 
With this view, they raifed Appius Claudius to the con- 
folate. He was the fon of the famous Appius Claudius, 
who had fb often fignalized his hatred to the plebeians, 
and no lefs zealous than his father for the intereft of the 
fenate, but more obftinate and inflexible. As he thought 
himfelf but ill qualified to govern in a time of general com^ 
motion, he had abferited himfelf from the comitia ; but 
the patricians, acquainted with his fteadinefs and intre- 
pidity, procured him to be dtefted, though abfent, in the 
comitia, by centuries, in which they had great intereft. 
They joined with him T. Quin&ius, a venerable fenator, 
of a fweet temper, who was beloved by the people, 
though looked upon as one of the chief leaders of the 
other party. The new confuls having convened the fe- 
nate, to deliberate on the proper methods to hinder the 
publication of Volero's law, Appius, following the dic- 
tates of his natural feverity, declared for railing an army, 
and fending the people to exhauft that martial courage 
abroad which rendered them untra&able at home. But 
Quin&ius was of a contrary opinion : he thought it un- 
juft to make war upon nations fchat had given Rome no 
caufe of complaint 5 and reprefented to the fenate, that 
the people would foon be apprifed of their defign, and 
refufe to take arms 5 a refufal which would difhonour 
the confular authority, and produce a general flame. The 
opinion of Quinftius prevailed 5 but Appfus, who could 
not endure the leaft contradiftipn, lived upon ill terms 
with his colleague all the reft of the year; a circum- 
ftance which greatly increafed the affeftion the people 
had already conceived for Quinftius r. 

The diflenfion between the confuls, and union of the 
tribunes, made Volero believe, that he fliould now get 
his law pafied. He had even the confidence to add the 
two following articles to it ; namely,, that all affairs re* 
bating to the people mould no longer be brought before 
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the curiae, but before the tribes j and that the sediles, as 
well as the tribunes, {hould be chofen by them. There 
were but four tribes in the city, and feventeen in the 
country, which laft were not influenced by the nobility ; 
fo that, in the comitia by tribes, the patricians had little 
intereft. They therefore exerted their utmoft endeavours 
to avoid a blow, which tended dire£Uy to deftroy the au- 
thority of the fenate, and to cftablifh that of the people 
upon its ruins. When the fenate met to deliberate upon 
thcfe extraordinary proposals, Appius was for malting a 
decree, to invite all thofe who loved their country, to 
take arm?, and declaring thofe who refufed to obey the 
fummons, enemies to their country ; but Quin£tius, afraid 
of feeing Rome become a fcene of blood, thought it ad- . ' 
vifeable to try whether the people could be brought to 
their duty by ^gentlenefs and infinuation. The advice of 
Claudius was rejeded as too violent, and even danger- 
ous ; and thfc more moderate counfels of Quin£tius pre- 
vailed. The tribunes were defired to convene an aflem- TAe eonfitt 
bly of the people, and to fuffer the confuls peaceably, and 3?«£»* 
without interruption, to Yeprcfent to the people the true ^^lf 
interefts of the commonwealth ; after which remonftrance, tkepcopU* 
they might, in concert, agree upon fuch meafures as 
(hould be mod for the common good of the people and 
fenate. The tribunes acquiefced in fo reafonable a pro- 
pofal. Quin&ius, when the time came, mounting the 
roftra, made fuch an impreffion on the minds of the peo- 
ple, by his foft and infinuating eloquence, that Volero's 
propolal would have been reje&ed, if Appius, when it w^»«r# 
was his turn to fpeak, had not, by his imperious beha- ^FjC** 
viour, his threats, and inve&ives againft the people, and ^ppiuu 
their tribunes, effaced the impreflione made by his col- 
league. 

Caius Ledorius, who was efteemed one of the braveft 
foldiers in the republic, and had, for that reafon, been 
raifed to the tribunefhip, when the domeftic broils were 
like to end in a civil war, anfwered the confuls; but, 
without taking any notice of Quin&ius'fe arguments, in* 
fitted only on the inve£tives oT Appius, which he re- 
torted, and concluded thus : " But to what purpofe do 73' W 
we fight with words againft a wild beaft ? The fword is fy tch f 
(he proper weapon to be ufed in fuch engagements : the ^fr/afT 
fword, perhaps, may make you fenfible, that the Roman 
people are not £0 defpicable as you think them. In the 
mean time, you fhall experience the authority of thofe 
tribunes who are the objects of your contempt, but whom 
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the few has made your judges/ 9 Upon thb declaration, 
there was a profound filence ; and Le&orius, railing his 
eyes and han<|& to heaven, fwore by all that warfacred, 
that he would either get Volero's law paffed, or perifli in 
He orders the attempt. Then* after baying kept the people fome 
Appius to time in fufpenfe, turning to Appius, '« I command you, 
U T € hi e tzid he » t0 leave the affemb, y-" A PP iu $ defpifed his or- 
smTtobe dcr » an< * tolcl *"«*, tbat » ^ough a tribune, he was but a 
ltd toprir private man j and that his whole power confided in form- 
es* ing ah opposition to fuch decrees of the fenate as were 
prejudicial to the plebeians. Then calling about him his 
friends, clients, and relations, who were very numerous, 
he prepared to oppofe force with farce* The tribune, 
•having conferred haftily with his colleague, commanded 
one of his officers to feize Appiuj, and carry him to 
Jftuffl* prifon. , Hereupon a fcuffle enfued between the li&ors of 
gnjues. t ^ e con f u j an( | t ^ e gj CCfg f t h c tribune. The fenators, 
the patricians, and the clients who attended Appius, 
placed him in the midft of them, and repulfed Leclorius, 
who advanced in perfon to affift his officers. Nothing 
was heard but confufed cries* proceeding from mutual 
anhnofity. From reproaches they came to blows ; but as 
arms were forbidden in the city, little blood was fpilt in 
the fray. Quhiftiusi attended by fome venerable fena- 
tors, threw himfelf into the midft of the contending par- 
v ties} and having found means to convey Appius out of 
the tumult, appeafed the tribunes, and put an end to the 
difpute *. • • 
Thpeopk Next morning, the pebple, excited by their tribunes, 
>/*r*w a nd efpecially by Le&orius, who bad been wounded the 
Jj[ a **' day before, feized on the Capitol, which they fortified, 
•and fecmed refolved to begin boftilities. The fenate be- 
ing affembled to deliberate on means to quiet the fedition, 
Quinftiu* was for yielding fomethtng in favour of the 
people ; whereas Appius could by no means be brought 
to make them the lead conceffi&n. During this difagree- 
mentj which lafted feveral days, Quin&ius, having often 
conferred with the tribunes, gained their confent to refer 
both their private and public complaints to the fenate, 
and fubmifcto the determination of the confcript fathers. 
He then convened the fenators, and after having ac- 
quainted them with the good difpofition of the tribunes, 
got a decree paffed, importing, " That as the fcuffle* 
which bad happened a few days before, was not preraedi- 
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tated, bat the effeffc of a fudden commotion, arifing oft 
both fides from a miftaken zeal for the republic, all inju- 
ries committed and received on that occafion (houid be 
buried in an eternal oblivion." . As to the law in queftion, 
fince Appius would by no means fuffer it to be propofed 
to the aflembly of the people, without a previous decred 
of the fenate, it was agreed, that it ihould be referred to 
the fenate, and that a decree ihould be made for that pur- 
pofe. The affair wa6 therefore difputed with great 
warmth, Appius calling both gods and men to Witnefs, 
that the republic was betrayed, and that the fenate were 
going to fubmit to a law more detrimental to their autho* 
rity than thofe which had been formed on the Sacred 
Mount s but Quin&ius prevailed upon the fenate to yield Voltrfs 
to the people, and allow them to propofe the law in their lawf^tn 
aflembly, where it pafled, and was unanimoufly received 
with great appUufe. From this period, therefore, the 
tribunes were made, and almoft every thing relating to 
the people determined, not in the comma by .curiae, but 
by tribes •• 

Not long after this law was pafled, the confuls were y r f « 
obliged to take the field. Quinftius inarched agaihft the \%^. 
iEqui, and Appius advanced againft the Volfci. The Ante Chr. 
former was fo muchefteemed and loved by his army, that 4 6 9« 
the enemy, afraid to appear againft troops fo well atTe&ed C * >79 * 
to their general, {hut themfelves up in their cities, or lay War wit ^ 
concealed in the forefts. The conful, having laid wafte t ht Mqui 
their country, returned with a great booty to Rome, and Folfcu 
where he was received with loud acclamations, and called 
the Father of his Soldiers, while Appius was ftyled by 
his men, the Tyrant of the Army ; and indeed never wa$ 
an army governed with more feverity, or difciptine ex- 
acted with more rigour. As his rage againft the people 
was no longer under any reftraint from the tribunes, he 
entirely gave way to it ; the confequence of which was, 
that all the centurions and foldiers murmured at their ge- 
peral's orders, and even entered into a confpiracy, not 
againft his life, but his glory ; for they refolved, by agree- • 
ment, not to oppofe the enemy, left their general (hould 
receive the honours of a triumph b . 

The Volfci, being informed of all that pafled in the v 
Roman camp, challenged the Romans to an engagement* 
Appius marched againft them ; but he was no foonef 
within reach of the enemy,, than his men threw away 

* Dion. Hal. ibid. Liv. lib. ii. cap. 57. b Dion. Hal. p. 605, 
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their arms, arid, with one confent, returned to the cafripi 
The Volfci took advantage of this confufion, and, having 
cut to pieces thofe who were in the rear, attacked the 
.entrenchments ; but the Romans, fearing the enemy 
might break into the camp, made a brave re fi fiance, and 
repulfed the Volfci. The rafli conful would have led them 
again to the enemy next day ; but they loudly demanded 
of their officers to conduct them out, of the enemy's 
country; and forced , Appius to comply with their de-^ 
mand. As fcon as the incenfed coniul entered the Ro- 
man territory, where he was out of the reach of the ene- 
my, he fummoned his foldiers to afiemble. Being (bated 
on his tribunal, he firft upbraided them with their dif- 
obedience and treachery ; and then, giving a loofe to his 
refentment, he commanded the heads of the centurions, 
and other officers, who had abandoned their pofts, to be 
ftruck off in his prefence. Thofe who had borne the 
enfigns, and delivered them to the enemy, he caufed to 
be beaten to death. with rods; and the common foldiers 
were decimated. As the time of the comitia for the elec- 
tion of new confuls drew near, he led back to Rome the 
remains of his army, where he was received with the re- 
proaches and execrations of the multitude e . 

The confuls chofen to fucceed Quin&ius and Appius 
were L. Valerius, a fecond time, and Tib. /Emilius. 
When they had entered . upon their office, the tribunes 
revived the difpute, concerning the partition of the lands. 
Both the confuls were difpofed to favour the people; 
•/Erpilius, from revenge to the fenate, for having refufed 
his father the honours of a triumph, when he returned 
from a fuccefsful war againft the &qui ; and Valerius, to 
gain the good-will of the people, whofe hatre4 he had 
drawn upon himfelf by profecuting Caffius during his 
quaeftorfhip. As the confuls, by a decree of the fenate 
palled in the confulate of Virginius and Caffius, were em- 
powered to nominate the decemvirs, in order to make a 
new diftribution of the conquered lands, the tribunes, 
being fecure of the prefent confuls, brought the affair 
before the fenate, where it occasioned long debates. 
/Emilius, the conful's father, who fpoke firft, propofed 
$hat the decemvirs fhould be named by the confuls, in 
prder to procedd to the divifion of the conquered lands ; 
which, faid he, being public and common, ought to be 
for the equal benefit of all* But Appius oppofed the 
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opinion of j5Emiliu9 with fo much warmth, and ftrength 
of reafon, that the fenate rejc&ed the propofal of the tri- 
bunes, though fupported by both the confute. The tri- 
bunes, enraged at their, disappointment, refoived to deftroy 
fo violent an adverfary ; and cited him before the peo- 
ple, as a declared eYiemy to the public liberty. Appius, Appius «/* 
without changing his habit, as was ufual on fuch occa- td t"t° r * 
Cons, or even fuffering his friends to folicit the multi- thi P i0 P^* 
tude in his behalf, on the day of the affembly appeared 
in the midft of his accufers with the fame dignity as if 
he had been their judge. His accufation implied: ift, Heads of 
That He had inflamed the fenate againft the people. */' accufa* 
2dly, That he had raifed fcflitiohs in the republic. 3<lly, *"*• 
That he had caufed a tribune to be (truck, though the 
laws declared his pfeffon facred and inviolable. 4thly, 
That he had funk the courage of his foldiers by his feve- 
rity, and fuffered himfelf to be overcome by the Volfci. 
But he anfwered thefe feveral articles with fo much 
ftrength of reafon, that the people durft not condemn 
him. The tribunes, who were determined upbn his de- 
ftru&ion, fearing he would be acquitted, put off giving 
fentence to another day, under pretence that they mould 
not have time to colleft the fuffrages. Appius, plain- 
ly forefeeing that he mould fall a vi&im to the implaca- 
ble hatred of thofe magiftrates, prevented the difgrace of 
a condemnation by laying violent hands on himfelf. The Hf && 
tribunes endeavoured in vain to deprive him of fuch * m J*v m 
funeral honours as his merit and rank in the republic de- 
ferved : his fon obtained leave of the confuls to affem* 
ble the people, and make, according to cuftom, his fu- 
neral oration ; which the people heard with pleafure, 
ftewing him more regard after his death, than thoy had 
ever expreffed for him in his life-time d . 

Upon the death of Appius, the tribunes refumed the 
bufinefs of the agrarian law, which his profecution had 
only fufpended ; but as they could not prevail . upon the 
next confuls, T. Numitius Prifcus, and A. Virginius, to 
name the decemvirs, the people, at their inftigation, re- 
fufed to appear at the eleftion of the confuls for the next 
year, as if they intended to feparate themfelves once 
more from the body of the republic. However, the pa- 
tricians, with their clients, raifed to the consulate T. 
Quin&ius a fecond time, and Q. Servilius, who, to pre- 
vent the breach from growing wider, employed the people 
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all that year in foreign wars. Servilius had great fuc- 
cefs againft the Sabines, and Quinftius gained a com- 
plete vi&ory over the united forces of the /Equi and 
Volfci, which was followed by the fiege and furrender of 
the city of Antium. On his return to Rome, he was 
honoured with a triumph, and attended both by the fe- 
nate and people, in his proceflion to the Capitol e . 

The domeftic diflenfions were renewed in the follow- 
ing confulate of T. iEmilius a fecond time, and Q^Fa- 
bius, fon of one of the three brothers who perifhed in the 
battle of Cremera. ^Kmilius, who had favoured the peo- 
ple in his fir ft confulate, renewed his endeavours to get 
the Caflian law executed ; and great dift urban ces enfuing, 
Fabius difcovered an expedient to appeafe the people and 
patricians. He propofed to fend a colony to people that 
pleafant and fruitful canton of the Volfci, which Quinc- 
tius had juft conquered. His motion was received with 
great applaufe by the meaner fort of people ; and three 
fenators, namely, T. Quindius the conful, A. Virginius, 
and P. Furius, were appointed to make the diftribution 
of the lands : but when the plebeians were fummoned to 
give v in their names to thofe triumvirs, few of them ap- 
peared ; nay, they began to change their fiyle, and com- 
plain of the ,fenate, who, they faid, were fending brave 
men out of the country, becaufe they oppofed their op- 
preflive conduct : the greater part, therefore, chofe ra- 
ther to flay at Rome, than leave it to take poffeffion of 
the lands, for which they had raifed fo many difturbances. 
The games, the {hews, the public affemblies, the hurry 
pf bufinefs, and the fhare they had in the government, 
contributed to attach them to their old abode ; and, not- 
with (landing their poverty, made them look upon a co- 
lony as an honourable banifhnnent. The triumvirs, find- 
ing the people unwilling to quit Rome, were forced to ad- 
mit of ftrangers to make up the number appointed for the 
colony. However, one advantage accrued from the re- 
fufal of the people, which was, that thofe who would not 
give in their names, were ever after afhamed to interfere 
in- the affair of the partition of the lands f . 

Rome now enjoying profound tranquility, Fabius took 
the field againft the ^Equi, and obliged them to fue for 
peace ; which was granted, on condition of their being 
fubjeft to the republic. However, in the following con- 
fulate of Sp. PofthumiuSj and Q^Servilius, now a fecond 
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time coliful, they began to ftir again; and next year, but revolt, 
whenT. Quindius a third time, and Q^Fabius a fecond anJ4tftat 
time, were confuls, they renewed the war, and con- tfi * e ™f*l • 
tinued it under the confuls A. Pofthumius and Sp. Fu- *?•******• 
rius. The latter, who was but a very indifferent com* 
mander, having rafhly engaged the enemy, was defeat* . 
ed, and fo cloiely befieged in his camp, that not a man 
could go out to give notice at Rome of his danger. 
However, the fenate received advice of it ; and refolved 
upon an expedient never ufed but in great extremity, 
which was, to give up the government absolutely into the 
conful's hands, by thefe words : 4< Videat conful, ne quid 
refpublica detrimenta capiat : Let the conful take care 
that the republic fuffer no detriment." Pofthumius, who 
received this commif&on, imprefled all who were able to 
bear arms, and gave T. Quin£Uus the command of the 
army, with the title of proconful. As foon as Quin&ius 
came within fight of the inverted camp, the JEqui retired ; 
but Furius had before made a fally, in which his brother, 
'4 L. Furius, and two cohorts, had been furrounded by the 
enemy and cut in pieces. The conful nowafted upon the 
offenfive, and obliged the enemy to retire into their own $$**&*** 
country. Pofthumius attacked a body of their freebooters, °^ u t 
loaded with fpoil, and made great daughter of them. / i >^ a JJ''" 
By thefe fucceties Rome was reftored to its former tran- their <wn 
quillity. 4»#ry* 

In the following confulate of P. Servilius Prifcus and Adreadful 
-ffibutius Elva, a plague broke out in Rome, and fwepjt Pj**** ** 
away aim oft all the youth who were able to bear arms, Rmi * 
the fourth part of the fenators, the greateft part of the trW , 
bunes, and both the confuls. Upon the news of fo ge- 
neral a mortality among the Romans, the iEqui and Vol- 
fci renewed their defign of deftroying the haughty repub- 
lic; They began the campaign with committing hoftili- 
ties in the territories of the Latins and Hernici, who im-> 
mediately applied to the Roman fenate for fuccours ; but 
all the Romans could do was to give leave to their allies 
to arm and defend themfelves, and to promife them affift- 
ance in better times. In confequence of this anfwer the 
Latins (hut. themfelves up in their cities, leaving their 
country open to the ravages of the enemy. The Hernici . 
took the field, and ventured an engagement, in which 4 
they loft a great many men, and were on that account, 
though the fuccefs of the battle was pretty equal, forced 
to confine themfelves to their cities : fo that the iEqui 
and Volfci, having now no enemy to oppofc them in the 
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field, entered the Roman territory, and appeared unex- 
pectedly before Rome. The two confuls being dead, and 
the few tribunes who were ftill alive, unable, on account 
of their bad ftate of health, to affift the republic either 
with their hands or their advice, the aediles took upon 
them to maintain the dignity, and perform the functions 
of the confuls. Notwithftanding fo many calamities, the 
Romans feemed to have loft nothing of their ancient ftea- 
dinefs They crept to the ramparts, and appeared de- 
termined to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. 

The fenators themfelves mounted guard, and ftood cen- 
tinels. The city being well fortified on all fides, the iEqui 
and Volfci, more expert at plundering than carrying on a 
fiege, laid afide all thoughts of making themfelves mafters 
of Rome, and marched towards Tufculum. In the mean 
time the plague continued to rage in the city. The dead 
were fo numerous, fhat they were thrown into the Tiber 
without burial : fo that the calamity becoming now 
greater than ever, the people turned their thoughts en- 
tirely to divine afliftance ; all made their vows upon the 
altars, and the matrons fwept the temples with their hair, 
and continued proftrate in the prefence of the gods, till, 
at. length, a more wholefome feafon put an end to the 
diftemper, and delivered Rome from a calamity which 
threatened her with utter deftruftion. Several patricians 
had governed one after another during the ' interregnum, 
which had lafted from the death of the confuls ; and now 
Valerius Poplicola, being interrex, affembled the centu- 
ries for the election of new magiftrates, when Lucretius 
Tricipitinus and T. Veturius Geminus, were chofen con-* 
fuls. In the beginning of their confulate, the tribunes, 
forgetting the miferies the city had fuffered, undertook to 
fenew the difpute about the divlfion of the lands j but the 
people turned all their thoughts upon revenging the infiilts 
Rome had received from the ifEqui and Volfci in the courfe 
of the preceding year. Even thofe citizens whom the 
laws exempted from going to war, inlifted themfelves for 
the fervice ; fo-that two confular armies were immediately 
raifed. It fell to the lot of Lucretius to march againft the 
JEq*i and Volfci, who had united their forces; andthefe 
t enemies were overthrown in a pitched battle, tvith the 
lofs of both their generals, and of thirteen thoufand four 
hundred and fixty men ;' the molt dreadful defeat they 
had ever received. 
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While the two confuls were thus employed in the field, Yr. of F] # 
a tribune of the people, named C. Terentius Arfa, took . l8, p h 
the opportunity of 'their abfence to weaken the confuiar n ^ M r " 
authority, exclaiming againft the exorbitant power of u. C, 287. 

the confuls; demanding that bounds might be fet to it : — - 

with regard to public affairs ; and that invariable laws Ttrntfmt 
might be eftabliuied for the confuls to be governed by, in * r f a ?"' 
deciding the contefts that arofe between man and man. He g^llifi^ 
urged with great vehemence, that the confuls had all the de- me»t of 
rpotic power of kings, and only wanted the name ; and fixed Jaws* 
demanded, that a choice mould be made of five of the bed 
men in the republic, who mould be authorifed to reftrain, 
within due bounds, a power fo exceifive ; fo that the 
confuls, for the future, might have no other authority 
ever their fellow-citizens, than what thofe very citizens 
ftould think fit to entruft them with. The fenators were 
all furprifed at fuch bold propofals. Q^Fabius, who then 
governed the city in the abfence of the confuls, immedi- 
ately difpatched meffengers, acquainting them with what 
had happened, and conjuring them to haftep back to' 
Rome? He then convened the fenate ; and, after having 
enumerated the fatal confequences of fuch an innovation, 
prevailed upon the tribunes to defift from feconding Te- 
rentius in his firft demand concerning tfie limitation of 
the confuiar power ; but, as for the fecond, they ftill per- 
fifted in demanding a choice to be made, from among the 
fenators and plebeian^, of proper perfons to form a body 
of laws for determining fuits among the citizens. How- 
ever, overcome by the intreaties of Fabius, they confented . . 

to fufpend the prpfecution of this affair till the arrival of 
the confuls . 

Thus the city continued fome time quiet ; for the tri- 
bunes did not fo much as mention the Terentian tew, 
till the new confuls, P, Vblumnius and S. Sulpitius were 
chofen 5 and then the whole college renewed their efforts 
to get the law pafled. The people were often afiembled 
to hear the harangues of the tribunes on this fubje&, and 
theTenate as often convened to concert meafiires to op* 
pofe their defigns. The faftions, and Mind zeal on both 
Tides, increased to fu£h a degree, that there was jiift rea- Gr * at *** m 
fon to apprehend a civil war. The alarms which thefe 'ffi l^ 
diflenfions gave, were increafed by the dread which fome - 
pretended prodigies occasioned in the city. At the fame 
time the Hernici, who were in alliance with Rome, gave 
notice to the fenate, that the iEqui and Volfci were 
fecredy arming ; and that the new colony of Antium ha4 
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% entered into that confederacy. This intelligence <autho- 

rifed the confuls to raife an army of citizens, as ufual, 
whofe ab fence would leflen the ftrength of the tribunes 5 
but thefe magiftrates of the people, pretending that this 
war was nothing but an artifice of the fenate to fend the 
v citizens out of Rome, oppofed the levies, and revived the 

demand of Terentius for compiling a body of laws. The 
conteft ran high, and occafioned great difturbances. The 
confuls having caufed a plebeian to be arretted, becaufe he 
refufed to give in his name, the tribunes refcued him 
from the li&ors, and fet him at liberty. 

On the other band the young patricians made great dif- 
turbances in the comitia, difperfed the people by violence, 
and, with their clamours, hindered the reading of the 
law, which was drawn up in thefe words : " Let the peo- 
ple, in lawful comitia, elett ten men of a mature age, 
confummate wifdom, and unfpotted reputation, to draw 
up a body of laws, as well for the public adminiftration 
as for the determination of private affairs : let thefe laws 
be fixed up in the forum \ and let the annual magiftrate, 
as well as other judges, be obliged to conform to them, 
in their decifions of the controverfies which may arife in 
Rome." At length the tribunes gained their point of 
having this law propofed to the people ; but when the day. 
came for the comitia, by tribes, to determine the affair, 
The com* the young fenators and patricians, having Quin£tius Cwfo, 
//«&*£ ^ c f on j Quin£ius Cincinnatus at their head, ruined 
corns' to * nto tnc croud, overturned all who oppofed them, and 
kbnqu difperfed the affembly. Cxfo was a young man, tall, 
well-fhaped, of an extraordinary ftrength of body, and 
had fignalized himfelf, by a&ions of uncommon bravery, 
in feveral battles. His eloquence was not inferior to his 
ftrength and valour ; for no patrician was heard with 
greater applaufe, or fpoke with more dignity. He was 
always the firft to anfwer the feditious harangues of the 
tribunes with great freedom, 

. Thefe magiftrates, therefore, enraged to meet with fo 
much oppofition from one man, confpired his ruin ; and 
having agreed among themfelves upon articles of impeach- 
ment, Virginius, the moft zealous of the tribunes, caufed 
him to be fummoned before the affembly of the people. 
$ui*§h$ This affront rendered Csefo more violent in his oppofition 
C*£j cited • to the Terentian law ; he reviled the plebeians, and in~ 
bejore ihe .yejghed with great bitternefs againft the tribunes. In the 
t eo t ' mean time Virginius ftill went on propofing the law, not 

fo much out of any hopes that it would be received, as 

to 
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to increafe the fury of Caefo, and render him, by his vio- 
lent and raft behaviour, more odious to the multitude. 
Accordingly the inconfiderate youth, ftipported ' by the 
fcnate, who flattered his vanity with their applaufe, fup- 
plied the tribunes with frefh matter of complaint, and 
waged* as it were, open war with them and their party. 
At length the day came, which was appointed for his His mean 
trial, A&4 then his courage failed him. He did not imi- ^^'^ 
tate jthe conftancy of Coriolanus, but condefcended to onflutria ^ 
mean iatreaties, and endeavoured to fave his life by low 
and. unworthy felicitations. He put on mourning, and, 
with a face of forrow and humiliation, went about beg- 
ging the favour of the loweft plebeians. The tribune Vir- 
ginias opened his accufation ; enumerated the violences 
which had been committed by the young patrician, and 
produced thofe to be witnefles againft him whom he had 
perfonaily infulted ; but the chief crime laid to his charge, 
was his having hindered, by violence, the meeting of 
fome judicial aflemblies, legally called. The articles be- 
ing exhibited, the accufed was called upon to plead ; but 
Caefo refufed to own the jurifdidtion of the aflembly, 
offering, at the fame time, to fubmit to the judgment of 
the confuls, his only lawful judges. 

. This refufal incenfed the people yet more againft him ; His father, 
£0 that his father, L. Quin&ius Cincinnatus, a man highly £. Quinc- 
eftecraed and refpe&ed by the republic, was obliged to tl * s c '* m 
jemdertake his defence. He denied the capital points in a ™"*™L 
the charge ; and, as to hafty words or blows, he excufed fa defence. 
them as the indifcretions of youth, which rather deferved Several 
pity than xefentment. Then T. Quindius Capitolinus, perfins of 
who had been thrice conful, Sp. Furius, and JLucretius, ***Aft 
all appeared to witnefs his bravery in feveral engagements, r J^ r ^' his 
and his other .good qualities. The teftimonies of fo behalf 
many illuftrious men, and the intreaties of the father, 
made a fenfible impreffion on the multitude ; but Virgi- 
nius, wfio was bent^ upon Caefo's deftru&ion, fruftrated 
the hopes of the patricians. 

He rofe up, and, addrefling himfelf to Quin£Ku3 Cin- speech jf 
cindatus, "The public (faid he) does juftice to your vir- the tribune 
tues, and the afFeftion you have for the people ; but, alas ! Pirgw*** 
how different is your fon from you ! His proud temper, 
and tyrannical conduit, make him unworthy of pardoq. 
The education he has received under the eye of a modeft 
and popular father, has not been able to abate his pride. 
Romans, what have you to expe£fc from him for the future ? 
What a pernicious example hath he given to the youth 

H 4 who 
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who follow and admire him ? If you, Qdti&ius, were 
ignorant of it before* yet, being to*day better, informed 
of it, you ought to join your indignation to our's* If you 
were acquainted with his conduct, and . did not correct 
(him, you are not worthy of the favour you aik. -Bmt 
what am I faying ? Your foci's transports ware certainly 
concealed from you ; nor have you had any fliare in his 
attempts upon the authority of the Roman people, No* 
Quinctius ; you are not to be blamed for any thing but 
being a better father than a commonwealth's^imn ;* bitty 
in order to efface in your heart thofe remains <tf tendernefe 
which the people ffcare with ybu, I beg that my aolkagtrc, 
M. Volfcius, may be heard in what he has to ofer, by- 
way of private complaint, againft your fon. I hope the 
people will not leave unrevenged one of their own magtft 
trates, who has been fo great a fuffcrer by him** Tbca 
Volfcius, afcending the roftra, to aft the part that had 
c * . been concerted between them, fpoke to this -effect. ** He- 
jaWy % ac- turning one night with my brother, from a friend's ihovfe, 
cufed of where we had fupped, we met, hard~by the public ftews, 
murder. Caefo, accompanied, according to his cuftom, by federal 
young patricians of the fame character with irimfeif, who* 
I fuppofe, had been making a debauch together in 
thofe infamous houfes. They at firft attacked us with 
abufive language, which I, indeed, was for rakmg so no* 
tice of; but my brother, lefs patient than i»yfeify retorted 
their abufe. Then Caefo, full of anger and refentment, 
fell upon him, and, notwithstanding my prayers and in- 
treaties, fo beat and bruifed him, that he expired upon' 
the fpot. This incident happened the year >tihe plague 
made fuch havock among us. I defigned to carry my 
complaints to the confuls, but death deprived us of them 
foon after- L. Lucretius and T. Veturius, their fuccef* 
fors, took the field in a hurry, and Caeib followed them. 
At their return I prepared to bring my action-; but Caefo, 
bearing of my defign, watted for me one night in a bye- 
place, and, falling upon me, repeated his blows to fuch« 
degree, that, to avoid my brother's fate, I was forced to 
promife never to mention the outrages we had both 
fuftained. 
€*[• in Th e people were fo exafpe rated at this fiction, that, 

great dan* without examining into the truth of the fact, they were 
gerfrom ready to tear young Caefo in pieces ; but Virginias, to 
the ptople* gj ve f ome appearance of juftioe to bi6 villainous profceu- 
tion, interpoied ; and moved, that Csefo fhould be fe- 
cured and imprifoned, till his crime could be fully proved, 

fince 
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fmce Volfciu3 had nofhis witnefles at hand. This mo- 
tion dccafioned great debates, T. Quinftius reprefenting 
to the aflfembly, that it was a thing unheard-of in tic re- 
public, that, upon a bare accufetion, a citizen (hould be 
arretted, and carried to gaol ; while Virginius maintain- 
ed, that this precaution was neceffary to prevent fucfc 
an offender from efcaping the juftice of the people. Af- 
ter the qaeftion had been long debated, with great warmth 
on both fides, the tribunes took a middle way between 
VirgimWs pretenfions and thofe of the contrary party; 
which was, that Gaefo mould be fet at liberty, provided 
he gave fecurity for his appearance before the people oa 
the day appointed. This refolution raifed a new debate 
ibottttbe fum, in which the fecurities were to.be bound $ 
but the fenate at laft fixed the fum to three thoufand afet 
of brafs, that is, about nine pounds thirteen (hillings an4 
cine pence of our money ; and left it to the tribunes to 
declare how many citizens {hould be fecurity, in cafe of 
his efcape. They were content with ten fecurities, who 
bomtd ttiemfelves to produce Csefo on the day he was to 
be tried, or to pay the fine. This is the firfl time we ' 
read of hail given for appearance in public and capital 
cafes. Caefo was no fooner at liberty than he left Rome, C*& r#. 
and retired into Hetruria ; but the tribunes knew nothing ^"j?* 
of his^rcape till he was again cited to appear, when his ban y bmnt ^ 
friends endeavoured to prove to the people, that he had 
executed juftice on himfelf, and anticipated their fentence 
of barriihment, by going into voluntary exile. The tri- 
bunes, feeing plainlythat this was only an evafion to avoid 
the payment, of the fine, exa&ed it with more rigour : fo 
that Omrrffius, the father of Csefo, having fold the beft 
part olFlife eftate on that account, was forced to retire to 
a poor cottage on the other fide the Tiber, where he cul- 
tivated, with his own hands, five or fix acres of land, 
which were all he had left for his fubfiftence h . 

The tribunes/ 'believing that the baniftiment of Caefo Thepatri- 
would'keep the young patricians in awe. called an .afTem* cians con- 
My of the people, in order to propofe the Terentiao law, ^ue their 
and get it approved by the tribes \ but it was no fooner *$$££* 
tnentioned, than there fprang up, as it were, a thoufand ^ /* w " 
Cfcfos; all oppofing it with the fame intrepidity. The 
^buries ordered all the patricians to be driven from the 
affetribly ; but the ndbility, uniting more clofeiy after the 
profecution Of* Caefo, oppofed force by force ; and, being 

* Dion. HaK lib; x. p. $»7-<-$34« Liv. lib. iii. cap. 9—14* 
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attended by a great number of their clients, made ttte 
tribunes feel the evil confequences of the fedition they 
had begun. The people were difperfed, and the tribunes 
obliged to fave themfelves by taking refuge in their own 
houfes. Thus the law was hindered from pafling at this 
jun£ure. The following year the fenate and patricians, 
in conjun&ion, raifed to the confulate Caius Claudius* 
brother to Appius Claudius, who had killed himfelf, and 
P. Valerius a fecond time. The tribunes, feeing the 
"whole body of the nobility united againft them, and de- 
fpairing to carry their point by a fair, open conteft, com- 
bined together to deftroy at once the better part of the 
fenate, 3nd fuch of the patricians as were mod averfe to 
their defigns. tn the firft place they circulated reports 
among the people, that the patricians had in agitation 
fome defign fatal to the liberty of the public. Then, in 
order to prepoffefs the people with diftruft of the nobility, 
they had recourfe to the following contrivance. 
Thetri- While the tribunes were fitting on their tribunal,, a 

h**** ftranger came ; and, having, in the fight of all the people, 

^ritwftofa P ut mto ^* xr * lan ^ 8 a ^ etter > difappeared in an inftant, 
"outran an< * Was nev€ * afterwards feen. The tribunes read the 
formed fy. letter to themfelves; and, in reading it, affected an air 
thepatri- of terror and furprize, in order to excite the curiofity of 
€%ans % ^ people, and make them more uneafy; Then, rjfing 

from their feats, and caufing (jlence to be proclaimed by 
the crier, Virginius, with looks full of conftprnation, ad- 
dreffihg himfelf to the afiembly : " Romans, (faid be), 
/ you are threatened with the greateft 4 an gers. If the 
gods, who are the proteftors of innocence, had not difr 
covered ,the wicked defigns of 'your enemies, you had 
been all loft. But you mud giye us leave to acquaint the 
fenate with the affair before jt be divulged." Virginius 
having tfius alarmed the multitude, repaired >vith his col- 
leagues to the confuljs,. and the fenate being immediately 
afierabled, the tribunes were admitted. In the mean 
time, their emiffaries fpread a , thousand falfe reports 
among the people about the contents of the letter. Some 
, faid, that Caefo was advancing towards Rome, at the head 
of an army of Volfci ; others affirmed that the patricians 
had confpired to call him ba/:k, and, with his affiftance, 
to deftroy the tribunate ; a third fet confined the enter- 
prize to tht young patricians ; and maintained, that C«- 
fo was ftill in Rome, and would foon appear at the hea4 
of a numerous body, compofed of patricians and thei* 
.... ..:---. - .. » Stents: 
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clients: thus the people's prejudices were kept up, and 
their hatred to the patricians artfully fomented^ 

The tribunes being admitted into the fenate, Virginius 
addreffed himfelf to the confuls and fenators, in the fol- 
lowing words : " Our difcretion, confcript fathers, made Vtrgbnmfi 
us keep filence, while the misfortunes with which we are fp**** ** 
now threatened, were" yet uncertain. To a& upon bare **'/****• 
conje&ures againft feditious men not yet discovered, it 
often giving a handle to factious fpirits to raife infurrec- 
tions : however, we have not been ina&ivc upon our fir ft 
fufpicions; and our private enquiries have been cffe&ual. 
We have been faithfully ferved by thofe foreigners, with 
whom we live in hofpitality and friendfliip. Their letters 
•will convince you, tnat the gods watch over the republic 
for its preservation. The fymptoms we find at home agree 
with the accounts we receive from abroad- Rome is be- 
trayed. Some of the mod illuftrious families in this city, 
and fome even of the fenate itfelf, are turned confpirators, 
and have fworn her deftruttion. Among the Roman 
knights there are afiafiins, ready to murder us. They 
wait only for the opportunity of a dark night to break in- 
to* our houfes, and mafiacre us, and all thofe among the 
people who (hew any zeal for the public liberty. They 
take it for granted, that, after this barbarous execution, 
they (hall eafily obtain of you the abolition of the tribu- 
nate. Caefo, that Caefo whom they refcued from its juft 
punifhment, is the inftrument of their fury. He is to 
appear within the walls, attended by numerous troops of 
Aqui and Volfci, who are to be brought hither privately, 
and in fmall parties. The tribunes are to fall the firft 
vidims to his refentment ; and fuch of the people as (hall 
dare to make any jrefiftance* are to be facrificed without 
mercy, Thefe are our dangers ; this is the crime of you 
patricians. What then is to be done? Ye immortal 
gods, who unite us in the fame religious worfhip, infpire 
the fenate with fentiments of equity 5 efface from their 
minds all regafd to rank, birth, and party-intereft ! We 
conjure you, confcript fathers, not to abandon us to the v 
rage of thefe afiafiins. In order to prevent their evil de* 
figns, we hope, you will not refufe a decree, impowering 
us to make farther enquiries into this confpiracy, and to . 
fecure the chief authors of it. Thofe who are mod in 
danger, are mod nearly concerned to avoid it, and will be 
moft a&ive in making difcoveries. Time prefles, and our 
aflaflinsarc at the gates. The lead delay were dangerous* 
Who knows but this very night may be pitched upon foe 

the 
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the execution of the bloody defign ? They muft be con- 
fpirators themfelves, who are againft enquiring into the 
, eonfpiracy." 
• The demand of the tribunes much embarafled the fenate : 
the more timorous were apprehenfive, that a refufal would 
irritate the people, and raife a fedition ; but thofe who 
had more firmnefs,of mind, reprefented how dangerous 
k was to give the tribunes an unbounded power in an af- 
fair of a capital nature. The confiil Claudius immediate- 
ly penetrated their defign, and explained the whole drift 
of their projeft. " This is the fcheme of the tribunes. 
Speak, Virginius, (faid he), tell us, whence came thefe 
letters, which have fo much alarmed you? Who are 
thofe guefts, and thofe faithful allies ? How came they 
acquainted with the misfortunes which threaten you ? 
Where is the bearer of this foul accufation i Why has 
he difappeared ? Let us know who are the fenators and 
knights named in the letter you produce. Surely we have 
time to hear the names of thofe great criminals. ShaH 
we wait till you are made mailers of our lives by a decree 
of the fenate, and have it in your power to convift us of 
freafort by fatfe evidence? You fay, the fymptoms at 
home agree with the informations from abroad. Why da 
vot you then (hew us thefe fymptoms ? Why do not you 
produce the accufers ? Could you poffibly imagine, that 
the fenate woute deliver up our molt illuftfious citizens to 
your fury, upon a bare accufation by letter, without any 
Kind of proof ? To you, confeript fathers, to your in- 
dulgence, the bold attempts of the tribunes are to be af- 
cribed. You were too' eafy in delivering up the brave 
C*fo to the rage* of his' persecutors. Their fuccefs againft 
him encourages them 'to attempt every thing againft us. 
My opinion is, that, if the ftate be in any danger, it is 
wily from thefe fcdticers of the people, who, while they 
pretend ro be defenders of the public liberty, are indeed 
ks greateft enemies." 

This fpeech confounded the tribune* : they withdrew 

with no left {hame than fury ; and, repairing to the af- 

fcmbly of the people, began to inveigh moft bitterly 

Thtp$ofU againft both fenate and confuls. Appius, following the 

convinced, tribunes, afcended the roftra, and fpoke to the people with 

thmt the fo mucn energy and elocution, that the better fort were 

™ k ariticT folly convinced, that the v pretended confpiracy was only 

tfiht trt* ^ n artifice of the tribunes, to have it in their power to 

bunts, deftroy their enemies. But the undiftmguifhing rabble 

Continued iii'the^r firft perfuafion ; and the tribunes iook 
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great care tfc maintain their apprehenfion, which, gave 
them an opportunity of railing new difturbances in the 
ftate*. 

. The inteftine broils of the republic encouraged a pri- Herdonmt, 
▼ate man in Sabinia, named Appius Herdonius, to at- a S****** 
tempt the redu&ion of Rome. Having a great number ffo^fj^ 
of flaves and clients, he flattered himfelf, that he fhould tMtf 
be able, with their affiftance, to reduce the Roman repub* Rome. 
lie under his obedience, and make hfmfelf king of Rome. 
This bold deGgn he imparted to his friends, representing 
to them, that it was not impracticable to furprife the city 
during the divifion between the people and the fenate- 
Some of them, no lefs enterprifing than himfelf, approv- 
Jmg his undertaking, foon aflTernbled about four thoufand 
ftten, confifting partly of their own clients, but chiefly of 
(laves, outlaws, and men of defperate fortunes. This 
was indeed a fmall number for fo great an enterprize , 
but Herdonius took it for granted, that a great number of 
Rotrian exiles, be fides the Roman populace, who were 
greedy of plunder, and fuch citizens as were enemies to 
the patricians, the flaves, and alfo the iEqui and Volfci, 
would not fail to come to his affiftance, upon the firft 
news of his attempt. With thefe hopes, he embarked his 
troops on the Tiber by night, brought them down the 
river, and landed, before break of day, by th6 fide of the 
Capitol. He afcended the hill without being perceived, 
*nd, under, cover of the darknefs, poffefled himfclf of 
the temple of Jupiter, and the fortrefs adjoining. Thence Po/fcffb 
be threw himfelf into the neighbouring houfes, and put hin^^^f 
all thofe to the fwoid who refufed to .join his forces. **?£$£.. 
Some, who had the good luck to fave themfelves before * JU ^^ * 
the Sabjnes entered their houfes, raifed an alarm in all 
the quarters of the city : nothing was heard but confufed 
voices of people, crying out, " To arms ! The enemy is 
ia the heart of the city?' 

; The confuls, awakened by the noife, knew not whether 7A* c&fidi 
Ais tumult arofe from a domefticjfa&ion, or foreign enemy j *' * W* 
and were therefore equally afraid to arm the people, or leave wfMt * ** 
them difarmed. They contented themfelves with giving 
arms to fome on whom they could depend, and placing 
them in the forum, and at the gates of the city. The night 
was fpent in doubts and uneafinefs, neither the confuls 
nor the people knowing how many or what enemies they* 
were to contend with* At length, the return of light 

1 Dtaa. Hah p. 634—643. Li v. lib. Hi. cap. 25. 
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difcovered who was at the head of fo daring an enterprize* 
The confuls immediately repaired to the forum, and fum- 
moned all the citizens to take arms, and follow them ; 
hut the tribunes, mounting their tribunal, with their un- 
feafonable harangues, cooled the ardour of the people : 

Imlulool " We do not P retend ( faid the y)> t0 <> bftr u& the public 
tke ardor of g ood 5 but, ^ tCT a ^> Romans, this is the time for turn- 
tk* people, ing the fervice you are about to do for your country, to 
your own advantage. Before you take arms, infift upon 
a promife that the confuls fliaU not oppofe the Tercntian 
law ; and do not expofe your lives to evident dangers, till 
they have promifed, .upon oath, that as foon as you have 
retaken the Capitol, they will fuffejr it to pafs. Why 
fhould you venture your lives, when you can draw no ad*i 
vantage from your bravery ?" Thefe words made fuch aft 
impreflion upon the minds of the multitude, that neither 
the commands of the confuls, nor the danger with Which 
they were threatened, could prevail upon them to take 
arms. The conful Claudius, full of indignation, pro- 
pofed that the patricians themfelves fhould attack the ci- 
tadel : 4C The people (faid he), would fell you their fer- 
vices too dear. The patricians, attended by their clients, 
and a few volunteers, are fufficient to drive away the rafli' 
Herdonius. Befides, we may borrow fuccours of the La- 
tins and Hernici. Our flaves, if we fet them at liberty, 
will lend their afliftance. In fhort, any foldiers are bet- 
ter than refractory citizens, who refute to relieve their 
country in its diftrefs." 

But Valerius, who was more moderate and popular 
than his colleague, obferved, that, in the prefent circum- 
ftances, the fenate ought not to refufe the multitude any 
thing that could induce them to take up arms immediate- 
ly. The beft part of the fenators being of his opinion, 
he advanced into the midft of the people, and promifed 
*them, that as foon as the Capitol was retaken, he would 
not hinder the tribunes from propofing the law. Th$ 
people, charmed with this promife, took arms, and fo^ 
lemnly fwore never to lay them down without leave o£ 
the confuls. Then the confuls drew lots for the conduct 
of the attack, which fell to Valerius. Claudius was ap- 
pointed to cover the city, and prevent any fuccours from 
joining Herdonius. Valerius, having drawn up his troops 
in the forum, marched to the attack with them, and a 
legion of Tufculans, which L. Mamilius, the fupremc 
magiftrate of that place, had fent, of his own accord, to 
the afliftance of the Romans. 

Herdonius 
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Herdoriius fuftained the affault with fuch courage and 
' refolution, that the day was far fpent before the Romans 
had gained any advantage over him. The conful Vale- 
rius, encouraging his men, by his example, to advance 
boldly, notwith (landing thi* {howers of darts which were 
inceffantly poured upon them, was flain at the head of 
the legionaries. P. Volumnius, who few him fall, or- 
dered his body to be covered, in order to conceal his death. 
He then took his place, and led on the Romans with fo 
much bravery and condu&, that they carried the place 
before they miffed their commander. Herdonius fought 
like a man in defpair, who was refolved to fell his life 
very dear. Being of a tall ftature, and great ftrength, he 
..made a terrible (laughter of the Romans, difputing the 
ground inch by inch, till he was flain, after having loft 
the greateft part of his followers. Thofe who outlived 
their general, either fell upon their own fwords, or threw 
themfelves from the top of the Capitol. Thus ended this 
rafti enterprize, in the deftrudion of Herdonius, and all 
his adherents k . 

The city had no fooner recovered from its fright, than 
the tribunes called upon Claudius, the furviving conful, 
to perform his colleague's promife ; but* he deferred it, 
under various pretences ; and at length ref ufed to aft in 
the affair, till a new conful mould be ele&ed in the room 
of Valerius. The day for the eleftion being appointed, 
the fenate, and the whole body of patricians, refolved to 
choofe fome fenator of great merit, who mould be capa- 
ble of defeating the defign of the tribunes, and keeping 
the people in awe by his authority. They fixed upon 
Quin&ius Cincinnatus, the father of Caefo ; who was ac- 
cordingly ele&ed by the firft clafs, confiding of eighteen 
centuries of cavalry, and fourfcore of infantry j fo that 
there was no occafion for the inferior clafies to give their 
fuffrages. When the deputies, fent by trie fenate to ac«- 

Ciint Quin&ius with his promotion, prefented him with 
decree of his ele&ion, the venerable, old man was 
in doubt what refolution to take. He had retired, af- 
ter his fon's difgrace, into the country, and was fo pleafed 
with a rural life, that he preferred it to all the pomp of 
the confular dignity. However, facrificing his private 
fatisfa&ion to the love of his country, he left the plough, 
which he was driving when the deputies arrived, and con- 
fented to accompany them to the city : but he firft took 
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leave of his wife, and, recommending to her the catfe of 
bis, domeftic affairs, " I fear (faid he), my dear Racilia, 
that our fields will be but ill cultivated this year." 

He no fooner entered upon his office, than he turned 
his. thoughts upon reforming the fenate, and reftraining 
the infolence of the people, and their tribunes. In his 
firft fpeechl he reprimanded both the fenate and people 
with equal fevcrity, without declaring himfelf for either 
party. He reproached the fenate for feeding, with their 
continual. compliance, the rebellious fpirit of the people ; 
and! the tribunes for raiGng continual difturbances, and 
promoting an unbridled licentioufnefs among the popu* 
lace : " Some feditious men ^faid he), -reign in Rome 
with more infolence and tyranny than the Tarquins ; but 
1 (hall take care to carry the people from thofe feducers. 
Know then, Romans, that my colleague and I have re- 
folved to make war upon the JEqui and Volfci. We alfo 
declare, that our intention is to pafg the winter in the 
field, without ever returning, during our confulate, into 
a city fo full of fedition. We command all thofe, who 
have taken the military oath, to appear to-morrow, with 
their arms, at the lake Regillus." The tribunes anfwered, 
u That they would not fuffcr any levies to be made ; and 
that, if Quinilius was determined to take the field, he 
might chance to go to war only with his colleague." The 
brave conful replied, " That there was no occaGon for 
new* levies, fince the oaths the people had taken to Vale- 
rius, whofe place he fupplied, were ftill binding." The 
tribunes, to elude that engagement, affirmed, that, by the 
oath the people had taken to Valerius, they had not laid 
themfelves under any obligation to Quin£tius, who was 
then but a private man. Bat the anfwers of the tribunes 
feeming, even to thofe who were moft nearly concerned, 
more fubcle than folid, every oiie began to take arms, 
though very unwillingly. ^ What ftill increafed their un- 
tafinefs was, a report that the oonfuls defigned to hold a 
general aflembly on the banks of the lake Regillus, and 
there to annul whatever had been done in former aflem- 
blies for the advantage of the people. 

Quin&ius farther infinuated, that, on his return, he 
would name a dictator, whofe authority could not be 
curbed by the oppofition of the tribunes. Thefe reports, 
artfully fpread abroad, ftruck terror into the tribunes and 
the people. The women and children, all in tears, con- 
jured the principal men in the fenate to intercede for them 
with Quin&ius, and prevail upon him to fuffer their huf- 

bands 



The Roman HiJIory. Iig 

bands and fathers to return to their homes at the end of 
the campaign. Quin&ius feemed inflexible ; and the 
people, feized with confternation even at the mention of 
fpending the winter in the camp, became very fubmiffive. 
At length, a kind of treaty was made between Quin£tius 
and the tribunes : the former promifed not to force the 
troops to winter in the field, nor even to march out of 
the city * and the latter bound themfelves to make no 
propofal to the people concerning new laws. To thefe 
two articles was added a third j importing, that, for the 
future, neither confuls nor tribunes (hould be continued 
in their offices beyond the year. Quin&ius, having thus 
reftored tranquility to the city, applied himfelf to hear 
and determine private caufes, and pronounced fuch equit- 
able judgments, that the people, charmed with his con- 
du&, feemed to have forgotten, that there were any fuch 
officers as tribunes in the republic l . 

Notwithftanding the late agreement between Quin&ius 
and the tribunes, the latter found means to be continued 
in their employments. Hereupon the patricians were for 
continuing Quin&ius in the confulfhip ; but he warmly 
oppofed it, upbraiding the fenators with their contempt- 
ible levity in being fo ready to violate their own laws, and 
thereby countenancing the breach of them in the people. 
Before he retired to his farm, he prefided at the comitia, 
when Fabius Vibulanus a third time, and L. Cornelius 
Maluginenfis, were named confuls for the enfuing year. 
They had fcarce entered upon their office, when .news, 
were brought to Rome, that Antium had revolted to the 
Volfci, who, together with the jEqui, had taken the 
field. It fell to the lot of Fabius to march againft the Th* Mqui 
Volfci, and he gained confiderable advantages over them ; <***VoV<l 
while his colleague was attended with equal fuccefs ^f iatt ^ 
againft the JEqm 9 who, after having been defeated in the 
field with great flaughter, fliut themfelves up in the city 
of Antium. Cornelius laid clofe fiege to the place, look Antium 
it by ftorm, and ordered the chief authors of the revolt to ****** 
be faril fcourged in the market-place, and then beheaded. 
The iEqui, being exhaufted by their repeated lofies, had 
recourfe to the clemency of the fenate, who granted them 
peace, upon the fame conditions on which it had been for- 
merly granted to the Latins : they were to continue in 
pofleffion of their cities, lands, and laws, but under the 
dominion of Rome m . 
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While the confuls were thus employed in the field, the 
quseftors, A. Cornelius and Q. ServiHus/men of great pro- 
bity, began a profecution againft M. Volfcius, for having 
borne falfe witnefs againft Cxfo. In virtue of the power 
annexed to their office, they convened an aflembly of the 
people, and produced their evidences; of whom fome 
depofed, that they had feen Gsefo in the army on> the 
very day when Volfcius pretended he killed his brother at 
Rx>me. Others gave teftimony, that Volfcius's brother 
died of a languifhing diftemper, and that he never was 
out of his houfe after he was firff taken ill. Thefe fa As 
were attefted by fo many perfons of unqueftiomable credit, 
that there was no Toom left to doubt of Volfcius's malice. 
But the tribunes, whd had fuborned that plebeian, put a 
ftop to this profecution, declaring, that they would not 
Tufier the fuflTages of the people to be gathered upon any 
affair whatfoever, before the Terentian law was promul- 
gated. The fenate, in their turn, made ufe of the like 
pretence, declaring, that they would not fuffer the Teren- 
tian law td be propofed, till the bufinefs of Vfclfcius fhould 
be determined.* 

Thefe contefts were fpun out till the return of the con- , 
fuls, who entered Rome in triumph, and foon after re- 
figned the fafces W C. Nautius and L. Minutius, who 
were obliged to take the field, in the very beginning of 
their year, againft the Volfci, who had revolted from the 
Romans, and againft the Sabines, who, with a numerous 
army, committed great devaluations in the Roman territory. 
The latter were routed by the cdnftil Nautius, and forced 
to fhut themfelves up in their ftrong holds. But Minu- 
tius, by a ftratagem of Cluilius, commander of the JEqui, 
being led into a valley, was there hemmed in on all fides, 
and in danger of being ftarved into a furrender at difcre- 
fion. Some horfemen, having found means to make their 
efcape in the night, carried the news to Rome : whereupon 
Q. Fabius, governor of the city, immediately difpatched a 
meflenger to thp other conful, to inform him of the danger 
to which his colleague was expofed. Nautius repaired to 
Rome in all hafte ; and having affembled the fenate, aH 
the fathers were for having recourfe to the remedy made 
ufe of in their greateft calamities, which was, a di&ator. 
Accordingly, the conful named Quinftius Cincinnatus fof 
that high nation, and immediateiy returned to put himfelf 
at the head of his army. The governor of Rome fent the 
, cpuful's de^ccee v to jQuin&ius, who was found, as before, 
cultivating his {mail inheritance with Iks own hands* 
»• ■ . When 
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When he faw the deputies, a train of attendants/ and Quhaius 
twenty-four li&ors, with their fafces, advancing to him, CinciHna- 
he put on his robe, and going to meet them, "What tw&Sa- 
tidings (faid he), do you bring from Rome ?" " Your tou 
country (replied the deputies), being in great danger, de- 
mands a dictator, and you are the only refuge Rome has 
in her diftrefs." At thefe words he fighed; though 
forry to quit his beloved folitude, he obeyed the orders of 
the fenate, and having put on the habit of his new dig- 
nity, fet out for Rome. The fenate provided him with 
a boat, in which he croffed the Tiber, his three fons, his 
friends, and the chief men of the fenate, receiving him at 
his landing, conduced him in triumph to his houfe, 
amidft the acclamatious of the people. Next day, the 
dittator named for general of the horfe L. Tarquitius. 
He was a patrician of uncommon valour ; but not being 
able to keep a horfe, had till then ferved in the infantry. 
The dictator, who had obferved his gallantry and condudr, 
in the campaign he had made under him, did juftice to 
his merit, and, notwithftanding his poverty, raifed him 
to that high ftation. 

The firft order Quin&ius hTued was, that all the fliops 
and tribunals mould be (hut up : then he commanded all 
the youth in the city and country to be, before fun-fet, in 
the Campus Martius, each with twelve ftakes, and pro- 
vifions for five days. He then put himfelf at the head of Marches to 
thefe troops, and, before break of day, arriving at the the relief 
enemy's camp, viewed their entrenchments as well as *f*y* onm 
the obfcurity of the night would allow him. Then, by a 
repetition of loud (bouts, he gave the conful notice of 
his arrival. The fignal was no fooner underftood by the 
confular army, than, without waiting for day-light, they 
fan to arms, and fell upon the enemy, with another 
lhout, which was heard by the diftator's forces. The 
J5qui firft turned their arms againft Quin£Hus, in order 
to prevent him from furrounding them •, but being called 
back to repulfe the conful, Quin&ius feized that opportu- 
nity to fortify his entrenchments with a palifado made of 
the ftakes his men had brought from Rome. Thefe en- 
trenchments ferved, at the fame time, to (hut up the 
enemp's camp ; fo that the general of the iEqui, named 
Gracchus Duilius, found himfelf at day-light in the fame 
fituation to which he had reduced the conful. Early irr whom he 
the morning, the di£tator and conful attacked the enemy's r '# /w/ » 
camp at the fame time with fuch vigour, that Duilius* J£ JEqui 
fearing his lines would be forced fword in hand, had re- p a f sunder 

1 2 courfe tkijeki* 



n6 



Vheir chief 
officers de- , 
liver ed up 
to him. 



He de- 
grades the 
confut Mi~ 
nutius. 



His tri- 
umfh* 



The Roman Hiftory. 

courfc to negotiation : he fent deputies to the conful, who 
referred them to the di&ator. Quin&ius, having heard 
their propofals, which were, to quit their camp, and re- 
tire without baggage, arms, or cloaths, fternly replied; 
that he did not think their death would be of any fervicc 
to his republic ; and therefore was willing to grant them 
their lives, but upon condition, that they delivered to him 
their general and chief officers, and fubmitted to pafs, 
every man, without diftln&ion, under the yoke, to im- 
print it deeply on their minds, that the JEqui were a na- 
tion conquered by the Romans. If they refufed to com- 
ply with thefe conditions, he threatened to cut them all 
in pieces. The /Equi, being furrounded on all fides, and 
unable to fuftain two attacks at the fame time, fubmitted 
to what conditions the vi&orious enemy was pleafed to 
impofe. Two javelins were therefore fixed in the ground, 
and a third laid over them ; and under this yoke all the 
foldiers paffed, naked and unarmed. At the fame time, 
they delivered up to the Romans their general and chief 
officers, who were referred to adorn the di&ator's tri- 
umph. 

Quinftius would not allow the troops of the conful Mi- 
nutiu9 to have any (hare of the fpoil. He then obliged 
Minutlus to lay down his office ; a difgrace which the 
modeft conful was fo far from refenting, that he and his 
troops prefented the dictator with a crown of gold of" a 
pound weight, for having faved the lives and honour of his 
fellow-citizens. Quin&ius, after this vi&ory, returned 
to Rome, which he entered in triumph. Before his cha- 
riot were led the enemy's general, and a great number of 
officers in chains, who constituted the chief ornament of 
that proceffion. The di&ator, having finifhed his expe- 
dition in lefs than a fortnight, was for laying down his 
office, and retiring to his folitude; but his friends pre- 
vailed upon him to continue in the di&atorfhip, till Vol- 
fcius, the accuferof his fonCaefo, was brought to his trial. 
Accordingly, he afiembled the curiae: the informer being 
convi&ed of calumny and bearing falfe witnefs, was, ac- 
cording to the law of retaliation, condemned to perpetual 
banifhment, and Caefo recalled. This a& of juftice being 
performed, Quin&ius abdicated the di&atorfhip the fif- 
teenth day after his advancement, though he might have 
held that dignity fix months". 
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The abdication 'of the dictator was followed by new Stw dif- 
difturbances : Virginius was continued a fifth year in the turbamts 
tribunefliip j Volfcius was recalled frojn banifliment, and '* *•**• 
reinftated in his office ; the tribunes revived the difputc 
about the Terentian law ; and, at the fame time, the iEqui, 
though lately fubdued, together with the Sabines, began 
to make their ufual inroads, and lay wafte the Roman 
territory. The two new confuls, C. Horatius and Q^Mi- 
nutius, were ordered by the fenate to raife troops* and 
march, without delay, againft the enemy \ but the tri- 
bunes protefted, that they would not fuffer one plebeian 
to give in his name, till the commiffioners for making a 
body of laws, according to Terentius's propofal, fhould 
be named. An extraordinary aflembly of the fenate was 
therefore fummoned, to deliberate on the prefent trou- 
bles ; and Quin&ius Cincinnatus recalled to make head 
againft the tribunes* He was of opinion, that the whole Theptoph 
fenate, and the body of the patricians, with their friends refuftng to 
and clients, fhould take arms, and haften into the' field, tnlifi^tht 
His advice was received with applaufe : even the oldeft f enat f?*4 
fenators repaired immediately to their houfes, took arms, taharmu 
and, attended by their clients and friends, appeared in the 
fcrum. The people, who* flocked thither from all parts, 
being moved at this new fight, the conful Horatius ex- 
horted all good citizens to join thofe illuftrious fenators* 
who chofe rather to expofe their lives to the utmoft 
dangers, than to fee Rome infulted by her enemies. 
Virginius, in the name of his colleagues and the people, 
anfwered, that the plebeians would not ferve, till the 
Terentian law was accepted. On this occafion Horatius 
made a reproachful fpeech to the curiae, fhewing them 
the difmal effe&s which the feditious practices of their 
tribunes muft at laft unavoidably produce. 

His harangue made a deep impreffion on the minds of 
the multitude; which Virginius perceiving, thought it 
advifeable to conform to the prefent conjun&ure. Aflum- 
ing therefore an air of moderation, he told the conful, 
that he was ready to defift from oppofing the levies, nay, 
that he would himfelf exhort the people to take arms, 
provided the fenate would grant one favour, which would 
be of great fervice to them, and in no refpeffc detrimental 
to their authority. The conful deG red him to fpeak 
his mind freely, affuring him, that he would find the 
fenate ready to comply with any reafonable requeft in the 
behalf of the people. Then Virginius, having firft con- 
ferred with his colleagues, replied, " AH that the people 
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rcqueft is, that you will fuffer the number of the tribunes 
to be encreafed from five to ten. If you deny our requeft 
in an affair of fo fmall importance, accufe yourfelves only 
of the misfortunes the republic may fufier." This unex- 
pe&ed requeft divided the fenate. Caius Claudius op- 
pofed it with great warmth, being governed by this he- 
reditary maxim, that all the requefts of the tribunes ought 
The people to be fufpeded. But Quindius Cincinnatus, confidering 
allowed to t i,i s a ff a i r i n another light, was for granting the tribunes 
J*' their requeft. He thought,- that the more numerous the 

tribunes were, the more eafy it would be to fow divifions 
Yr. of F!. among them. The opinion of this great man prevailed \ 
1892. an( i the fenate pafled a decree, giving the people leave to 
Ante Chr. choofe ten tribunes annually, provided they did not con- 
U. c! 19s. tinue the fame man in office above a year. Purfuant to 
. this decree, the tribes were immediately aflembled, and 

The tri- the two, tribunes chofen out of each of the firft five clafles. 
bunes of The tribunes being thus fatisfied, two armies were raifed 
ncteid w ^ t * 10Ut oppofition. Minutius marched againft the Sa-» 
to uni bines, who fled before him, and retired into their own 
country. Horatius led his troops againft the &qui, re- 
took Corbio and Ortona, which they had feized ; and then 
both confuls returned to Rome, to prefide in the comitia 
at the elc&ion of their fucceffors \ 

In the following confulate of M. Valerius La&ucinus, 
and Sp. Virginius Tricoftus, the tribunes, grown more 
audacious than ever by the increafe of their number, pro- 
posed, that Mount Aventine, or at leaft fuch parts of it 
as lay uncultivated, or were not poflefied by lawful own- 
ers, might be yielded to the people, who being now 
very numerous, began to want habitations. The confuls 
looking upon this new demand as a prelude to the revival 
of the agrarian law, and therefore deferring to convene 
the fenate to debate it, Icilius, one of the tribunes, venr 

fmltof' turec * u P on an attcm P t ncvcr heard of before. He fent an 
thetri* officer to them, commanding them to affcmble the fenate 
bunes. forthwith. The meflenger was, by the order of the con- 
fujs, feverely beaten, and ignominioufly driven away by 
one of the li&ors. Hereupon the tribunes caufed the 
li&or to be feized, and fome were for putting him to 
death,' for violating the facred privileges of the tribune- 
fhip. The fenate, to fave him, had recourfe to entreaties, 
but without fuccefs : they were obliged to come to a 
compofition with the tribunes. The li&or was fet at It 
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fcerty ; but Mount Aventine was, by a decree of the fe* Mount 
nate, yielded to the people. The fenate foon found, Ayentm 
that their compliance with the laft demands of the peo- J*d*** i0 
pie ferved only to encourage new pretentions. Icilius, ' e t^t^ 
the rooft enterprifing of the tribunes, formed a defign to 
bring the confuls themfelves under fubje&ion p. In the 
confulate of T. Romilius and C. Vetrurius, the tribunes 
were more fa£tious than ever about the Terentian law. 
The confuls, knowing the republic would never be quiet 
at home, till (he was engaged in a war abroad, refolved 
to revenge the inroads which the Sabines and iEqui had 
made the year before ; but, in raifing levies, they ufed fo 
much feverity, that the people appealed to their tribunes, 
who, taking the part of the complainants, endeavoured to 
refcue out of the hands of the li£tors thofe whom the 
confuls had ordered to be feized, for refuGng to anfwer Tfo tri- 
when called upon. The confuls advanced to fupport the bunts ori& 
execution of their orders \ but the tribunes, fupported by th ' eo *f*k 
the populace, not only repulfed them, but ordered their /^^ 
xdiles to feize thofe fovereign magistrates, and carry them 
to prifon. So daring an attempt provoked the patricians Tkttri- 
to fuch a degree, that they fell upon the tribunes, beat bums beat- 
them, and forced them to ny with their adherents. in & tf }' 

Next day the tribunes affembled the people anew, and t amctanu 
fummoned the confuls to appear before their tribunal, to Ik* confuls 
anfwer for what had happened the day before. The con- €lt * d b ff° r * 
fuls fcortffully refufing to obey the fummons, the tribunes \U£* 
brought their complaints to the fenate, and threatened to 
afiemble the tribes, in order to judge the confuls, in cafe 
they did not appear to juftify their condud. The conful 
Romilius haughtily anfwered, that the tribunes had been 
the aggreflbrs, and the fole authors of the tumult \ and 
protefted, that if they were fo daring as to proceed a ftep 
farther in this affair, he would arm the whole body of 
patricians againft them. The fenate, thinking it equally 
dangerous to declare either for the confuls or the tribunes, 
hroke up, without coming to any refolution. Icilius, 
finding that nothing was to be expe&ed from the fenate, 
convened an affembly of the people, in order to excite 
them to fome vigorous refolution. Some of the plebeians 
were for taking arms, and retiring again to the Sacred 
Mount ; others . for proceeding againft the confuls, and 
infilling upon their .appearing before the people, or con- 
temning them to death or banilhmeht ; but the moil mo- 

t Liv. lib. iii. cap. 31. ■ 
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derate advifed the people to defer all proceedings agahnft 
the confuls, till their confulate was expired, and, in the 
mean time, to profecute, with the utmoft rigour, thofe 
patricians, who had affifted them in the infult they had 
committed on the perfons of the tribunes. 0f thefe three 
different opinions, the tribunes chofe to follow the fecond 5 
and accordingly fummoned the confuls to appear on the 
third market-clay, fbis projeft, however, proved abortive ; 
for Icilius declared, in the aflembly of the people, that 
the college of "tribunes, at the entreaties of the fenate, 
forgave the confuls the perfonal injuries they had received 
from them, but could not negle£t the interefts of the peo- 
ple, and would therefore propofe both the agrarian and 
Terentian laws to their confideration. He accordingly- 
fixed a day for a new aflembly, to deliberate upon thofe 
matters. 
tte tri- The time appointed being come, and the people aflem- 

bums r*- bled, Icilius made a long harangue in favour of the agra- 
V™futiot " an k w » ^ l ^ en declared, tnat an y plebeian might 
theagra- fpeak freeJy. Upon this intimation, many plebeians pleaded 
rian law. the right their fervices gave them to a fliare of the con- 
quered lands, and made loud complaints of the patricians, 
who ufurped what the plebeians had gained with their 
blood. This was the common complaint of the ple- 
beians; but none represented it in ftronger terms than 
one Sicinius, or, as Livy calls him, Siccius Dentatus. 
He was a plebeian, about three fcore years of age, but yet 
in his full ftrength and vigour, of a handfome fhape and 
mien, and not uneloquent for a man of his profeflion. 
Sicinius He enumerated his exploits in war during forty years fer- 
Dentatus v j ce . to \^ the multitude, that he had been in a hundred 
ftrti. an( * twcnt y engagements ; that he had received forty-five 
wounds, and all before, twelve of them in that fingle ac- 
tion againft Herdonius'the Sabine ; that for the lad thirty 
years he had been always in command ; that he had ac- 
quired fourteen civic crowns, for- faving the lives of fo 
many citizens ; three mural crowns, for having been the 
fir ft who mounted the breach in towns taken by ftorm* 
eight other crowns for different exploits, eighty-three gol- 
den collars, fixty golden bracelets, eighteen lances, twen- 
ty-five fets of furniture for horfes, nine of which he had 
won from fo many enemies conquered in fingle combat. 
<c And thefe military toys (added he), are the only re- 
wards I have hitherto received. No lands, no (hare q£ 
the conquered countries : ufurpers, without any title but 
that of a patrician extra£Uon, poflefs them* Is this to be 

endured ? 



The Roman WJloryl <jui 

endured ? Shall they alone enjoy the fruits of our con- 
quefts ? the purchafe of our blood ? No, plebeians, let 
us delay no longer to do ourfeives juftice. Xet us this 
very day pafs the law propofed by Icilius. If the young 
patricians oppofe it, let our tribunes make them feel what 
is the extent of their authority." Icilius bellowed the 
higheft eulogiums on Dentatus •, but affe&ing to appear a 
ftri& obferver of the laws, declared, that he could not 
■with juftice propofe the law, till he had heard what the 
patricians alleged againft it. Accordingly he adjourned 
the aflembly to the next day. 

In the mean time the confuls, having employed great Refilution 
part of the night in confulting with the chief men of the ***§* fy 
fenate on the proper means to fruftrate the defigns of the '"' /**"*• 
tribunes, refolved to employ all their rhetoric to fa- 
tisfy the people ; but if they continued obftinately bent 
upon the publication of the law, in that cafe to hinder, 
by force, the colle&ing of the votes. This refolution 
being imparted to the patricians, they all repaired early 
in the morning to the forum, and difperfed themfelves 
among the multitude in fmall parties. The confute being 
come, the tribunes caufed proclamation to be made by a 
herald, that whoever had any folid reafons to offer againft 
the publication of the agrarian law, might lay them be- 
fore the people. Several fenators prefented themfelves, 
one after another ; but they no foaner began to fpeak, 
than the populace rendered it impofiible to hear what they 
faid. The confuls protefted againft all that (hould be 
done in fo tumultuous an aflembly ; but the tribunes, 
without liftening to their remonftrances, commanded the 
urns to be opened, and the tablets to be delivered to the 
people, in order to vote. The young patricians, incenfed Thepatrl. 
at this prefumption* fnatched away the urns, and feat- cta ™ °P" 
fcered about the tablets, on which the votes were writ- fy^th 
ten ; and, throwing themfelves at the head of their clients paging of 
. and friends, into the crowd, by force hindered the peo- the law. 
pie from dividing into their refpe&ive tribes. The tri- 
bunes, having attempted to oppofe the patricians, and keep 
the people together, were at length obliged to retire, and 
defer the promulgation of the law to another day. 

Early next morning the tribunes aflembled the people ; 
and, having demanded and obtained permiflion of the 
aflembly to inquire after the authors of the late diforder, 
tfrey refolved to turn the whole accufation againft the 
youth of the Pofthumian, Sempronian, and Claelian fa- 
milies, .who had bee a the moft a&ive in the fray. It was 

then 
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then cuftomary in Rome to determine what punHhment 
the accufed deferved, in cafe he was convifted, before 
Vhttfiatis hj g cr i m e was reported to the people. The tribunes* 
&J° m Q f therefore, having aflembled a certain number of the moft 
fjncians confiderable citizens, to determine the punifhment they 
unficated. fhould inflict upon the ringleaders of the tumult, fome 
voted for death, others for baniihment \ but Sicinius pro* 
pofed the flighted punishment the laws enjoined, namely* 
the confiscation of their efie&s ; and his opinion prevailed* 
The chief men of the fenate, having confulted on this 
occaGon, thought it advifable not to oppofe the profecution* 
hoping that the multitude, fatiafied with this condefcen- 
fion, would drop the more important affair of the law. 
As for the lofs of the fufierers, they refolved to repair it 
at their private charges. Accordingly, when the day 
came for the trial, the perfons accufed not appearing, 
were condemned in a fine for default, and their goods 
publicly fold to pay it. But the fenate caufed them to be 
bought up by private hands, and reftored to the former 
proprietors q . 
W# JEqut During thefe contentions, news were brought thkt the 
*?rito' he of -*9 ni nad made an irra Ption fcto the territory of the Tuf- 
ftfcrium. culans, who were in alliance with Rome. The fenate 
immediately decreed, that the confuls fliould take the 
field, and march to the affiftance of thofe faithful allies. 
The tribunes did not fail to embrace this opportunity to 
raife new difturbances about the agrarian law, protefting, 
that they would not fuffer the plebeians to take arms till 
the raw was paffed. But they were not feconded by the 
people, who, remembering the affiftance they had re- 
ceived from Tufculum againft Herdonius, readily gave m 
their names ; fo that two armies were immediately raifed. 
Sicinius Dentatus was one of the firft who joined the 
confuls, at the bead of eight hundred veterans, who had 
all ferved the time prescribed by law, but were wHling to 
make one campaign more under the command of fo famous 
The confuls a leader. The confuls marched out of Rome in great 
marfh ft a tc ; but the JEqui, on the news of their approach, re- 
m^atnfl \ircd to their own frontiers, and encamped on a fteep rock. 
1 m The Romans pitched their camp not far from the enemy, 

and kept clofe within it, to conceal their ftrength, that the 
enemy might be tempted to offer them battle. Accordingly 
the .flEqui, imagining the number of the Romans to be very 
fmalJ, descended into the plain, and there challenged th# 
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Romans to an engagement. The conful Romilius, who 
commanded in chief, feeing the enemy thus confirmed in 
their falfe confidence, fefolved to give them battle in the 
plain, and, at the fame time, to attack their camp on the 
hill. With this view he fent for Sicinius, and, either 
out of efteem for fo valiant a commander, or, what is 
more probable, with a defign to expofe him and his vete- < 

rans, who were all plebeians, to the moil imminent dan- 
ger, gave him the charge of attacking the enemy's camp. 

Sicinius, apprifed of the danger of fo defperate an Tht gal- 
attempt, fpoke to this effect : u I never yet declined any lant btha- 
dangerous enterprize out of fear ; but give me leave to ™f ft f r .°f 
reprefent to you, that the execution of what you com- j^te/jL 
mand, is not fo eafy as you feem to imagine. Hie rock 
is very fteep on all fides, and not acceffible but by a nar- 
row way, which a handful of men may defend againft 
a whole army. If you infift, therefore, on our making 
this attack, reinforce my detachment, and put us in a 
condition to (hew our bravery, without di(honouring our- 
fclves by a rafli attempt." At thefe words the conful told 
him in great anger, that his bufinefs was to obey, and 
not to a£t the general ; and then added, with a fcornful 
fmile, (C This then is the brave man who has fignalized 
himfelf in a hundred and twenty battles, who has been 
forty years in the fervice, and whofe whole body is co- 
vered over with wounds ! He recoils at the fight of dan- 
ger, and has no courage but in words. Go, Sicinius, go 
to the comitia, and fight the patricians with your tongue. 
What you refufe to undertake others will put in execu- 
tion.*' The brave plebeian, enraged at {he general's re- • 
proaches, told him boldly, that he found he was refolv- 
ed either to deftroy an old foldier, or bring him to dis- 
grace ; that he had been always ready to facrifice his life 
for his honour, and therefore would march up to the 
enemy's camp, and either gain it, or fall in the attempt, 
with all the veterans under his command. Then turning 
to them, i( My dear fellow-foldiers (faid he), let us go 
whitherfoever honour and the command of our general 
call us. You will bear me witnefs after my death, that I 
was deftroyed only for having defended with zeal the 
public liberty." His veterans took their leave of the reft 
of the foldiers, who looked upon them as men fent to 

daughter. 

k But Sicinius, who perfectly underftood the art of war, 
inftead of following the narrow path.which the conful had 
pointed out to him, led his men round, and, at length, 

entered 
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entered a great wood that extended along the hills quite 
to the enemy's camp. There he met with a peafant, 
who concluded him to an eminence which overlooked 
the enemy's quarters. From thence he viewed the two 
armies, which were already engaged ; and, at the fame 
time, obferved, that the foldiers, who were left to guard 
the enemy's camp, were all gone to that fide which was 
next the plain, to view the battle. At this jun&ure Si- 
cinius, with his veterans, entering the entrenchments 
without oppofition, ordered his men to give a loud {hoot, 
and, at the fame time, falling upon the iEqui, whofe 
eyes were turned another way, (truck them with fuch ter- 
ror, that they abandoned the camp, and fled in theutmoft 
confufion to the main body of their army. Sicinius pur- 
fued them clofe, made great flaughter of them by the way, 
and then, falling upon the rear of the main body, which 
was engaged with the Romans, quickly put an end to the 
conflift. The ££qui fled, and the confuls following them* 
killed above feven thoufand in the purfuit. Sicinius, as 
foon as it was dark, retired with his veterans to the camp 
he had taken from the enemy. There, having put to the 
fword ail the prifoners, killed the horfes, and let fire to 
the tents, arms, and baggage, he marched, with all poffi- 
ble expedition, to Rome, with bis victorious cohort, and 
gave an account to the tribunes of what had pafied, beg- 
ging that the honours of a triumph might not be allowed to 
generals who had abufed their authority for the deftruo* 
tion of their fellow-citizens. The people, full of indig- 
nation, promifed that they would never confent that the 
confuls mould have a triumph ; and, accordingly, when 
the generals returned from the campaign, the multitude 
refufed to let them enter the city with the ufual pomp on 
fuch occafions. The fenate, fearing fome new commo- 
tions, did not think proper to efpoufe the caufe of the 
confuls; fo that they returned without honour, and 
loaded with odium. 

The two confuls had no fooner refigned the fafces to 
their fucceflbrs, Sp. Tarpeius and A. Aterius, than they 
were cited before the affembly of the people. Sicinius, 
whom the people had raifed to the tribunefhip, took upon 
him the management of the pro fee u tion again ft his enemy 
Romilius, whilft Allienus, one of the aediles, accufed 
Veturius. On the day appointed for their trial they both- 
appeared, depending on the patricians, who had promifed 
they would not fuffer the fuffrages of the people to be ga- 
thered. But Sicinius took fuch methods to prevent dif- 

turbances, 
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turbances, that they were both fegularly tried for having rke laft 
offered violence to the tribunes, and difturbed them in y tar's con* 
the execution of their office ; alfo for abufing their W**,™* 
authority in the army, in order to deftroy Sicinius and piJ j£f* 
the eight hundred veterans of his cohort. The people fi H \t % 
fined them both, Romilius in ten thoufand afes, and Ve- 
turius in fifteen thoufand r . 

The tribunes, finding they could not bring the confuls Thg tri- 
to hear of the agrarian Taw, returned to the purfuit of the bunes r *- 
Terentian. The fenate, to end the continual contefts f um \ t f l€ 
between them and the people, which they forefaw would, ^^ T/r«- 
at length make Rome become a prey to her enemies, be- tianla<w% 
gan to hearken to the propofal of the tribunes; and de- 
clared, that they would not oppofe the drawing up a body 
of laws which fhould be a guide to the magiftrates, pro- 
vided all the legiflators were chofen out of the nobility. 
On the other hand, the tribunes .infilled on having them 
chofen partly out of the nobility and partly out of the ple- 
beians. - On this occafion Romilius, to the great furprize Art fecund* 
of both parties, declared, with great warmth, for the *d h *M 
eftablifhrnent of fixed laws ; and, at the fame time pro- £ te '!#"'» 
pofed fending deputies to Athens, to transcribe the laws mt M ° 
of Solon, and of the other lawgivers of Greece, in order 
to compile from them a body of Roman laws, which fhould 
be the rule for magiftrates in all the parts of their admi- 
niftration. The opinion of Romilius was followed by the 
two confuls, and a great majority of the fenators. But . 
before the decree paffed, the tribune Sicinius beftowed 
great encomiums on Romilius, protefting, that, for the 
future, he fliould ever be his friend. He went farther % 
and, as Romilius had not yet paid the fine, the tribune 
declared, that he remitted it in the name of the people. 
But as fines, according to the cuftoms of thofe days, were 
always applied to religious ufes, Romilius rejeded this 
favour, protefting, that he would not defraud the gods of 
the money which belonged to them. A decree, conform- Th* bw ** 
able to Romilius's propofal being paffed by the fenate, and kngtk 
confirmed by the people, Sp. Pofthumius, S. Sulpicius, t[fret dt- 
and A. ManliuS, were appointed to repair to Greece, and p u ties fent 
there colled the beft laws and inftitutions of the Greek into Grttct 
cities, efpecially of Athens. The quaeftors ordered fome t0 e °fo8 
gallies to be fitted out, and magnificently adorned, to give \ he *$. 
the Greeks an advantageous opinion of the Roman re- * >" 

public, with which they were yet entirely unacquainted.. 

* Liv.lib. iii.cap. 31. 
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On board o£ thcfe gallies the deputies embarked, leaving 
Rome in the enjoyment of profound peace, which lafted 
all this year and the following, when P. Curiatitts and 
Sextus Quintilius were confuls * ; but almoft all Italy was 
A tfaput affli&ed with a plague, which fwept away [great numbers 
mt Rome. o£ citizens at Rome. Next year P. Seftiua and T. Mene- 
nius, being confuls, the plague ceafed, and the deputies 
returned from Greece, Upon their return, the people 
. prefled the nomination of the ten commiflioners, or de- 
cemvirs, for the great work of drawing up a body of laws* 
But the confuls Seftius and Menenius, being averfe to the 
whole defign, deferred the elcftion under various pre- 
tences. At firft they alleged, in excufe of their delay, 
that their fucceffors, in whofe confulate this great affair 
was to be fettled, ought to be previoufly elected. This 
pretence haftened the ele&ion of the new confuls, when 
Appius Claudius, and T. Genucius were chofen before 
the ujual time. Appius was the fon of that Appius who 
bad killed himfeif, and grandfon of the firft Appius. All 
the patricians gave him their fuffrages, hoping he would 
rival his anceftors in zeal for the power of the fenate. 
Thetri- After this ele&ion of magiftrates, the tribunes applied 

bums apply themfelves anew to the prefent confuls for the nomination 
to the con- f t he decemvirs. But Menenius, pretending to be ill, 
wmwatLn ^P* at nome > an< * Sfcftius declared, that he would not 
of the de- aft in fo important an affair without his colleague. Then 
cemvirs, the tribunes had recourfe to the confuls cleft. It now 
.evidently appeared, that the Roman conftancy, and zeal 
of the moft rigid patricians for the interefts of their body, 
*fk conful was 11Dtn * n g mow than a refined ambition ; for Appius 
Appius Claudius, who had hitherto valued himfeif on his im- 
Claudius moveable attachment to the party of the nobiKty, and 
joins tho feemed to have derived it with his blood from his ancef- 
tnbunes. tors> cnari g e d n j 8 principles all at once, and joined the 
tribunes, in order to get the decemvirs appointed. His 
colleague Genucius followed his example, but with more 
moderation. Appius publicly undertook the defence of 
the popular faftion ; and, at the inftigation of the tri- 
bunes, made an harangue in their favour, in a general af- 
fembly of the people. He" there publicly declared, that 
the nomination of the decemvirs ought to be deferred no 
longer ; and added, that if the ele&ion of himfeif and his 
colleague to the confulate were thought to be any hind- 
rance to it, they were both ready to relinquifh their pre- 

« Lit. lib. iiu cap* 32. 
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tettfions to .that dignity* Appius bad in this conduct bis 
private views 5 he expected, that, by the favour of the 
tribunes, he (hould be placed at the head of the decem- 
virs, and have in that quality a more abfolute authority 
than if lie had continued conful. 

The next ftep was, to bring the affair before the fenate. 
Menenius ftill pretended ficknefs ; but Seftius was pre- 
vailed upon, by Appiu* and Genucius, to anemble the 
confeript fathers,. and propofe the nomination of thofe 
new magiftrates, which did not pafs without fome oppo- 
fition. The patricians did not find their account in eftab- 
Itfhing thofe laws, the authority of the confuls being much 
greater, while they continued to determine caufes in an 
arbitrary maimer* Many therefore among the fenators 
were for adhering to the ancient cuftoms : but Appius, 
who had a ftrong party in the affembly, maintained that 
it was highly reafonable, that laws (hould be eftabliihed 
equally binding on all citizens, and equally favourable to 
all ; adding, that fuch an eftablifliment would end the 
dbmeftic feuds, which had fo long divided Rome, in fome 
meafure, into two cities. The opinion of Appius pre- 
vailed 5 and it was refolved, that ten men, venerable for 
their age and wifdom, {hould be chofen to compile a 
body of laws out of thofe that had been brought from 
Greece. It was likewife decreed, that thefe commif- 
Soners Ihould, for one whole year, be inverted with the 
fovereign power ; that the authority of confuls, tribunes, 
sediles, and quseftors fliould ceafe ; that there {hould be 
no appeal from the decemvirs ; and laftly, that, during 
their adminiftration, they {hould be the fole judges of 
peace and war, and of all matters of juftice. This is the 
firft inftance of fufpending the tribunefliip, which, as the 
tribunes were not properly magiftrates, had hitherto been 
always preferved even under the dictators. 

When tjie ten commiffioners came to be chofen, a new 
difficulty arofe. The tribunes demanded, that fome ple- 
beians {hould be admitted ; but the fenate oppofing with 
great unanimity this pretenfion, the tribunes yielded, to 
prevent the nomination of the decemvirs from being drop- 
ped entirely ; upon condition, that no alteration {hould 
be made by the decemvirs in two laws favourable to the 
people, namely, the Icilian, which gave the people ground 
on the Aventine to build upon, and that of the Mons Sa- 
cer, by which the tribunes were appointed to defend and 
protect the people againft the oppreffions of the patricians. 
Thefe two articles being agreed upon, a folemn aflembly 

was 
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was held of the whole Roman people, convened by cen- 
turies ; and the aufpices being taken, they proceeded to 
the election of the decemvirs. Appius Claudius, and his 
colleague T. Genucius, were the firft named* To them 
were added Seftius the conful, who had laid this matter 
before the fenate againft his colleague's will ; Sp. Pofthu- 
mius, S. Sulpicius and A* Manlius, who had brought the 
laws fromGretce ; T. Romilius, the firft who propofed 
that deputation ; C Julius, T. Veturius, and P. Horatius, 
all confulars, and men of great diftin&ion. 
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SECT. m. 

From the Creation of Decemvirs, to the Burning of the 
City by the Gauls. 

HP HE chufing of decemvirs was almoft as remarkable a 
* revolution in the government of Rome, as that from 
kings to confuls. . Nothing could be more moderate than 
the beginning of this joint reign of the decemvirs. They 
agreed, that only one at a time fhould have the fafces 
and the other confular ornaments, affemble the fenate, 
and confirm decrees. To this honour they were to fuc- 
ceed by turns, each enjoying it one whole day, and then 
refigning it to another. The reft, who were not a&ually 
exercifing their authority, afie&ed no diftin&ion but that 
of guards, their habits differing very little from thofe of 
the other fenators. . They repaired every morning, each 
in his turn, to their tribunal in the forum ; and there dis- 
tributed juftice with fo much impartiality, that the people, 
charmed with their conduct, feemed to have forgot their 
tribunes. Appius was the molt popular. He, who had 
been formerly a fevere and inflexible magiftrate, was now 
all affability and complaifance. He knew moft of the ci- 
tizens bytheir names, received them with refpeS:, and fa- 
luted them with great marks of afleftion ; infomuch that, 
from being the deteftation he became the idol of the 
people, and was looked upon as a fecond Poplicola. Be- 
fore the end of the year, each of the decemvirs prefented 
to the people that part of the laws which he had com- 
piled l . 

They were affifted in the interpretation of the Greek 
tranferipts by one Hermodorus, banilhed from Ephefus, 

. t Dion. Halicarn, lib. x. p. 680—684. Liv. lib. iii cap. 31—34. 
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his native city* and then accidentally at Rome* When Vfoietm- 
the work was completed, the decemvirs afiembled the €vtr$ P r0m 
people, and harangued them to this effe& : " May the %££ */** 
gods grant, that what- we now prefent to you, Romans, law* 
may be equally agreeable and advantageous to the re- 
public, to you, and your remoteft pofterity ! Read the 
laws we have drawn up. We have ufeyi all the care and 
attention poffible ; but, after all, a whole nation muft fee 
farther than any ten perfons : examine our laws therefore 
in priyate, make them the fubjeft of your cohverfation ; 
confer upon them, and confider what ought to be taken 
from them, and what may be added. Nothing that we 
have drawn up (hall have the force of a law, till it is re- 
ceived with univerfal confent. Be you, Romans, rather 
the authors than barely the approvers, of laws which 
are to eftablifh order and regularity, and to be the founda- 
tion of the happinefs both of the fenate and people." An 
addrefs fo modeft and candid was heard with great ap- 
plaufe. Immediately the laws were cut in ten tables of 
oak, fixed up in the forum, and all who came to ftart any 
difficulties about them, well received, and readily heard. 
When all neceflary correftions and amendments had been 
made, the ten tables were carried before the fenate, where 
they met with no oppofition ; fo that a decree was pafled which or* 
for convening the centuries for their ratification. This approved 
aflembly was foon after held, and the aufpices being fo- hy '/" ce ? m 
lemniy taken, the laws were firft confirmed by the unani- Jt^ltaT 
mous voice of the whole Roman people, and then tran- 
fcribed on pillars of brafs, and ranged in order in the fo- 
rum, as the foundation of all judicial determinations, with 
regard to public and private affairs u . 

As many eminent men in the. republic were of opinion, XfaJecem* 
that feveral regulations, which would fill two other tables, w*lgp- 
vrere neceflary to be added to the ten already eftablifhed, JJJJJJJ 
the continuation of the decemviral government for one f or 9n€ 
year more was propofed in a general aflembly of the year. 
people, and approved of by the fenate and people with 
. equal readinefs, but for different reafons. The fenators 
were glad to be uncontroled by the tribunes, and the 
people extremely defirous to poftpone the reftoration of 
the confular dignity. Never was any ^office fo much folin 
cited by the graveft and wifeft fenators, as the decemvirate 
at this time. Thofe patricians who were formerly the de- 

v Diop. Hal. Liv. ibid. Cic. Tufc v. 105. Strabo, lib. xiv. 
p. 642. plin. ibid. cap. 5. 
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clar cd enemies of the people, and who (corned to canvafs 
for public offices, .were now wholly taken up in flattering 
and courting the meaneft of the citizens. Appius, though 
a decemvir, forgetting his dignity, debafed himfelf more 
than any of the candidates. He was perpetually feen in 
public places, with thofe who had been formerly tribunes, 
and whom he knew to be agreeable to the people. By 
their means he recommended himfelf to the multitude, as 
the author of the happinefs they enjoyed under the mild 
government of the decemvirs. But Appius himfelf, 
when afked by the patricians, whether he de fired to be 
continued in his office for the next year, affefted to diC- 
like it, and was continually talking of the uneafinefs that 
attends public employments. His colleagues faw into his 
deligns, and wifely formed theirjudgement of him by his 
a£tions, and not his words. They obferved, that he 
availed himfelf of his popularity in order to leflen the moft 
venerable fenators in the efteem of the people ; that he 
excluded all men of known merit from (landing at the ap- 
proaching elefiion, by artfully defaming them among the 
multitude ; and that, contrary to the pride of the Clau- 
dian family, he affe&ed great affability and moderation. 
All thefe particulars in his condudt gave great uneafinefs 
to his competitors, and rendered him fufpicious to his 
colleagues. Thefe latter therefore formed a defign to dif- 
appoint him. When the time of the comitia for the crea- 
tion of the new decemvirs, drew near, they appointed 
Appius to prefide in them j for the prefident in thefe af- 
femblies propofed to the people the perfons who ftood for 
the office in queftion ; and it had never yet been known, 
that any one had nominated himfelf. 

But Appius, contrary to all the rules of decency, pro- 
pofed himfelf for the firft decemvir ; and the people 
readily gave him their fuffrages: The other perfons he 
named were all men at his devotion, and fuch as he fa- 
voured. The firft of the number was Q^ FabiuS Vibu- 
lanus, who had been three times conful, a patrician in- 
deed of a chara&er hitherto unblameable. After him 
were chofen five other patricians ; namely, M. Cornelius, 
M. Sergius, L. Minutius, T. Antonius, and M. Rabu- 
leius, all men little efteemed in their own body, but in 
great favour with Appius. But what moft furprifed the 
fenate was, that Appius, out of complaifance to the peo- 
ple, propofed three plebeians for the decemviral dignity; 
namely, Q^ Petilius, Caefo Duilius, and Sp. Oppius.. 
Thefe, though excluded by their birth, and by a late 
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Agreement between the patricians and plebeians from this 
fupreme magistracy, were, by a plurality of voices, added 
to the number of the decemvirs. Several men of known 
probity and moderation had offered themfelves for can-* 
didates, only to exclude thofe whofe behaviour gave 
caufe to fufpeft them of fome ill defigns. But thefe Ap- 
pius, who prefided at the election, did not fo much as 
name, left the people, who were well acquainted with 
their merit, mould prefer them to his creatures w . 

Claudius, feeing himfelf once more at the head of the 
decemvirs, threw off the . rhaflc, and turned his thoughts 
wholly on making his domination perpetual. As he go- 
verned his colleagues with abfolute fway before they be- 
gan to exercife their office, he infpired thenv with his own 
fentiments. They had private meetings every day to de- 
liberate on the proper means of perpetuating themfelves 
in that dignity. Above all things, they thought it necef- 
fary, and agreed to eftablifli a good undcrftanding with 
one another. Appius, at their head, directed all their 
proceedings. From that time they appeared referred and ■ 

myfterious, fuffered few perfons to come near them, and 
had no intercourfe but with thofe of their own body. 
This clofe union and confederacy of ambitious men made 
the fenate apprehenfive, that the decemvirs for the enfu- 
ing year would behave themfelves very differently from 
their predeceffors. When the ides of May came, and the 
new decemvirs made their firft appearance, the Romans 
were greatly furprifed to fee each appear in the forum 
early in the morning, with twelve liftors bearing axes 
among their fafces, like thofe that were anciently carried 
before the kings, and afterwards before the dictator : fo 
that the forum was filled with a hundred and twenty lie- 
tors. This was a dreadful fight to Rome, the people prog- 
nofticating from thence, that this would be a year of ty- 
ranny and injuftice. And they were foon made fenfible, 
that their fears were not groundlefs. The decemvirs be- and reign 
gan to feign imperioufly, and with a defpotic power, imperkujly. 
They were always furrounded, not only by the numerous 
train of their lienors, but alfo by a crowd of.defperate 
men, loaded with debts, and guilty of the blackeft crimes. 
Many young patricians, preferring licentioufnefs to liberty, 
made their court to them in the molt abjeft manner, in 
order to fcreen themfelves from juftice, and efcape, by 
their favour, the puniftiment due to their crimes. No 
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man's life or property was any longer fafe. The young 
patricians, fupporters of the ten tyrants, were not afham- 
. ed, upon the mod frivolous pretences, to take poffeflion 
of their neighbours eftates 5 and when application was 
made to the decemvirs for redrefs, the complainants were 
treated with contempt, and their complaints rejected. An 
inconfiderate word, or an expreffion of concern at the re- 
'membrance of their ancient liberty, was a capital crime* 
Some of the chief citizens were fcourged, for complain- 
ing of the prefent ad minift ration 5 others were banifhed, 
and fome even put to death, and their goods confifcated. 
The new tyrants vented their fury chiefly upon the peo- 
ple, treating them more like flaves than Roman citizens. 
v As for the patricians, moft of them, dreading the tyranny 

of the decemvirs, gave way to the ftorm, and retired into 
the country for the remaining part of the year. • They 
hoped that the tempeft would ceaie with the annual power 
of the decemvirs x . 

At length the ides of May, the. time fixed for holding 
the comitia, in order to elect new magiftrates, drew near ; 
but the decemvirs, inftead of affembling the people, pro- 
Two ve*» pofed two new tables of laws, the firft relating to religion, 
/*Mj*/ an( j the worfhipof the gods* the fecond to marriages, and 
to th*un* t ^ ie "S^t °^ hufbands. Thefe made up the number of 
the Twelve Tables, which the Romans preferved ever after 
as a facred depofitum. Notwithftanding the hatred the 
public bore to the decemvirs, they found little to object 
to their laws ; the laft only, forbidding patricians and ple- 
beians to intermarry, feemed an artful invention to keep 
the two parties always divided, that they might reign with 
more fecurity. In the mean time the ides of May paffed, 
without a comitia for the election of new magiftrates. 
The tyrants then {hewed themfelves openly, and, in op- 
pofition to the fenate and people, retained their power 
The tyran* without any other title than poffeflion and violence. All 
nicaigo- who gave them umbrage were profcribed ; and many 
yr^Vf^ worthy citizens, retiring from their country, took refuge 
amviru amon g trj e Latins and Hernici. The people, groaning 
under fo cruel a tyranny, applied to the fenate as their 
only refuge. But the fenators, inftead of comforting tbem» 
took pleafure in feeing them oppreffed, and bearing a 
great (hare in the misfortunes they had occafioned. When 
any plebeian complained to them, they malicioufly refer- 
red him to Claudius, that idol, whom they had fet up, 

* Liv. lib. iiw cap. 38. 
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and preferred to fo many illuftrious defenders of their 
country. C. Claudius, concerned to fee his nephew be- 
come the tyrant of his country, went fevefal times to his 
houfe, with an intention to reprove him, and remind him 
of the glorious examples left him by his anceftors. But 
Appius, gueffing his errand, conftantly eluded him, by 
giving orders to his domeftics, that none (hould be ad- 
mitted but the fupporters and partners of his tyranny r. 

In the mean time, the Sabines and iEqui, hearing of The Roman 
the weak condition of the republic, and difdaining to live territories 
fubjea to a city which had loft her own liberty, invaded j™^^ 
the Roman territory, and advanced within a few miles of and the""* 
Rome. This unexpe&ed invafion alarmted the decemvirs. JEquL 
It was neceffary to make head againft the enemy ; but the 
difficulty was, how to raife an army, when the people 
-were diffatisfied with their governors. In this perplexity They eon- 
they refolved to aflemble the fenate, and endeavour to *H***h* 
prevail with the confcript fathers to interpofe their autho- -^7?*-* t9 
rity, and make a decree for legal levies. The people were ^*/*/*r 
forprifed to hear a proclamation made in the forum for the levying 
the fenators to ineet. " We are indebted (faid they), to of troops. 
our enemies for the appearance of this fingle fpark of our 
ancient liberty/' But when the decemvirs repaired to the 
fenate, they found none but their own creajtures there. 
The others had retired to their country-feats ; and thither 
the decemvirs fent meffengers, fummoning then) to appear 
on a day appointed. Moft of them obeyed the fummons, 
and returned to Rome, but with views very different from 
thofe of the ufurpers. 

Appius, in a ftudied harangue, reprefented the danger 
which threatened the republic frpm the Sabines and the 
iEqui, and defired a decree for levies without delay. He 
had fcarce finifhed hit fpeech, when L. Valerius Potitus 
rofe up to fpeak, without waiting till it came to his turn. 
He was the grandfon of the famous Valerius Poplicola, 
and fon of that Valerius' who was flain at the head of the 
Romans, fighting againft Herdonius the Sabine. Appius, 
apprehending he was going to propofe fomething contrary 
to the intereft of the decemvirs, fternly commanded him 
to fit down, till fenators, older than himfelf, and more 
confiderable in the republic, had declared their opinions. 
But the brave Valerius, defpifing his command, complain- &• ^aUrtus 
cd of his pride and infolence, in prefuming to impofe W°f iS *!* 
fjlence upon a fenator, contending for the liberty of the * 

y Dion, Hal. lib. xi. p. 684—725. Liv* lib. iii, cap. 38, 4** 
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commonwealth : he laid open the confpiracy they had all 
formed agaihft the republic ; and called upon Fabiiis, one 
of the decemvirs, as a man of juftice and probity, to un— 
' dertake the defence of his opprefled country, telling him* 
, that on him chiefly the fenate turned its eyes. Fabius, 
overwhelmed with (hame and corifuGon, made no anfwer. 
But Appius, and the other decemvirs, ftarting up from 
their feats in a great rage, furrounded Valerius, and ob- 
liged him to be filent. Such an extraordinary infult raifed 
a tumult in the afiembly, moil of the fenators being pro- 
voked at the haughty behaviour of the decemvirs, but nonp 
move than M. Horatius Barbatus, the grandfon of that 
Horatius who had been conful with Poplicola. 
and is fe> As he was an intimate friend of Valerius, and animat- 
cQnded by ed with the fame zeal for liberty, he could no longer bear 
M.-ihra- t ^ e infolence of Appius, and his colleagues ; but Sanding 
ttus Bar- U p^ ca ]i e j t h em t he Tarquins, and tyrants of their coun- 
aU * try. u What hinders us (faid he), from immediately 

executing the fame vengeance on the new Tarqums, 
which our anceftors took on the former tyrants ? To re- 
ftore liberty to Rome, is an hereditary honour in the fa- 
milies of the Valerii and Horatii. It is not the name of 
a king that makes a tyrant." He was proceeding in this 
ftrain, when the decemvirs, furrounding him, drowned 
his voice with their clamours, threatening to have him 
thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rock, if he did not 
inftantly hold his peace. But when they perceived, that 
the fenate in general expreffed uncommon refentment at 
their tyrannical proceedings, they repented o* having im» 
pofed filence upon thofe who were inclined to fpeak. 
Appius, when the tumult was appeafed, declared to the 
affembly, that it was not the intention of the decemvirs 
to prevent, by any violence, the tfonfeript fathers from 
delivering their opinions ; but that it was neceflary to con- 
form to the ordinary method, which was, that every one 
(hould fpeak in his turn, and confine himfelf to the fub- 
je& propofed. He added, that whatever Horatius might 
imagine, the commiffion of the decemvirs was limited to 
no period but that of the eftablifhment of the laws ; that 
they would not lay down their office till the twelve tables 
were fettled in due form ; and that then they would give 
an account of their adminiftration. u But till that be done, 
(continued he), we will fteadily maintain and execute the 
offices of confuls'and tribunes, which are united in us. 
Then turning to his uncle, C. Claudius, he defired him 
to fpeak with freedom concerning the levies. But he* 

without 
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^without confining himfelf to that fubje&, in a long ha- c - Ciaudnt 
rangue, imputed all the misfortunes of the ftate to the r ^ rQtve f 
vfurpation and tyranny of the decemvirs ; exhorted the Jllj£ ew 
Senators to infift on their being depofed $ and, in a very nvuh great 
pathetic (train, urged his nephew to abdicate an authority freedom. 
which was become intolerable to a free people. Appius 
difdained to give his uncle any anfwer* but M. Cornelius 
fpoke for him ; and applying himfelf dirc&ly to C. Clau- 
dius, ** We do not want your advice (faid he), to direft 
our conduft : if you would give particular counfels to 
your nephew, go to his houfe : the only affair in queftion 
here is the war with the Sabines and JEqm : tell us, in 
plain terms, your opinion concerning the levies." 

Claudius rofe a fecond time ; and, turning to the fenate, 
w Since mv nephew (faid he), will not condefcend to fpeak 
to me, either in his own houfe, or in full fenate, and I am 
fo unhappy as to fee the tyrant of my country arife out of 
my own family, I declare, confcript fathers, that I am re- „ . 
folved to retire to Regillus. I banifh myfelf from Rome, f rom r™^ 
and make an oath never to enter it again, unlefs our li- 
berty be reftored. However, to fulfil the obligation I lie 
under, of giving my opinion with relation to the prefent 
bufinefs, I am for coming to no determination concerning 
the levies, till confuls are chofen to lead them." His opinion 
was followed by Quin&ius Cincinnatus, Quinftius Capita* The tnoft 
Jinus, and L. Lucretius, all confular perforis, and by the ******tfi* 
chief men in the fenate. L. Cornelius, in an harangue *fJ ors *** 
which he had concerted beforehand, with his brother M. gainfiam 
Cornelius, one of the decemvirs, imputed the enmity of levies of 
$he old fenators againfl: the decemvirate to envy, and pri- troops titt 
vate refentment, for having been themfelves difappointed ^/?*^" 
in their endeavours to obtain that office. He urged the f Q } £ j. rg ~ 
danger of lofing time in difputes about new magiftrates, 
when the enemy was almoft at the gates of Rome ; and 
reprefented, that it was impoffible to come to a new elec- 
tion in lefs than twenty-feven days, during which, the 
city might be befieged, and reduced to the utmoft extre- 
mity. His fpeech was highly applauded by the creatures 
of the decemvirs ; and even fome of the oldeft (enators 
were for granting levies, hoping, that, when the war was 
finiihed, the abdication of the decemvirs would quietly 
follow of courfe, and the government revolve into the 
hands of the confuls. Appius, feeing with pleafure^ that 
the majority were for granting him, and his colleagues, a hut . ^ g ^ m 
power to raife levies, afked, for form's fake, the opinion JjJ"j» f f 
of Valerius, on whom he had impofed filence in the be- carried by 
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gmntng of the affembly. Valerius, -riling up, propofed 
the creating of a dictator, an expedient which had been 
fo fuccefsfully pra&ifed on many occafions. All the fe* 
nators, who had fpoke after Valerius, declared for this 
motion, as did alfo many of thofe who had before voted 
for the continuation of the decemvirate ; and a. warm dis- 
pute, arofe, with much clamour and tumult. Appius* 
taking advantage pf the diforder, ftept forth into the 
mid ft of the affembly, and exclaimed aloud, that the 
fuffrages had been gathered, and that the opinion of Cor- 
nelius had prevailed. He then ordered the decree of the 
fenate, which he had brought with him ready drawn up* 
and which empowered the decemvirs to raife troops, to 
be ready in the affembly ; and, immediately difmiffing 
the fenators, withdrew*. 

The authority of the decemvirs being now more formi* 
dable than ever, the mod timorous among the citizens 
became as fubmiffive and complying as the tyrants could 
wi£h ; others fought an afylum in the country, or among 
the neighbouring nations. Appius, enraged to fee the 
beft men in the republic abandon the city, placed guards 
at all the gates to prevent their efcape* But finding 
that this precaution only increafed the number of the 
malcontents, and fearing a general revolt, he removed the 
guard, and left, every one free to retire : but, to be re* 
venged on thofe who withdrew, he confiscated their ef- 
fects* or be (lowed them on his ruffians and partifans. As 
for Valerius and Horatius, they (laid at Rome ; and, hav- 
ing affembled in their houfes a great number of their 
clients and friends, to fecure them againft the violence of 
the decemvirs, held private affemblies to concert meafures 
for reftoring liberty to the commonwealth. 

In the mean time the decemvirs raifed ten legions, the 
people, deftitute of their tribunes, being forced to lift 
themfelves. Q^Fabius, with two other decemvirs, Q^ 
Petilius, and M. Rabuleius, marchecf againft the Sabines, 
at the head of three legions. M. Cornelius, L. Minutius, 
M. Sergius, -T. Antonius, and C. Duilius, all decemvirs, 
led five legions againft the /Equi. Appius and Oppius. 
remained with two legions in the city, to keep in awe ' 
the domeftic enemy, more formidable to thefe magiftrates 
than the Sabines and v£qui. The people, of whom the 
legions were compofed, regretting the lofs of their li- 
berty, would not conquer ; but fuffered the enemy to gain 
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fgreat advantages over them/ and, at laft, feigning a fudden 7ht Romam 
fright, difperfed in the night, and returned into the Ro- fildHrsfmj* 
man territory. Appius did not fail to fend recruits and & ih f 
provifions to his .colleagues, exhorting them to keep the gj^l^e^ 
fbldiers in awe by the terror of punifhments, or, in cafe ad<uan- 
that ieverity might be dangerous, to deftroy, by private taghw* 
means, the moil mutinous \ and he himfelt fet them an ***** 
example *. 

The famous Sicinius Dentatus being returned from the Sicinimt 
camp, filled the city with his complaints againfl the de- j*'*'* tur , 
eemvirs, exaggerating the faults they had committed in ■J w - r £ e co *£? 
the management of the war. Appius fent for him, dif- plaints 
eourfed with him feveral times, and, defiring him to agaiajl tfo 
fpeak with freedom, examined him concerning the con- <*********• 
du& of the decemvirs. Sicinius, without referve, blamed 
the proceedings of Fabius and the other generals. Ap- 
pius,. pretending to admire his wifdom, prevailed upon 
him to affift Fabius with his advice ; and, to deceive him 
the more effedhially, he dignified him with the charafter 
of envoy or legate, which not only gave him the authority 
of a general, but made his perfon facred and inviolable. 
As true valour is a ft ranger to jealoufy and diftruft, the 
brave Sicinius embraced the opportunity of ferving bis 
country, and repaired to the camp with all fpeed ; where 
the decemvirs, inftru&ed by Appius, received him with 
outwards marks of great joy 5 and confulted him, foon 
after his arrival, on the operations of the campaign. Si- 
cinius advifed them to remove their camp into the enemy's 
country, for many reafons, which he explained. Fabius 
accordingly commiffioned him to view the fituation of the 
country, and mark out the ground for a new encampment* 
He appointed him a hundred chofen men, light-arn\ed, to 
be his guard ; but this guard confifted only of ruffians, 
who had fecret orders to difpatch him. Sicinius, not 
fufpe£ting the leaft treachery, led them into the narrow 
pafles between the mountains ; and there they took the 
opportunity of falling upon him when he could not make 
hisefcape. The brave veteran, perceiving their defign, 
drew his fword, and fet his back againfl a rock, that he 
might not be attacked behind ; then, fummoning all his 
valour, he laid fifteen of the afiailants- dead at his feet, 
and wounded above thirty more. The bafe afiaffins, now 
no longer daring to clpfe with him, flood at a diftance, 
and difcharged. -their darts at him; which he avoiding 
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with great dexterity, fome of them, climbing op to the 
top of the rock, from thence overwhelmed him with 
ftones. Having thus accomplHhed their infamous aim, 
they went back to the camp, where, they reported, that 
they had been attacked by the enemy, and that Sicinius 
had been killed in the a&ion. 

But when thefoldiers, who marched to bring off the body 
of Sicifciug, came to the place of the pretended battle, 
they obfervSdj. that the flain were all Romans, and that 
they lay unftripped with their faces towards hinu This 
circum fiance made them fufpe£b, that Sicinius had been 
murdered by his guard ; and raifed loud complaints, and 
a general difcontent throughout the camp* The whole 
army, in the grcateft fury, demanded that the aflaffins 
might be brought to juftice ; but the decemvirs facilitated 
their efcape, and caufed the body of Sicinius to be ho-* 
nourably interred, left the foldiers fbould convey it to 
Rome, and there raife new difturbances. The difcon- 
tent which fo odious a treachery produced in the army, 
rofe to fuch a height, that the greater part of the fokiiera 
began to think in earned of throwing off the yoke, and 
reftoring their country to its ancient liberty \ 

Appius, as we have obferved ahoare, remained at home, 
with a body of troops, to keep the city in awe, while his 
colleagues marched againft the Sabines and &qui. As he 
one day repaired to his tribunal, he obferved a young vir-» 
gin of extraordinary beauty ; and was captivated by her 
charms. It was then cuftomary at Rome for young per* 
fbns of both fexes to purfue fuch ftudies as were proper 
for them, in public fchools ere£ted in the forum ; and in 
one of thefe it was that Appius firft fa w. this beautiful 
young woman. As his office obliged him to appear fre- 
quently in the forum, this fevere magiftrate was obferved 
to flop when he paffed by the fchool of the young virgins* 
and view fome obje£l with marks of uncommon pleafure. 
The perfon, who thus drew his attention, was the daugh- 
ter of L. Virginius, famous for his probity and valour. 
Though he was a plebeian, he made a confiderable figure 
in the troops, and had led feveral detachments in the pre- 
fect war with the jEqui, as commander in chief. His 
daughter's name was Virginia. Her mother, Numitoria, 
being dead, her father Virginius, upon his departure for 
the army, committed her to the care of an uncle by her 
pother's fide, who expreffed for her all the affedion of a 
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father. She was marriageable $ and Virginius had pro- 
mifed her to Iciliu3, who had been tribune of the people. 

. In the mean time the decemvir, conceiving a violent pat- 
Con for her, refolved at all adventures that it fhould be 
gratified. He would willingly have married her ; but he 
had a wife already, and, though divorces were allowed 
by law, yet there had never been any inftance of a huf- 
band's exerting this power. Polygamy was ftridly for- 
bidden ; befides, Appius had patted a law, prohibiting all 
marriages between patricians and plebeians ; fo that he 
bad no room to hope the accomplifhment of his wrthes, 
but by debauching the young maid. He therefore endea- He endea* 
voured to corrupt, with large prefents, and great offers, <wurs t j« 
Virginia's nurfe or governefs. But fhe rejefted his offers *"*'*» *° 
vHth the utmoft indignation, and kept a more watchful c ° rr "P**r 
eye over her charge than ever. * 

The amorous tyrant had recourfe to another ftratagem, He <«»- 
the execution of which he entrufted to M. Claudius, one trivesa 
of his clients, an infamous wretch, fit for any villainous ft rala g** 
enterprize. This minifter of the decemvir's paffion, tak- j^^^ 
ing with him a band of profligate fellows, entered the p <wer* 
fchool where Virginia was, and, feizing her by the arm* 
declared that (he was the daughter of one of his flaves, 
and therefore belonged to him. As he was carrying her 
to his houfe, with all the authority which the law gave 
to a matter over his fugitive flave, the people flocked about 
him, and, touched with fo moving a fight, obliged him 
to fet her at liberty. Claudius, finding he could not exe- 
cute his firft defign, cited her to appear before the decem- 
vir j and fhe, by the new laws, was obliged to follow him 
to the tribunal. Appius, being alone upon the bench, 
was juft ready to adjudge her to the claimant, as his law- 
ful flave, when the people cried out with one voice, that 
Virginia's relations ought firft to be heard. Appius dared 
not refufe to fufpend the fentence till fome of the pii* 
foner*s relations appeared. The firft who came was Nu- 
mitorius, the uncle of the young woman* attended by a 
great number of his friends and relations. Upon his 
arrival Claudius renewed his claim, founded on a lye con- 
certed between him and the judge : he pretended, that 
Virginia was born in his houfe of a flave belonging to 
him ; and that her mother had given her to Numitoria, 
the wife of Virginius ; and that Numitoria had impofed 
the child upon her hufband, and made Virginia pais for 
his daughter. He added, that he would foon produce un- 
deniable teftimonks of what he advanced ; that, in the 

mean 
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mean time, it was but juft a Have (hould go with her 

matter ; and that he would give fecurity to produce the 

young woman, when Virginius, her pretended father, 

returned from the wan ^ Numitorius reprefented, that it 

was unjuft to difpute a citizen's right to his child, when 

he was not prefent to aflert it ; adding, that Virginius, 

who was now ferving his country in the camp, would not 

fail to be at Rome in two days -, and that it was reafonable, 

her uncle, who had the care of her perfon, ihould, in the 

mean time, be the guardian of her honour. This demand, 

he faid, was conformable to the laws, which ordained, 

that while the law-fuit was depending, the plaintiff ihould 

not difturb the defendant in his pofleffion. 

Jj>pT*s This law Appius eluded, by artfully obferving, that, in 

trtfulfy the prefent difpute, there were two circumftances which 

«fr^«/*# altered the cafe. " Here {faid he) are two perfons claim- 

* ing •> one as a father, the other as a matter : if the pre* 

tended father were prefent, he, indeed, ought to be 

allowed the pofleffion ; but, he being abfent, the perfon 

who claims her as bis flave ought to be preferred to any 

ether, provided he gives good fecurity to produce her 

again at the return of the perfon who is called her father.' 1 

On this principle he ordered Virginia to be put into the 

hands of Claudius. The iniquity of the judgment incenf- 

ed all who were prefent. The women, who furrounded 

Virginia, made fuch outcries, that they were heard at a - 

great diftance. They furrounded, and feemed refolute to 

defend her. At that inftant Icilius, to whom {he had 

been promifed in marriage, arrived, and, breaking 

through the croud, forced his way to the tribunal. A 

li£tor endeavoured to oppofe his paflage, exclaiming, that 

fcntence was already pafTed. But nothing could flop the 

impetuous lover: he took Virginia in his arms; and, ad- 

Itth*s, to dreffing himfelf to Appius, " No, Appius, (he cried), 

9 .*? n J r j m nothing but death (hall feparate me from Virginia. Add 

fetHprt? mv mur ^ cr t0 tnc m a n y crimes with which thou art 

mi fed in already polluted. Affemble all thy li&ors, and thofe of 

marriagti thy co 1 leagues, , I will defend her honour to my laft 

Jpiriu up breath i Have you deprived us of the prote&ion of our 

thtpeoplt. tr ib unc8> only to fubjeft our wives and our daughters 

%o violation? Proceed to exercife your rage upon our 

eftates and lives ; but fpare the chaftity of our virgins. 

If any attempt be made upon the honour of Virginia, I 

call the gods to witnefs, that it (hall not go unrevenged. 

What will not Virginius be able to do in the army, an<| 

Icilius among the people, when the one is to revenge thq 

cauf? 
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caufe of an injured wife, and the other of a difhonoured 
daughter ?" While he thus gave venr to his indignation* 
the li&ors were ordered to drive him away, and to feize 
Virginia. 

But the people, moved with his misfortune and courage, The officers 
fell upon the officers of the decemvir, difpcrfed them, and of the de- 
obliged Claudius to take refuge under the tribunal. Ap- ****rirdfr 
pius, feeing the people much incenfed againft him, called ^ fr /** 
his client to him, whifpered in his ear, and then, having 
caufed filence to be made, Cf It is not (faid he) the fury 
of the violent Icilius, which makes me comply, but the 
entreaties of Claudius, my client. He is willing to give 
up the right he has to carry home his Have, and to com- 
mit her to the fame hands in which fhe was before. At 
his requeft I will wait for Virginius' return till to-mor- 
row. Let his friends take care to give him notice. If 
Yirginius docs not appear at the time appointed, I would 
have Icilius know, that I fliall not want any affiftance 
from my colleagues to put my decree in execution." 
When he had thus decreed, Claudius defired that Icilius 
might' give bail for producing Virginia the next day ; and 
this was given accordingly, all the people then prefent of- 
fering eagerly to be his fecurity. Icilius and Numitorius Firginius t 
immediately difpatched meflengers to bring Virginius from the father 
the camp. Appius, at the fame time, fent a courier with */^"2*"<*» 
orders to the generals to put him under arreft : but the H^l? 
other meflengers were more expeditious. Virginius, upon ^L[ 
notice of his daughter's danger, had left the army, and 
was fo fortunate as to efcape two parties, which were fent, 
one from the camp, and the other from the city, to fe- 
cure his perfon. He appeared next morning in the fo- n t arrives 
rum, leading his daughter, in deep mourning, attended ' at Rome. 
by a great number of matrons of diftin&ion. He addrefied 
himfelf to his fellow-citizens, and uttered his complaints 
with an air of dignity, which feemed rather to demand 
than implore affiftance. Icilius broke into the throng, 
inveighed loudly againft Appius, and endeavoured to tranf- 
f ufe his own refentment into every breaft : but the filent 
tears of the women, who attended Virginia, affe&cd the 
multitude more than any words that could be uttered. 

Appius was greatly furprifed to hear that Virginius 
was in the forum: Full of rage, he repaired thither, 
and afcended his tribunal, furrounded by a numerous 
crowd of his dependents and creatures. Claudius fpoke 
the firft, renewed his claim, and produced the flaye, 
whom he had fuborned to declare, that (he was the mo- 
ther 
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ther of Virginia, and that fhe had fold her to the wife .of 
Virginius. Several other witnefles appeared to atteft the 
fame fact, all gained with great promifes by Appius, and 
his client Claudius. 

The friends and relations of Virginia urged the little 
probability of Numitoria's impofing a child upon her. 
hufband. He had married her, when (he was very young, 
and was almoft of the fame age with her. Virginia was 
born foon after the marriage. a Where was the necef- 
fity then, (faid they), for Numitoria's pra&ifing fuch a 
fraud as is pretended ? Befides, if Ihe had proved barren, 
and had defigned to introduce a ftranger into her family, 
why fhould ftie have chofen the child of a flave rather than 
of a free woman ? Why a girl, when flie might as eafily 
have had a boy ? Befides, was it probable, that a con- 
trivance, carried on by fo many pe r Cons , ihould continue 
fo long a fecret ? Would not the Have have made her 
court to her mafter, as foon as Numitoria was dead, by 
discovering a fecret to him, which would have put him in 
pofieflion of a young woman well educated, and of extraor- 
dinary beauty ? Why was this myftery kept undifcovered 
till Appius was decemvir, fince the flave, for a long time 
paft, could have no iutereft in concealing it ?" Tp thefe 
preemptions Virginius added undeniable proofs, and 
brought fome of the mod confiderable women in Rome, 
who depofed, fome that they had feen Numitoria when 
{he was big with child ; others, that they had aflifted at 
her labour ; nay, divers individuals declared, that they 
had feen her fuckle young Virginia, which (he could not 
have done, had {he been barren, as Claudius pretended,. 

Appius, obferving that thefe unanfwerable proofs made 
a great impreflion upon the multitude, interrupted the 
evidence; and commanding filence, fignified, that he 
himfelf had fomething to fay. All the people liftened 
with attention, being anxious to know what he could ob- 
ject againft fo many witnefles of unqueftionable credit. 
He then fpoke to this effect : " I mult acquaint you, Vir- 
ginius, and all who are prefent, that this is not the firft 
time I have heard of this affair. Claudius's father re- 
vealed the fecret to me at his death, when he made me 
his fon's guardian. Afterwards I examined into the matter, 
and found it to be true. However, I did not think it be- 
came me to meddle in an affair of this nature ; and there- 
fore left it to my pupil to recover his right, or to agree 
with the parties concerned, when he mould come of age. 
But now that the caufe is brought before me in judge- 
ment, 
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meat, -being obliged to give fentence according to my 
own perfonal knowlege, I declare, both as judge ahd wit- 
nefs, that the young woman belongs to Claudius ; and my 
fentence is, that fhe be delivered up to him as his proper- 
ty." Virginius, provoked to the higheft degree at fo un- 
juft and cruel a fentence, was no longer mafter of him- 
felf. He trembled with rage, and, with a menacing air 
exclainied, * s Infamous wretch, I never defigned my 
daughter for thee ; I educated her for * a lawful hufband, 
and not to be a prey to a luftful raviflieY. Muft then 
brutal paffions among us take the place of honourable 
inarriages ! How the citizens here will, bear with thefe 
things, I know not ; but I truft, that the army will re- 
venge my wrongs." At thefe words the people fet up a. 
loud cry of indignation, a3 if they were determined to 
oppofe the execution of Appius's decree. But the decem- 
vir, having firft caft his eyes on all fides, to obferve his 
ftrength, and how his friends were pofted, told the mul- 
titude, with a threatening voice, that he was not unac- 
quainted with the plots that had been laid to caufe an in- 
furre£tion ; but that he neither wanted power nor refolu- 
tion to inflict exemplary punifhments on fuch as fliould . 
offer to difturb the public peace, <c Let every one, there- 
fore, (faid he), retire to his own houfe, and none pre- 
. fume to give law to a fupreme magiftrate. As for you, 
Claudius, (added he), feize your flave, and make ule of 
my guard to difperfe the crowd." At thefe words, ut- 
tered with an imperious tone, the multitude fell back ; 
and left Virginia Handing by herfelf, a helplefs prey to 
injuftice and brutality* 

The unfortunate father, feeing there was no other re- 
medy, drew near Appius, and, in a fuppliant manner, 
addrefled, him thus : " Pardon, Appius, the unguarded 
words, which have efcaped me in my firft tranfports of 
grief; and allow me, to aft, in the young woman's pre- ' 
fence, fome queftions of her nurfe, that I may carry home 
at leaft the comfort of being fet right in this matter." 
Appius readily granted his requeft ; while Virginius, taking 
his daughter in his arm?, and wiping the tears, in which 
. {he was all bathed, drew near to fome fhops, which were 
in the forum. There he fnatched up a butcher's knife, 
and, turning to Virginia, (< My dear daughter, (faid he) 
thi$ is the only way to fave thy liberty, and thy honour. 
Go, Virginia,, go to thy ancestors, whilft thou art yet a 
free woman, pure and undefined." With thefe words he 
.plunged the knife into her heart; then drawing it out, 

reeking 
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reeking with her blood, and turning to Appius, €€ By Ms 
blood, (he cried), I devote thy head to the infernal gods \ n 
The decemvir immediately ordered him to be feifced ; 
but he, with the knife in his hand, made his way through 
the crowd, ruflied out of the city, and, mounting his 
horfe, took the road to the camp. In the mean time Nu- 
mitorius and Icilius, (laying by the dead body of Virgi- 
nia, and (hewing it to the people, raifed a great commo- 
tion in the city. As for Appius, he feemed to have quite 
loft his reafon ; inftead of endeavouring to pacify the mul- 
titude, he retired to his own houfe, and from thence fent 
bis lienors to feize Icilius, and carry away the dead body. 
But the people oppofed the execution of his orders, and, 
falling upon the lienors, broke their fafces, and drove them 
out- of the forum. 

Notwithftanding this repulfe the decemvir had the bold- 
nefs to come in perfon, attended by a chofen company of 
young patricians, to fupport his authority. But Valerius 
and Horatius, thofe fworn enemies of the decemvirs, 
putting themfelves at the head of their friends and clients, 
Me decern* obliged him to retire. In this perplexity, Appius haf- 
ntvris tened to the temple of Vulcan; and there pretending 
•bligtdto to aft the part of a tribune of the people, demanded that 
retire. Valerius and Horatius mould be thrown headlong from 
the Tarpeian rock. But his harangue was often inter- 
rupted with hifles; and in the mean time Valerius, hav- 
ing caufed the body of Virginia to be carried to the top 
of a flight of fteps, whence it might be feen by the peo- 
ple, inveighed againft Appius from that eminence ; thus 
there were two affemblies, and two orators, in different 
parts of the forum, declaiming againft each other.. Ap- 
pius' s auditors foon left him, to go to Valerius j then the 
decemvir, terrified at the defertion of many of his crea- 
tures, withdrew, and, biding his face with his robe, took . 
refuge in a neighbouring houfe. At that juncture, Op- 
pius, the plebeian decemvir, ruflied into the forum, to 
defend his colleague \ but finding that the party of Ho- 
ratius and Valerius was the ftrongeft, he judged, that the 
wife ft method, in the prefent exigence, was to convene 
the fenate. This ftep immediately quieted the multi- 
tude 5 for they hoped, that the decemvirate would in- 
ftantly be abolifhed. The fenators then in Rome, being 
all friends to the decemvirs, ordered the people to behave 
themfelves peaceably, and commiifioned fome young 
members of their body to go to the camp near Mount Al- 

gidus, 
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gidus, and prevent the fcdition which Virginius might 
raife among the troops c . 

This unhappy father had entered the camp, attended by. yirginius 
four hundred citizens/ and holding the bloody knife in juJj up th$ 
hand. The foldiers, at this ftrange fight, flocked to him army. 
from all quarters, when he, Handing on an eminence, 
while the tears ftreamed down his cheeks, related to them 
the plot laid by Appius againft his daughter's honour and 
liberty, and the cruel method he had been forced to take 
for the prefervation of her chaftity. The centurions and 
foldiers, fired with indignation, allured hrm, that tbey 
were determined to fupport him in what he ftould under- 
take againft fo wicked a tyrant. The decemvirs, who com- v 
manded the army, being informed of Virginius* return, 
and the difpofition of the foldiers, attempted to feize 
the former, and appeafe the latter. But the foldiers, re- <rheyre* 
fufing to pay any obedience to the orders of men whom turn to 
they looked upon as ufurpers and tyrants, flew to their ^ome, re» 
arms, fnatched up their enfigns, and took the way to t ^ it .f rom 
Rome, which they reached about evening, and entered r auKnd 
without making the leaft diflurbance. They marched encamp on 
quietly through the city to Mount Aventine, and there Mount 
intrenched themfelves, declaring, that they would not ^*w*f«fc 
lay down their arms till the decemvirate was abolifhed, 
and the tribuneihip reftored. In this exigency, Oppius 
convened the fenate (for Appius was afraid to appear in 
public) ; and the confcript fathers agreed to fend three of 
their body to the army, to afk, why they had left the 
camp without orders, and what their intent was in pof- 
ieffing themfelves of Mount Aventine. As the troops had 
not yet chofen a leader, they cried out, " Let Valerius 
and Horatius be fent to us ; we will return an anfwer to 
the fenate by them." When the three commiffioners 
were gone, Virginius advifed them to choofe leaders to 
govern them, and manage their concerns. Agreeable to Ten mifi~ 
his advice, ten perfons were elefked, under the name of t*y "**• 
Military Tribunes. The army was defirous to have Vir- *?!%?* 
ginius at the head of them ; but he declined the honour. * ' 
" My daughter (faid he) is dead, and I have not yet re- 
venged her death : no kind of honour will become me, 
till her manes are appeafed. Befides, wha^t prudent or 
moderate counfels can you expe£t from me, who am fo 
incenfed againft the tyrants? I (hall "be of more fervice to 
the common caufe, by a&ing in it as a private man." 

c Diodor. Sic. lib. xii. cap. 86—89. Liv« libw fit lap. 44—49* 

Vol.X. L Ia 
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In the mean time, the three legion* tent agafinft the 8a* 
bines, inftigated by Numitorius and Icilfus, abandoned 
their general*, am) having) after thr- example of the other 
forces, chofen ten military tribunes, marched through the 
city* and joined *he legions 0*1 the Aventine. The two 
armies, thus united, commiiSoned their twenty tribunes 
to eleft two out of their number to be fupreme over all ; 
and the choice fell upon M. Oppius and Sextus Manitius. 
In' the mean time the fenate aflembled every day, but 
fpent the whole time in debates, without coming to any 
resolution. At length it Was carried by a majority of 
voices, that Valerius and Horatius mould be fent to the 
revolted army j but they protefted, that they would not 
come to any refolution white the decemvirs were mailers 
of the government. The two armies, tired with thefe de- 
lays,* removed their camp to the Sacred Mount, where 
they entrenched themfelves, and obfcrved the fame good 
discipline as their anceftors had formerly maintained in the 
fame place. In this decampment they* were followed by 
fueh numbers of citizens, with their wives and children, 
that Rome appeared to be deferted. 

The fenatofs, furprifed to fee the ftreets fo thin of peo- 
ple, refbhred to aboliih the dceemvirate, to reftore to the 
people their tribunes, and to the fenate its eonfuls. The 
decemvirs, finding they could not retain their authority 
any longer, defired that they might not be Sacrificed to the 
hatred of their enemies, offering to refign the power with 
which they were invefted, whenever the fenate fhould 
' think fit to create new eonfuls. Upon this declaration, 
Valerius and Horatius repaired to the army, where they 
were received with inexprefliMe joy. Icilius, whom the 
army chofe for their fpeaker, after having returned the 
deputies thanks for the zeal they had feewn in behalf of 
the people, demanded, in the, name of all who had re- 
tired to the Mens Sacer, I. The re-eftabliflwnent of the 
tribunes of the people, with a right of appeal from the 
decifions of the eonfuls. 2. An amnefty for all who had 
left the camp without pemiiffion from their generals. 
3. That tfhe decemvirs fhould he delivered into their 
hands, that they might be burnt alive. But the prudent 
deputiee'made a great difference between the two firft ar- 
ticles and the laft. <c Your .two firft demands (faid they) are 
?;reeable to reafon ; but the third is the eflfeft of paffion. 
ou are- offered a fhield ; do not pretend to take a fword 
too. The fenate has. not yet declared you innocent, and 
will you already prefume to give law to it ?" The people 
rl , .... being 
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being fatisfied that no tribunes could hate their interefte 
more at heart than thofe two fenators, empowered them 
to make what terms far them they fhould think fit. Ho- 
ratiua and Valerius relumed immediately to the fenatq, 
and gave them an account of the demands of the people, 
but omitted their threats againft the decemvirs, who, 
hearing no mention made of their punishment, readily 
confented to all that was afked ; only Appius teemed un* 
willing to part with his power ; c< To re-^ftablifl) the tri* 
bunefhip (faid he), is only to put aritys. into the hands of 
the enraged multitude* I find my life muft be facrificed 
to the public hatred \ but fince it mud be fo, I will noc 
any longer oppofe the rage of the populace. I am ready 
to refign the decemvirate, and care not how foon I 
doit." 

Accordingly, a decree was pafcd* abolifting the de» Yr, of H. 
cemvirate, and reftoring the tribunes. Then the decern* * 9 °°\ 
virs, repairing to the forum, laid down their authority, to !% # 
the great joy of the city d . When tbe news of their re* u. C. 300, 
Agnation were carried to the camp, the army, leaving the »■ « 

Sacred Mount, encamped a fecond time on Mount Aven* A deem 
tine, and there chofe their tribunes, the pontifex maximus &fii\ * m 
preGding at the ele&ion. Virginius, Icilius, and Numi* t faJi* c g mm 
torius, were firft named ; C, Sicinius, M. Duilius, M* <v\rate. 
Titinius, M. Fomponius, C. Apronius, P. Villius, and I- Valerius 
C. Oppius, were, appointed their colleagues. An interred ani { M Ho * 
was afterwards created* who held an affembly of the peo- ™''*j t0 
pie by centuries, in which L. Valerius and M. Horatius ^teconfu* 
were raifed to the confulate. Thefe confute, being both late. 
very papular, paffed feveral laws, which gave the people Thy get 
a fuperiority over the fenate- Formerly the decrees of the { e<veraf a-j 
people, convened by tribes* obliged only the plebeians 4 t^faiour 
W now it was ena&ed, that all decrees made in the co* of the pee* 
mitia by tribes fliould have the fafce of laws with relation pie. 
to all citizens. That the tribunes might he maintained in 
perpetual poffeffioa of thw right of judging eaufes broupbt 
before theni by appeal* it was likewife ena&ed, that, fotf 
the future, qo magiftwtes. of any kind (houid be rarefied 
with authority, without appeal to the affemMy of the peo* 
pie ; and that it Qiould be lawful far any one to kill the 
man who fhould attempt the creation of fuck a ma* 

fiftrate. The ceremonies \jr$re likewife renewed, where* 
y the perfons of the tribunes were made facred. To 
thefe regulations another was added, importing, that the 

*U.v. lib. Jii. *ap, ipffr.. 
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decrees of the fcnate {hould,- for the future, be carried to 
the aediles, and kept in the temple of Ceres. This precau- 
tion was taken, left the fucceeding confuls (hould fup- 
prefs the decrees now made, and by thefe means render 
them ufelefs •. 
^Tdb" Thc P° wcr of the tribunes beitl g firmly eftabliflied, they 
Virsinitu- re f°l ve d to profecute the decemvirs, and begin with Ap- 
pius, who was accordingly cited to appear. Virginius, 
who was appointed to be his accufer, without enumerat- 
ing all his crimes, infilled only on his having, contrary to 
law, refufed a young woman, who was in pofleflion of 
her liberty, the right of enjoying it till the fuit was deter- 
mined. u If you do, not inftantly clear yourfelf from this 
breach of the law, I will order you (faid Virginius), to be 
carried to prifon." Appius kept filence ; but whei the 
officers offered to fcize him, he cried out, u I appeal." 
Having enumerated the fervices done to the republic by 
his family, and reminded the people of his own zeal for 
tbe common good, in promoting and compiling the body 
of laws contained in the Twelve Tables, he claimed the pro- 
tection of the laws juft made in favour of appeals. Vir- 
ginius anfwered, that fuch a monfteras Appius ought not 
to partake of the common benefits of fociety, nor be al- 
lowed to efcape imprisonment on giving fecurity, fince 
he had refufed that privilege to Virginia. He added, it 
was but reafonable, that fo profligate a wretch (hould be 
carried to that prifon which he himfelf had built, and in- 
folently named the Habitation of the People of Rome. 
riidtolri* Accordingly he was led, notwithstanding his appeal, to 
fon\ prifon ; but his trial was put off to tbe third market-day. 

In this interval, Claudius, the uncle of Appius, who had 
fo much difapproved of his nephew's conduct, yet, upon 
hearing of the danger to which he was expofed, haftened 
to Rome, and appeared in the forum, with all his friends 
and relations, in habits of mourning. He went from ci- 
tizen to citizen, befeeching them not to fix fuch an igno- 
miny on the Claudian family. But to no purpofe; 
Virginius, on the other hand, begging them to (hew 
compaflion for him and his daughter, and not for the 
Claudian family, which had always been unfavourable to 
andd'us the interefts of the people. Before the day appointed for 
thtru trial, Appius died in prifon (A). rn, 

* Liv. lib. iii. cap. 55. t 

(A) Dionyfius tells us, the ftrangled himfelf; but that it 
tribunes reported, that he had was much fufpe&ed he had 

been 
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The profecutlon of Oppius, one of the plebeian de* 
cemvirs,- followed. He was accufed by Numitorius, Vir- 
ginia^ uncle, as an accomplice with Appius, whofe in- 
juftice he had not oppofed, though at that time in Rome. 
Nor was this the only crime laid to his charge : a vete* 
ran, who had ferved twonty-feven years in the army, and 
had been eight times honoured with military rewards, un- 
covering bis fhpulders, expofed to the multitude the 
marks of the rods with which he had been beaten by 
Oppiu/s order; and offered to undergo the fame treat- 
ment again, if the decemvir could affign any good reafon 
for his cruelty. The accufed was, by the unanimous 
fuffrages of the people, thrown into prifon, where he died 
the fame day. The other eight decemvirs, terrified by 
thefe imprifonments, which were followed by fudden 
deaths, retired into banifliment. Their effe&s were con* 
fifcated and fold, and the money arifing from them was 
carried by the quaeftors into the public treafury. As for 
M. Claudius, the client, who had been employed to fervc 
the pleafures, and carry on the iniquity of .his patron, he 
was condemned to death : but Virginius, pitying a wretch, 
who had offended at the inftigation of a powerful magis- 
trate, and a fovereign, from whom be had no appeal, 
changed the fentence of death into that of perpetual ba- 
nifliment, upon his confeffing that he had been fuborned. 
After thefe examples were made, Duilius, one of the tri- 
bunes, advifed his colleagues to carry vengeance no far- 
ther: accordingly, a general amnefty was granted, and 
the date enjoyed a profound tranquility at home for the 
remaining part of the year f .. 

Affairs being fettled, the conful* took the field againft 
the jEqui, Volfci, and Sabines, who, during the late in- 
teftine divifions, had pillaged the Roman territory- Va- 
lerius defeated the two former, and Horatius obtained a 
vidory over the latter; but the fenate, diffatisfied with 
their too popular adminiftration, and' moved by a fpeech 
of C. Claudius, who inveighed bitterly againft them, re- 
fufed the confuls a triumph. This opposition, liowever, 
ferved to gain the people a new prerogative, the right of 

* Liv. lib.' iii. cap. 58, 59. 

been difpatched by their or- of a public puuifhment, laid 
ders. Livy barely relates, that, violent hands on himfelf in 
Appius, to avoid the infamy prifon (1). 

(1) Dion. Hal. lib. xi. p. 7*5— 7»7* I*»*« lib* iii. cap. 55, 56. 
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ago ST** JtomxtiSijlwy* 

'^ decreeing triumphs : for Ac ccflrfoli &p$*fed to rtiem, and 
' "* the tributes efyoufing thefr eattffe, Icilius declared, in tte 
/". k flame of the pttoflt <rf Rottic, %h«t tfhe tonfols 4bo*ld> ia 
V* cppofitwfn to the (enate, hhvfe die fccmoar of * ^riamph ^ 
which tfhey enjoyed accordingly. * The tribunes dM »ot 
" ftop here, fc# t formed a defigix of * getting themfclves con- 
" tinued m *he tt3fet|ndfh?p after tfce expiration <rf their year. 
This was' a cbnf^iracy not unlike that of the decemvirs $ 
but, 1 to pYertent any fufpicion thsit tfceit aim Was to' ttiake 
themfelves maffters of the government, thfcy interacted that 
tte people ihf>tfl<f continue' Valerius ami* *iera*iu$. in the 
^folate* .'• Ddilh*s, otie of *hel^ c^lleger.'alHa* drfgi^at 
htoderatton', and very waflous'ftM*' the |Wbiic ? Rfeetty, op- 
jpofed ttifrpirftGy an-d i<endered ft 'abortive^ bf prevailing 
'"'[■ [ upon the *fo AfttK to deckfe, r tfcat f hey would Wot htold the 
« tttttfuJafe afte/tftefr year ^as ekbfted. AttVt ¥bi& deck* 
ration, l)u?!ft^ held *he 'aflfehibljr for eleQing tribunes 
*nd i , by •K» / hfflHien«e > flv* new' ones' WeYe 1 cfcbfetty in 
fpfce of lj th& clfcals df *e Wfetrft' HoweVetvfche latter 
prevailed Ttf¥ar%y 'thet* ihfrigdgs^Tte *o':ftkide*%hy <$tteer 
of 'the ' cattffiftatfer' from hiving the «eceria*y ftumfeer of 
VofeeS. ^fteWbon the floatation of the five tribunes yet 
*antfogMfasTOe^dW chofen, accord- 

ing to tlie 1 *re£Hon of 'tf ft%; : which exprefly provided, 
'* tfhattfj Mr^^^ay'of eldftion, tire foil number of tri- 
bunes cotfl 8 hbtfrd drofen, -tftofe who were etedetl fhould 
h*ave Jtow£ft6 name their' cbf leagues.- • Agreeably to this 
Jaw, the ite"# '-tributes no foen<*r entered u^pon their of* 
See,' <tnah thty^atmed their eoMfe&gues, and among them. 
Two pa- _ to the great furprize of all, S. -Tarpeitts and A. JEternius, 
'iwSJw-- 1 ^ ot ^ fe^^^s, ^ft r fatatbi^, 'ind 'even confulars. The 
WnMtf ele&ioh 'of 'the Corfftib fi>Ho^d that of the tribunes> 
t/icftopl*. when Latrius Heminius' arfd T: VirguiHis tyfete chofen 
withbut any dffturbaike. <Tn :i tfbeif ce-nfulate, L. Trebo- 
hius, otre of the tribuWsVdiflatisfied to fee twe patricians 
In that eb&ege-, emp'toyed alibis endeavours to oppofe 
the fena'te in every thing ; Whence he acquired the fur- 
name of' A'fper, or ihe tabbed. In order to exclude pa- 
^.•.* ,/ * .. tricia»s fb^ the f«*ui k e, he procured a law, which, from 
Zripftvi his name,' was called .lex Trel?o»ia \ by which it was or- 
btnm.: dained, that whofoever fhould, for the future, hold the 
Comitla for electing trftuhes" of the people, fhouid not 
difmifs the aftembly, till the nutnber of ten tribunes was 
completed by the votes of the* people. This law took 
from the tribunes, who *vtTe firft chofen, the right of 

naming 



ttamiAg thctf colleagues, wftoh the Roman* called <o- 
optatm h. *. 

Thpifol towing cehiulste of M. Qeganias and C Juliu* TA**A/ 
Modticcd Jfcrthiwg remarkable .The fuccee<G»g confuls* ^#»>H 
T. Qjfcnfc&ros Capitoliww : a fourth time, and Agrippa r//,w ^ 
Issrianiy ibtod the people highly 4xaipef3fe4 *gainft the . 
Aobility, oecafioned by fome fnfults they tad opened thq 
plebeian*, tie. aggceflbf* w<ere pfoed %ta appear before 
the people, and ibis citation pecafioned great -confections. 
Upoathfc »ews of thefe domeftic broils, the JEqui and The JF.qul 
Voifci entered the .Roman territory, ajid ravaged th^ and Voifci 
country to the gates of Rome ; the tribunes oppofing the ******* th * 
levies Aeocffary to jrepnlfe them. Upon this occafion, the teTritoriou 
coni!bl<Qwn£tius, a man illuftrious fox Teveral vi£borie*» 
and$ready refpc£ked for the purity of* l|i$ manners and 
the wifdom of his counfels, having convened a general 
xBernb&jot tbe-people* made an hara^gu^.to them, witlj 
which they were fo afie&ed, that they c^ncuwed qaani? 
moufly in taking arms. The youth offered ihemfelves to 
be sidtftfidt infomuch, that on the faqae day. (be levief 
were- raifed, and the ,*rmy marched ten wiles fro,m th* <fhe Ro- 
cky. Next day the i&onfuk came in fight of the enemy* mans gain 
*nd die day following gave them battle, fu*d, gained * a camplet* 
Complete yi£ory> Hoover, the confute 4*4 not feaktui fuia ° r y 
p triumph, nor did the ienatc offer them that honour. * " ver * 

. This .would have been a glorious year for the republic* iniquitous 
bad not the Roman people dishonoured themfelves by an judgement 
iniquitous judgement in a caufe which was referred tf ofthepeo- 
(heir decifion. The inhabitants of Ardea and Arieia J^'* * 
chafe tb^m arbitrators, in a difpute concerning a/lagg* f erred to 
trafi: of land, to which; they both laidtqlaim* The tribes their arbU 
being itffembied, and <he caufe bear<L thje votes were g*+ tration. 
ing to be taken, when one Scaptius, a Roman, eighty^ 
three ydars~ old, defired, tp. fpeak. <He, 'pretended, that ~ * 
the diibift in queftion belonged formerly to the city of 
Corioii* and consequently now to the Romans, who ought ' ' \ 
therefore to make no fcruple of feizingit. The confute ..''"> - r 
.afedtbejr uimoft endeavours to diffuse the people from . -- - 
faking a ftep,. which miift di&onour the Roman probity ; 
fcut all their efforts were to no purpofe* the people ad* 
pdged the territory to themfelves h .. „ 

in daw following confulate of M. Genudus Augurinus Ne<w pro* 
and C. Cretins Philo, the tribunes carried their preten- tenfiom of 

*"' ir * m \ 

t*L\v% lib.iii. cafvfi— 65. b Dion. HaL lib. xi, p. 729, *W* 

J,iv, ubi fupra, cap. ?if 7%, ' • 

L 4 fions 
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fions farther than ever ; for they net only demanded 'that 
the law, prohibiting patricians and plebeians to marly, 
v might be repealed, but likewife tfeit plebeians might be 

admitted to the confulate. Canuleius, the moft a&hre of 
the tribunes, declared to the fenate, in the moft foiema 
manner, that he would constantly oppofe all levies of 
troops, let the want of them be ever >fo preffing, till 
thefe conceifions fliould be made to the people. The con- 
fute and patricians oppofed, with great warmth, thefe 
new claims of the encroaching tribunes ; but the Ardeates, 
the JEqui, the Veientes, and the Volfci, invading, at the 
fame time, the Roman territory, the fenate found it ne- 
' ceffary to let the law concerning marriages p a fs, hoping 
that this conceffion would induce the tribunes to-defift 
from the purfuit of the law relating to the confulate,- or 
at lead to fufpend it till the conclufion of the war? but 
their hopes proved abortive. The tribunes* though tlie 
alarm from abroad daily encreafed, ftill oppofed the le- 
vies, and pufhed their point with the 'fame zeal as before* 
Nay, at the inftigation of Canuleius, they all bound them- 
• feives, by a folemn oath, not to defift from their oppofi- 
tion, till the fenate had granted their demand. C. Clau- 
' dius, in a private affembly of the oldeft fenators, moved 
to have recourfe to arms and violence, rather than yield 
to the people the dignity of the confulate; but T. Qiunc- 
T tius, and the majority of the affembly, thought it better 
to comply than come to a rupture with the people. Then 
Claudius, to prevent the debating of the confular dignity, 
made a new propofal; that, inftead of confute, a certain 
number of military tribunes fliould be chofen, partly out 
of the fenate, and partly from the plebeians; and that 
thefe new magistrates fliould be inverted with conftdar 
power: 
Yr. of FI. This proje& beitfg approved, the fenate was affembled, 
A ,9 °Ch ^^-thc tr ft>u*ies called to give* their reafons in behalf of 
44.^ • ^ t ' ie new * aw8 * n ^ ue *^ on - After they had explained their 
U.C.jos- fentiments, Claudius's fcheme was propofed, and received 
■ with great applaufe, both by the patricians and plebeians. 

Military v A decree was immediately paffed for this fourth revolution 
tribunes -j n t h e Roman government, and the comitia were held 
^iThcon- ^^ 0VLi delay. When the people came to vote, they «s- 
Jkfar fufed to give their votes to any but patricians \ fo that only 

power 5 -three military tribunes were chofen, A. Semprenius Atra- 
butfopn tinus, L. Attilius, andS. Caecilius v or, as fome ftylc him, 
*fter ab- *C\?zYiu$. But -they did not long continue in office. Cur- 
tius, the late conful, who ha*l prefided at the eleftion, 

de* 
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declared, three month* after, that the auguries preceding 
it had beeninaufpicious, a circun^ftance which made their 
promotion void. This was, probably, an artful contrive 
once of the nobility, to reftore the ancient form of go* 
vermnent. However that be, the three new magiftrates 
readily refigned their office, and an intersex was named, 
that tne commonwealth might not remain without a head. 
T. QuinAius, the mterrex, affembled the people, to de- 
termine whether the confular government ihould be re- 
ftored, or that of the military tribunes continued. The 
fenate declared for conf uls ; the ' tribunes mfifted upon the 
late inftitution ; but the people, being rciblved to confer 
the fopreme dignity only on patricians, were indifferent 
whether it ihould be called confulfhip orrtribunefhip. At; 
length all agreed to reftore the old form of government; 
and L. Papirius Mugilianus, and L. Sempronius Atra- 
tinus^ were appointed confuls for the remaining part of 
the year*. Under the fucceeding admmtftration of T. 
Qnindias Capitolinus, a fifth time conful, and M. Gega- 
nru8, a fecond time, the cenforfhipwasefbblifhed. There Yr - of FU 
had been* no cenfus for feyenteen years $ an omiffion which; A 19 ° 7 '. 
occafioned great difofrders. -Thefe thenew confuls under*; £,. 
took to remedy v/but as they had manycml and military u. C. 307, 

affairs t oa their hands, they defired the fenate todifcharge> — 

them of the care of. numbering the people, and to lay it* 73' f*- 
upon two nugiftrates created for that purpofe, who, ^tte-'*'^ 
the title of cenfora, ihould, every five years, take a gene* ** M v***... 
ral review of the Roman people, and an account of their 
efle&s. The fenate approved the motion ; and the tri- 
bunes* though always upon their guard againft every thing 
offered by the fenate, thought the employment of too 
little importance to oppofc it. They did not even; demand 
that the plebeians ihould be allowed a ibare in it; not 
forefeeing to what a pitch of power and grandeur the 
office of cenfor would in time arrive. As men generally 
ftttdy how to enlarge their authority, the cenforthip was 
no fooner made a diftin£t magiftracy,. than the cenfors 
began to take upon them the reformation of manners, and 
by that office fubjefted to their tribunal the fenators and 
knights, as much as the meaneft of the people. Papirius 
and Sempronius, the confuls of the preceding year* were 
the firft cenfors ; this dignity being unanimoufly conferred 
upon them, to atone for the fhort duration of their con* 
folate k . 

* Dion. Hal. lib. xi. p. 736. Li v. lib. iv. cap. 7. k Liv. ibid* 

cap, 8, 9. Dion, Hal. ubi fupra, p, 737. 

While 



4 civil > While the confab w>erc toius eafinfe? AfrafeH«a of titr& 

«war«- burden of ditfir: office, a neighbouring city found- them'. 

m»g tht employment abroad, The Ardcates^ who. had isteiy re>- 

**•"*• »««red their aWahne wWh Rtune* vtr^imrblwcd in a ebai 

war, which a*ofe Stop a Very iftigftt eaafe Two* ckizenft 

of Aadea, t»e c£a nobfe family*, the ©tHer ©f a pfcebeaatt* 

had fallen im la*e wifcb-the fetpp^diM^ /woman. - As fhe 

was a piehetap, her g*dcd* has ,wem>irar jp^riag her, Id .a 

mati trf her ottnj-ank^ hut her aatarimy an a n ib i iiuM S an*- 

nan, w&sfofidnf matching her.natth'a Uiiati'ef qatsdky* 

Thcdiipute *tou£*tie marriage ehgaged: Ali.Asdea, the 

nobiikydec4arto^ furcate of the, frikaB*} and ihe people 

for the others At length the oaafe fcetwcea the sanlthc*; 

and the giiardiaaGapa* tried, and jfentence pwmotinecd by 

the judges in fatrourof the former^ vAoof they ^faidj bad a' 

right to difpofearfhei child to whdinr'Aie plsafed ^ hat the 

latter, ref ufing to fiafcd** this derjaaaiambn^had ire-» 

caurTc to vtofctKe, gathered tBxgathevfbraepiebeiaha^' arafy 

wtcring the widows iionfe^.icWtrKdaJw^y faef daughter. 

The nobility ran to arms, fall aportJ ther.pltkfBaatef. aad^ 

u . hfcvaag killed federal iftdmdiiaby Arougbttfce y«>ung w** 

r ami back to her. mother's houfe, -The {defaeihxn$ ; tfana 

. ' instated, kayiag the:/city invert** nnrnfaers, encamped 

~ - ona oeighhonrmg hit!, aad frami JtHenocrtfcnt outnpariafc* 

i / tD lay wafte the rpnds df the^ibbility; The niiteitrer^ 

hdkigjoidedby theY<!d^ 

fk Ro- ^ aamed {Haihua, and laid . fiege. to. Ardea« The obfatlity 

mans affifi applied to the Romans | and tire ferrate' fedt an an»y la 

the nobility thtir relief, under the: corftrnaud of the corifal Gegaixnft* 

# -dr^^ v j, Q j fnre ft e ^ t hg befiegers^ ©Migad them dto f drceaded 

> tfoetr arms, and made tbeai pa& • under fthe'fljrolwi l&fifce 

this explohthe confbl murned tacBrame, which fycicnmir* 

ed an triumph, with imcamnwn pornp and ftibdqirntif '*; .!: 

^<*Awjr - The facceed&Bg oonfafc, ,M* Fjabiu* awd - Po&huibaw* 

JiMt to rt- Ebatius* made the Ardeates amend! &av the' wrongs tho 

people Ar^ Y*MMm& had done them, on ocaafibn <xjf their ooirteA *toith 

the Ariciafis; for they, font a^coibhy to cepeople ehcir 

eity, nrach depopulated by tbc crwlwar^ and pcivatalf 

agreed, that no latnds, exeepb th3Dfe„forraerly ia xiiipate, 

fiioidd be divided ariaong dwe^newtobnyv and evdn.wi 

thofe only a fmall p*rt ; and khat the reft Aoiddfce f re* 

ftored to their ancient proprietors. : As this drfpofitton 

was, in efdfty diiannulling the Judgement $f . dispeople, 

Agrippa Menenius, F. Clxlius, and M. Ebutius, who had 

f l tiv ? lib. iy. cap. 9. iq, . t 

w..» put 
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jwit tlie decree in execution, were cited to appear before 
the people; .but thefe- three patricians, to avoid the pro* 
fecution, declared thontf elves chitctts of Ardca, wbem 
they remained. The following year,- when the govern* 
mint was in the hands of C. Forins: and M. Papitiosfc 
proved a year of peace. But in the ifi«meedmg ; consulate 
olPfocuht* Oeganiusahd L. Menem us, great disturbances 
arofe, occasioned by :a Roman knight, named Sp. Mas* Sp.Mdlm 
Kits, who had the pbnfirience to afpire to the fovereign *fp***t* 
power. Adreadfpifaminehappeningin Rome, the people, /A/ .>**- 
|o prevent the esvil confaquenccs of it, cresflevt, with the 2^ 
cohfent of lOhefeniite,^ an extrao»4indf)r magistrate* wivh 
the tide of fuperintendaht of provi&Mis. 'fne perfcn thty 
named for this office- was L. Mrriutius, an active and prou- 
dest man, who immediately fent hifc agenti into the iieigh*- 
botning countries to buy corn, but with little fuccefs, Sp* 
Maelius, who was one of the richeft men in Rome, having < 
foreftalled the markets. The com :MaK«s bought, was. 
bijf his order; distributed among the niearier people; fo that 
hisiidufe became the place of refuge for the poor, the 
'idle, and thofc who had undone thetnfelves byttebau* 
chery*. ; ^ '*T 

Minutiae, who was bontinued In iis.bfiice- under tfc<i 
ntew oontuls, T. "Qeinftius CapitoSnna the iritb tune^ and 
Agrippa Meneroos* ■ "difcovered that Itf «liu vender tiom v 
of extraordinary liberality, "held anembties aft his hofofe* 
and that great quantities of arms feed been conveyed tihtther 
by night. Upon this intelligence he enqawed farther itHk* 
the matter, and at length deteded a conspiracy formed to 
tybrcrt the prefent government. He was certainly informed 
tkatMaeliufc afpircdto the fovereign power; that therpeo* 
pie were to take arms in his- favour; and that even fome 
of the tribunes had confented to feil tive public liberty; 
Mimitius, without k*& of time, gave an account oF mi 
difooveries to the fenate ; and the fenate^ following the 
advice of Quin&ius Cap i to! m us, impowe*ed him to name 
his brother, Quin&ius Cincinnatua, dictator. It was %i«Sr«# 
thought nece&ry to take this ftep in fo critical a jun&ure, 9™y%** 
to prevent Melius from efcaping the punifliment due to t9r /^ 
his wicked attempt. He might have appealed from the 
ccmfulstothe people, who wooid'have faved hhh; but 
from the di&ator tfiere was no appeal. CindnnatuS, be- 
ing upwards of eighty, would have declined the office ; but 
the confuls and the whole fenate infixing qpott his sfcarg* 

■LU. lib. it. cap, 1$, 14. 

ing 
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tag. Mmfelf with the' care of the comtnonwealrJi, 'he at 
length acquiefced; named Serviltus Ahaia, to be his ge- 
stesal of the horfe, <and next day placed , guards in all the 
quarters of the city. . This precaution furprifed thofe who 
Jwiew nothing of the: conspiracy } but Mselius and his 
aflbciates being apprifed that the power of the fuprerne 
snagiftrate was employed againft them, ufed their utmoft 
endeavours to engage the multituderintheir favour. 
: The dictator, aware of their intrigues, having caufed 
his tribunal to be carried- into the forum, font his .mailer 
of the horfe to cite Melius to appear before him. Mselius, 
inftead of obeying the. fummons,, attempted to make his 
efcape. Then ServUius commanded a lwftor to feize him; 
and his orders were put in execution ; but the multitude 
having refcued him Out of the liftoffs hands, he was very 
sear making his efcape, when ServUius, . throwing. himfelf 
into .the croud, overtook him, and, lotted him' on the fpot. 
This action was- fo agreeable to the di&ator, that, feeing 
his matter of the horfe all fprinkled with the blood of the 
criminal, he told him, that to him Rome, was indebted 
for her liberty. He then convened a general aflembly of 
the people, and, having acquainted them with the con. 
fpSraty, declared, that Malius had been juftly fiain. His. 
hmife was, by the dictator's orders, rafed to the ground, 
and the prodigious quantities of corn found in it, fold to the 
people at low rates. As for Menenius, a ftatue was erect- 
ed to him without the gate Trigemina, as a reward of his 
vigMajice ; but three. of the tribunes, provoked at the murder 
of MaeHus* made loud complaints in .the aflembly of the 
people, and obftinateiy oppofed the election of the con- 
fute;- mfomuch that the patricians, to avoid' a tumult, 
were forced to confent that military tribunes mould be 
chofen for the next year* The tribunes hoped, that the 
people would now. divide the government between the pa- 
tricians and plebeians j but they chofe only three patri- 
cians, Mamercus iEmilius,, L. Quin&ius, the fon of the 
dictator, and Julius lulus ?. During their adminiftration 
the city of Fidenae not only revolted from Rome, but the 
inhabitants, putting themfelves under the protection of 
Tolumnius, king of the "Veientes, murdered four ambaf- 
fadors fent by the fen*t&to aik the r^afqn of their condud. 
As a war was unavoidable, it was thought more proper to 
choofe. confute than military tribunes for the next year; 
an4 accordingly M, Gbganius, a third time, and L. Sergiua 
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were ele£ted. It fell to the {hare of the latter to mate 
war upon the Veientes ; but though he gained fome ad* 
vantages over them,' he loft a great number of men ; a 
circumftance which determined the fenate to remove him 
from the command of the army, and to create a dictator 
in his room. 

The confuls named Mamerqus iEmilius for that dig- Mamercw 
nity, who chofe young Quindius Cincinnatus for his ge- ^j?®*? 
nerai of the horfe, and appointed Quin&ius Capitolinus, ' a 9r * 
and M. Fabius Vibulanus, two celebrated commanders, 
his lieutenant-generals. He foon after took the field, came 
to an engagement with the united forces of the Falifci, 
Fidenates, and Veientes, and gave them a total over- 
throw. Tolumnius was flain in the battle by Cornelius 
Coffus, a legionary tribune, who ftripped him of his 
armour and royal robes, and carried thefe fpoiis, called 
fpolia opima, on his (boulders in the dilator's triumph* V**J 4tw * 
He afterwards depofitcd them in the temple of Jupiter -ffi^* 
Feretrius, they being the fecond of the fort known in 
Rome. In the following confulate of M. Cornelius and 
L. Papirius, one Sp. Mselius, a tribune of the people, 
and a near relation of the famous Maelius, cited Minutius 
and Servilius Ahala, to anfwer for his death °. 

The Veientes and Fidenates renewed the war in the Yr. of VL 
following confulate of Julius lulus, the fecond time; and '9 1 *' 
L. Virginius, while the Romans were greatly diftreffed Ante 6 Chf# 
by a plague ; but Q^Servilius Prifcus, being created die- u.C?3t*« 
tator, gave them batde near Nomentum, routed them, * 
and took the city of Fidenae. This fuccefs was followed FiJtn* 
by a cenfus of the Roman people, which, after the eftab- ** ki "b 
liihment of the cenfors, never failed to be renewed every t J^ 9 ' 
five years. The following year, when C. Julius was con- ^ al ^rcM$ 
ful the third time, and Virginius the fecond, Mamercus jEmiiims 
iEmilius was named to the di&atorihip a fecond time, J&ator. 
upon a report that all Hetruria was preparing for war 5 VZfa^" 
but thefe fears proving vain, JSmilius, who had no hopes ^J^**** 
of gaining glory abroad, refolved to do fomething remark- 
able at home, and propofed to the people the fhortening 
the duration of the cenforfhip, and reducing it from five 
years to eighteen months. This motion was received with 
applaufe, and pafled into a law. Then iEmilius, to {hew 
the dill ike he had to magiftracies of long continu- 
ance, refigned his own, and retired to his houfe, amidft 
the loud acclamations of the multitude. However, this 

.*Liv»lib.iv. cap. %\ % 
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wife law coft him dear \ the eenfois, who were the nifpec^ 
tore of the manners of the people* ftruck him out of the 
toll of his tribe, took from him the privilege of voting, 
deprived him of ail the rights of a Roman citizen, and 
loaded htm with a tribute eight times greater than the 
proportion he ufed to pay ; but this perfecution gave him 
a new luftre, and ftirred up the people againft his perfe- 
cntors, Furius and Geganius, to fueh a degree, thattbey 
would have torn them in pieces, if -<£ftiilius had not been 
fo generous as to ufe bis intereft with the multitude to 
fpare their lives *. 

The tribunes of die people, by renewing their harangues 
againft the ele&ion of confute, influenced the public in 
fach a manner* that military tribunes were chofen for the 
next year. However, the people raifed to that dignity 
only three patricians, M. Fabius, M. Faftius, and L. Set*' 
gius. Nothing memorable happened during their admi- 
niftration but a plague, which ceafed in the following 
year* when the republic was again governed by three mi- 
litary tribunes, all patricians} namely, L. Pinarius, L. 
furius, and Sp. Pofthurnius* The rich plebeians now 
complained that the poorer fort ehofe none but patricians 
to that magiftracy, notwithftanding the law, which allow* 
ed three, plebeians to be ele&edL They met at the houfes 
of the tribunes to confute upon this matter, and there re- 
fclved to propofe a law, forbidding any pretenders to the 
Superior offices to appear in garments of an extraordinary 
whxtenefs, to foiicit the votes of the people. It Was cuf- 
taraary for thofe wha afpired to any office, to {hew them- 
ielves to the people in a habit of an extraordinary white- 
ae&, and to court the meaneft of the citizens to call them 
lay their names, and to {hake hands with them. From 
this habit they were called canctidati, or candidates, a 
word derived from the Latin (andidus y fignifying white* 
- As this method was ufed only by the mobility, the prin- 
cipal plebeians undertook the sboHfhtng of fuch a enftom, 
hoping to end the various arts ufed by the patricians to 
gain the favour of the people. The law, prohibiting the 
ufe of white garments, paired, though oppofed by the pa- 
tricians, who, feeing: the people inoenfed againft the no- 
bility, began to fear. that they would no longer refute 
their voices to the chief plebeians for the military tribune* 
fhip ; wherefore, to avert this danger, they ufed their 
utmoA efforts to get coniuJa ehofaa for the next year, the 
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&*aitdable preparations which the /Eqm and Volfci wtte 
making ait this time for war, favouring their defign. 

As no plebeians had commanded armies, the people 
<wtre indifferent whether consuls or military tribunes were 
ctaftn; for they w«#e determined to give their fuffrage* 
t& done but old captains^ and consequently to patricians* 
Thus the eledion being left to the fcnate, the confulmip Tht ct*+ 
w*$ roftored, and T. Quin&ius, the fon of Lucius* and AdfcP *• 
C. Julius Mento* were promoted to that dignity. They $***** 
were officers of groat experience and courage ; but a mi£- 
underftanding arifwig between then*, they were defeated W* ennfuh 
by the enemy new Mount Algidust Pn confequence of */**#*& 
this defeat, the feuattf "thought kneceflary to name a die-* f ^jfl% 
taeor \ but Afc cotffute dbftinately pefufing to comply with * * 

Ihetr dfc&fe la/this particular* being piqued at the diffi* 
deuce tbey (hewed of their abilities, the Senators had re- 
courfe to the tribunes of the people, exhorting them to 
mterpofe thefc- authority, and oblige the confute to name a 
di&afor. The tributes, who were then in the fenate* 
ebarmed with a* motion which tended to increafe their: 
authority; having withdrawn Co confult, returned with 
thi« declaration^ that it was the pleasure of (he tribunes 
that the confute H*o>uM obey the fenatc, or be imprifonedf 
if Ady perfifted inAlheir difobedlence. The confuls fub* v 

mfctedt but jwftty reproached the Senators with betraying 
the kitercfts of their own body, and fubje&mg the con* 
fakir authority to the tribimitian power. Another diffi* 
cuhy ftill remained ? the confute could not -agree about 
the perfon who ibould be dictator *, fo that they were 
obliged to draw lots for the privilege of nominating* It P oft hum m 
fell to Quin&ius, and he named his fether-in-law, Poft- T«A?r#«*> " 
humtus Tubertus, who appointed L. Julius Vopifcus to j^f l * , ' , ; 
be his general of the bode. Tne "drdator fopn raifed an ^^fj^J 
army, with whkh he marched agamft the enemy; hav- Volfc'u 
ing defeated thrift in a bloody battle, he returned in 
triumph to Rome, and laid down his employment V 

The next year, when C. Papirius and L. Julius Vopif- Tructvf 
eus were confuls,. the \/Equi defired to enter into an alii- nghtyeart 
ance with the Romans, on the fame plan with the Latin* 8 ^"j^ t0 
and Herniei ; but 'all they could obtain was a truce for ***'*«* 
eight years*. Nothing remarkable happened at Rome 
during the pnefent confuMhip, but the making a latr to 
fettle the value of oxen and fheep paid by way of fine* 
for dtibbedienee to magiftrates. The fines were ordered 

4 Juiv. lib. iv. cap. 26— *p, » Idem ibid, cap. jo— 3^ 
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to be, paid in money for the future, each ox being valued 
at a hundred afes of brafs, and each fheep at ten. The 
tribunes were the firft proje&ors of this law ; but the con- 
fuls, having notice of their defign, propofed the new re- 
gulation themfelve6, and by thefe means gained the fa- 
vour of the people. During the fucceeding year, the re- 
public enjoyed profound peace, under the administration 
of L. Sergius a fecond time conful, and Hoftus Lucre- 
tius, which was not difturbed even by the tribunes. The 
enfuing confulfhin of T. Quinftius, and Cornelius Coffus, 
was remarkable for nothing but an extraordinary drought, 
which occafioned a famine, followed by a dreadful plague. 
On this occauon the Romans had recourfe to deities un- 
known, and introduced new fuperftitions ; but the fenate, 
apprifed of the danger of innovations in religion, ordered 
the aediles to take care that no gods were worihipped but 
thofe of the country ; and by this precaution a flop was 
put to all foreign luperflitions. The Veientes had ob- 
tained a truce for eight years, after their defeat near No- 
mentum ; but, before the time was expired, had ravaged 
the lands of the republic. The fenate therefore, in the 
confulate of L. Papirius Mugilanus and Servilius Ahala, 
refolved to punifh them ; but a difpute arifing between 
the people and the fenate, concerning the right of de- 
claring war, thofe enemies of the republic efcaped ven- 
geance this year *. The next, the tribunes infilled upon 
having the government placed in the hands of military 
tribunes; and accordingly four patricians were chofen, 
T. Quin&ius Cincinnatus, C. Furius, M. Pofthumius, 
and A. Cornelius Coffus. 

The latter ftaid at Rome, and the other three marched 
againft the Veientes; but as they did not a& in concert, 
they were routed, and obliged to keep within their camp. 
The people, upon the news of their defeat, infilled upon 
their being depofed, and a di&ator appointed in their 
room ; but as there were then no confuls, whofe preroga- 
tive it was to nominate a dictator, recourfe was had to 
the augurs, who declared, that Coffus, who had had no 
fhare in the late fhameful difafter, might nominate a dic- 
tator. Accordingly he named Mamercus ^Smilius, who 
had been in the fame poll twice before, and whom the 
cenfors had degraded. The new didator appointed Coffus 
his general of the horfe, and foon after took the field 
againft the Veientes, whom the Fidenates had joined, 
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"iiifter Jiavmg maflacred the Roman colony in their city. 
The di&ator coming up with them near the city of Fide- 
nae, gained a complete vi&ory over their united forces, 
and made himfelf mafter both of the city of Fidenae, and 
of the camp of the Veientes '. 

Notwithflanding the ill conduct of the laft military tri- 
bunes, the tribunes of the people prevailed fo far as to have 
the fame government continued the two following years ; 
but had ftiil the mortification to fee patricians only elected. 
Tb,efe were, the firft year, A. Semproniiis, L. Furius, 
L. Quinftius, and L. Horatius ; the fecond, Ap. Claudius, 
Sp. Nautius, L. Sergius, and Sex. lulus* The tribunes 
of the people ufed their utmoft endeavours to difluade the 
multitude from giving this preference to the patricians, in 
the election's. The riche'ft and moft eminent men among 
the plebeians insinuated, that if they could be once cho- 
fen, they would not fail to get the public lands divided 
among the poor citizens. This declaration made no fmali 
impreffion upon the multitude ; but the patricians, who 
were then in poffeffion of the military tribunefhip, to 
avoid the fhame of having plebeians for their fucceflbrs, 
agreed to lead out of Rome thofe who afpired to that dig- 
nity, under pretence of making ah incurfion into the ter- 
ritory of the Volfci. In their abfence, Appius Claudius, 
fon of the decehivir, and one of the military tribunes, held 
an afiembly for electing confuls, when C. Sempronius 
Atratinus, and C. Fabius Vibulanus, were chofen ". • 

They had fcarCe entered upon their office, when news 
were brought to Rome, that the Volfci had taken the field 
with a numerous army, and were advancing towards the 
frontiers, to lay wafte the lands of the republic. The 
conful Sempronius, a man of greater courage than con- 
duct, was fent againft them ; but he, defpifing an enemy 
whom the Romans had often vanquifhed, and attacking 
them with the infantry alone, was furrounded on all fides, 
and would have been cut off, if Tempanius, an old of- 
ficer of the horfe, had«not taken upon him the command 
of the cavalry. This brave officer, pbferving the danger 
the legions were in, leaped from his horfe ; and, addreff- 
himfelf to his companions, " Follow my lance (faid 
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he) as if it were a ftandard ; and let us fhew the enemy, 
that we can fight on foot as well as On horfeback." At 
thefe words the whole body of horfe difmounted, and fol- 
lowing their leader, fell upon the enemy with incredible 

* Liv. ibid, cap. 30—34. « Liv, lib, i?» cap* 35—37* 
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fury. The general of the Yolfci ordered his men- to tt* 
tire in good order to a neighbouring hill ; but Tern pan ius r 
after having refcued the legions, continued ( to prefs the 
enemy with fuch vigour, that they could no longer witlj- 
ftand him. The Volfcian commander, who was a man <?f 
great experience in war, fent orders to ppen the ranks, 
and give paffage to the troops Tempanius led, and theji 
to clofe again, in order to feparate ,them from the reft qt 
the Roman army. 

His orders were obeyed, and Tempanius, rufiiing ftili 
forwards, found himfelf at laft cut off from the main 
body of the Romans. He did hid utmoft to force his way 
toth ar» through the enemy's ranks 5 but not being able to break 
*** fsriiire their order, he retired to an eminence, and there drawing 
•L&1 u P n * s men in a circle, defended himfeff with incredible 

bravery, till night coming on, ended the cqnfli&. The 
brave Roman did not doubt that the enemy would renew 
the attack ^when the darknefs was difpetyed; and therefore 
encouraged his men, fince» they muft periih, to fell their 
lives dear : but he was much furprifed, when at day- 
break he faw ndther friends nor enemies. He could not 
imagine what was become of the two armies, which, a 
few hours before, had covered the plain. He wettfdpwn. 
with a few of his men to take a view, firft of fhe Vplfpian* 
and afterwards of the Roman camp. Not a man was to b^ 
feen, except the wounded who had not been able to follow 
the main body of their refpe&ive armies. Both Romans 
and Volfcians had fought till night ; but being equally 
afraid to renew the fight next morning, had quitted their 
camps, and retired to tjie neareft mountains. Tempa- 
nius, ndt knowing where the conful was retired with hi* 
troops, took up the wounded Romans, and marched 
ftrait to Rome, where he found the people aflemblcd* 
Some runaways, having reached the city before him, had 
feported, that the conful was defeated, and the whole 
body of cavalry cut in pieces. The tribunes of the peo- 
ple, thinking this a favourable opportunity of humbling a 
conful, obliged Tempanius to appear in the afiembly, be- 
fore he repaired to his own houfe, and afted him aloud 
feveral queftions concerning the conduft of Sempronius. 
Tempanius anfwered, " That it did not becojme a private 
officer to judge of the capacity of his general; that he had 
feen him fight at the head of his legions with great bra- 
very; and that, by what appeared to him upon a view of 
the field of battle, the Volfci liad loft at leafl; as many men 
as {he Romans. 

Natwith- 
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^ Notwithftandifig this favourable tetf «»ony of Tempa- 
£iii*s, L. HortenfiuS) one of the tribunes of the people, 
cited Sgqaprotuus, when the year of his confulate was ex- 
pired, to anfwer for his <condu& in the late battle ; but 
when he appeared upon his trial, TempariiqSj who had 
been chofep triune of the people, with three other offi- 
cers pf rj*e hqrfe, generoufly became hip advocates, and 
alked their colleague, why he profecufced a Wave general, 
whom he could reproach with nothing but bad fortune. 
" Sempfojpius (faid they) was our general and our fa-* 
ther ; and therefore, like true children, we will appear 
in thf habit of criminals as well as he ; and, as we have 
{hajed his fortune, partake of his difgrace, if any befals 
; fcim." u No (replied Hortehfius) die Roman people 
4haU nerer fee their tribunes in mourning. I have done ; 
I have .nothing farther to fay againft a general, who un- 
derffood fo well how to gain the afieftion of his foldiers." 
Thus he dropped his accufation ** Seiqpronius, and his 
colleague Fabius, had been fucceeded by military tribunes, 
L. Manlius, Q^Antonius, L. Papirius, and L. Servilius ; 
but this year Rome, having fuch moderate tribunes of the 
people, returned to her ancient form of government, and 
chofe, without any difturbance, T. Qgindius Capitolinus, 
Ion of the famous Q^Capitolinus and Numerius Fabius 
confuls \ 

The peace afforded the new tribunes an opportunity of 
railing disturbances about the quseftorfhip. Hitherto there 
had been .only two quseftore, and thofe ehofen annually 
from among die patricians* Their office was, to collect 
the taxes, defray the expences of the war, and to keep 
accompts of the receipts and diftmrfements of the public 
money, for which they were anfwerable. To this time 
they had always refided in Rome : the confuls therefore 
propofed, that two new qu&ftors fhould be added, to at* 
tend the generals in the field, take an account of the 
fpoils, fell the booty, and provide for the fubfiftence of 
the army. This motion was received with great applaufe 
by the fenate and people ; but when it came to be paffed 
into a law* the tribunes demanded, that two of thofe ma* 
giftrates fhould always be plebeians. The fenate was 
willing, that, in the ele&km of quasftors, as in that of 
military tribunes, the people {hould, if they thought 
proper, choofe as many plebeians as patricians ; but the 
tribunes obftinately requiring) that the people fhould not 

* Lir. lib. iv. cap* 38«~4i» Val. Max, lib. vi. cap. 5, * Liv* 
ibid* cap. 43, 
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be left at liberty to choofe plebeians or patricians, the, 
fenate thought it advifeable, rather than fubmit to thh 
condition, to dr6p the motion. The tribunes, by way of 
revenge, protefted againft holding the comitia for electing 
confuls, and infilled on having military tribunes for the 
next year. The obftinacy of the twcr parties threw the* 
republic. into anarchy, the tribunes oppofing even the fe* 
nate's meeting to name an interrex. 

After warm difputes, the tribunes agreed to the nomi- 
nation of an interrex ; and the fenate chofe for that ot 
fice L Papirius Mugellanus, who, by expoftulations and 
foft perfuafions, brought the contending parties to this 
compromife, that the fenate fhould fuffer the people to 
choofe military tribunes inftead of confuls ; and that the 
tribunes of the people fhould allow the tribes to beftow 
the quaeftorfhip either on patricians or plebeians. Not- 
withftanding all the cabals and fedhious harangues of the 
tribunes of the people, not only the military tribunes but 
the quaeftors, were chofen from the patricians only, though 
onr of the tribunes had propofed his brother, and the 
other his fon. The tribunes, enraged at this preference, 
were bent upon accufing A. Sempronius, who had pre- 
sided at the election, of fome" unfair dealing in taking 
the votes ; but as he was a man of known probity, and 
one of the military tribunes, they turned their refentment 
againft C. Sempronius, his coufin-german, who had not 
been acquitted on his former trial, though the profecution 
had been dropped at the requeft of Tempanius. He was 
again cited to appear at the end of twenty-feven days* 
during which time he conftantly attended the fenate, and 
zealoufly oppofed the requeft of the tribunes concerning 
the diftribution of lands. With the fame fteadinefs be 
behaved on his trial, and pleaded his caufe with great 
eloquence. Notwithftanding the folicitations of the fe- 
nate, and the united teftimonies of many officers, who 
ferved under him, he was fined fifteen thoufand afes of 
brafs y. Soon after a Veftal, who, by the levity of her 
conduct, had brought herfelf under a fufpicion of incon- 
tinency, was tried befqre the pontifices, and acquitted; 
but the pontifex maximus admonifhed her to be more re- 
fer ved for the future ". In the following military tribune- 
fhip of Agrippa Menenius, Sp. Nautius, P. Lucretius, 
and C. Servilius, a plot was formed by the flaves to fet 
fire to the city, and feize the Capitol ; out the fecret be- 
ing discovered by fome of the confpirators, the evil con- 
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:&qttende§ of it were prevented. The next year, when 
hthe republic was governed by three military tribunes only, 
rM. Papirius, C. Servilius, and L. Sergius, Labicum, a 
city of Latium, about fifteen miles diftant from Rome, 
revolted, and entered into an alliance with the JEqui ; 
who, after having pillaged the territory of Tufciilum, en- 
1 camped at the foot, of Mount .Algidus. Two of the mi- 
'litary tribunes were now ordered to take the field, while 
' the third ftipuld remahxin Rome.; but each of tbe three, 
' flunking himfelf the moft capable of commanding the 
army, defpifed the Jef* glorious jemployment of governing 
the city. The fenate was offended to fee three magiftrates, 
whofe duty it was to take care of the intereft of the re- 
public, facrifice it to their ambition ; but no one of that 
body had weight enough to end the difpute. At length 
QjServilius, who had been formerly dictator, interpofing 
bis paternal authority, commanded his fon O Servilius to 
remain at home ; and Cains, though de£ro*s of com- 
manding the : army, and raifed, above his father by the 
office he then bore in the. republic, obeyed, without View- 
ing the leaft reluctance. 

The two generals agreeing no better in the field than 
in tbe city, the army under their command was drawn 
into an ambufli, and entirely defeated. In conference 
of this difafter, the fenate ordered a dictator to be created : 
and young Servilius nominated his father, who appdtnted 
him general of the horfe. The father and fen* leaving 
Rome, at the. head of a numerous body of forces, en- 
camped within two miles of the enemy ; and, a few days 
after* attacked them, put their army to flight, took La- 
bicum* tbeir place of refuge, by ftorm, and, returning 
to Rome eight days after he had left it, refigned his of- 
fice a . 

The republic enjoyed profound peace under the fuc- 
ceeding military tribunes, P. Lucretius, L. Servilius, 
Agrippa Menenius, and Sp. Veturius. But the next year, 
when A. Sempronius, M. Papirius, Q^Fabius, and Sp. 
Nautius, governed the republic, the tribunes of the peo- 
ple revived the old quarrel about the <diflribu*i®n of lands 
Sp. Maecilius, and Sp. Metilius, who were at the head of 
the factious plebeians, pretended, that the patricians had 
nfurped the lands they enjoyed ; and therefore propofed 
a new divifion of them between the nobility and the 
cpmmon people. The fenate met frequently to concert 
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meafures for defeating this propofal. Apptiif Cfc*udifi# 
propofed gaining over fome of the college or the tribunes,- 
as the only remedy againft thqir tyranny* Hid advice 
was received with great applaufe, and put in execution 
with fuccefs ; for the fathers, applying thernfeives to- Ate 
tribunes, by entreaties and rerhowftranqes, gained ovei fi* : 
' of the ten to oppofe the promulgation of die kw^ fo 
that Ma?ciljus and Metilius were obliged to d*op their 
petition K The fame good underftandmg was maitttaift* 
ed all the next year between the fernate attdfittne 6$ Cb6 
tribunes, when Cornelius Coffers* QjiUl&iUs* CMncithiatuSji 
Valerius Volufus, and' Fabius V&oiaMiSi Wfcrfc military 
tribunes. But in themilitary trifetfneflirpeP Q^ Fabhw, 
Cn. Cornelius, P. fofthumiosy atidfLt Valgus, rife affair 
of the agrarian law was reviveaV 
$*la taken The Mx\\x\ having retaken Bola, a little tow*, wtnch 
% th * , the Romans had' lately ferzed, P. Pofchumius, o#e of' the 
fZlnX mnitarytribunes, was fem with an army to re*> W it, 
the Romans. After tome fltirtttiibee with the enemy in the fifeld, he 
in-veftedich* place, aildi to encourage his men', prontHed 
to diftribute the plunder among ttiern, if they took the 
' town. Thfe place wa% fbtftP after carried by affault j but 
the general* who detefted the plebeians, of 'whom* the 
. greateft part of his arrhy conftfted, broke his ptftfrAifej and 

delivered all the fpoil into the hands of the cfireeftbrs, and 
thereby alienated the hearts of the arrriy fram him. In 
the mean rime Sextius, one of the tribunes of the people, 
hawing revived the atfattfof the agrarian law, Pofthurnius 
was fent for tt> Rorfte, to a^ffift his colleagues iri oppofiiig 
Mtom!*! this meafure* As- he was- remarkably obfiSflate, or* his 
thpwpU arr * va * ^ e * et * man y inconfidferate expreffibns drop' in the 
'" p prefence of the euriee* Sextius havings propofed a : decree 
for dividing the city of Bola, and its territory, among the 
foftiiers who had made that conqueft, Pofthumitfe, in a 
violent patflion* exclairffedj i€ Woe be t6 my men, if any 
fuch thing be done." Sextius perceiving* by this exprel- 
fion, the temper of the' general, took pleasure in ckaf- 
peratfng him, and making him ufe many exprefliofifr of- 
fenfive to' the people and' foldiers. Then the crafty, tri- 
bune* turning to the people, upbraided them for tninfc- 
injg fuch a man' more worthy of thtf offiee of military tri- 
bune than their own tributes* wrifcfe whole buflnefs- w*s- 
to' procure t/hem lands, boufefs, arid a cofnfcrtabV rttfeat 
irf theit old age. His artful' difcourfe leflfenedlthe p*r# 

* |dem ibid; & cap. +9. 
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GMty of At jteoplfc for the nobility in the ele&ibns ; but 
when the threats of Pbfthumus were related in the camp, 
the foldfers began to mutiny ; and becaufe P. Seftius, one ^f^* 
of tfte quaeffi6rs; ordered a lifior to feize a foldier who JJJr '"ampt 
was rtiore fhutiftbus than the reft, his companions not 
oftly reflfutfd Mm, bul? one of therh wounded the qua^ftor 
with' a 1 ftbtW. Pofthtimius,* inforrned' of this tumult, 
halteried to the caftip ; but', iriftead of appeafmg the (edi- 
tion, iftfcre'afed it by his urifeaforiable feverity. He com- 
manded the* moft' guilty of the mutineers to be thrown 
into a'fliallbw water, to be there covered with hurdles, 
and theri prefl&l to d'eath. As this was a flow kind of 
death', which made the criminals cry out in .an affecting 
manner, the foldiers refcued them 1 from the Hahtis of the 
executioners. The gerieral, in a tranfport of rage, left 
Ms tribiihfca, broke through the crowd, and', being attend- 
ed by his lienors, endeavoured' to dtfperfe the multitude; 
Wit' the (blH^rsT oppofed' force wittr force, and^ bemg 
wVbiigKt li^tb'fury, threw dories at their general, arid 
fcilifed'Mrri ob tfie fpdt This was the firft inftance of a anJHtg 
cbfrfirlaSdeY Killedby Hi* troops, frorn the foundation of their **' 
KorAe* wraL 

The ftffate, fearing left the jieoplfe, in orddr td fcreen 
the murderers, fliould chufe military tribunes for the ricxt 
yfear from their* own" body, endeavoured' to get cotifulfc* 
detSted, and, after warm debates, ( prevailed! A. Corrie- 
litls' Cbflus, and IL. Furius MedUllinus, Were raifed to 1 
that dignity. As they were riien of great prudence and' 
nibderatiori; they Were Uhanirhoufly named by the fenate, 
pfopley and'arrhy, to prbfedute the foldiers who had mur- n * mutin* 
dfered' their general ; whidi tafk they perfbrrhed With fucb %$m 
drctifrifpe&ion, for feair of driving the army to an open 
revolt, that thofe few who died, fell by their own hands, 
attd not by the axes of the li&ors. Nothing remarkable, 
ekCdpt a plagiie and famine,. happened in the' three fol- 
lowing eonfulatesjof Q^Fabius, and C. Furius, of M. 
Papirius' and C. Nautius, of M. iEmilius and C; Vale- 
rius. 

But 4 in the confuiate of Cn. Cornelius, and L. Furius, Yr. of Fl. 
a'fecond time, the tribunes of the people, efpecially three A ,9J £. 
of the Icilian farhily, who were more aftive than the reft, !*,/ r# 
prfevailed upon the people to ufe the liberty allowed them u. c! 337.. 
hy the laws, and to cHoofe three plebeians into the quae- 1 ■ 

ftbrihip.< The Ifcilii, having carridd this point, encou- 

c Liv, lib, if. cap. 49, 5b. Zonar. Annal. lib. ? ii. 
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raged the plebeians to oppofe the ele£Uon of confute $' 
hoping, that fome of their body might be raifed to the 
military tribunefhip, as they had been to the quaeftorfhip. 
The difputes grew warm, when news were brought, that 
the iEqui and Volfci were again in motion, and had re- 
taken Carventum. It was. therefore neceffary to raife 
forces, in order to flop their progrefs ; but the tribunes 
• obftinately oppofed the levies, till the fenate confented to 
the ele&ion pf military tribunes 5 but, to difappoint the 
Icily, they added this claufe to their decree, that no tri? 
bune of the people mould either be chofen a military, tri? 
bune, or continued in his office for the next year. A$ 
the tribunes could npt obje& to this reftri£Hon without dis- 
covering their ambition, troops were raifed without op-. 
pofition ; and though Carventum was not recovered, the 
city of Verrugo was taken from the Volfci, and fome 
other advantages gained over that people a . 

In the mean time the eleftion of the military tribunes 
approaching^ the patricians engaged fome plebeians of no 
merit or weight to ftand candidates. The people, dif- ft 
gufted at their meannefs, and afliamed to fee them ftand 
in competition with fenators and confulars of the firft 
rank, gave all their fuffrages to the nobles, and chofe 
three patricians, C. Julius lulus, P. Cornelius Coflus, and 
C. Servilius Ahala. During their adminiftration the 
TkePolfd Volfci renewed the war, and having engaged fome of the 
renew the ^ w ^\]\ QS f ^ ne republic to join them, encamped near 
^ r * An£jum. The fenate, apprehending the" republic to be in 

grea$ danger, ordered a di&ator to to be nominated; but 
as the fchree military tribunes had already drawn lots for. 
tfie conimand of the army, which had fallen to Julius and 
" • . CorneliuSi thofe two generals, offended at the diftruft the 

fathers had jhewed of their conduft, refufed to name a 
di&ator. In fhis emergency, the fenate complained to 
the tribunes of (be people, as they had done before upon 
the like occafiqn, and defired them to interpofe their au- 
thority : but they 'rejected the propofal with difdain. 
" Who" are we (faid they), but contemptible plebeians* 
r - fcarce to be reckoned in the number of men,, much lefs 

of Roman citizens ? Wh$n the honours and dignities of 
.-? •' the republic are made common^ to us with the patricians, 

. t we fliall take care that no proud magiftrate difobeys the 
** decrees of the fenate : till then you rriuft expe£l no affiftr 

' ai^e from us." This refufal perplexed the fenate 5 but at 

* I/iv. lib. jv. cap. 51, $a. 

length 
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fetigth C. Servilius, the third military tribune, extricated 
I them out of the prefent difficulty, by taking upon him to 
i %£t alone, and to name a dictator. The perfon he raifed 
\ tp that high ftation was P. Cornelius Rutilus, who ap- 
pointed him to be general of the horfe. The dictator P. Cont- 
I took the field, gained a complete victory over the Volfci, /««/ Rutting 

and, returning to Rome* laid down his office. Upon his &**** * 
■ refignation, the military tribunes refumed the functions of c ^^f 
their employment ; and, to be revenged on the fenate for over th* 
the treatment they had met with, without confulting the Foifcu 
fathers, ordered the centuries to affemble for the election - 
of military tribunes againft the enfuing year. The patri- 
! cians, alarmed at this ftep, had recourfe to a new artifice, 
to prevent the government from falling inttrthe hands x>f 
the plebeians. They obliged the moft illuftrious members 
of their own body to (land candidates ; fo that, norwith- 
ftanding the utmoft efforts of the tribunes, four patricians 
of diftinguifhed merit were chofen, namely, C. Valerius, 
C. Cervilius, Lucius Furius, and Fabius Vibulanus*. 
! The truce with the Veientes being expired, the Romans 

fent feciales to demand fatisfa&ibn for the injuries they 
had formerly done the republic ; but the feciales, meeting 
on the road envoys from Veii, at their requeft, proceeded 
| no farther. Thefe envoys, being admitted into the fenate, 
! reprefented that their city, being at prefent disturbed by 
[ ^ dpmeftic broils, was not in a condition to give the fatif- 

fa&ion required. Thefe difienfions gave the Romans a Generofity 
favourable opportunity of attacking their old enemies ; */ tk* *•- 
but they had too much generofity, as Livy obferves, to mans * 
take 'advantage of trie misfortunes of a rival ftate. The 
Volfci retook Verrugo from the Romans the fame year, 
and put the garrifon to the fword ; but the military tri- 
bunes, having furprifed the Volfci, while they were dif- 
perfed. about the country, in queft of booty, cut them all 
tp pieces f . 

. In the following tribunefhip of C. Cornelius, L. Vale- 
rius, Cn. Cornelius, and Fabius Ambuftus, all patricians, 
the Veientes having infulted the Roman ambafTadors, and 
driven them out of their city with contempt, the fenate^ 
ordered a declaration of war againft them to be immedi- 
ately propofed to the people ; but the tribunes oppofed the v 
levies, on the old pretence of the agrarian Taw. However, * 
it was agreed, that three of the military tribunes fliould 
Jead an army againft the Volfci \ who, at the approach pjf 

e Liv> lib. iv. cap. 58. Hdejp ibid. 

the 
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tie legions, left *the- country open tb be* f5l!age<& ^ttrf 

Roman generals, having divided their afliiy into' three! 

bbdies, rriade ineurfrons. into it on three different fides* 

Fabiue laid fiege to Anirur, and, having- taken it by ftonti, 

divided the fpoil* equally among the foldler*s>* of the three 

armies. This genefofity paved the Way for a 4 ree6itci~ 

liation between the nobility and the peeple, which' Was* 

entirely completed by a decree of thefettttffcy that, fbf die 

future, the Roman infantry fliotild be maintained in tile 

field at the public expfcnee ■*. 

Yr. of SI. Hitherto all the citizens had been o&iged to ferve in 

AntVchr. war at their own' chargfes, and often' t<* tftfc tain or 1 their 

40 g. * families. The fenate,. therefore,* refla&iilg on the difbr- 

. U. C. 340. dfers which were occafioned by their reftifing to iftilft 

; themfelves even- for the mod necellar? wars*, d&reed, 

Theinjan- t^t the foot fhoold have payout of the*jttbttff iribtttty} 

#0 >rtati* an{ j that, to fUppty tHir expettte, a* new* ta* fhoulti be 

r 3% rarfed', from which no citiafeh flioul* be exempt k (BX 

Upon the news of this* decree,' the pfcbttte, .tfetlf^Oried> 

, with joyi ran in crouds from all parts to t&J fettaW-ffmule, 

and, killing the hands of the iterators j <Sa1lfed<ftidrh' the trtoe 

fathers of the people ; profeftlttg^ at? the fame tittfe v tHa* 

they would fpiii the lift drop of thfeir bfcfod for their 

country, which they now looked .upon a& a- teride* nto*. 

ther; but the tribunes of the pebplei difliMrig tbfr uritott 

of the two order*,- which prevented therff frfcm rtVaWttg a : 

figure in the fcate, endeavoured to ■ depreciate the favour. 

They infinuated to the T people,- that thisriay was to cbme 

- out of their own pocket? ; that it Was not juft to make 

thoft citizens^ who hatl completed the time of their fer- 

vice at their owh charge, contribute to thefuppiort of the 

* new foldiers-; and that they Would pK>t<*a all thbfe who 

fliould refufe to pay the tarf. However, as* the fenators 

began by laying great- funis on themfelves, Whidi they 

paid readily, according to the real value of their e dates, 

the common people follbwedtheir example, without fliew* 

ing the lead uneafinefs *. 

z Li v. lib. iv. cap. 4S, 49. * Idem ibid, * Idem ibid* 

Zonar. lib. vii. Plin. lib. xxfciiL &p; 3. 

(B) What pay was given at a centurion double that pay, 
this time to each foldier, we and a horfeman treble. Two 
find no where recorded; but oboli were about the third 
inPolybius's time, that is,ih part of an Ahic drachma, 
the time of theifceotfd Martha- which was worth v feven-petoce* 
ginian war, each foot-foldier three farthings of our mo- 
was allowed tW6 oboli a day, ney. 

Tbe 
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-The fewater, finding themfelvea^n a conditio fermaJn- 
tarirt an army abrfcad* as- long ad tfcey* pte*fed> formed g*eBt< 
defigns* A\\ optf&fition to the Itevies being at an endy 
they refolded to befiege Veiiy one of the ftrongeft place*' 
of Italy, in hopes of making themfdvee mafters of » new* 
city and' territory large* than their' owtt. Before they- emM 
barked in this great undertaking,' ttife people being affertw 
He<», ffnatthnou% voted for a War, and! chbfe, for the 5 
feft tiftiei fix niwitary tribunes* all patricians; namely,* 
C. Julias lulus, C. /Emiltos Maniereinu*, T. Qtota&iuB* 
Capftdlnius, L* Purius Metftillirtus, Q^Quin&itis €in-> 
ckftiatusi and 'A. Manlius Vulfo CapltotttHifc k . Some' of 1 
thefe remained at home, while others tookfhe field agafttlte 
the Veierftes, whb, declining * hartley (hut tfoehiTelves 
u£ in their cityT, The Rbrttensinvefterf it ; btttf tfeefe wW *fc/fc- 
Ifctfe a&ion this year, an* left the following, when P. «*»'>*- 
CdrtWEus Maiugeriettfls, Sp. Nbutiu* Ratilius, €ri* Co*« *& Fttt * 
ndiUs Cofius* G. Valerius PorttUB, C. JafeliM' A^buThi^V 
aftd M. Sergius Ffaen&tf, Were iftititafy tfibruttesi thefts 
w*rfe oblige* to <fivid^ thei? attft? into twd' bodies? $< otf# 
of *hich coittiriUe* btfofe Veil, and' the other ihdfctflai! 
againft the Volfci, defeated'tfiamy ttx* and rafed'tfte &f 
of Artetiaj aiid thetf fcjoine<£ thtf fotces left at the • flfcge K 
T?he furceedmg military fributlefy- M: jfiitfilius* M. Va^ 
nu$, Ap. Claudius, grandfon of the dec'crnvir,- L. Julius^ 
M: Qflirittius, and Ji\ -^afletftte, ptifhed'on the fiegS with 
gtfeat vigour. In the nieatt time the Vefchtes, changing f^ y^ tfU 
tfreir'form of government 1 , chofe a* king; a nieafure which tes chooft * 
{§ dW^teafed tfee other ft'atfcs of Hetrurifci-'that they re^ king. 
fufed to fend them any fuccdurs; If was at this fiege 
tftatf tfte Rbmans are fuppofed to haVe invented linens 5 of 
cifeumvallatioA arid 1 cohtravallatidn ;« at' Jeaft', this te the 
firft time we flhd v thehi mentioned in hiftory. They for- 
tified theii* campbSthon tHe fide of the city they inveftfed,- 
td prevent Allies', and 6& the fide of the country,- to 4 
gtfard 1 agtfinflf ally foccours wMicH the Hefr urians might* 
ftnd- to the befifeged. 1?he military tiribtmcfe, cohfideririg' 
tkfo* Veii could rtot be taken but- after a- long (lege, and* 
then not fo much by force- as by ffemirie, refolved, as the The Roma* 
troops were now 1 more; at their oorhmarid, tb l ldeep« th'e r army kept 
ahny inthe field all' wiritet, in wooden barrack^ covWed* inthe f eid 
wfth fltins: To this defign the foldiers made no oppofii ' m 

tkm, chbofirig rather todive in the c^rffp afthe exptenteoP 
the public than* in v Rbme at 1 tSeir own*' bnt the* tHbliiie^ 

kLiv.ibiflTC^i^it ' ^ Idem ibid. 

of 
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of the people, difliking a pfojeA which kept grea't ntirn>- 

bers of their adherents out of Rome, and confequently 

leflened the ftrength of their party in the comitia, aflem- 

bled the tribes, and inveighed bitterly againft the military 

tribunes, accufing them of ambitious defigns and cruelty, 

in keeping the troops all winter in the field. Appius, 

whom the other military tribunes had left at Rome, in a 

long fpeech to the people, expofed the feditious and un- 

reafonable condu£k of the tribunes. The people gave no 

" attention to Appius's remonftrances ; but a lofs which the 

befiegers fuftained before the place, animated the pie* 

beians, more than his prudent difc$urie, to purfue the 

fiege with vigour. 

The Vet- The Veientes, in a fally, furprifed the'Romans, flew s 

**£'/T " great number of them, fet fire to their machines, and 

i/A. ' *jrincd, * n a f ew hours, the work of many days. Thi*. 

• # . misfortune, inftead of finking, the fpirits of the Romans, 

infpired them with new courage. The citizens,: who had 

wealth enough to be placed in the.firft ,c|afr atnong the 

knights, but had not yet received horfes fton> the republic 

(which ceremony was neceflafy to make a xt\m a knight), 

went in a body to the fenate, and offered to mount the$i- ' 

felves at their own expence, and ferve at the fiege of Veil. 

The fathers accepted the offer ; and tl\e : people, following 

the example of the new knights, declared themfelves ready 

to ferve, and fupply the places of tjie fokliers who had 

ttt.cavaU been killed. The fenate ordered the fame pay to be given 

nreceive to t jj e volunteers as to the reft of the army, and decreed 

&*' at the fame time, that the cavalry likewife ihould receive. 

pay out of the public treafury m . 

The ele£Hon of new military tribunes furnifhed the 
army with new generals. The fix chofen were, C. Ser- 
vilius, Q^Sulpitius, Q^ Servilius, A. Manlius, L". Virv 
ginius, and Manius Sergius- The fiege of Veii was car- 
ttegetii- ried on by the' two latter ; but as thefe two generals could 
ralsdif* not agree, each of them had a body of trpops underpins 
V # command, and, as it were, a fepar^te army. Sergius 

commanded the attack, and Virginias covered the fiege* 
While the army was thus divided, the Falifci and Cape- 
nates fell upon Sergius, and, at the fame "time, the be- 
fieged fal lying out, attacked him $n the other fide. The 
Romans under his command, thfSking they had all the 
forces of Hetruria to contend with, began to lofe courage, 
and retire* Virginius could have fared his colleague's 

• Liv# lib. iv. cap. x— $, 
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troops, for his forces were ranged in order of battle at a 
fittajl diftance 5 but Sergius was too proud to fend to him * 
for fuccour; and Virginius, though not unacquainted 
with his danger, refolved not to fend him any unlefs he 
afked it. Thus the public good was facrificed to private 
pique. The enemy made a dreadful (laughter of the Ro- Tht Ro- 
mans in their lines ; but Sergius havingfthe good luck to *P* W rouim 
efcape, fled to Rome, not fo much to juftify his own con- '*}'$*** 
du£fc as to complain of that of his colleague. In confc- 
quence of his complaint Virginius was recalled, and both 
commanders were ordered to give an account of their con- 
du£k to the fenate ; where they inveighed againft each 
other with great acrimony. The confcript fathers thought Mthtm* 
it advifeable to make a decree, that all the military tri- to*? * r * m 
bunes of that year fliould lay down their dignity, and h ™"°f 
the people immediately proceed to a new ele&ion. The f^cedu 
four, who "were innocent, made no oppofuion to the abdUttc* 
decree ; but thofe two, on whofe account it had been 
made, protefted againft it; declaring, that they would 
not refign their authority before the ides of December, 
the due time for its expiration. The tribunes of the peo- 
• pie, thinking this a favourable opportunity for them to 
appear again, and make fome figure, threatened, with an 
air of authority, to fend the ,two refra&ory magiftrates 
to prifon, if they did not obey the fenate. But Servilius 
Ahala, one of the military tribunes, after having feverely 
reprimanded the tribunes of the people for treating his . 
colleagues in fo haughty a manner, declared, that if Ser- 
gius and Virginius continued ohflinate, he would name 
a di&ator n ^ The two magiftrates, finding it fruitlefs to 
refill any longer, abdicated their magiftracy ; and the peo- 
ple chofe fix new tribunes, namely, L. Valerius, L. Ju- N* 1 ** &*• 
lius, M ^Emilius, Cn. Cornelius, Caefo Fabius, and Fu- hu £i* 
rius Camillus. Thefe new magiftrates were .ordered to 
re-commence the fiege of Veii 5 but when the troops came 
to be raifed, the tribunes of the people kindled frefli 
broils, by difluading the old foldiers from paying the taxes, 
a$ if they were exempted^ from that burden by being in- 
lifted. The difturbances raifed on this occafion were fo 
great, that the tribes could not agree in the choice, of more 
than eight new tribunes of the people 5 however, the ma- 
jority of thefe eight named two more, in defiance of the 
Treboniari law. This incident afforded C. Trebonius, 
one of the prefent tribunes, an opportunity of drawing 

a Liv. lib. v. cap. fr. 
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the difpJeafure of the peofie jupoji.-thrjee of his colleague* } 
but they diverted the hatred of the public from tkem- 
ielves, by turning it .agai&ft Sergius and Virginius, 4&e -two , 
generals of the laft year, who wore both cited before tjbe 
people/ and condemned to pay a jgrcat fine for miCcon- 
Ilu<ft. This profecution had the defigned effeft ; for the 
people were fo intent upon it t thjit they forgot the Trebo- 
jiian law, and every otfher caufe of eppofitiqn °. 

The tribunes renewed the domtfftic broils, and pro- 
polled two laws; the firft requiring a partition of the 
Jands as formerly* the fecond exenfing the people from 
a#y ipore contributions towards the pay of the foldiers $ 
and, in fa& 9 they would not fuffer them to pay the taxes; 
fo that the legions, being deprived of their fubfiftence, 
ApUbnan began to mutiny. But at length all was quieted, by choof- . 
/i/^Tv ^2 a pkhekfl mto *ke military tribunohip. H» hm* 
Im**, ttm v * s P" Licinius Calvus. Tbe other fiw were, P. Melius, 
P. Mscnius, $p. Furius, L. Titinius, and L. Publilius. 
hldalue, though a plebeian, was an old fenator; for, 
Come time fince, the confiderable plebeians had begun to 
' be admitted into the fcnate. The tribunes of the people 
.were fo much rejoiced to fee a plebeian raifed to the fa- 
pre.aje magiftracy, that they dropped their oppofition to 
the tax ; fo that the foldiers, receiving their pay, refunded 
their courage, made thernfelves matters of Anxur, which 
belonged to the Vojfci, and carried on the fiege of Veji 
.with great resolution and perfeverance, though they fuf- 
feredniuch from the fevere cold of the winter p. 

Licinius having difcharged his truft with univerfal ap- 
Ftvepk- probation, the centuries chofe, for the year following, 
b$iatfs mi- live military tribunes out of the plebeians, and only M. 
%*****' Veturius of the patricians. Thefe five were, C. Dui- 
lius, L. Atinius, Cm Genucius, M. Pomponms, and Vo- 
lero Publilius. Their adminiftration proved glorious ; for 
they carried on the fiege of Veii with vigour, and entirely 
defeated the confederate forces of the Falifci and Ca- 
tenates, who qime to the relief of the befieged city ; but 
the extreme coldnefs of the weather changing of a fudden 
to exceffive heat, occafioned a mortality both among men 
jmd cattle (C). fa 

* Liv. lib. v. Cffcp. 9, ip« P Jdem i #d. cap. 1 1,%*. 

(C) Hereupon the Sibylline beds were placed in a temple 
books being conf nlted, 1 the du- round a plentiful table; and 
umviri pretended to find there the flatues of Apollo, Latona, 
a new fort of expiation.' Three J)'m&% Hercules, Mercury, 
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•In the mean time the patricians, taking advantage of All the mi* 
tjhe prefent ftate of affairs to recover the chief offices of titty tri- 
tfce republic, and knpwjijg the fuperftition of the people, *>**"pA- 
xepcuted, #at the uncommon feverity of the laft winter, ******** 
and the prefent year's plague, were punifhments from the 
gqds^ who were dtfpleafed to fee all diftin&ionsof families 
^onfouncjed, and plebeians placed in the higheft office*. 
J$y thefe insinuations, and by propofing only fuch candi- 
dates to the centuries as were of fuperior merit, they dif- 
pofed them to favour the nobility : accordingly they re- 
ftored tjfc apilitary trihunefhip to the patrician order, rait- 
ing tp that office L. Valerias, L, Furius, M. Valerius, 
Q7 Sprviftijis, .Q^Sylpitius, and the famous Camillus, ail 
patrician'. JDuring their adminiftration, Rome w$s Th$lake 
aftpptfhed with a prodigy. It happened to be a very dry Alba »w« 
fiynmer; neyerthelefe the lake of Alba fwelled on a iud- fiw*. 
den Jto fuck a height, as to cover the tops of the rocks 
which furrowed it ; whereas it had never before reached 
to ttye foot of them- This, accident was much talked of 
jn the camp tejfore Veii ; and, as in Long fieges, the fol- 
jdier? op fcoth fides frequently become acquainted, they 
.talked of the prodigy from their different camps ; but ap 
ioldfoldier of the Veientes, while the others were making 
merry with t\p prodigy, cried out in an enthufiaftic man- 
ner, €t Veii fhall never be taken till all the water is run 
put of the lake of Alba/' A Roman centinel, who had 
great faith in divination, hearing him, afked who the old 
man was ; and being informed that be was a diviner, 
made him prifoner by a ilratagem, and carried him before 
.the Roman general, who fent him to the fenate. The 
old man declared, that what he had faid was agreeable to 
an ancient tradition written in fbme prophetic books of 
his country ; and that, if the Romans could draw the 
water out of the lake, Veii would be taken: but he ad- 
vifed them to take particular care, that the drains, which 

4 Liv. lib. v. cap. 14. 

and Neptune, taken down from friends, Grangers, and even 

their niches, laid on the beds, enemies ; all law-ftiits, dif- 

and ferved with magnificent re- putes, and animofnies were 

pads for eight days together, fufpended, and the very pri- 

Thefe public ceremonies were foners releafed, to partake of 

imitated in private families; the public diverfions (1). 
f very one kept open houfe for 

(x) Liv* lib, v. cap, 13. Sigonius & Pighiusin Fail, Capitol, 

(hould 
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fliouldbe made to carry it off, did not convey it to the fei* 
Though the fenate was unwilling to truft the affertion df 
the diviner, yet they thought the matter of fuch confe- 
quence, as to fend a deputation of three patricians to 
Delphi, to confult the oracle r . 

Thefe returned the next year, while L. Julius, L. Fu- 
rius, L. Sergius, A* Pofthumius, A. Manlius, and P. 
Cornelius, all patricians, were military tribunes. The 
anfwer of the oracle was, to the great furprize of the fe- 
nate and people, perfectly agreeable to the advice and 
prediftion of the old man. The fenate, therefore, im- ' 
mediately fent out pioneers to make a canal, which might 
carry off the waters of the lake, and convey them all ov£r 
the fields in trenches. This wonderful work fubfifts to 
this day, and the waters of the lake Albano run through 
it •. The ele£lion of. the prefent military tribunes being 
defeftive with regard to the auguries, they all abdicated, 
and, after a fliort interregnum, were fucceeded by fix 
new ones, all plebeians 5 to wit, L. Atinius, P. Melius, 
L. Titinius, P. Maenius, Cn. Genucius, and P. Licinius. 
Atinius and Genucius marched with fome troops to op- 
pofe a great body of Hetrurians, who were coming to at- 
tack the Roman intrenchments before Veii ; but the twd 
tribunes falling into an ambufh, Genucius was killed, and 
his colleague driven out of the field. The news of this 
defeat fo terrified the fenate, that they had recourfe to 1 
di&ator. M. Furius Camillus was accordingly raifed to 
that fupreme dignity. He named P. Cornelius Scipio for 
general of the horfe, and ordered new troops to be raifed. 
The people contended who mould firft lift under the 
banners of fo renowned a commander. The Latins and 
Hernici fent him a ftrong fupply of their beft troops; 
On his taking the field, he came to a battle with the 
united forces of the Falifci, Capenates, and. Hetrurians j 
and having entirely defeated them, fat down before Veif, 
and pufhed on the fiege with incredible vigour; but the 
befieged defending themfelves with more courage. than 
ever, • Camillus, defpairing to carry, by aflault, a place 
which had a whole army for its garrifon, had recourfe to 
mines and fapping. His pioneers, whom he divided into 
fix companies, relieving one another, and the work con- 
tinually advancing without interruption, a paffage under- 
ground was opened to the caftle. The dictator then 
thinking himfelf fure of conqueft, fent to the fenate, to 
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tcriOw ho^'they would have the fpoils of the city difpofed 
<of. The queftion was debated with great warmth \ Ap- 
.pius Claudius was for having the rich plunder of Veii 
-made a fund for the payment of the troops ; but Lie mi us, 
thinking that this would give rife to endleft murmurs and 4 

feditions, propofed, that the fpoils mould be divided be- 
tween the army and thofe citizens who ihould be in fhe 
camp when the town Was taken. This advice prevailed; 
and a decree was made, giving leave to all the citizens to 
go to the camp, and take their fhare of the booty. Ac- 
cordingly vaft numbers flocked thither* well armed, and 
joined the di£fcator*s troops in the attack '. 

The fignal being given for the aflault, part of the army Yr. of FL 
fcaled the walls, while the foldiers in the mine fallied out, f 949- 
and fpread themfelves in feveral bodies through the town. e Chr# 

One fell upon thofe who were defending the walls ; .an- tj. c 



349- 

An- 



other broke down the. gates 5 and the whole Rom^n army 
entering the city, put all thofe to the fword who did- not Veii taken, 
furrender their arms. Thus was the rich city of Veii *l ter ate * 
taken, like a fecond Troy, after a ten years fiegc. The J iar 'te*' 
booty, which was exceeding rich, was divided among the * 

foldiers ; but the prifoners of free condition were fold to 
the beft bidder, and the money arifing from thence, placed 
in the public treafury ; but though this was the only part 
of the fpoil from which the public reaped any benefit, 
the people murmured, and inveighed both againft the fe- 
nate and the di&ator. ; 

The difpleafure of the multitude was increafed with re- ^he people 
card to Camillus, by fome Angularities in the pomp of his tf**^** 
triumph $ for he entered the city in a magnificent chariot, tor * s C0Hm 
drawn by four horfes, milk-white, and coloured his face du8. 
with vermilion. White horfes, fince the expulfion of the 
kings, had been allowed only to. Jupiter and the Sun ; 
and the ftatues of the gods were commonly painted with 
vermilion. The people, therefore, in the midft of the 
praifes which they bellowed on the di&ator, could not, 
without a fecret indignation, behold him affe&ing a pomp, 
which put him upon a level with the gods. What ftill 
more incenfed the people, was his demanding back from 
them a tenth part of the fpoil of Veii, to discharge a vow, 
which he had made to Apollo juft before the aflault, and 
afterwards forgot. This ill-timed demand irritated the 
people againft him ; and the tribunes gladly feized fo fa- 
vourable an occasion of encreafing their prejudice. In 

* Liv- lib. v. cap. 18—20* 
Vol. X. N th« 
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jthe mean time, it was propofed to buy fuch a vafe o{ goM 
with the produce of what the foldiers returned} as might 
ihew Greece the magnificence of the Roman republic 5 
but there being little gold tc* be found in the city, the lar 
dies, of their own accord, contributed all their toys and 
ornaments, of which a vafe with two handle* was made, 
weighing eight talents, and three fenators were fent to 
Delphi with it. In return for this inftance of female ge- 
nerofity, the republic granted them two favours: 1. That 
funeral orations fhould be made for illuftrious women, as 
for great men. 2. That they fhould have leave to ride in 
chariots at the public games 1 *. 

Next year, the republic being under the government of 
fix military tribunes, P. Cornelius Coflus, P. Cornelius- 
Scipio, M. Valerius, Cxfo Fabius, L. Furius, and Q^Ser- 
vilius, all patricians ; Sicinius Dentatus, a~ tribune of the 
people, propofed, that half of the fenators, knights, and 
people of Rome, (hould go and fettle at Veii, The af- 
fair, according to cuftom, was carried befpre the fenate ; 
and the fathers, efpecially. Camillus, oppofed it with 
great warmth. They feared, that two fuch cities would, 
by degrees, become two different ftates, which, after a 
definitive war with each other, would at length fall a 
prey to their common enemies. They therefore protefted, 
that they would fooner die than confeitf to fo unreason- 
able a law. By this refolute behaviour, Camillus, and 
the other fenators, rendered this project abortive F . 

Notwithftanding the opposition made by Camillus tp 
this law, he was chofen one of the fix military tribniiea 
for the year following. His colleagues were, lu Furius, 
P. Cornelius Scipio, C. ^Emilius, Sp- Pofthumius, and 
TaUrii fc- I* Valerius. The conduct of the war againft the Falifci 
fegedby being committed to the care of Camillus, he befieged Fa- 
Camillus. lcn\ 9 their capital city, and furrounded it with lines ; but 
at fo great adiftance from the walls, that there was fuf« 
ficient room for the befieged to take the air, without 
danger. The Falifci had brought from Greece the cuftom 
of committing all their children to the care of one man, 
appointed to inftruct them in all the branches of polite 
literature, to conduct them into the fields for the benefit 
of the air, and fee them perform the exercifes proper for, 
their age. The children had ufed often to walk with 
their matter without the walls of the city before the fiege, 
sfcnd their fears of an enemy, who kept quiet, and at fuch 
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ft dtftarioe, wete not great cndugh to make therri difcon* 
tinue that exercifc afterwards. The fchoolmafter proved 
a traitor : he at firft led the youths only along the walls ; 
then he carried them a little farther ; and at length, when 
ft favourable opportunity offered, he led them through 
the guards of the Roman camp, quite to the generals 
tent. As they were the children of the beft families in 
the place, their treacherous leader, when he came into 
Camillus's prefence, addrefled him thus: ** With thefe 
children I deliver the place you befiege into your hands t 
they were committed to my care and tuition 5 but I prefer 
the friendship of Rome to my employment at Falerii." 

Camillus, ftruck with horror at this treachery, ordered 
his Hclors to ftrip the traitor, to tie his hands behind him* 
and to furnifh the youths with rods to fcouree him back 
again into the city. The Falifci, moved by this generous The Falifci 
action, immediately fent a deputation to Camillus, to /***«*/• 
treat of a furrender* though they had a little before pro- ***** 
tefted, that they would rather undergo the fate of the 
Veientes than lubmit to Rome. Camillus referred the 
deputies to the fenate, which they addrefled in the fol- 
lowing manner : t€ Rome, confeript fathers, has juft now 
gained a victory over us, which can never be ffiameful 
to us in the fight either of gods or men. We fubmit to 
you, from a perfuafion, that we cannot live more happily, 
than under the laws of a republic in which juftice and 
probity reign. The Romans and Falifci are this day giv- 
ing two great examples to pofterity ; yfca, in preferring 
juftice to victory ; we, in rather yielding to the charms of 
virtue than to the force of arms. We furrender ourfelves 
into your hands. Command the Falifci to lay down their; 
arms, to give you hoftages, and to receive a Roman gar- 
rifon : we will obey, and open our gates. We fnall 
never repent of fubje&ing ourfelves to your government ; 
nor (hall you ever have reafon to complain of our being 
unfaithful." The fenate heard this addrefs with pleafure ; 
but left to Camillus the terms of the peace which was to 
be made with the Falifci, not as a conquered people, but . 
as with a nation which voluntarily ftrbmitted to the do- 
ihinion of the republic. He therefore entered into an al- 
liance with them, and demanded only the expences of 
the prefent campaign. He then led back his army to 
Rome, where his foldiers increafed the number of his 
•nemies. They had promifed themfelves great riches front 
the plunder of Falerii ; and thinking Camillus had given 
the Falifci too favourable terms, ttiey conffdered their 

N 2 general 



iSo 



The Mqui 
defeated. 



New dif- 
tutbances 
at home* 



Confuts 
treated in* 
flead of 
military 
tribunes. 



fbe Roman Hiftory. 

general as an enemy to the people ; fo that their hatred 
to this hero encreafed with his reputation x . 

While Camillus was thus employed, two of. his col- 
leagues, /Emilius and Pofthumius, having united their 
forces, defeating the -/Equi ; but while the arms of the 
republic profpered abroad, new difturbahces were raifed 
"at home. When the time came for electing tribunes of 
the people, the multitude was for continuing thofe who 
had propofed the law for migrating to Veii j and the patri- 
i cians were refolded to re*elecl: thofe who had oppofed it $ 
but the former prevailing in the comitia by tribes, the 
promoters of the law were re-chofen* The patricians, in 
revenge, determined, if poffible, to reftore the confular 
government: accordingly, in the comitia by centuries, 
where they had mod fway, L. Lucretius Flavus, and Se- 
yerus Sulpitius Camerinus, were chofen confuls. Dur- 
ing their administration, Sicinius, the tribune, ufed his 
utmoft endeavours to get the law pafled for removing half 
the people and fenate to Veii. A. Vi/ginius and Q. Eom- 
pouius, twd of the tribunes of the people for the laftyear, 
who had oppofed it, were cited to appear before the 
tribes, and fined ten thoufand afes of brafs. The whole 
fenate was offended at this fentence, but efpecially Ca- 
millas, who advifed the confcript fathers to appear in 
the comitium, when the tribes aflembled to determine the 
affair, as men prepared to defend their temples, their 
houmold gods, and their country. Accordingly the pa- 
tricians by tears, intreaties, and the more powerful argu- 
ments drawn from religion, prevailed fo far, that the law 
was rejected, though by a majority of one tribe. The 
fenate was fo well pleafed with the people, that the next 
morning a decree was ptfed, affigning fix acres of the 
lands of Veii, not only to every father of a family, but to 
every fingle perfon of free condition. On the other hand, 
the people, delighted with this liberality,, made no oppofi- 
tion to the election of confuls. L. Valerius Potitus, and 
M. Manlius Capitolinus, were raifed to the confulate, 
and began their year by performing the vow made by £a- 
millus, when dictator, to celebrate the Great Games. 
Of thefe there were two forts, the one celebrated every 

J ear in the month of September, in honour of Jupiter, 
uno, and Minerva ; the other called Votive, or extra- 
ordinary, had no fixed day, and was celebrated in honour 
$f Jupiter only. This year the Volfinii, one of the twelve 
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5f etrurian nations, alarmed at the fate of Veil arid Faleril, 
took arms againft Rome, and, being joined by the Salpi- 
itates, made incurfions into the Roman territory ; but a 
contagious diftemper obliged the republic to fufpend her . 
revenge. The two c6nfuls being feized with it, the fuper- 
ftitious multitude imagined they had been inaufpicioufly 
chofen. They were therefore ordered by the fcnate to 
refign r . 

Upon their reflgnation an interregnum enfued, during j„ - mterm 
which the republic was governed by three prefidents, rtgnum. 
Valerius Potitus (not the conful), Camillus, and Corne- 
lius Scipio, who fucceeded each other for a few days. . 
Valerius held an affembly for the eleftion of fix military Military 
tribunes, ' (which fort of government was now re-eftabli(h- tnbuna 
ed), that, in cafe fome of the fupreme magiftrates fhould *ka*d 
be infe&ed with the contagion, there might ftilt be others aHrw * 
to take care of the public. By a cenfus taken this year, it 
appeared, that the number of citizens, able to bear arms, 
^mounted to one hundred fifty-two thoufand five hundred 
and eighty-three*. No wonder, therefore, that numer- 
ous armies were often raifed within the walk of Rome 
itfelf. The trbops, fince their receiving pay, were more 
obedient than, formerly to their commanders, who kept 
them in the field fummer and winter. They had never 
had a more gallant or experienced commander than Ca- 
millus. The frontiers of the republic were now extended 
above fixty miles beyond the Tiber, and the people feem- 
ed to be in a ftate of tranquility, and perfectly reconciled 
to thefenate: but thisunufual profperity was interrupted 
by the Gaul$ ; a memorable event, which almoft ruined 
the Roman nation. 

At this time envoys arrived a? Rome from the inhabit* 
ants of Clufium, imploring the affiftance of the republic 
•againft an army of Gauls, which had made an irruption 
into Italy, and now befieged their city. The occafion of ^ af U€M * 
the irruption and fiege was this : Arunx, one of the chief "^JJ . # - 
men of Clufium, in Hetruria, had been guardian to a ^ g!w/j; 
young lucumo, or lord of a lucumony, and had educated 
iiim in his houfe from his infancy. The lucumo, as foon 
as he was of an age to feel the force of paffion, fell in 
love with his guardian's wife, and found means to convey 
her away. Arunx endeavoured to obtain reparation for 
the injury he had received; bat the lucumo, by his in- 
bereft and money, gained over the magiftrates ; fo that tne 

r Lib. lib. v. cap, 49— '31. * Idem ibid. cap. 31, 3s. 
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injured guardiai^ finding no proteQors in Hetruria,re« 
fblved to make his application to the Gauls. iThe people 
to whom he. chqfe to addrefs himfelf were the Senone&$. 
and, in order to engage tbem in his xjuarrel, he acquaint* 
ed them with the great plenty of Italy, and. made them, 
tafte of fome Italian wines, The Senones thus allured and 
encouraged, refolved to follow his advice, A; numerous 
army was immediately formed, which, pafflng the Alp* 
under the-conduft of their Hetruxian guide, and. leaving 
the Celta? in Italy unmolefted, fell upon Umqria, and, 
poffeffed themfelves of* all the country from fcavenna to 
Picenum, They fpent, about fi* years, in fettling them-? 
(elves in their new acquifitiona, while the Romans wera 
carrying on the fiege of Veii, At length A run* brought 
the Senones. before Clufium, in order to befige that place, 
where his wife and her lover refided ? . 

The Romans, notwitb (landing the daily conquefts made 
by the Gayls, feem to have been under no apprehenfion 
qf any danger * for at. this time. Camillas, the only get 
neral they. had. capable, of making oppofition to fuch for- 
midatye^eighhours, wasaecufed by Apuleius, one of, the. 
tribunes of the people,, of ". having applied -to his pw»ufe 
fome fppils taken from the Hetrunans, particularly, ahrafs 
door brought fpom Veii. His friends, not finding them*- 
felves ftrong enough to protect him, promifed to pay the 
fine which ihouldoe laid upon him 5 but Camillus, hav«t 
ing too great a foul to bear the affront of a public con- 
demnation, retired from Rprae, and went, voluntarily 
intobaniflunent*, 

He was nx> fooner gone than the envoys, mentioned 
above, arrived. The fenate, being unwilling to engage 
in an open war with a people who had never offended 
them, fent an embaifyof three young patricians* all bro- 
thers, of- the Fabian family, to effeft an accommodation 
between the two nations. Thefe ambaffadors, being arrived 
at the camp. of the Gauls, and conducted into t;he council,. 
offered the mediation of Rome ; and demanded of Bren- 
Hus, the leader of the. Gauls, what injury the Qufini had 
done him 5 ox what pretenfions any people from a; re* 
mote country could have uponHetruria. Efennus anfwer* 
ed proudly^. that his right f lay. in his f word > and that all 
things belonged .to the brave; but that, without having 
rccpurfe to this primitive la.w of nature, he had a ? jufticora»v 
plaint againft the Qlufians, who, having raojee lands than < 
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titey could cultivate, hard refufed to yield to Mm thofe 
~ they left untitled. And what other motives had you, 
Romans (fold he), to conquer fo many neighbouring na- 
tions ? Yofcr have deprived the Sabine?, the Albans, the 
Fideaat&, thfe JEqui, and the Volfci, of the beft part of 
their territories: Not that we atecufe you of injufticej 
But it ifr evident that you cbiWdfered this as the prime and 
ihbft af&fent of all'laws,^ to ifcake the wdak give way to 
Ae ftrohgv Forbear, therefore, to intereit yourfelves fof 
<he Clufini ; or'allotf- Us tb take 'the part of the people! 
yoii ftaytf fubdiied *. 

The Fabii' Were provoked at fd haughty an anfwer? 
but, diflfembKhg their refentmenti defired leave to gcr 
into the ttiwri, under pretence ofconferrihg with the ma- 
giftratefc; But they 1 were no fooner admitted into th£ 
Jlace, than thej* begart' to excite the inhabitants to a vi- Theimfrw 

Sirbite'dkftitfce ; : and, forgetting tHeii* chara&er* they put dtnt *>'**• 
etffi-lves'atW head df the befieged in a fally, in which' ~ °f 
<£. Fabliis, th£ chief of the atfibafladors, flew one of the ££foT 
jmiici^al cfffi&hrs df the Gfcttte'. Provoked' by this outrage, dm. 
BretfntiSi caffitig the gods 1 to 4 witnefe the perfidioufhefs of 
the KcWAatiS, "arid their 1 violktmg the law of nations, im- 
rtied?ateiy' broke up the flege 1 of Chrfiufti; and marchedf 
fcHiirfcfy tb HfeMfe, having fent J alierM# before hirii tb de- 
irtendj rtidk'tftfof^ afribaffedoYs;* who had fo ihariifeftly vW 
JSfcetf tftfe law of nations, (hoirld be delivered into Iris hancjs* 
Th^'Rditian fenate was' per^toced betwefti their regard 
ibr tfrfetywof nations, and tHefir affe&ion H for the Fabii. 
THe #H£ft of the fenate th'ougWt'the demandeff the Gauls' 
juft'arfd reafortable ; however, as it concerned perfons of 
great ebnfeqtfence and credit, they referred the affair to 
twe petfple aflfewbled by curiae?. As the Fabian family was 
vtei-y popular; the curiae tf ere' fo far from condemning the 
three brothers, that, at the next eleftion of military tri*- 
fcunesi they were the firft chofen. Brennus, looking Brernnrnt 
upon the promotion of the Fabii as an affront on his na- marches j» 
tfbn, Kaftened his march to Home 4 . Rom$» . 

His army being very numerous, the inhabitants of the 
towite an*i villages, through which he pafled, left their 
habitations 'at his approach; but he made no halt, de- * 

daring that his defign was only to be revenged on the Ro» 
itians. The fix military tribunes, Q^ Fabius, Caefo Fa» 
blus, Oaius Fabius, Q^Sulpitius, (^Servilius, and Sextus 
Cornelius, marched oat of Rome at the head of forty 

• lit, lib, v. csp. 35. * Idem ibid. cap %6* 
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thoufand men, without cither facrificing to the gods, cm 
confulting the aufpices ; effential ceremonies among a peo-» . 
pie that drew their courage and confidence from the pro- 
pitious figns which the augurs explained. As mofi of 
the military tribunes were young, and men of more va-r 
lour than experience, they advanced boldly againft the 
Gauls, whofe army amounted to feventy thoufand effec- 
tive men. The two armies met near the river Allia, about 
fixty furlongs from Rome. The Romans, that they might 
not be furrourided by the enemy, extended their wings fo 
far as to weaken their centre. Their beft troops, to the 
number of tvpenty-four thoufand men, they pofted be- 
tween the river arid the adjbining. hills ; the reft they 
placed on the hills. The Cauls firft attacked the latter, 
who being foon put into confufion, the forces in the plain 
were ftruck with fuch terror, that they fled without draw- 
ing their fwords. In this general diforder, r$oft of the 
foldiers, inftead of returning to Rome, fled to Veii j fome 
were drowned as they endeavoured to fwirn crof$ the Ti- 
ber ; many fell in the purfuit by the fwords of the con- 
querors, and fome reached Rome^ which they filled with 
terror and ^onfternation, by reporting that all the reft 
were cut off. The day after the battle, Brennus marched , 
to the neighbourhood of Rome, and encamped qq the 
banks of the Anio. Thither his fcouts brought him ad- 
vice, that the gates of the city lay open, and that not one 
Roman was to Jre feen on the ramparts. This intelligence 
made him apprehenfive of fome ambufcade, as he could 
not fuppofe, that the Romans would abandon their city 
to be plundered and facked without making any refiftance. 
On this cpnfideratiorj he advanced ilowly, and bis deli- 
beration gave the Romans an opportunity to throw into 
the Capitol all the men who were fit to bear arms. They 
carried into it all the provifions they could procure ; and, 
that they might laft the longer, admitted none into the 
place but fuch as weire capable of fervice. 

As for the city, they had not fuflicient forces to defend 
it j and therefore the old men, women, and children, 
feeing themfelves abandoned, fled to the neighbouring 
towns. The Veftals, before they left Rpme, touok care 
to hide every thing appropriated to the gods, which they 
could not carry oflF. The two palladiums, and the facred 
fire, they took with them. When they came to the Janicu T 
lps, one Albinius, a plebeian, who was conveying his wife 
and children in a carriage to a place of fafety, feeing the 
facred virgins bending under their load, and their feet. 

yroundfd 
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grounded by the rough pavement, caufed his family to 
alight, put the priefteffes and their gods into the carriage, 
and conducted them to Caere, a city of Hetruria, where 
they met with a favourable reception. The veftals re- 
mained at Cxre, and there continued to perform the ufuaL 
rites of religion j and hence thofe rites were called cere* 
monies* While the reft of the citizens were providing 
for their fafety, fourfcore of the mod illuftrious men, ra-> Eighty <t#~ 
ther than fly from their native city, chofe to devote them- ** r *t> i ' 
(elves to death by a vow, which Fabius, the high pontiff, *'* f?°Jf 
pronounced in their names. The Romans believed, that to'dfatk 
by thefe voluntary devotements to the infernal gods, dif- 
Qrder and confufion were brought among the enemy. Of 
thefe brave old men fome were pontifices, others had been, 
•confuls, and others generals of armies, who had been ho-* 
noured with triumphs. To complete their faerifice with 
a folemnity and pomp becoming the magnanimity and 
conftancy of the Romans, they dreficd themfelves in -their 
pontifical, confular, and triumphal robe$ x and^ repairing , 

to the forum, feared themfelves there in their curulc- 
chaire, expe&ing the enemy and death, \yith the great;enV 
conftancy*. ^ r ,.; ^ ',. ./, ... ^ .•• - \ 

Brennus, having fpent thrse d^jjsinjifekfs precautions,, Brtnnui 
entered the city on tJig fourth day- after the Rattle. He f?" r/ 
found the gates open, -the walls without defence, and the- me * 
tioufes without inhabitants. Rome appeared to him like 
a mere defert ;, and this folitude encreafdl his fufpicion. 
He could not believe, either that all the Romans were 
lodged in the Capitol, or that fo numerous a people 
fliould abandon the place of their nativity. On the other 
hand, he could no where fee any armed men but on the 
walls of the citadel, .However, having iiift fecured all 
the avenues to the Capitol with ftrong. bodies of guards, 
he gave the reft,of his foldiexs leave tp difperfe themfelves * 
all over the city, and plunder the houfes. Brennus him- 
felf advanced into the forum with the troops under his 
cpmmand, in good order) and there he was (truck with 
admiration at the unexpected fight of the venerable old 
men* who had devoted themfelves to death. Their mag- 
nificent habits, the majefty of . their countenances, the 
filence they kept, their modefty and conftancy at the ap- 
proach of his troops, infpired him with a belief that they 
were fo many deities : for they continued as motionlefs 
a§ ftatues, and faw the enemy advance without betraying; 

t Plut. \a Camillo. Liv. lib. v> tap. 37—40. 
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tfie lead concern. Tbe Gauls kept a great while atatf 
awftil diftance from tfifertj being afraid to aftprdach; "At: 
fengthone foldieri bolder than the reft, Having, out of 
curiofity, touched the beard of M. Papiriiis-, feriior, he, 
riot being ufed to ftfch familiarity, gave him a bid** on 1 
the head With his< ivorV ftaff. The Ibldier immediately 1 
Klled him; and the red of thfe GattHfc following his ex- 
ample, Slaughtered all thofe verieraMtf'palrfottf without 
... ifcercy f . '."*'' 

M\tt tfeis- maflicre, the enemy fet no bounds to their 
fiiry. They plundered all places, dragging thofe Romans* 
who had (nut theriifVlvfes up in their hotrfes; into- the' 
ftreets* and there ptrt them to the {word;- without diffinc*' 
' tion of age or fe*r Brennus theri tax efi&cF the Capitol j 
but being lejmlfedt witH great lofs* irf otter to be re- 
venged of the Reitiatts,for their 1 refiftatteej,' fcd rifblved'to 4 
Yr. of Fl. toy t Ke city in affifes; Accordingly*; by hi£ cboSrifafcd; the 
a "t'chr Wdflerlffct'flre to the houfes, dembKffled thfetertijtes, attP 
££ jkiblic edi6ceaj and : raz!ed the Wilfe'tfe ths^otad 1 . TRW8I 
U. C. 365. was thfe farafous city of Rome entirely ddrtrcrped f tid&bnW 

— wasto be feen in'theplace wHere l it'ftb6d^'Btrt ! a^ft^¥•■^ttte , 

Rome burnt \^\\ s covered with ruins, and a wafte, in whieb'thfe Gatfl&/ 
*!"£ * who ihveflted eke Cajpttol, ifert'-tittbtiptt! Brttifins, 
p \ ] finding hte fboold never be' able tt> takfe <a °pHfcfc, ^hfcfc' ria- 
tfirfe h&d fo weH fortified, otberwiflr' ifhaii' by faitiine, 
turned thefiegtf into a blockade. But,-. ifftHe'nfeati titttfj 
his army wanti% prdvifionsj he fent bixi parties to pil- 
lage the fields; and raife contributions 4n Hit neiglflfour-^ 
ing cities: One- of thefe parties' appeared Btefbrfc Ardea, 
Where Cahiilhis Mad- n&w fpenft twfc' yeaf$ ifr prrtfacy"and* 
rfetlrettvent. NttWitM&rfding' the affront hfe had received 
atRoroe, the love be bore his country was not in'thfc feaft' 
dtmmiftied. • The fthate of Ardea befag'rtiet to deliberate' 
ofi the meafures, to be taken with relation to the Gauls* 
Camillus^ more afflffetf at the calamittes'of his* country 
titan it his own baitiffiiAem, defircd tb be admitted into' 
the council, where he prevailed uponthfe- Ardeates to arnf 
their youth in tbdr : own defence, and refufe the Gaul£* 
admittance into their city. 
Camillui '^ 1C Gauls bad * encamped before' thte J place; and, as* 

makes a they defpifed the Ardeates after" they had made thfem-- 
great felves m after s of Rome, they preferved neither order nor 

jUughtif difcipline in the camp, but (pent whtrie days in drinking, 
GamL Camillus, having 'eafily- perfoaded the youth of the city 

f Liv. lib. v* cap. 41, 
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M follow him, marched, out of Ardea in a dark night* 
furprifed the enemy drowned in wine, and made a dread* 
ful daughter of them. Thofe, who made their efcapcr 
under the flicker of the night, fell next day, into the hand* 
of the peafante, by whom they were maflfccred without 
mercy. This defeat of the enemy revived the courage 
of the Romans faltered' about the country, efpeoially of 
thofe whohad reared to Veii after the unfortunate battlo 
of AUia. There was not one of them who did not con- 
demn himfelf for the exile of Camillus, as if he had 
been the author of iky. and, looking upon that great mas 
as their laft refource, reiblved t» ohoofe turn for tbein 
leader. Accordingly, they fent without delay mefieiw 
gers. to him) befeeching him to take into his prc*c£rj©» 
the fugitive Romans, and the wrecks of the defeat- at 
Allia* But Camillas would not accept of the command 
of. tbei troops, till the people, aflemblcd by curie? had 
legally conferred it upon him. He thought the public 
authority was lodged in the hands of. tbofe who were 
fluit up in the citadel; and (therefore would- undertake mn- 
thing at the head of the Roman ttocps,. till: a commiffianJ 
was-brought htm from* thence. 

To procure thi^ was very difficult) therpkoe beiagoin* * 

vefted on all fides, by .the enemy. However, one. Bontirasi ' 
Gommius, a man of mean, birth, but bold; and ambitious; 
of glory, undertook tbe Service. lift put on a hght.bshtt*, 
furrounded with pieces of t cork to keep him a-Soat, audi 
plunging into the Tibec above Rome in the beginning of 
the night, fuflfered himCaif to » be carried down with the. 
ftreara. Thus wafted to the foot of the Capitol, he land«< 
fd at a fteep place,, where the: Gauls, had not thought it 
neceflafy to poft any centinela* There he mounted, with, 
great difficulty* to 'the rampart of the citadel, and having 
made himfelf known to the guard, was admitted into the. 
place, and condu&cd to the magistrates. The.fenate be*i Camilla* 
jng immediately aflembbd, Pontius* gawe them. an account nominated 
of Camillas' s vi&ory, , and, irt the name, of all the Romans dtifaor* 
at Veii, demanded that, great captain, for their general. 
There was not much time>fpent in debates : the cur we be- 
ing convened, the a£frof condemnation, which had been. 
pafied on Caimllusy was ; abrogated, and he was named: 
dtdator imanirnouftyv Pontius wasrj immediately dis- 
patched with, the decree; andi the < fame- good- fortune,, 
which had. attended/ hbn to. the» Gapitoly aocompanicd* 
him in his return. Thus was Camillus, from the ftate of 
J>ani(hment, ra*faita*oflte€*b»' foweign magiftrate of 

his. 
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bis country. He was indeed proclaimed di&ator in hi* 
abfence, contrary to cuftom : but this was a (mail defe£fc 
in point of form, which the necefikies of the ftate made 
necefiary. His promotion to the command was no fooner 
known, than foldiers flocked from all parts to his camp % 
infomuch that he foon faw himfelf at the head of above 
forty thoufand men, partly Romans, and partly allies, who 
thought themfelves invincible under fo great a general K 

While he was employed in taking proper meafures ta 
raife the blockade of the citadel, fome Gauls, rambling 
round the place, perceived on the; fide of the hift, the 
print of Pontius's band* and feet.. They obferved like- 
wife, that the mofs on the rocks was in feveral places 
torn up ; and concluded, that fome perfon had lately af- 
7ke Gauls cended to the Capitol. The Gauls nurde their report to 
mtumpt to Brennus of what they had obferved ; and that experienced 
fvrpp** commander laid a defign of furprifirig the pldce by the 
the Capita. £ ame wa y t ^ at ^ R oman j^ afoendej; with this view 

he chofe fuch foldiers as had dwelt in mountainous coto-; 
tries, and been accuftomed to climb precipices. Thefe 
he ordered, after he had; well examined the nature of the 
place, to afcend in the night the fome way that was mark- 
ed out for them, climbing two &»breafi* that one might 
fupport the other in furraountingi. the Jteep parts- -of die 
precipice. By thefe means they advanced with muck dif- 
ficulty, and mere danger, from rock' to rock, till they ar- 
rived 3t the foot of the wall* • They proceeded with fuch 
filence, that .they were not difcovercd or heard, either by 
' the centinds who were upon guard in the citadel, or even 
by the dogs, that are ufualfy awaked and alarmed at the 

They are leaft noife. But though they eluded the fagacity of the. 

Sfcovired dogs, they could not efcape the vigilance of the geefe* 

tot^'fTme ^ OI " e °^ t ^ l€ ^ e ^ rc ^ wcre ^ c P r * n * ,c ^ rt ' °f ^ e Capitol, 

geefe \ in nonour oi June Notwithstanding the want of provi- 

>* fions in the garrifon, they had been {pared ; and as thefe 

v creatures are naturally quick of hearing, they were alarmed - 

anctrepulf* at the firft approach of the Gauls ; fo that, running up 

ed by the and down, cackling, and flapping their wings, they awaked 

j?m^^ ^ an ^ us J a gallant foldier, who fome years before had 

titis-*' keen con f u l- He forthwith founded an alarm, and was 

the firft man who mounted the rampart, where he found 

two Gauls already upon the wall. One of thefe lifted up 

his battle-ax to ftrike ; but Manlius cut off his right-hand. 

atone blow, and (truck the other with his buckler fo 

. . i- • 

• jPlut. ki Caailio. lay, lib. v. c*p 46. 

- violently^ 



The Roman Hifibg. 

fiolditly/that'he was precipitated from the top of the 
rock to the ground, and drew many after him in his fall ; 
while the Romans crouding to the place, overthrew them 
as fait as they reached the fummit. As the nature of the 
ground would not fuffer them to make a regular retreat, 
or even to fly, moft of them, to avoid the fwords of the 
enemy, threw themfelyes down the precipice; fo that 
very few returned tQ their camp h . 

As it was the cuftom of the Romans at that time not to 
fuffer any commendable a£tion to pafs unrewarded, the 
tribune Sulpitius afiembled his troops next morning, in 
order to beftow the military rewards on thofe who had 
diftinguifhed themfelves on the preceding night. Man- 
lius was firft named, .and, in acknowlegement of the im- 
portant fervice he had juft rendered the date, every fol- 
dier gave him part of the corn which he received fparingly 
from the public flock, and a little meafure of wine out of 
his fcahty allowance % an inconfiderable prefent indeed 
in itfelf, but very acceptable at that time to the perfon on 
whom it was beuowed. The tribune's next care was to 
punifli the negligent: accordingly, the captain of the 
guard, who ought to have had an eye over the centinels, 
was condemned to die, and, purfuant to his fentence, 
thrown down from the top of the Capitol. The Romans 
extended their punifhments and rewards even to the ani- 
mals. Geefe were ever after had in honour at Rome, 
and a number of them always kept at the expence of. the 
public. A golden image of a goofe was erected in me- 
mory of this event, and a goofe every year carried in tri- 
umph upon a foft litter finely adorned ; whilft dogs were 
held in abhorrence by the Romans, who every year im- 
paled one of them on a branch of elder *. 

The blockade of the Capitol had lafted feven months ; 
fo that the famine began to be very fenfibly felt both by 
the befieged and befiegers. Camillus, fince his nomina- 
tion to the di&atorQiip, being mailer of the country, had 
potted ftrong guards on all the roads ; fo that the Gauls 
were in fear of being cut to pieces. . Thus Brennus, who 
befieged the Capitol, was himfelf befieged, and fuffered 
the fame inconveniencies- which he made the Romans un- 
dergo. Befides, a plague raged in his camp, which was 
placed in the midft of the ruins of the demolifhed city, 
his men lying cotnfufedly among the dead carcafes of the 
Romans, who had been flain, and lay unburied. So great 

h Liv. lib. v. cap. 47. Plut. in Camillo. & de Fortuna Rom* 
l Liv. lib. v. cap. 47* Ptfn. k Plut, dc Fortuna Rom. 
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a number of them died in one quarter of the city, that it 
was afterwards called Bufta Gallica, or the place where 
the dead bodies of the Gauls were burnt. But the Ro* 
*nans in the Capitol were reduced to extremity, and ig- 
norant of the lamentable condition to which the enemy's 
army was brought, and of the fteps Cagnillus was taking 
for their relief. That great general only waited iot a fa- 
vourable opportunity to fall upon the enemy; but, in the 
mean time, fuffeted them to pine away in their infe&ed 
camp, not knowing the extreme want the Romans endar* 
ed in the Capitol, where they were & deftitute of all fort* 
of provifions, that they could no longer fubfift. From 
the mutual diftrefs on both fides, the centinels of die Ca- 
pitol, and thofe of the enemy's army, began to talk to oae 
another of an accommodation. Their difcourfes reached 
the ears of their leaders, who were not averfe to the 
defign. 

The fenate, not knowing what was become of Camil- 
lus, refolved to enter upon a negociation, and empowered 
Sulpitius, one of the military tribunes, to treat with the 
Gauls, who made no difficulty in coming to terms, they. 
being no lefs defirous than the Romans to end die war* 
In a conference, therefore, between Brennus and Sulpi- 
tius/ an agreement was made, and fworn to, importing 
that the Romans fhould pay to the Gauls a thoufand 
pounds weight of gold, that is, forty-five thoufand pounds 
fterling; and the latter raife the fiege of the Capitol, 
and quit all the Roman territories. On the day appointed, 
Sulpitius brought the ftipulated fum, and Brennus pro- 
duced the fcales and weights. We are told, that the 
weights of the Gauls were falfe, and their fcales untrue ; 
which iniquity Sulpitius complaining of, Brennus, inftead 
of redrafting the injuftice, threw his fword and belt into the 
fcale, exclaiming, u V* vi&is ! Woe to the conquered \* 
Siiipkius was fo ftimg with this infult, that he declared 
bis bpinion for carrying the gold back into the Capitol, 
amid fuftaining the fiege to the laft extremity ; but others 
th4«ght it advifeable to proceed, fince they had fubmkted 
to a far greater difgrace, in agreeing to pay any thing. 

During the fe difputes between the Roman deputies and 
the Gaols, Camillus advanced with his army to the gates 
of the city, where being informed of what was tranfad- 
ing, he commanded the main body to follow him flowly, 
and in good order, while he, with a fele£t body, haftened 
to the place where the parties were met. The Romans, . 
overjoyed at his uaexpe&ed arrival, made room for him* 

as 
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«s the fupreme -jnagiftKite of the republic, gave him an 
account of the treaty they had made with the Gauls, an4 
^complained of the injuftice and rapacity of Brennu*. 
They had fc&nce dcpaq (peaking, when Camillus cried pitf, 
* c Catsy back thip goMipto the Capitol,; and you, GauU, 
^retire w&h you* fcalesand weights* Pome mult not be , 

redeemed wkh gold, hut with fteel." Brennus replied, 
that he contravened a treaty which was concluded and 
confirmed with mutual oathfl. " B^ it fo, (anfwered Ca- 
aaiHus) ; yet it is of np force, having been made by an in- 
ferior magiftrate, without the privity orconfent of the 
4i&afcor« h whogm invefted with the fupreme authority 
ewer the Romans* d$c;lwe the contract void." At thefe 
words Brennig iflftw into a rage, and, both fide6 drawing 
their f words, a confpfed fcuffle enfued among the ruins 
of the honfes, gnd in the narrow lanes. The Gauls, af- 
ter an inconfiderable loft, thought (it to retire within they: 
icainp, which they abandoned in the night,, not caring to 
finfPgfi Cjyroillus's whole army, and, having marched eight 
mile*, encamped on the Gabinian Way. Camillus pur- 
fued them as foon as it was day, and gave them a total 
overthrow. The Gauls, according to Livy, made a faint 
refiftance. It was nofr fays that author* fo much a battle 
as a flaughter. Many were flain in the a&k>n, more ip 
the pnrfuit ; but the greater number ^vere cut off, as they 
Pandered the fields, by the inhabitant^ of the neighbour- 
ing villages. In fhort, there was not a Gaul left to 
carry to his countrymen the news of this fatal cataftrophe. 
The camp of the Barbarians was plundered ; and Camri- 
1ns, loaded with fpoils, returned in triumph to the city, 
the foktiers, in .their fongs, ftyling him " Romulus, fa* 
therof his country, and fecond founder of Rome V 

As the houfes of Rome were all demoiiflied, and the fht tn* 
wall? rafed, the tribunes of the people renewed, with bunts rt. 
more warmth than ever, the old proje&, of a law for di- n '™ *** 
vidi^ the fenate and government between the cities of rtmwtnt 
Veii and Rome, Moft of the tribunes were for entirely to Veiu 
abandoning their ojd ruined city, and making Veii the fole 
feat of the empire. The people were inclined to favour 
this projed, Veii offering them a place fortified by art 
and nature, good houfes ready built, a whoifome air, and 
a fruitful territory; but they had np materials for rebuild- 
ing a city, were exhausted by misfortunes, and their 
$£tagth was greatly 6Umjyai%d, Thefe conceptions 

t * Plut. dc JFortana Rom. Li v. lib. v. cap. 49, 
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infpired them with a relu&ance to fo great an undertake 
}ng, and emboldened the tribunes to utter feditrous ha- 
rangues againft Camillus, as a man too ambitious of being 
the reftorer of Rome. They even infinuated, that the 
name of Romulus, which had been given him, threatened 
the republic with a new king. But the fenate fupported 
Camillu9, ancj, being defirous to fee Rome rebuilt, con- 
tinued him, contrary to cuftom, a full year in the office 
of dictator ; during which time he made it his whole bu* 
finefs to fupprefs the ftrong inclination of the people to 
remove to Veii. Having aflembled the curia;, he expof- 
tulated with them, and, by arguments drawn from pru- 
dence, religion, and glory, prevailed upon them to lay 
afide all thoughts of leaving Rome. As it was neceffary 
to have the refolution of the people confirmed by the fe- 
jiate, the diftator reported it to the fathers, leaving every 
one at liberty to vote as he pleafed. While L. Lucretius, 
who was to give his opinion, was beginning to fpeak, a 
centurion, who, with his company, had been upon guard, 
and was then marching by the fenate-houfe, cried out 
aloud, " Plant your colours, enfign. This is the beft 
place to ftay in." Thefe words were confidered as die* 
tated by the gods, and Lucretius, taking occaliofi from 
them to urge the neceffity of ftaying at Rome, * c An hap* 
py omen! (cried he), I adore the gods who gave it." 
The whole fenate applauded his words, and a decree was 
paded without oppofition for rebuilding the city *. 

Though the tribunes of the people were defeated by 
Camillus in this point, they refolved to exercife their au- 
thority againft another patrician, who had indeed de- 
ferved puniihment. This was Q^Fabius, who had vio- 
lated the law of nations, and* thereby provoked the Gauls, 
and occafioned the burning of Rome. His crime being 
notorious, he was fummoned by C. Martius RutihiS be- 
fore the aflembly of the people, to anfwer for his conduct 
in his embafly. The criminal had reafon to fear the fe- 
vered puniihment; but his relations affirmed, that he 
died fuddenly; an accident which generally happened, 
when the accufed perfon had courage enough to prevent 
his condemnation, and the fliame of a public puniih- 
ment m . On the other hand, the republic gave a houfe 
fituare on the Capitol W M. Manlius, as a monument of 
his valour, and of the gratitude of his fellow-citizens* 
Camillus clofed this year by laying down his di&atorfhip? 



1 Plut. in Camillo. Liv. lib. v. cap, 50, 5$. 
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thereupon an interregnum enfued, during which be go* 
verned the ftate alternately with P. Cornelius Scipio ; 
and he prefided at the eleftioh of new magiftra^es, when 
L. Valerius Poplicola, L. Virgin! us Tricoftus, P. Corne- 
lius Coflus, A. Manlius Capitolinus, L. -dEmilius Mamef- 
cinus, and L. Pofthumius Albinus, were chofen. The 
firft care of thefe magiitrates was to colled all the anci- 
ent monuments of the religion and civil laws of Rome, 
which could be found among the ruins of the demolifhed 
city. The laws of the Twelve Tables, and fome of th& 
laws of the kings, had been written on brafs, and fixed 
yp in the forum ; and the treaties made with feveral na- 
tions had been engraved on piliars erefted in the temples. 
Pains were therefore taken to colled the ruins of thofe 
precious monuments $ and what could not be found was 
fuppliedby memory. The pojitifices, on their part, took 
care to re-eftablifh the religious ceremonies, and made 
alfo a lift of lucky and unlucky days . Among the 
latter, the fevehteenth day of Auguft was particularly 
marked as execrable, on account of two unfortunate 
events, namely, the deftro&ion of the three hundred Fa- 
bii near the Cremera, and the defeat of Allia by the 
Gauls. On this day, no facrifice was offered, no juilice 
adminiftered, and no expedition begun. 

The governors of the republic applied themfelves wholly 
to rebuild the city. Plutarch relates, that as the work* 
men were digging among the ruins of the temple of Mars, 
they found Romulus's augural ftafF untouched by the 
flames ; and obferves, this was looked upon as a prodigy, 
from whence the Romans inferred, that their city would 
continue for ever. The expence of rebuilding private 
houfes was partly defrayed out of the public treafure. 
The aediles had the dire&ion of the works, but fo little 
tafte for order or beauty, that the city, when rebuilt, was 
even lefs regular than in the time of Romulus. Aq4 
though, in Auguftus's time, the temples, palaces, aiyi 
private houfes, were built in a more magnificent manner 
than before* yet even then thefe new decorations didi*"*"* ^ 
re&ify the faults of the plan upon which the city had^ ca ~^ j 
built after its firft demolition. 

a Idem ibid, f 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

From the Rebuilding of Rome, to the Firjt 
Punk or Carthaginian JVar. 

'SECT. I. 

From the Rebuilding j>f the City> to the Roman Army 
being forced by the Samnites to pafs under the Toke ; 
and the Treaty with that People. 

Tr. of Fl. i^ o M E was fcarcc reftored, when her citizens Were 

Ante Cbr. JK* a ^ arm€ ^ ky the news, that all her neighbours were 

379 . cbntpiring her deftru£Hon. The ./Equi, the Volfci, the 

U. C. 369, Hetrurians, and even her old allies the Latins and the! 

— — ; Hernici, entered into an alliance, in hopes of cradling 

C hyf U { a ^ er before * e ^^ recovered her ftrength. The republic, 
Earned die- «nder this terror, nominated Camillus <Ji&ator a third 
tutor. time. This great commander, having appointed C. Ser- 

vians to be general of horfe, fummoned the citizens to 
take arms, without excepting even the old men. He di- 
vided the new levies into three hodies. The firft, under 
the command of A. Manlius, he ordered to encamp under 
the walls of Rome ; the fecond he fent into the neighbour- 
hood of Veii ; and marched himfelf, at the bead of the 
third, to relieve the tribunes, who were clofely befieged 
in their camp by the united forces of the Volfci and La- 
tins. Finding the enemy encamped near Lanuvium, on 
. the declivity of the hill, he pofted himfelf behind it/ and, 
by lighting fires, gave the diftreffed Romans notice of his 
arrival. The Volfci and Latins, when they underftood 
that Camillus was at the head of an army newly arrived, 
were fo terrified, that they flint themfelves up in their 
<Amp, which they fortified with great trees cut down in 
"" ~ ike. The didkator, obferving that this barrier was of 
n wood, and that every morning there arofe a great 
% which blew full upon the enemy's camp, formed 
* ne fXign of reducing it by fire. With this view he or* 
fib ne l? art of his army to go by break of day with 
A th an "th to kincUe thfc wood "to windward of the camp, 
Defeats th$ z Iv %? fa to make a vigorous attack on the oppofite 
Volfci and *&£• 1 \ contrivance the enemy was entirely de- 
Latins. tea ted, an< a i, cir camp takcn Camillus then com-, 
mandedt&e n^ t0 ^ e<tinguifllc ^ in ordertQ fave the 

•■- bo*ty s 
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booty, with which he rewarded his army } a bounty the 
more agreeable, becaufe unexpected from the rigid dicta- 
tor. He then left his fon in the camp, to guard the pri- 
soners j and entering the country of the iEqui, made him- 
felf mailer of their capital city Bola. From thence he 
marched againft the Volfci, whom he entirely reduced, . 
after they had waged war with the Romans for a hundred 
and feven years. Having fubdued thi? untra&able people, 
he penetrated into Hetruria, in order to relieve Sutrium, 
a town in alliance with Rome, at that time befieged by a 
numerous' army of Hetruriaas* But he did not reach the 
jrisfce before it had capitulated. The Satrinx, being 
greatly diftrefied for want of proviGons, and exhaufted 
with labour, had furrendered to the H etrurians, who 
granted them nothing but their lives. In this deftitute 
condition they were going in fearch of new habitations* 
when they met Camillus leading an army to their relief. 

The unfortunate multitude threw themfelves at the 
di&ator's feet, who, moved at this melancholy fight, de- 
fired them to refrefh themfelves, adding, that he would 
foon transfer their forrows from them to their enemies. s 

He imagined, that the Hetrurians t would be employed in 
plundering the city, without being on their guard, or 
obferving any difcipline. And in this conje&ure he was 
not miftaken* The Hetrurians did not imagine, that the . 
dictator could come fo fpeedily from fuch a diftance to 
furprife them; and therefore the Roman army pafled 
through the territory of Sutrium, without finding any ad- 
vanced guards, and even entered the city before the ene- 
my had any notice of their approach. In a word, he fur- Recovers 
prifed the Hetruriana, who were employed in plundering Sutrium 
the houfes, and carrying off the booty, or in leading on f™ m tht 
the provifions they had found. He put many of diem to r fa£ 
the fword ; made an incredible number of prifoners, and 
reftored the city to its ancient inhabitants, who had not 
■waited in vain for the performance of the di&ator's pro- 
mife- After thefe glorious exploit, the great Camillus 
entered Rome in triumph a third time ° (B). 

Cami&uy 
Plut. in Camftl, 

(B) This honour was decreed the captives, who graced his 

for having conquered the Vol- triumph, were fold, and mo« 

fci, made himfelf matter of the ney raifed to pay all the Ro- 

capital city of the jEqui, and man ladies for the jewels thejr 

retaken Sutrium from the He- had formerly contributed to 

trurians. The greateft part of . make a prefenfc to Apollo. 

" * • O a With 



196 



Cortuofa 
and Conte- 
nt bra 
taken ana* 
dtmoliflud. 



AVw dip- 
turbanctu 



The Roman Hiflory. 

. Camillus having refigned his diftatorfhip, the republic 
chofe fix new military tribunes, Q. Qtfin&ius, Q!^ Ser- 
vius, L. Julius, L. Aquilius, L. Lucretius, and Ser. Sul- 
pitius. During their adminiftration the country of the 
JEqui was laid wafte, in order to deprive them of the 
power to revolt ; and the two cities of Cortuofa and Con- 
tenebra, in the lucumony of the Tarquinienfes, were 
taken from the Hetrurians, and entirely demolifhed. At 
this time it was thought proper to repair the Capitol, and 
add new works to that part of the hill where the Gauls 
had endeavoured to fcale the citadel. Thefe works were 
efteemed beautiful, as Livy informs us, even in the time, 
of Auguftus, after the city was adorned with a variety 
of decorations p. 

Rome being reinftated in her former flourifhing con- 
dition, the tribunes of the people began to renew their fe- 
ditious harangues, and revive the difpute about the divi- 
fion of the conquered lands. The patricians had appro- 
priated to themfelves the Pomptin territory lately taken 
from the Volfci, and the tribunes embraced this opportunity 
to raife new difturbances. But the citizens being fa 
drained of their money, that they had not enough left to 
cultivate new farms, and ftock them with cattle, the de- 
clamations of the tribunes made no impreffion upon their 
minds, fo that the projeft vaniihed. As for the military 
tribunes, they owned, that their ele&ion had been de- 
fective, and therefore, they voluntarily laid down thefr 
office. So that, after a Ihort interregnum, during which 
M. Manlius, Ser. Sulpitius, and L. Valerius Potitus, go- 
verned the republic, fix new military tribunes, L. Papirius, 
C. Sergius, L. iBmilius, L. Menenius, L. Valerius, and 
C. Cornelius, were chofen for the enfuing year, which was 
employed in works of peace. A temple, which had been 
vowed to Mars during the war with the Gauls, was built, 
and confecrated by T. Quin&iuS) who prefided over the 

P Liv. lib. vi. cap. 41 
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of all his rivals/ Envious men 
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<s*8airs of religion. As there had hitherto been but few 
Roman tribes beyond the Tiber, which had a right of fuf- 
.frage in the comitia, four new ones were added, under the 
names of the Stellatina, Tramontina, Sabatina, and Ar- 
nienfis ; fo that the whole number now amounted to 
twenty-five. 

The expectation of an approaching war induced the 
centuries to chufe Camillus one of the military tribunes 
for the next year. His colleagues were < Ser. Cornelius, 
Q^Servilius, L. Quin&ius,' \i. Horatius, and P. Valerius. 
As all thefe were men of moderation, they agreed to inveft 
.Camillus with the fole management of military affairs, 
and accordingly, in 'full fenate, transferred all their power 
into his hands ; fo that he became in effe& dilator. It 
had been already determined to turn the arms of the re- 
public againft the Hetrurians ; but upon advice that the 
Antiates had entered the Pomptin territory, and obliged 
the Romans, who had taken pofleffion of it, to retire, it 
was thought neceffary to humble them before the republic 
engaged in any other enterprise. Camillus allotted to 
each of the five military tribunes an employment fuitable 
Xo his rank. He joined P. Valerius with himfelf in the 
command of the army which he was to lead againft the 
Antiates 5 QJServilius was placed at the head of a bo.dy 
. of troops, which was to continue in Rome, and be in rea- 
xiinefs to march againft the Hetrurians or Latins and Her- 
nici, in cafe they took the field ; the third army confiited 
of old men, and fiich citizens as were excufed, on ac- 
count of their infirmities, from taking the field. The . 
command of thefe was given to L. Quin&ius, Who was 
appointed to guard the walls of the city. L. Horatius's 
province was, to fupply the troops with arms, ammuni- 
tion, and provifions. Laftly, .the fuperintendency of civil 
a flairs, , the comitia, the laws and religion, were com- 
mitted to the care of Ser. Cornelius. So that none of the 
military tribunes was left without employment: they all 
readily accepted the provinces which Camillus afligned 
them: Valerius only refufed to be equal with Camillus; 
Ci You (hall be my dictator, (faid he), and I will fewe 
under you as general of the norfe." 

The Antiates had joined the Latins and Hernici near 
Satricum, fo that the Romans, alarmed at their prodigi- 
ous number, feemed backward to -engage. Camillus per- 
ceiving their reluctance, inftantly mounted his horfe, and 
riding through the ranks of the army, " Fellow foldiers, 
{cried he), why do not I fee that joy and defire of fighting 

O 3 in 
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in your loote which you ufed to have ? t&zve yob forget 
who i am, who you, and who your enemies are ? Havt 
not the Volfci and Latins been the occafion of your gain*- 
ing immortal fame ? Have you not conquered VeS, de-« 
feated the Gauls, and delivered Rome, under my conN 
mand ? Am I not Camillus, becaufe I have not die title 
of dictator ? Do you but attack the eriemy, and we fhall 
fucceed as ufual. You will conquer, and they Wffl -fly.** 
Having uttered thefe words, he difmounted, lock Ae next 
ftandard-bearer by the hand, led him towards the enemy, 
and cried out, w Soldiers, advahce" The foMiery were 
aihamed not to follow a general who cxpofed himfelf to 
the firft attack -, and therefore having raifcd a great lhtrot, 
llhey fell upon the enemy w*tb Incredible fary. Gamfllus, 
4n order to increafe their eagerfoiefs, comnfiari&ed a ftam^ 1 
dard to be thrown into the middle of the enemy's batta* 
lions ; a circumftanoe which made the foldiers, who were 
fighting m the firft ranks, exert all their refoltrtion to re- 
cover it. The Antiates, not being *ble any longer to 
withftand the Romans* gave way, and were entirely de-< 
Jeated. The Latins and fiernici feparated from the VoJ- 
fci, and returned home. The Volfci, thus abandoned 
*y their allies, took refuge -in the neighbouring city of 
gatricum, which Camillus imrriediately invefted, and took 
by affault. The Volfci thre^v down ttieir arm6 and fur-, 
•rendered at discretion . He then left his army under the 
command of Valerius, and returned to Rome, to folici* 
the confent of the fenate, and to make the necefiary prep- 
arations for undertaking the fiege of Antium % 

But, while he was fropofing this affair to the fenate, 
deputies arrived from Nepete and Sutrium, two cities in 
alliance with Rome in the neighbourhood of Hetniria, 
demanding fpecours againft the Hetruriarrs, who threat- 
ened to befiege them. A? thefe were the keys of Hctroria, 
the expedition againft Antium was laid afide, and Ca- 
millus commanded to haften to the relief of the allied 
cities with the troops which Servilius had kept in readinefs 
at Rome, in cafe of an emergency. CamiHus immediately 
began his march 5 and, upon bis arrival before Sutrium, 
found that important place not only befieged, but almoffi 
taken, the Hetrurians having made themfelves matters of 
fome of the gates, and gained poffeffion of all the avenues 
CkmWus leading to the ckv. However, the inhabitants no fboncfr 
relieves heard {hat Camillus was, come to their relief, than they 

9 J<iir. litovi. cap. 7, 8. . , . . 
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recovered their courage* and, by tailing barricadoes i$ 
the ftreets, prevented She enemy from making tbemfelves 
mailers of the whole city. .Camillus, having divided his 
army into tyro bodies, ordered Valerius to march round 
the walls, as if he defigned to fcaie them, while he, with 
the otber, undertook to pharge the Hetrurians in the 
rear, force hi$ way into the city, and (hut up the enemy 
t>etw^en the befieged and his troops.. The Romans no 
fboner appeared, than the Hetrurians fled through a gate 
which was not inverted. Camillus's troops made a dread- 
ful flaughter of them within the city, while Valerius put 
great numbers to the fword without the walls* From re- 
conquering Sutrium, Camillus haftened to the relief pf 
Nepete. But that city being better affefted tp the He- 
trurians than to the Romans, had voluntarily fubmitted to 
Che former. Wherefore Camillus, having invefted it with 
his whole army, took it by aflault, put au the Hetruriaa 
foMiers, without diftiri&ion, to the fword, and cendenin*. 
ed the authors of *he revolt to die by the axes of the li&ors. 
Thus £nded Ca/mlWs military tribunefhip, in which he 
glorfcoifly maintained the great reputation he had formerly 
acquired'. , / 

Neverthelefs he did not enjoy it without a'rfcal. -M(. 
'Manfjus, who had faved the Capitol, could not bear to fee 
his glpry eclipfed by that of Carnillus. He was, indeed 
one of the braveft loldiers Rome had ever produced ; tut 
jhis ambition and vanity were yet greater than bis valour. 
However, he did not attempt anjr thing till Camillus's 
fourth military tribunefhip was expired. But no foonejr 
■was tbe^government put into the hands of fix new military 
tribunes, A. Manlius,, P. Cornelius, T. Quinftius, L* 
<£uin£tiu$, L. Papirius, and C, Sergius, than he endea- 
voured to darken the glory of a man whom he looke# 
upon as his rival. " After all, Camillus's chief Jjlory 
(taid he), is his t having recovered Rome out of the hand,s 
of the Gauls, which he could never have done had I not 
firft faved the Capitol j fo that his glory is founded upon 
mine. Nor did he conquer the Gauls till they had been 
tared with a long (lege $ but I repulfed them from tl\e 
Capitol, when they were flufhed with fuccefs. A whole 
•army fliared CamilWs glory, but Manlius had no com- 
panion in his." By thefe, and other fuch infinuations, he 
'gave vent to his envy j but finding himfelf unable, by 
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noble a&ions to outfiiine Camillus in reputation, in order 
to gratify his ambition, he began to court the multitude, 
and even entered into the fa£tion of the tribunes of the 
people. Though a patrician by birth, he inveighed 
againft the nobility, and efpoufed the caufe of the people 
in the affair of the distribution of lands. He even oppofed 
the rich whenever they feized their debtors, and let at 
liberty thofe who were already in chains : fo that he was 
always attended by a kind of guard made up of thofe 
whom he had thus affifted. The fenate, alarmed at his 
'proceedings, thought it necefiary to create a dictator, to 
prevent the evil confequences of his too great popularity, 
and to crufli the rifing faction. The army, which the 
Volfci had juft then raifed, furnilhed them with a fpecious 
pretence for taking fuch meafures. 
Yr. of Fl. r ^ e di&atorftiip was given to A. Cornelius Coflus, who 
1973.' named T« Q[uin£Uus Capitolinus to be general of the 
Ante Chr. horfe. The aidfytor came to an engagement with 4 he 
TT5- Volfci in the Ppmptin territory, and entirely defeated 
' 37 * .them, though much mpre numerous than the Romans. 
Cornelius .Among the prifoncrs were found many Latins and Her- 
Cofuif die- nici of diftih&ion, who confefled that they had a&ed by 
&• authority. ^Hereupon • the di&ator kept hi6 army in the 

'field, not .dpiibting but he (houid be foon employed againft 
thofe faithlefs allies. But the difturbances raifed by the 
faftious Manjius called him back to the city. It was 
neceflary tp examine into the defigns of that ambitious 
*jnan, whofe popularity was become dangerous, and 
gave umbrage in a republican ftate, where the magis- 
trates were always upon their guard* againft any thing 
that tended to monarchy. Hi$ bounties made fo ftrong 
an impreflion on the multitude, that they feemed ready 
to fupport him in any enterprize he fhould under- 
take. He reported, that the nobility, not cpntent to rob 
the people of their right to afliare in the conquered lands, 
had concealed, with an intent to appropriate it to their 
' v own ufe, the gold which was to have been given to the 
* Gauls, and had been raifed by the voluntary contributions 
of all the citizens, who were then in the Capitol : a trea-r 
fure which alone would be Sufficient to difcharge all the 
"debts pT the poor plebeians. He even promifed to fhew 
'them, in due time, the place where this treafure was con- 
pealed ; fo that the whole care of the populace was tc> 
f)r^w thofe riches out of the hand? of the patricians •• 

• Put. tf>id. Liv, lib. yi. cap, 11, 
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-Such was the pofture of affairs at Rome, when the dic- 
tator Coffus returned thither. He poftponed his triumph 
till he had re-eftablifhed the public tranquility. He af- 
fembled the fenate ; and, finding the fathers inclined to 
fupprefs Manlius's infolence, he ordered his tribunal to be 
placed in that part of the forum where the comitia were 
held, and fent a li&or to cite Manlius to appear before Ma*Kns 
him. Manlius obeyed the fummons, but attended with «^'* *h 
his ufual guards. The aflembly looked like two armies f^Jjf"'* 
drawn up in battalia agamft each other. Silence being tor . 
proclaimed, the di&ator challenged Manlius to declare, as 
he had promifed; the perfons who had concealed the pre- 
tended treafures, and the place where they were hid 5 
otherwife he threatened to fend him to prifon as an in- 
cendiary and flanderer. Manlius, inftead of anfwering 
dire&ly, extolled his own merit, and reproached the pa- 
tricians with avarice and cruelty. He concluded his fpeech 
with faying, that, as to the fecreted treafure, the fenators, 
who had concealed it, were better qualified than he to dis- 
cover the place. This being no more than an evafion, the 
di&ator de fired him either to perform his promife to the 
people, or to confefs that he had calumniated the fenate. 
Manlius replied, that his being prefied to declare the 
place where the gold was hoarded, was a proof that, the 
fenate had removed it beyond the reach of the moil cu- 
rious enquiry. But this anfwer was fo unfati&fa&ory, 
that the dictator immediately ordered him to prifon. We **4*m- 
have, on this occafion, a furprifing inftance of the fub- * w jf'^ < * 
miffion of the Romans to the command of a lawful ma- r rt J ** 
gi fir ate. The people, however feditioufly devoted to 
manlius, took no flep to hinder the execution of the fen- 
tence. There was not an angry expfeffion heard, or a 
threatening look feen, in the whole affembly. Manlius 
only, when the liftors feized him, cried out, addreffing , 
his complaints to the gods, <c O Jupiter* beft and greateft, 
O Juno, queen of heaven, Minerva, and all who refide 
in the Capitol, will you fuffer your champion and de- 
fender to be thus treated by his enemies ? Shall this right 
hand, with which I drove the Gauls from your fanftuaries, 
be locked in chains ?" Thefe exclamations raifed no 
difturbance among the multitude. His moft zealous ad- 
herents exprefled their concern only by putting on habits 
of mourning, negle&ing to cut their hair and beards, 
crowding about the doors of the prifon, and there lament- 
ing his misfortune. 

In 
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"In tliis time of affli&ion the di&ator Coflus received the 
honours of a triumph. But the multitude exprefled a 
deep concern. Some were heard to fay, that Coflus did 
not fo much triumph over the VoMci, as over an opprefled 
citizen. Nothing, faid they, remains to complete the 
general's triumph, but to have the unfortunate Mahiio* 
*Tktfim*u Jed before his chariot in chains. In order to appeafe the 
f** r *"Z^T g people, the fenate thought it neceflary to fliew diem fome 
^Su fit indulgence. They affembled, and, of their own motion, 
Amal&* ordered a colony of Roman citizens to be'fent toSoitriuni, 
i*rty where they allotted to every man two acres and an half of 

arable land. This unexpected bounty was fo far from fa- 
tisfying the malcontents, that it encreafed their rage and 
jealoufy ; for they looked upon this Kberalky of die fenate 
as an artifice to induce the citizens to abandon Manilas : 
fo that the fedition gained ground, and the fury of the 
populace increafed ftiH more, as foon as Coffus's didator- 
fliip was expired. The multitude, being now free from 
the dread of an tmcontrolabte magiftrate, no .Jonge* tep* 
within bounds. The people, furroundinjjj the prnbik'-daj 
and night, threatened to break it open. The feirtte, 
fearing left the incenfed populace mould execute what 
they threatened ; and that Manlitts, being 'fet a* liberty by 
fucu violent means,' ftiould carry his rdfentment to feme 
violent extreme, thought fit to put an end to the diftnrb- 
ance, by'releafing him of thehr own accord. But this 
weak meafure ferved only to provide the populace with a 
dangerous leader, provoked by the fharne of his imprifon- 
meirt, and incapable <A following fober coun'fete * (D). 

Whea 

* Ltv. Hb. vi. cap. 17* 

(D) During thefe feditions, were upon the foot of colo? 
ambafladors arrived from the nies, but the Latins and Herat- 
Latins, tfie Hernici, and the ci only in alliance with Rome 1 
cities t of Circaei and Velitrae, the latter, enjoyed tfieir own 
demanding that the prifoners laws; the former were fub- 
; taken by the dictator in the je6l to the laws of Rome. The 
late a£uon with the Volfci, ambafladors, therefore, of the 
might be delivered up to them. Latins and Hennici, were re* 
The different reception they .ceived, though their demand 
«oet with ftews the diftih&iou was rejje&ed ; nor did the R<* 
Which the Romans always mans difpuce their right of 
made between nations in al- fending an eipbafly. But the 
Iiance with them and Roman deputies of Ciraei and Veli* 
colonies. Circaei and Velitr* t re, were ordered immediately 
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'When new magiftrates were ele£ed for the next year, 
Camillus was choien military tribune a fifth time, the re- 
public wanting a governor of his reputation to ftem the 
tide of the prefent troubles. "With him were joined Sef. 
Cornelius, P. Valerius, Ser. Sulpicius, C. Papirius, and 
T. Quinftius. The confidence of Manl'ius, and the 
-ftrength of his fa&ion, were now much encreafed by thfe 
-timorous conduct of the fenate. The mutineers met at He renews 
Manlius's houfe. There he fpoke his mind without re- hufaSiom 
ferre> exhorting the multitude to (hake off the yoke they ****%*'*• 
groaned under, to abolifli diftatorlhips and confulates, to 
eftabf ifh an exaft equality among all the members of one 
and the fame republic, and to dioofe themfelves a head, 
who would govern and keep in awe the patricians, as well 
as people, u If you judge me worthy of that honour,** 
-find he, t€ the mort power you give me, the fooner you 
will be in poffeffion of what you have fo long wifhed for. 
I defire authority with no other view, than to make you 
all happy ." It is faid, that a plot was formed to feize the 
citadel, and declare him king j but it is not certain, that 
he embarked in fo difficult an undertaking, or how far 
he carried his ambitious views. The fenate, alarmed at 
the danger which threatened the* republic, affembled fre- 
quently to deliberate on the beft method to avert the blow. 
A decree was made, enjoining the military tribunes, to 
he watchful that the republic received no damage ; a form 
of words never ufed but in great dangers, and which in- 
serted thofe magiftrates with an authority almoft equal to 
that of a diftator. Different means were propofed for de- 
feating the defigns of ManKus. All, except the tribunes 
of the people, were for afiaffinating the author of the fe- 
dition. But as fuch an attempt would have occafioned 
much bloodflied, two of thofe tribunes, M. Maenius, and 
Q^ Publilius, thought it more advifeable to punifli him by 
the ufual forms of law. They offered to profecute him 
before the comitia, not doubting that the people, when 
they faw their tribunes become his accufers, would imme- 
diately* defert his caufe. 

This advice was approved, and Manlius furrimoned to Impeached 
his trial before the comitia by centuries. The crime laid faj™y 
to his charge was aiming at the fovereign power 5 and, fa ne /lf 
as this was capital, the ace ufed appeared before his judges treajon. 

to depart, and not to appear had no right to fend anabafla- 
Jpefore thepftjfc, fiace they dors (1). 
{1) I4v. lib. vi, cap. 17, 

in 
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in deep mourning. But neither his own brothers, not 
■ • any of his relations, changed their drefs, nor folicited the 
judges in his behalf, as was ufually done by the friends 
of a perfon accufed ; fo much did the love of liberty pre- 
vail in the hearts of the Romans over all the ties of blood 
and kindred. Livy obferves, that he could not find in 
any author what dire£t proofs the tribunes brought of 
Manlius's afpiring to the regal power. However, he fup- 
pofes that they had fufficient proofs, fince nothing but the 
circumfiance of the place where he was tried, prevented 
his immediate condemnation. They could fee the Capi- 
tol, which Manlius had preferved, from the Campus 
Martius, where his fentence was to be pronounced $ and 
this fight alone abated the refentment of the centuries 
againft the ciiminal ; fo that the people, who could nei- 
ther refolve to condemn nor acquit him, delayed pio- 
' nouncing fentence more than once, and every time post- 
poned this affair for three market-days. In the mean 
time, Manlius omitted nothing that could move his judges 
to compaflion. He produced above four hundred ple- 
. beians, whofe debts he had paid, and whpm he. had de- 
. livered out of the hands of their; creditors. He (hewed 
the people thirty fuits of armour, the fpoils of thirty ene- 
mies, whom he had (lain in fingle combat. He was the 
firft Roman who had deferved a mural crown by fighting 
on hor.feback. He had been honoured with eight civic 
crowns, for having faved in battle the lives of fo many 
citizens; and had been thirty-feven times rewarded by 
his generals for extraordinary valour. He had faved in 
battle the life of C. Servilius, when general of the horfe, 
and had received two wounds on that occafion. But his 
greateft glory was his having defended the Capitol againft 
the attack of the Gauls. This important fervice fup- 
ported the criminal, notwithftanding the evident proofs 
of his crime. Looking often at the Capitol, he called 
upon Jupiter and the other gods for fuccour, conjuring 
the people to turn their faces to that fan&uary, and think 
of the gods, who refided there, when they were going to 
pronounce judgement. The people, having before their 
eyes the place where, by fighting fo valiantly againft the 
Gauls, he had faved Rome, could not refolve to find him 
guilty. The tribunes, perceiving their difpofition, de* 
ferred the decifion of the affair to another day, and ap- 
pointed the place of the affembly to be in the Petelinc 
wood, without the gate Flumentana, whence the Capitol 
could not be feen. Then the objeft, which had laved 

Manlius, 
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Manlius, no longer dazzling the eyes of his judges, they 
forgot his glory* and remembered only his crime. The 
public welfare gained the afcendant over their gratitude, 
and Manlius was condemned to be thrown headlong from Ctndemntd 
the Capitol he had preferred. The fentence was no andexc* 
fooner pronounced than put in execution: the houfe, cuU ** 
where he had held his private cabals, was razed to the 
ground; and it was decreed, that no patrician (hould 
thenceforth dwell in the Capitol, left the advantageous fi- 
tuation of a fortrefs that commanded the whole city 
(hould fuggeft and facilitate the defign of enslaving it. v 

The Manlian family alfo came to a refolution among them- 
felvcs, that no member of it fliould ever bear the prae- 
nomen of Marcus. But how inconftant is the multitude ! 
Manlius was fcarce dead, when his lofs was generally la* 
mented, and a plague, which foon followed, afcribed to 
the anger of Jupiter againft the authors of his death u . 

The punifhment of the feditious Manlius neither Yr * of Fl, 
brought any difcredit upon his relations, nor leflened their * '^i' 
intereft. On the contrary, his brother A. Manlius wafr "t**. 
chofen one of the military tribunes at the very next elec- U. C. 375. 

tion. His colleagues were, L. Valerius, Ser. Sulpicius, ■ — 

L. Lucretius, L. -dEmilius, and M. Trebonius. During W*r*vohk 
their administration, the Volfci threatened the republic the * r ^ Mj ' 
with a new war ; the cities of Circaei and Velitrae conti- j^KJ! 
nued in their revolt ; Lanuvium itfelf, which had been 
hitherto ever faithful to Rome, declared againft her, and 
all the cities of Latium feemed ready to rife in their 
turns : and, to add to the misfortunes of the republic, the 
plague ftill raged in the city. However, the fenate judged 
it neceffaty to engage the people to confent to a war. 
With this view, they promifed to divide the Pomptin ter- 
ritory among them ; and nominated five commiffioners to 
regulate the diftribution of the lands, and three others to 
lead a colony to Nepete : but this deign was not put in 
execution till nine years after. However, the comitia by 
tribes being affembled, it was decreed, that a war (hould 
be declared with the feveral enemies of Rome, notwith- 
ftanding the opposition - of the tribunes of the people. 
Accordingly, an army wasraifed; but the plague conri- 
nuing to rage, the military tribunes could not lead their 
troops into the field. In the mean time, the inhabitants 
of Prsenefte, following the example of the other colonies, 
revolted, and committed great devaluations in the territo- x 

* Plut. ibid* Liv* lib. vi. cap. 20. 

ries 
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ries of the Gabini, Tufcukni, and Labicani, who cboti* 
nued ftcady in their alliance with Home. Though thcfe 
faithful allies* brought complaints to the fenate, of the 
hoftifttie* committed in their diftri&s, yet the fathers pre- 
tended not to believe them, cboofing rather to difiemble* 
than to take up arms in their prefemt unhappy foliation. 
But the Romans, who fcarce ever fufiered any attempt 
againft their republic to efcape unpunifhed, only fbf* 
pended their, reientment v for in the military tribuncfi&ip 
of Sp. Papirius, L. Papirius, Ser. Cornelius, Q^ Servi* 
lius, Ser. Sulpicius, and L. JEm&us, the two PapirS 
being fent againft the Veliterni, defeated them, though 
joined by great numbers from Prenefte, ami obliged them 
to take fhelter within the walls of their city. However* 
the generals did not think it advifeable either to attempt 
. a doubtful fiege, or to carry hoftilitics fo far as to exter- 
" minate a Roman colony. The fenate alfo judged it more. 
neceffary to purfue the war with vigour againft the Prae- 
neftini, who bad farther provoked the Romans, by affift* 
iag their irreconcileable enemies the Volfci w . * 
C**8lus The importance of thefe expeditions induced the at 

tkojsn mi- fembled centuries to raife Camtthis a fixth time to the 
kt**ytri* military tribunefliip. He was indeed very unwilling to- 
bunt* embark again in public affairs, being now' very infirm, 

and apprehenfive of the viciffitudes of fortune. He there- 
fore endeavoured to decline the honour which the people 
had conferred upon him, pleading his age and infirmi- 
ties. But the people would not hearken to his represen- 
tations. " We do not expe£k (faid they) that €amillus 
Oiauld perfonally engage either on foot or on horfeback; 
or that he fhould join the bravery of the private foldier to 
the wifdom of the general. All we now defire of him is, 
to aflift our armies with his counfel, and command them ' f 
this is enough to make them invincible." Camillus could 
not avoid complying with their requeft : he Accepted the 
military tribunefliip, in which he had for his colleagues, 
A. Poflhumitis, L. Pofthumius, L, Furius, L. Locrerius, 
arid M. Fabius Ambuftus. The command of the army, 
to be employed againft the Volfci, was decreed to Ca+ 
millus by the fenate 5 but it fell by lot to L. Furies to be 
joined with him in the command *. The two gfenerab 
commanded an army of four legions, confifting of four 
^ thoufand men each, which marched to Sutrium, where 
the Volfci and Preneftini had formed * camp, and waited 

w Idem ibid. cap. ai, %u * Liv, ibid. cap. 2a. 

without 
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wkfeout fear fof the Romans, depending on their great 
foperiority in number, and flufhed with their late fuccefs 
againft Satrkum, which they had taken. Cam ill us, whe- 
tier be waked to recover his health (for he was greatly 
iadifpofed), or to receive a reinforcement of troops, was 
not in hafte to rifk a battle. But, in the mean time, the 
Volfci appearing drawn up in battalia, and provoking the 
Romans, the latter could hardly be reftrained from Tally- 
ing out of their camp, and falling upon the enemy. 
Their ardour for fighting was increafed by the tafh dif- 
Courfes of young Furius, who imputed the prudent delays 
of his colleague to old age, which, he faid, had chilled 
his blood. At length the Volfci advanced into the open 
fields, and carried on: their lines almoft to the Roman 
camp. This was fuch an infult, as neither Furius nor 
his legions could hear. The young general, therefore, n$k+. 
addreffing himfelf to Camillas, obferved, that he was the mans em- 
only perfon in the army for delaying the engagement 5 £*<?'» *• 
and urged him to comply with the defires of the foldiers. g J^f e ^ 
Camillas anfwered, with an air of fuperiority, but with Catmilk* 
great temper, that hitherto Rome had not been diffatisfied 
cither with his conduct or fuccefs ; but, neverthelefs, .if 
the impetuofity, which hurried the foldiers on to an En- 
gagement, could not be reftrained, he wiflied them fuc- 
cefs ; but defired to be excufed, on account of his age, -\ 
from engaging in the foremoft ranks* 

Furius drew up his troops in order of battle ; but Ca- 
raillus made it his bufinefs to prepare a corps de referve to 
affift his colleague in cafe of diftrefs : this laft charged 
with great vigoiir, and the Volfci, feigning to give way, 
drew the Roman legions half-way up the hill, oh which &* P** ** 
their camp was fituated; then tallying out with ^ rew "^^//« 
troops, by 'the advantage of the ground, they obliged the °' cu 
Romans to retire in great diforder. The Volfci purfued 
them clofe to the very gates of their camp, which thofe 
brave legions, a little oefore fo deGrous of fighting, ftrovc 
by a (hamefttl flight to regain. Camillus, though greatly 
incHfpdfcd, no fobner heard, that the Romans were de- 
feated, than he quitted his tent ; and haftening to the gate 
of the camp with his body of referve, cried out to the 
flying legions, u Is this then, Romans, the victory you. 
were fo fure of ? What god or man can you blame but 
yourfelves? You are come to feek for flielter in that 
camp,, which you were fo defirous to abandon ; but you 
fliall not enter it till you have repulfed the enemy J* 
Having uttered thefe word*, he put himfelf at the head 
... of 
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of the troops, which he had kept with him in the camp \ 
and, encouraging the legions that had fled, to return with 
him to the engagement, he obliged, the enemy to retire. 

Next day he drew up his troops in the plain, and chal- 
lenged the enemy to a fecond engagement. Furius, whom 
Camillas had placed at the head of the cavalry, behaved 
in the battle, which enfued, with uncommon valour : for 
the infantry being hard prefled, he prevailed upon his . 
cavalry to difmount, and came fo opportunely to the re- 
lief of the foot, that the numerous army of the Volfci 
was entirely routed, their camp taken, and their chief 
commanders were either flain, or made prifoners^. 
Among the captives were found fome Tufculans, who, as 
their city was in alliance with Rome, were feparated from 
the reft, and brought before the generals. Upon exami- 
nation, they declared, that they had taken arms with the 
confent, and by the order, of their magiftrates. This de- 
claration alarmed Camillus, who thought it neceflary to 
go in perfon to Rome with the prifoners, and lay the mat- 
ter before the fenate* During his abfence, he left the 
army under the command of Furius, who was now grown 
prudent by the ill fuccefs of his late attempt. However, 
it was generally believed, both in the camp and in the 
city, that the general's chief bufinefs at Rome was to ao 
cufe his colleague, whofe rafli conduct had like to have 
deftroyed the army. The fenate therefore was furprifed 
to hear him fpeak of nothing"but the revolt of the Tufcu- 
lans. He was charged to punifh their defe£tion in an ex- 
emplary manner, and allowed to choofe any one of his 
five colleagues, to command with him in this new expe- 
dition. They all made intereft to attend him, in order to 
learn the art of war under £o great a general. But the 
generous Camillus, to the great furprize both of the fe- 
nate and army, preferred Furius to all the reft, being 
more defirous to conceal the fhame of one, who had per- 
fonally affronted him, than to purfue the di&ates of re- 
venge •, an inftance of moderation, which gained him no 
lefs efteem and veneration than all his victories ! The 
two generals began their march ; and either the artifice 
of thofe faithlefs allies, or their true repentance, gave the 
wife Camillus a frefh opportunity of fignalizing his mo- 
deration : for, when he entered their territories, he faw 
the hufbandmen at work in the fields, as in times of the 
profoundeft peace ; the magiftrates of the city fent him 



y Li v. ibid > cap. 23,94* 
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Pfovifiops, and came out to meet him. When hi enter- 
ed the city, he found the citizens, with their wives and 
children, walking about the ftreets, without betraying the 
leaft fear or furprize. The fchools and (hops were open* 
the -markets full, and not the leaft fign of war could be 
diftinguifhed. The general, pleafed to find the Tufculans 
returned to their duty* affembled the chief men of their 
republic ; and, having told them, that they had found 
out the true fecret of difarming the refentment of the Ro* 
mans, advifed to fend a deputation to Rome, and apply 
to the fenate, who were the proper judges, whether their 
prefent conduit was a fufficient atonement for their paft 
defe&ion. -Deputies were accordingly difpatched ; who* 
being habited in mourning, with the di&atof at their 
head, addrefled the confcrjpt fathers in a fuppliant man* 
ner. The fenate readily forgave them, and foon after 
even granted them the privileges of Roman citizens (£)« 
Thus tended the fixth military tribunelhip of the incom- 
parable Camillus *. . 

The military tribunes chofen to fucceed him and hi$ 
colleagues were L. Valerius, P. Valerius, L. Menentus, 
C. Sergius, Sp. Papirius, and Sen Cornelius, whofe ad* 
miniftration was difturbed by domeftic feditions, and a 
foreign war. Sp. Pofthumius, one of the cenfors* dying* 
the other laid down his office, as the law dii!e&ed, and the 
Romans proceeded to a new ele&ion. But, ad the patrici- 
ans were afraid of a cenfus, which muft of courfe have dif- 

*Plut. in Canlilk). Liv, lib. vi. cap. 15, i6» 
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(E) The municipal towns, 
and Roman colonies, enjoyed 
the right of citizenfhip, which 
had {onetime* mote, fomc- 
times fewer privileges annex- 
ed to it. 'The municipal cities 
enjoyed this privilege by a par* 
titular grant from the fenate 
and people, without being 
obliged to change their own 
form of government. But 
there was this difference be- 
tween them, that fome of them 
could, others could not, either 
give their votes, or ftand can- 
didates for offices. This ac- 
count of the municipia, and 
the difference between them, 
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is agreeable to I/rvy, who tellft 
us, that the inhabitants of Ca£* 
re were made municipes with 
the right of fuffrage ; and 
elfewhere fpeaking of Fundi * 
and Formise, fays, that thefe 
two cities did not obtain th* 
right of fuffrage without much 
application, though they had 
already the right of citizenfhip* 
As for the Roman colonies, 
they enjoyed more or fewer 
privileges and exemptions pe- 
culiar to Rorrian citizens, irf 
proportion to their fidelity, and 
the fervices they rendered thd 
republic. 
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covered their riches, and exceflive ufury, they pretenrfecf, 
that there was fome defeft in the election ; and thence" 
took occafion to declare, that it was againft the will of the* 
gods that Rome fliould have any cenfors that year. On 
the other hand, the tribunes of the people ufed their* ut- 
moft endeavours to bring on a new ele&ion of cenfors as 
foon as poffible. This ftruggle occafioned great difturb- 
ances; during which the Praeneftines entered the Roman 
territory, and advanced to the very gates of the city. 
However, the tribunes would fuffer no levies to be made, 
till the fenate had recourfe to the ufual expedient, in great 
extremities. Titus Qumftius was in all hafte nominated 
di&ator ; and he appointed A. Sempronius to be his ge- 
neral of horfe. The Prseneftines no fooner underftood, 
that Rome had created a di&ator, than they removed far- 
ther ofl> and troops were raifed in the city without oppo- 
fition. The efoemy, hoping that the banks of the Allia 
would' always' prove unlucky to the Romans, encamped 
on the fpot where they had been defeated by the Gauls. 
But tkei* hoped proved vain j for the diftator purfued 
them, and gave them a total overthrow. They fled td 
Praenefte ; but the di&ator coming up with them before 
they reached that place, defeated them in a fecond en- 
gagement, took all their ftrong places in a few days, and 
then appeared before Praenefte itfelf, which capitulated. 
Quindius, having thus reduced the enemy, returned to 
Rome, and brought with him from Prcenefte the ftatue 
of Jupiter Imperator ; which, as an eternal monument 
of his glory, was placed in the Capitol between Jupiter 
Gapitolinus and Minerva. The di&ator entered Rome in 
triumph, and then laid down his office, which had lafted 
but twenty-five days a . 

The. complaints of the infolvent debtors, which ftilf 
continued, occafioned this year an alteration in the go- 
vernment. Whether the afiembled centuries divided the 
military tribunefhip between the patricians and plebeians 
of their own accord, or by conftraint, is uncertain ; but 
we are told by all the ancients, that three military tri- 
bunes were chofen out of the nobility, and three out of 
the people The patricians were, P. Manlius, C. Man- 
illas, and L. Julius ; the plebeians, C. Sextilius, M. Al- 
binius, and L. Antiftius. The two Manlii, without 
drawing lots, were appointed to command the army 
•gainit the Yolfci ; but Rome had foon occafion to repent 
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trf fiife choice flie had made; for having divided their 
army, and encamped near each other, 'they fent out their 
Cavalry to forage, without being well acquainted with the 
Country. The enemy did not think proper to intercept 
the foragers ; but found means, by a ftratagem, to draw 
the whole Roman army into an ambufcade. They fent , 
to the Roman camps a Latin foldier, clifguifed like a Ro* . * 

man, to acquaint the generals, that their foragers were 
furrounded by the enemy, and muft be inevitably cut off, 
if not relieved without delay. This was a general alarm z. 
the two commanders, without fo much as thinking of de- 
taining the nteflertger who brought this falfe intelligence* 
marched out of their camps with precipitation, and in dif- 
order, hurrying their troops .into narrow paffes, where 
the Vdlfci lay in wait for them. The Romans, though 
in diforder, fought with incredible bravery, and were, 
by their defperate courage alone, preferred from total de- 
ftru&ion. But while they were wholly intent on defend- The Reman 
ing themfelves againft one body of the enemy's forces, c**P* ** m 
the other took and plundered the two Roman camps with- *?* "iff ^ 
out refiftance. The ill conduft of the Manlii made the tytfo'voU 
fenate deliberate, whether a dictator fliould be nominat- frf. 
ed ; but the enemy attempting nothing farther, it was re- 
folved to recall the army, and its commanders. During 
thefe misfortunes abroad, a profound peace reigned at 
home, which, no doubt, was owing to the (hare the ple- 
beians had in the government b . 

For the enfuing year the centuries chofe only patricians J 
viz. Sp. Furius, Q^ Servilius, C. Licinius, P. Claelius, 
M. Horatius, and L. Geganius. The people, therefore, 
renewed their ancient complaints ; and, in order to free 
themfelves from the oppreffions of the rich, got, at length, 
two cenfors Chofen, Servilius Prifcus and Claelius Siculus, <f w0 ten- 
who took an exaft account of the people and their effe&s ; firs chofen* 
and concluded the cenfus with a luftrum, which the Faf- 
ti Capitolini ' call the nineteenth from its inftitution.. „ 
Nothing now remained for the cenfors to do, but to 
put an end to the difputes between the patricians and 
plebeians, by relieving the poor debtors, who were op- 
prefled by the exceffive ufury of their avaricious creditors. 
In the mean, time, news being brought that the Volfci 
had entered the Roman territory, and were committing 
ravages there, the cenfors fufpended this work, under 
pretence, that it was of more confequence to the ftate to 

* Liv. ibid. cap. 30. 
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fuard againfl; hoftilities abroad than diflenGons at fuxfte 
►ut the tribunes of the people purfued their point* and, 
playing their ufual game, oppofed the levies ; fo that the 
fen ate were obliged to iflue a decree, that no perfon ihot^d 
be difturbed for debt, or even the payment of the ufual 
taxes, during the campaign. The levies were then made 
' without oppoGtion, and two armies railed* which march- 
7*'ortA* * n 6 ^y different ways into the country of the Volfci, laid 
FoJfci laid ll wafte, and returned to Rome with an ipunenfe booty, 
'mafit. the enemy not daring to appear in the fiel4 The patri- 
cians no £boner found themfelves free fron^tbc danger 
of a foreign war, than they cited their debtors to appear 
before the judges as ufual \ the tribunes of the people not 
being able to lend them any afliftanee fo long as peace 
continued abroad c . 

In the courfe of the following year the centuries t^hofe 
fix patrician military tribunes, namely, L. ifooijius, S. 
Sulpicius* P. Valerius, L. Quin&ius Cincinnati!** C 
Veturius, and C. QuindKus. During their adttuniftati^n* 
the Latins and VolTci, engaging in a new confederacy 
againft the republic, took the field, and encamped near 
Satricum. The patricians had, in all likelihood, at thi» 
time, the afcendant over the plebeians, for three armiea 
were raifed without the leaft oppofition *, one to. guard the 
' walls, another ready to march on the firft notice, and the 

third, which was the moil numerous, to attack the enemy 
in the neighbourhood of Satricum, under the command 
of P. Valerius and L. JEmilius. Thefe two .generals 
found the Latins and Volfci advaqtageouily polled ; but 
neverthelefs gave them battle \ and the a&ipn lafted till it 
was interrupted by fo violent a rain that neither party 
could keep the field. It was renewed next day, and* at 
firft, with pretty equal fuccefs on both fides : the Latins, 
who had been long in alliance with the Romans, having 
The Latins learnt of them the art of war. At length the Latin bat- 
*"*?**&* talions were broken, and put into diforder, by the Roman 
jeated. C2 N?bxy> and a general rout of the confederate army en- 
' fued. The fugitives retired in great disorder firft to Sa- 
tricum, about two miles from the field of battle, and from 
thence to Antium, with a defign to fecure themfelves in 
that city. But the Antiates, not thinking their city in a 
condition to hold out a long fiege, were for fumndering 
to the Romans upon honourable terms. 

tLiv.ibidrCap. £T« 
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The reft of the Yolfci, being alfo weary of the war, ex- 
pretfed an indication to peace. But the Latins, obfti- S a ^ am 
natdy bent upon purfuing the war, feparated from them f^'^ 
in a great rage, which they vented upon Satricum, though jj-^f 
belonging to the Volfd, and the very place, which had 
ferved them for a retreat after their overthrow. They 
reduced the town to afhes, fparing only . a temple of the 
goddefs Matuta, whom the Greeks, as Plutarch informs 
as, worftiipped under the name of Leucothea, or Ino, the 
daughter of Cadmus. From Satricum they marched into 
the country of the Tufculans, furprifed their .city, and * m h9for*> 
put all the inhabitants they met with to the fword, for pri/e T*f~ 
having renounced the Latin confederacy, and accepted culumt 
the privileges of Roman citizens. Great numbers of thte 
Tufculans retired, with their wives and children, into the 
citadel, and from thence fent meflengers to acquaint the 
Romans with their misfortune. An army, which had 
been kept ready againft any unforefeen accident, was' im- 
mediately fent to their relief, under the command of L. 
Quinftius and Ser. Sulpicius, two of the military tribunes, which u 
who took the place by aflault, and put ail the Latins newtrtd 
within the walls of Tufculum to the fword. The tribunes, h tk * • 
haying thus recovered the city, led back their army to ******** 
Romfe*. 

The peace concluded with the Antlates, and the defeat 
of the Latins, gave the republic an interval of reft from 
foreign wars. 3$ut at home the. avarice of the patricians 
facreafed the rnifery of the poorer fort of people. As all 
the debtors were prefled to pay their debts at the fame 
time, one friend could not aflift the other; fo that 
inoft of them becoming infolvent, were delivered up 
to thfeir creditors, and reduced to flavery; which me- Thtfowtr 
lancholy fcene fo deprefled the fpirits, not only of the fif* &***! 
tneaner plebeians, but even of the moft confiderable of ^Sfig 
that order, that, far from ftanding in competition with r j c £ 
the nobles for the military tribunefliip, they even neg- 
je&ed to fue for the plebeian magiftracies ; infomuch that 
the patricians feemed to have engrofled for ever the whole 
adnliniftr'ation of public affdirs. But at this very criGs a 
trifling accident afforded the plebeians an opportunity of 
fhalcing bff the yoke they groaned under, and carrying 
their pretenfions higher than ever. Fabius Ambuftus, 
an illwtrious patrician, but very popular, had two daugh- 
ters i of whom the elder was married to Ser. Sulpicius, a 

< Liv. lib. vi. cap. %t 9 33. 
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patrician, and at this time military tribune } the youoge* 
was* matched to Licinius Stole, a rich plebeian. It hap-j 
The vanity pened, that while the younger filler was paying a vifit to 
§fa wo- t h e ^lder, Sulpicius came home from the forum* where 
he had been difcharging the duties of his office, attendee! 
by a croud of clients and by the liftors ; who, thundering 
at the door with the ftaff of the fafces, gave notice that 
the magiftrate was coming. This noife, to which the 
wife of Licjnius was not apcuftomed, put her into a fright, 
which her fifter taking notice of, could not forbear laugh- 
ing at her, feeming much to wonder at her ignorance. 
This laughter, how innocent foever, was conftrued, by 
the younger fifter, into an infult upon her, on account of 
the ignoble family into which fhe was married. This 
imaginary affront greatly provoked her ; and her uneafi- 
nefs was increafed by the croud of people that came to 
pay their £Ourt to her fifter, and receive her commands. 
Her father, perceiving by her countenance that fomething 
troubled her, kindly afked, what it, was, and whether all 
was well at home. At firft he could get no fatisfa£tory 
anfwer ; but at length prevailed upon her, with foft words, 
to difclofe the fecret: " You have married me (faid fhe) 
into a family which is excluded from enjoying the chief 
honours of the republic^ What a vaft difference is there 
between my fitter's condition and mine ?" Her father, 
who was very fond of her, did all that lay in his power, 
to comfort her : li Do not be~uneafy, (faid h^), you flball 
foon fee as much ftate at your own, houfe, as you were 
furprifed to find at your filter's." 

From this time he entered into zr\ aflbciation with U-? 
andSexttus c i n j USj hi s fon-in-law, and L. Sextius, a young plebeian 
t*niepa- °^ extraordinary parts, who wanted, nothing but a noble 
trieiansand birth to qualify him for the higheft offices of the repub- 
flebeians lie. Their defign was to abolifh the military tribunefhip, 
reftore the confulftiip, procure for the plebeians a fliare 
in that fqpreme dignity, and, in fhort, to put the patri- 
cians and plebeians upon an equal footing. To compafs 
this defign, \t was thought expedient, that Licinius and 
Sextius ftiould begin, by obtaining the plebeian tribune- 
fhip for the next year, which would enable them to pave 
themfelves a way tp the higheft dignities. The two can- 
didates were accordingly admitted ; and having carried 
that firft point, they bent al| their thoughts and power to 
deftroy the grandeur of the patricians, and promote the 
"intereft of the people. The firft ftep they took* was to 
pfopofe a law for fupprefiing the military tribunefliip^ 
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ajeftoring the confulate, and requiring that of the two con* 
• iuls to be annually chofen, one fhould always be a pit-* 
beian. In order to engage the people to pafs this law, 
they added two others to it, relating to the debts, and the 
Conquered lands. The firft imported, that the intereft 
already paid (hould be reckoned as a difcharge of fo much 
of the principal ; and the remainder of it be paid at dif- 
ferent equal payments. The fecond reftrained any Ro- 
man citizen from poffeffing more than five hundred acres 
of land : whatever lands any one held beyond that re- 
ftri£tion, were to be taken from him, and divided among 
the poorer citizens. 

The patricians, alarmed and terrified at thefe projects, 
frequently met, in order to deliberate on the moft proper 
means *o ayerj: the impending evil ; but could fix upon no 
other, except that of dividing the tribunes of the people, 
and engaging one part of the college tp oppofe. the at- 
tempts of the other. Accordingjy, they gained over the They are 
other eight : Licinius arid Sextius aflernbled the tribes fe- oppofed by 
veral times, in order to get their Jaw paflTed, but were the 9lfttr 
always oppofed by their colleagues ; who, as foon as the ir ^ uneSm 
law began to be read, never failed to cry out, " We pro- 
ved againft it." Thefe protefts of one part of the tribunes 
againft the others, were often repeated at different comi- 
tia ; infomuch that the two popular tribunes could not 
even bring their laws to the hearing of the people. Being 
therefore at length tired with fuch frequent difturbances 
and interruptions, they refolved to proteft in their turns. 
t€ Very well (faid Sextius to his colleagues), Gnce you are 
fo delighted with hearing the word Veto, / forbid, or pro- 
feft* we (hall foon find occaGon to repeat it too, and to 
(the advantage of the people." Accordingly, when the. 
centuries aflernbled to elect military tribunes for the next 
year, Sextius and Licinius cried out in their turns, " We 
proteft againft it j" an interppfition which put a ftbp to all 
proceedings. As thefe two were continued in the ple- 
beian tribunefhip, they renewed the fame oppofition for 
five years fucceffively ; fo that the republic fell into a kind T6* repub* 
of anarchy, none but plebeian officers being ejected, that {**/**!* 
is, tribunes and aediles. Thus the patricians were entirely ™J^Jf ar jL 
excluded from the government ; and this intermiflion of 
fuperior magiftrates plaped Licinius and Sextius, who 
were the popular tribunes, in fome degree at the head of 
the republic. So that Fabius's promife to his daughter 
frjay be faid to have been performed from this time % 
f lav. lib. vi. cap. 34, 35, 
^ P 4 Liciniu* . 
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Licinius and Sextius were juft ele&ed tribune* of the 
people a fixth time, when the inhabitants of Velitne de- 
clared war againft Rome, overran the lands of the re- 
public, and even laid fiege to the city of Tufculum. As 
the Tufculans had long been allies, and lately admitted 
Citizens of Rome, Sextius and Licinius, aibamed to refufe 
them affiftance, waved their oppofition, and fuffered an 
aflembly to be held by an interrex for' electing military 
tribunes. Six patricians were chofen ; L. Furius, P. Vaw 
lerius, A, Manlius, Ser. Sulpitius, C. Valerius, and Ser. 
Cornelius. Thefe, having made the neceflary levies^ 
VheYtT%~ marched againft the enemy, defeated them, raife'd the 
ftatej!' fcge °f Tufculum, and invefted Velitrx. But as the ge-r 
' nerals, who began the fiege, could not make themfelves 
matters of the place before the year expired, fix new mi- 
litary tribunes were created, without the leaft oppofition, 
to -purfue the war with the Veliterni, till their city was 
reduced. It happened'very unfortunately for the patriU 
cians, that Fabius Ambuftus, the father-in-law of Lici- 
nius Stolo, was chofen military tribune. His five col- 
leagues were, Q^ Servilius, M. Cornelius, C. Veturius, 
Q^Quin&ius, and A. Cornelius. The promotion of Fa- 
bius encouraged the tribunes to purfue theifr point with 
more vigour than ever. They found means to gain over 
three of their colleagues 5 fo that of the ten tribunes five 
^ ' were now for the publication of the laws, and five agaiijft 

Jfeiv Atf- Licinius and Sextius were now the eighth year in office. 
urbancesi Being by long habit thoroughly praftifed in the art of 
managing the people, they held frequent aflembiies, and^ 
in the prefence of the multitude, aflced the patricians the 
^™il*db followin g q ueftion s ; Whether they did not think it un-, 
YhTtrL ^ reafonable, that they mould poffefs each above five hun- 
bmtu dred acres pf land, whilft a great number of the plebeians 
had fcarce ground enough whereon to build themfelves a 
fmail habitation to live in, or a fepulchre for their family, 
** How can you, patricians, faid they, even in point of in- 
tereft, account for your making your miferable debtors 
languifli in chains, and absolutely putting it out of their 
power to pay you, by keeping them in prifon ? And yet 
what is more common than to fee thefe wretched citi- 
zens delivered up into the hands of their creditors by your 
courts of juftice ? Are not the houfes of the patricians 
become fo many prifons ?" When they perceived, that thefe 
enquiries made a great impreflion on the minds of the 
people, they immediately added, t€ And what remedy can 

b$ 
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be provided againft thefe misfortunes ? Since our tribunes 
are not able to prote& us, we muft introduce fome of the 
plebeians into the higheft offices. Nor will it be fufficient, 
that plebeians are qualified by law to be confuls. Was 
not the number of military tribunes encreafed on purpofe 
that the plebeians might have a (hare in that magiftracy ? 
and yet how few have been raifed to it : and how much 
eafier will it be for the patricians, when there are but two 
places to be filled, to fecure tfiemfclves? It is therefore 
neceflary, that a law be pafled, laying Rome under a ne- 
ceffity of choofing one of her fupreme governors out of 
the people. From that very day, and not till then, may 
the Roman people be deemed to have banifhed kings from 
Rome, and eftabliflied liberty on a lafting bafis." When 
the trihunes found, that the people liftened to thefe dif- 
courfes with great pleafure, they added a fourth law to 
the three already mentioned, importing, that decemviri 
(hould be ele&ed inftead of duumviri, to preferve and in- 
terpret the Sibylline books, and that five of them (ho.uld 
be always plebeians. However, all proceedings on this, as 
well as on the other regulations, were fufpended till the 
redaction of Velitrae, that the foldiers employed in that 
fiege, who made fo great a part of the people, might not 
be excluded from giving their votes, whenfuch important 
innovations were on the carpet f . 

The year expiring before the return of the army, the 
republic chofe fix new military tribunes ; L. Quindius, 
Sp. Servilius, Serv. Cornelius, L. Papirius, , Serv. Sulpi* 
this, and L. Veturius. Licinius and Sextius were (till 
continued in their employment, the people being eager to 
have thefe two oppofers of the patrician party carry on 
and complete their defigns. The Roman army was no 
fooner returned from the fiege of Velitre, than Lidinius 
and Sextius fummoned the people once more, declaring, 
that they would proceed to the publication of the law, 
without any regard to the oppofition of their colleagues. 
The patricians, feeing their cafe defperate, had recourfe Vr. of FI. 
to the laft refuge, which was, to nominate a didtator. J 99o. 
The man who feemed moft proper to fit at the helm of Ante ^ h ^ 
afiairs in fo tempeftuous a feafon, was Camillus ; and, u. C. too. 

accordingly, the fathers with unanimous confent raifed -J ' 

him to that dignity the fourth time. Camillus was not Camillus 
very forward to accept the charge, being unwilling to d&aior. 
ijtrarTel with thofe very men whofe valour he had fo often 

t J,iv. cap. 36, 37« 
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employed in war. As affairs were then fitu^ted, he could 
expert nothing, but either to difobiige the commons, if 
he fucceeded ; or to contribute to the ruin of his party, V 
if he did not* However, that zealous patriot did not 
refufe to aflift his country, when it fo much wanted his 
authority. From the day he was nominated dictator, the 

?>6wer of the tribunes of the people ought to have been 
ufpended. But Licinius and Sextius, without paying 
any regard to the dictator, continued ftill to aflemble the 
people, who being met in the forum on the day appoint- 
Hetrf ec *> tne four laws were recited. The tribes had already 
wents the begun to give their fuffrages in order, and the firft had 
faffing of actually voted in favour of the laws, when the dictator, 
the la ™* full of indignation, and attended by a great body of pa- 
$ketri-> tricians, repaired to the afiembly, and there feated him- 
huntu felf in his tribunal. As the tribunes were divided among 
themfqlves, fame declaring for the laws, and others pro- 
tefting againft them, the dictator, rifing up, declared, 
that he was come to fupport the privileges of the people \ 
apcf that he would never fuffer one part of the tribunes 
to deprive the other of their right of oppofitipn. The 
two heads of the tribunes laughed at this artful fpeech \ 
and,- purfuing their meafures with great fteadinefs, con- 
tinued to take the fuffrages of the people. Camillus was 
fo provoked by their prefumption, that he ordered hi$ 
lienors to drive away the tribes from their refpective places, 
threatening, at the fame time, that if they did not dif T 
perfe immediately, he would aflemble them in the Cam- 
pus Martius, enrol" them for fervice, and order them to. 
march into the field without delay. On the other hand* 
the tribunes, to encourage the people* had the boldnefe 
to threaten the dictator, that, as foon as his dictatorfhip 
was expired, they would g?t him condemned in a fine o£ 
fifty thoufand drachmae, if he prevented the people from, 
giving their fuffrages. However, the tribes, terrified at 
the menaces of a magiftrate who had the power of life: 
and death, retired, and the comitia were poftponed to 
another day. But Camillus, feeing the people too much 
tats dawn enra g ea * t0 be brought to any terms, either by authority 
his office. or perfuafion, withdrew to his own houfe, and foon after 

laid down his office g . 
P. Mtnlius Tlie fenate, after a fhort interregnum, named P. Matv- 
dtfiator* lius to fucceed Camillus. Manlius foon appeared to be a. 
great favourer of the people; for the firft fljep he took ws^s 

t Liv. lib. vi. cap. 3$, 
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jto name a plebeian C. Licinius, not Licinius the fon-In? Nam** « 
law of Fabius, for his general of the horfe. Sextius and pM*i*n 
Licinius no longer doubted but they fhould be able to f* rh *f*i m 
bring their defigns to a happy conclufion under the admi- JSa, 
initiation of ta dictator who favoured them, and the pro- * 
tefldonofhis general of horfe, provided they could find 
means to bp continued in the tribunefhip. For this pur- 
ipofe they pretended , that they would no longer ferve, re- 
prcfenting to the people, that they were grown old in the 
tribunefhip to no purpofe ; and that, after ftruggling nine 
years with the fenate for the good of the people, the only 
ftcompence they had met with was negleft and ingra- 
titude. " Shall our laws, faid they, wholly tend to your 
benefit, and we receive no manner of advantage from 
them ourfelves ? Is it confident with modefty for you to 
afk great advantages by our means, while you refolve to 
leave us without honour, or even the hopes of honour ? 
To be plain then, the laws we have propofed are infc- 
paraible. If you are refolved to pafs them conjointly, then 
continue us in the tribunefhip. We (hall in that cafe 
make ufe of the authority you fhall inveft us with, to 
finifh the work we have begun. But if you are deter- 
mined to pafe tbofe laws which concern ufury, and the 
conquered lan*s, "without any regard to our intereft, we 
will accept of the tribunefhip no longer ; and be allured, 
that you fhall not obtain your defires." The people were 
yeryearneft to. pafs the laws concerning the debts and 
conquered lands; but as to the other two laws, relating TM people 
to the re-eftablifhment of the confulate, on condition that gr<nu cold 
9ne pf the confuls fhould always be a plebeian, and the W,/A r *- 
changing of the duumviri into decemviri, the people did &*** ** , 
not give themfelves much concern about them, being well J^, s °{ r0m § 
apprifed, that the endeavours of the tribunes, to open a pofed by the 
way for the plebeians to arrive at the confulate, were tribunes* 
chiefly intended for their own private intereft. The tri- 
bunes therefore would not by any means fufFer the laws 
to be propofed feparately. Appius Claudius, grandfon to 
the famous decemvir, made a long fpeech, full of invec- 
tives, againft the two tribunes, expatiating on their info- 
lence in declaring that the people fhould not be allowed 
to pafs fuch laws as they approved,, unlefs they would at 
the fame time pafs others which they did not approve* 
But, notwithstanding his harangue, the two tribunes were 
chofen for the tenth time, the multitude faeittg afraid of 
iofing fuch able and jjp alous defenders. 

■ ' Not 
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Not long after their re-ele&ion, they obtained the paff» 
ing of that law which related to the care of the Sibylline 
books. This advantage contented the people for the pre- 
fent ; and fix military tribunes, all patricians, were created 
for the next year without the leaft difturbance ; namely* 
A. Cornelius, L. Veturius, M. Cornelius, P. Valerius, M. 
Geganius, and P. Manlius h . In the beginning of their 
admintftration, the tribunes ufed their utmoft efforts to 
get the other laws pafled, and the debates were carried to, 
fuch a height on both fides, that the citizens were upon 
the point s of taking up arms againft each other, when 
news were brought to Rome, that a numerous army of 
Gauls was in full march from the coafts of the Adriatic, 
with a*defign to revenge the defeat of their countrymen* 
The approach of fo dreadful an enemy fufpended the divi* 
fions of the commonwealth. The common danger united 
both patricians and plebeians, and prompted them to 
name a di&ator. The great Camillus was raifed to this a 
dignity the fifth time. He was indeed tttrned of fosrfcew, 
and had very lately laid down the dictatorship befoft* the 
ufual time: neverthelefs, his zeal for the welfarfe <tf his 
country induced him to facrifice the remaining part of hit 
life to the public good. He did not now plead infirmity 
to decline the charge, but readily undertook it ; and hav- 
ing made the neccffary, levies, marched out of Rome with 
all the vivacity of a young man, aftef he had named T. 
Quin£tius to be his general of the horfe. . As foon as he 
approached the camp of the Gauls, whieh was on the 
banks of the Anio, he pofted the fmalleft part of his army 
upon a hill of eafy afcent, and concealed the reft in the 
valleys behind rocks. 

The poor appearance of the Roman troops made the 
Gauls fo confident, that they pillaged the country quite 
up to his very trenches. Camillus, in order to incrcafe 
their confidence, fuflered them to proceed in the fame 
infuks for feveral days together, keeping himfelf quiet 
within his camp, which was well fortified on all fides. 
At length, perceiving that a great part of the enemy were 
Scattered in the country to pillage, and being informed / 
that thofe who remained in the camp did nothing night ancl 
day but drink and revel, he ordered his light-armed men to 
advance by night into the plain, and to prevent the ene- 
my from drawing up in-order of battle when they fliould 



k Liv* lib. vi. cap. 39, 40. 
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firft folly out of their camp. Early in the morning he 
marched down the hill with his main, body, and drew 
them up in battalia. The Gauls haftened out of their Defeats tkt 
treriche$ \ but the light-armed Romans, falling upon them Sauls on 
before they co»ld> range tbemfelves in their ufual order, *&* banks 
obliged them te begin the fight ia confufion. In the °f tke A**** 
mean time CaoiiUvs charged them with his heavy-armed 
legions, ajod made foch a daughter in. the fbremoft ranks* 
that the reft fled, and difperfed over the champain coun« 
tgy, thfi Romans being pofiefled of the hills* Thofe who 
efeaped the purfuit of the conquerors fled into Apulia* . 
Some writers ace of opinion, that from this time the 
Gauls began to fpread themfelves into Hlycicum, Panno* 
$&a, Thrace, Greece, and Afia Mmor. After thisa&ion, 
- the jti&atet led his victorious army againft Velitrae, the 
&£ge of which city hadbe^n interrupted. But the Veliterni 
frtbwittod to him without making the leaft refiftance : he 
t&trtned therefore to Rome* where the honours of a tri« 
u*nph were decreed him both by the fenate and people K 

Bufc the republic was in too gieat a fervent for the fe« 
ftafce to cosiest to his abdicating* the diflatorflup. The 
patricians thought, that, under the fheker of his great 
ftufce* and ahfqLnt* authority, they mould be better able 
*o contend with their adverfaries : for the people, proud of m 
their late viclory, were more obftinately bent than ever 
oa paffing the laws fo long difputcd* Sextius and Lici-» 
wiUSy feeing themfeives backed and fupported by the mul- 
titude, grew more audacious than ever, and took a more 
extraordinary ftep to efiefl: their'purpofe. As the di&ator <rfo f r ; m 
was one day fitting on his tribunal in the forum, an offi- bunesfeni 
ccr, font by thofe tribunes, commanded him to rife and an °Jp* er ** 
follow him, laying his hand upon him at the fame time* f ei !j* Ca " 
aft if he defigned to feize him, and carry him away by though Mc* 
force* At this infult, fuch a noife and tumult aroie in tator* , 
t&e forum, as never had been heard before, the patrici- 
ans,, who attended Camillus, driving back the officer, and 
thfc multitude at the .foot of the tribunal crying out, 
** PuU him down, pull him down." The defign of the 
tribunes was, by this violence to frighten Camillus into 
an abdication ; out he, though at a lofs what ftep to takei 
in fuch an emergency, would not lay down the authority 
which had been legally conferred upon him. In the midft 
of this uproar, he took refuge in the fenate-houfe, 'whither 
the patricians followed him \ and there the demands o£ 

* Plot, ia Camilla* Liv, lib, vi* cap. 411 

the 
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the people and their tribunes were taken into cohliderd^ 
tion. On this occafion Camillus made a vow to build a 
temple to Concord, in cafe he fucceeded in quieting thefeJ 
commotions. As the populace could not be prevailed 
upon by any means to abate of their pretentions, it was 
refolved, after many long and warm debates, to comply 
with their requeft, and to accept the three laws in 
queftion, as the only means to extinguifh their obftinate 
fury. Thus the government was changed, the confulate 
revived, and the military tribunefhip laidafide for ever k . 
Yr. of Fi. The people having thus carried their point, the comitia 
1996. W ere held for the eledion of confuls, when L. ^Emilius 
Ante Chr. Mamercinus, and L. Sextius, the plebeian tribune, were 
U J c?*tg6. raifed to that dignity. However, when: the ele&ion of 
- Sextius came to be confirmed by the fenate, the confeript 
Thefirft fathers abfolutely refufed to give their aflent. The new 
fUbeian difputes between the two parties on this occafion wertf 
«w^» carried to fo. great a length, that the people were ready to 
leave Rome, and feparate themfelves from the patricians* 
All the wifdom of a dictator univerfally efteemed was 
therefore necefiary to bring about an accommodation ; and 
Camillus found out an expedient to which both parties 
agreed. The confuls, and military tribunes, who had 
long fupplieij their places, were generals of the Roman 
armies, and at the fame time judges of civil affairs ; but, 
as they could not always attend to the latter branch of 
their office, being commonly during the fummer in the 
field, Camillus's expedient was, to feparate this funftion 
from the confulate, and to create a judge, with the title 
of Praetor, to whom it mould be appropriated. He ad- 
vifed the fenate to fuffer one conful to be chofen annu- 
ally out of the plebeians, on condition that the praetors 
fliould be always patricians. This motion was agreed to 
by both parties, the ele&ion of Sextius was confirmed* 
and all feuds and diffenfions in the republic were laid 
afide'(F). ^ 

* Plut. ibid- Liv. lib. vi. cap. 41. * LW. Ills vii. cap. U 

(F) The praetorfhip was then the management of political 

looked upon as the fecond dig- and military affairs. The prac- 

nity in the republic, the prsetor tor was the chief magiftrate 

being elected in the comitia concerned rn the adminiftratiori 

by centuries, and under the ofjuftice. At firft one praetor 

fame aufpices as the confuls ; only was appointed. Aftef- 

fo that they were in a manner wards, that is, about the year 

colleagues. The conful had of Rome 501, 'another wa$ 

added; 
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Tranquillity being thus re-eftablifhed, the fenate, in The Great 
gratitude to the gods, ordered the Great Games to be cele- Games. 
brated. Thefe (hews formerly lafted only three days, but 
iiow a fourth was added to them ; and on that account 
their name was changed from Ludi Magni, or Great 
Games, into that of Ludi Maximi, or the Greateft Games. 
The prefent aediles refufing, for what reafon we know- 
not, to make the neceflary preparations for the Great 
Games, though that was a branch of their office, the 
young patricians cried out, " That, fince the affair in 
queftion was to take care of the worfhip of the gods, they 
fliould think it no diflionour to be chofen aediles." The 
diftator accepted the offer, and propofed to the people 
the eftablifhment of two patrician aedilefliips, to which 
they agreed. Thefe patrician aediles, from the ivory chair 
call fella curulis, had the name of aediles curules, and The curule 
were of greater account, being curule magiftrates, than *£to* 
the plebeian aediles- Their bufinefs was to take care 
of the temples, theatres, games, markets, tribunals of 
juftice, and the city walls, and alfo to fee that no no- / * 

velty was introduced into religion. In after-ages they 
examined the fables, or pieces written for the ftage, 
and feem to have been the judges of other writings. 
To them the generals of armies, upon their return, de- 
livered the cofn and provifions taken from the enemy, 
as they furrendered the prifoners to the praetor and the 
money to the quaeftor. Nothing now remained but to 
mark out a place for the temple of Concord* which Ca- The temple 
millus had vowed. It was built, at the expence of the of fyttcerj. 

added : and then one of them the fecond triumvirate to fixty- 
applied himfelf to the admi- four ; but in the declenfibn of 
niftration of juftice among the the empire, they were reduced 
citizens, with the name of to three. When the number 
Praetor Urbanus, while the of the praetors was thus in- 
other decided the differences creafed, the praetor urbanus 
which arofe among foreigners, undertook the cognizance of 
with the title of Praetor Pere- private caufes, and. the others 
grin us. Upon the taking of that of crimes; whence they 
Sicily and Sardinia, two more were alfo ftyled Quaefitores. 
praetors were created to affift Befides thefe, there were alfo 
the confuls in the government, provincial praetors, whofe bufi- 
and as many more upon the nefs it was to adminifter juftice 
entire conqueft of Spain. Syl- to the Roman provinces, and 
la encreafed their number to command the troops there in 
eight ; Julius Caefar, firft to time of war, till their office, 
ten, afterwards to fixteen ; and which was annual, expired, 

* ' public* 
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public, upon an eminence at the. foot of the Capitol; fo 
that it was feen from the forum, and the places where the 
aflemblies were held, and juftice was adminiftered. Thus 
ended a year fo glorious for Camillus. He had overcome 
the mo ft formidable enemies of Rome, reftored peace to 
the republic, and calmed the people without exafperating 
the nobility. Full of glory, therefore, and of years, he laid 
down the dictatorfhip, wholly bent on fpending the fmall 
remainder of bis days in the repofc and tranquillity of a 
private life. 

The enfuing year continued quiet both at home and 
abroad, except that the tribunes of the people complained, 
that for one plebeian conful granted to the people, the pa- 
tricians had gained three curule magiftrates. Their com- 
plaints, backed with the murmurs of the people, made 
an impreflion on the fenate ; and the patricians confented, 
that the curule aediles fliould be chofen out of the ple- 
beians every fecond year. Afterwards they left the peo- 
ile at full liberty to choofe them every year out of either 
ody. Thefe eftablifhments being once made, Rome 
enjoyed a profound peace under the adminiftration of the 
new confuls, L. Genucius, a plebeian, and Servilius 
Ahala, a patrician. This year a dreadful plague broke 
out, and fwept away great numbers $ amongft the reft, 
one cenfor, three tribunes of the people, and one curule 
aedile ; but the rood fatal ftroke was the death of Ca- 
millus, who was much regretted by all ranks of peddle. 
He was defervedly ftyted a fecond Romulus, the firfl 
having founded, and he reftored, the city m . He is faid 
never to have fought a battte without gaining a vi&ory, 
never to have befieged a city without taking it, and never 
to have led an army into the field, which he did not bring 
back loaded with glory and booty. He was a zealous 
patriot, and, though perfecuted by his ungrateful coun- 
try, would never execute any fcheme of refentment againft 
her. The neceffities of the public ria fooner obliged the 
people to have recourfe to him, than, forgetting the 
affronts he had received, he took upon him the condu& 
©f the moll difficult undertakings. He was a patrician by 
defcent, but not aftuated by party zeal, his love for the 
public being the only rule of his condu&. He favoured 
the plebeians when the intereft of the public rendered it 
neceflary, without flattery or felf-intereft. He bad no- 
thing fo much in view as to end the diflenfigns which 
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Weakened the republic j fo that he left his country in ttie 

enjoyment of perfect tranquility, by means of the equality 

he had introduced, and the balance ne had fettled between 

all orders of men. In ftiort, Rome furnifhed the world x 

with many noble patterns of probity, but none. more per* 

fe£t than that of the incomparable Camillas. 

As the plague ftill continued to rage, the Romans had 
recourfe to an old fuperftition, called leftifternium (G). ThtU8U 
But as that did not remove the plague, the fuperftitious ftfrnium. 
Romans endeavoured to appeafe the anger of the gods by 
inftituting new fports, which were called Scenici, from ,-, f . 
their being reprefented on a fcene, that is, a ftage built Agnm^ 
in the (hade n (H). The 

a Liv. ibid. 



(G) This Was a religious 
entertainment made for the 
gods in their own temples, 
where tables were fpread, and 
beds placed round them, on 
which the gods, according to 
the Roman fafhion, were to 
lie and eat. The beds were 
placed pear the altars, and 
ftrewed with leaves and odori- 
ferous herbs, as well as the 
temples; whence this cere- 
mony had the name of lefti- 
fternium, that is, a ftrewing 
of a bed. The ftatues of Ju- 
piter and the other gods were 
laid upon thefe beds, as if they 
had been to partake of the 
feaft. The goddefles were 
placed on chairs, after the 
manner of the Roman women, 
this being thought the more 
decent pofture for their fex. 

(H) The performers were 
brought out of Hetruria, in 
the langurge of which country 
lifter fignihed a player \ whence 
came the Latin word biftrio* 
Thefe hiftriones, or a&ors, 
danced to the flute, and kept 
time with their motions and 
geftures ; but their dances, in 
thefe early times, were notac- 

Vol. X. 



companied by any vctks or 
difcourfes. Thefe were foon 
fucceeded by fatires written in 
verfe, and fet to the flute; 
which fatires were repeated 
with fuitable geftures* Some 
years after, Livius AndronicUs 
turned the fatires into regular 
plays; and then the farces, 
which made people laugh, were 
defpifed. However, the Roman 
youth revived thefe farces, 
and a&ed them at the end of 
their ferious pieces* When 
the profeffed actors had fi aimed 
their parts, fome young Ro- 
mans came upon the ftage 
mafked, and began to repeat 
merry verfes as formerly, but 
fuch as were free from obfee* 
nity. Thefe pieces were firft 
brought from Atella, a city of 
Campania, and called exodia, 
that is, verfes not belonging 
to the play. Cornelius Nepos 
fays, that in Greece it was no 
difhonour to a man to appear 
upon the ftage in the habit of 
an adtor ; whereas among the 
Romans it was infamous, and 
held unworthy of an honeft 
man. The profeffed aftors 
could hot be incorporated in 
Q^ any 
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The fcenic plays, which were introduced at this time, 
were performed in a part of the circus, near the banks of 
the Tiber, which happening to overflow, the people con- 
cluded, that the new remedy was not efficacious to ap- 
peafe the wrath of heaven. They, therefore, revive^ an 
old religious ceremony, which was faid to have proved 
effe&ual in the like calamity. This was the driving of 
a nail, by a di&ator, into that part of the wall of Jupiter 
Capitolinus's temple, which divided it from the chapel of 
Minetva under the fame roof (I). A dictator was accord- 
ingly named for performing this ceremony ; and the per- 
fon raifed to that dignity was T. Manlius, who, from his 
haughty fpirit, was furnamed Imperiofus. He chofe L. 
Pinarius Natta for his general of the horfe, and, with 
great pomp and folemnity, drove the nail into the wall of 
the temple. The proud dictator, unwilling to have the 
whole b«ftnefs d£ his office confined to one religious 



any tribe, and confequently 
had no right of fufirage. None, 
who a&ed on the ftage, were 
capable of ferving in the le- 
gions, or bearing any civil or 
military employment. A fe- 
nator, if he adted but once on 
the ft age, was immediately de- 
graded ; and a knight forfeited 
all his privileges. An adrcfs 
was infamous, and fubjeft to 
the fame laws as common prof- 
titutes. Thefe punifhments 
were decreed and inflicted by 
an edi& of the praetor : " Ait 
praetor, (fays Ulpian), qui in 
icenam prodierit, infamis eft 
(i)." But the a&ors of the 
Attellana* were not comprifed 
under this law, the Roman 
nobility confining the acting of 
thefe performances to them- 
ielves. If any a&or in thefe 
pieces did not perform his part 
well, the people did not oblige 
him to unmaft, which they 
had a right to do with refpett 
to the profefled a&ors. . 



(I) This odd ceremony was 
borrowed from the Volfinien- 
fes in Hetruria, who reckoned 
their years by nails, which 
they drove into .a temple of 
the goddefs Nortia, or For- 
tune. When Brutus and Ho- 
ratius Pulvillus were confute, 
immediately after the expulfion 
of the Tarquins, the Romans 
built the famous temple of Ju- 
piter,- Juno, and Minerva; 
and refolved to mark down in 
it, and thereby tranfmit to 
pofterity, the number of years 
which had patted fince the 
foundation of Rome ; but as 
they were then unacquainted 
with the numeral letters, they 
drove as many nails into the 
wall of the temple, as there 
had palled years iince their city 
was founded. Every year 
afterwards, on the ides of Sep- 
tember, the chief praetor, or 
conful for the time being, 
drove a nail into this wall, 
which (hewed the year of hit 
confulfhip, . 

(i) Ulpian. lib. ii. part v. IF. De iis qui infamia notantur. 
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ceremony, ordered troops to be raifed, and even forced 
the citizens, though worn out with long ficknefs, to inJift 
themfelves, under pretence that the-Hernici were prepar- 
ing to (hake off the Roman yoke ; but, as he had been 
nominated dictator to perform a religious ceremony, and 
not to command an army, the tribunes of the people re- Obliged ty 
pelled force with force, and at length obliged him to lay J **$** 
down his office : he had no fooner refigned, than he was cited bU 
cited by M. Poihponius, one of the tribunes, to anfwer fore the 
for the violence and cruelty he had exercifed over the citi- people* 
. 2ens ; for he had imprifoned fome, and caufed others to 
be barbaroufly fcourged. He was alfo accufed of treating 
inhumanly one of his own fons, by name Titus, whom 
he had confined to the country, obliging him to work 
among his flaves, becaufe he was of flow parts, and had 
an impediment in his fpeech* This inftance (hews* 
that the abfolute power which fathers, by the laws' of 
Rome, had over their children, was kept within bounds 
by the fuperior authority of the magiftrates. Manlius 
had, according to cuftqm, a copy of his accufation given 
him, and the ufual time of twenty-feven days allowed 
him to prepare for his defence. 

All were highly exafperated againft fo fevere a dicta- 
tor, and fo barbarous a father, except the fon himfelf, 
who, moved with filial piety, and under the greateft con- 
cern that hefhould furnifh matter of accufation againft his 
father, refolved upon a mod extraordinary method to acquit 
him of the charge. Early in the morning he left the coun- Jr*i*ark 
try-houfe, to which he had been banifhed by his unnatural J^J^ 
father, came to the city, and flopped no where till he reach- filial pietj* 
ed the houfe of Pomponius, who was yet in bed. Titus 
was immediately admitted by the tribune, who did not 
doubt but he was come to difcover to him fome new in- 
ftances of his father's feverity. After they had faluted 
each other, Titus de fired a private conference ; and every 
body was ordered to withdraw. Then the young man 
drawing out a poinard, and holding it clofe to the tri- 
bune's throat, threatened to ftab him that moment, if he 
did not (Wear to defift from the profecution he was carry- 
ing on againft his father. Pomponius readily fwore what- 
ever the other was pleafed to diftate ; and a&ually drop- 
ped the profecution. The people were not difpleafed at 
the bold enterprize of a fon in favour of a father, , by 
whom he had been ufed in the cruelleft manner. They 
all extolled his piety ; and not only for his fake par- 
doned the father, hut the fame year raifed him to one of 
Q.2 the 
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the mod important pods in the Roman army, that of te~ 
gionary tribune °. 

. This year the Hernici revolted ; but while the Romans 
were preparing to reduce them, an unforefeen accident 
threw the city into the utmoft confirmation. The earth 
opened all on a fudden in the midft of the forum ; pro- 
bably by the violence of an earthquake. The citizens, 
having laboured in vain to fill up the chafm by throwing 
great quantities of earth into it, had at lad recourfe to the 
augurs, who declared, that they would never be able to 
compafs their defign, till that thing, in which the ftrength , 
and power of the Roman people confided, was thrown 
into the place : and that fuch a victim would fecure the 
eternal duration of the Roman date. While they were 
confulting about the meaning of this oracle; M. Curtiiis, 
a brave young patrician, having fird afked, Whether 
Rome had any thing more valuable than arms and valour, 
armed himfelf completely ; then mounting a horfe rich- 
ly caparifoned, he came to the forum, and, in the fight 
of the people, who were afiembled in crowds, devoted 
himfelf to death for his country, and rode full fpeed into 
the gulf; an a&ion, which fome hidorians would wil- 
lingly magnify with a miracle ; for they tell us, that the 
ground immediately clofed ; but the mod judicious wri- 
ters own, that the opening was afterwards filled up with 
earth and rubbifh p. After M. Curtius had thus devoted 
himfelf, the Romans did not doubt but they (hould foon 
humble the Hernici : but they were difappointed ; for 
Genucius, the fird plebeian conful who had ever been 
entruded with the command of an army, fell into an 
ambufcade, and was killed, after the legions had aban- 
doned him. Some hidorians feem to doubt, whether he 
did not fall by the hand of a Roman ; at lead it is certain, 
the melancholy news of his defeat did not fo much grieve 
the patricians, as raife their pride. They exclaimed, in 
all places, tip at the misfortunes of Rome were owing to 
the violation of human and divine rights in the confecra- 
tion of a plebeian conful. To wipe off the difgrace 
which Rome had received, it was refolved to create a dic- 
tator. Servilius, the furviving conful, named to that 
high office Appius Claudius, the mod inveterate enemy 
of the plebeian party, that he might repair the loffes 
which the republic had fudained by a plebeian conful. 

° Liv. lib. vii. cap. 4, & 5. Cic. Offic. lib. iii. Val. Max. lib. ▼* 
cap. 4. p Liv. lib. vii. cap. 6. Val. Max, lib. v. cap. 6. OroC 

lfb. iii, cap. 5. Augi de Civit* Dei, lib. v. cap. 18, 
- While 
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While the dictator was employed in faifing a fecond 
army, the Hernici, elated with their late fuccefs, advanced 
with great boldnefs to befiege the vanquifhed in their 
camp ; but C. Sulpitius, who had been lieutenant to Ge- 
nucius, and had, after the defeat and death of his ge* 
neral, collected his fcattered troops/ 'faliying out upon 
them, obliged them to return to their own entrenchments- 
Appius foon after arrived with a new army, which hit 
had juft raifed in the city ; and, having exhorted his men 
to imitate the bravery of Sulpicius, and the foldiers under 
his command, prepared for a general engagement. The 
Hernici, hearing that a dictator was created to carry &a 
the war againft him, exhaufted their country of men to 
reinforce their army ; none, who were able to hear arms, 
being excufed from taking the field. Out of this multi- 
tude they chofe three thoufand two hundred men, whom 
they divided into eight cohorts, of four hundred mea 
each. This was the flower of the enemy's troops ; and 
their generals, to diftinguiih them from the reft, and en- 
gage th^fti :to exert themfelves in battle, not only allowed 
them lottble pay, but exempted them from all the labo- 
rious offices of the army. The dictator no fooner began 
to draw up his men, than the Hernici followed his ex- 
ample, irt a plain which lay between the two camps. 
This was the field of battle ; and never were forces more 
equal, or the victory more doubtful. The Roman knights 
-engaged the eight cohorts; but, notwithstanding their 
iitmoft efforts, the enemy maintained their ground with- 
out fl inching, The bad fuccefs of this onfet made the 
Roman cavalry change their way of fighting. They dis- 
mounted, and, with permiflion of their general, polled 
themfelves in the firft line, at the head of the infantry. 
The eight cohorfs ftill fought with incredible bravery, 
the reft of the foldiers in both armies being idle fpeflators 
of a battle fought by the flower of the two nations. The 
•victory was a long time doubtful, many falling on both 
fides; but at length the better fortune of the Romans 
prevailed ; the cohorts firft retreated in good order ; and 
then, being warmly prefled, gave way, and fled in confii- 
fion. The conquerors purfued the enemy to their camp.; 
but night prevented them from attempting to force 'it. 
Next morning the Romans found it abandoned, the Her- 
nici having retired under the walls of their cities. This 
victory coft the Romans dear; for they are faid to have 
Joft a fourth part of their army, and a great number of 
knights. The djiftat^r returned to the city ; but did not 
Q^3 obtain 
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obtain a triumph, the people being, in all likelihood) un? 
willing to bellow that honour on the mod declared enemy 
of the plebeian party r . 

Notwithftanding the misfortune of Genucius, the cen T 
turies chofe another plebeian conful, C. Jjicjnius Stolo, 4 
fecond time ; and with him C. Sulpicius, fumamed Pe- 
ticus. As the moft violent enemy of the plebeians had 
been nominated di&ator the laft year by the patricians, fo 
the moftenterprifing advprfary of the nobility was now 
raifed to the higheft office by the fuffrages of the people. 
The two confuls entered the enemy's country together ; 
but finding no enemy in the field, they befieged and took 
Ferentinum, formerly a city of the Volfci, which had 
been given up to the Hernici by the Romans. After the 
furrender of this place, they took the road to Roipe; but 
when they came to Tybur, th«y were furprifed to find the 
.gates of that city {hut againft them. Upon enquiry, 
they found, that the Tyburtines were in fecrgt iqtelli- 
gence with the Gauls, who were again in motion. The ap r 
prchenfion of a war with fo formidable an enemy, deter- 
mined them to create a dictator. T. Quinftius Pennus 
was the perfon nominated to that dignity, and he ap* 
pointed Serv- Cornelius to be his general of the horfe. 
Meanwhile the Gauls advanced to the banks of the Anio, 
within three miles of Rome. The Roman army, under 
the command of the di&ator, advanced to meet them, 
and encamped on the oppofite banks of the river. Both 
armies lay near a bridge, which neither offered to break 
down, left it fhould feem to argue fear : .fo that this 
bridge became the fcene of feveral combats between the 
champions of both parties* One day a Gaul of gigantic 
ftature advancing upon the bridge, cried with a loud 
voice, " Let the braveft man in the Roman army enter 
the lifts with me ; the fuccefs of our combat fliall deterr 
mine which is the more valiant nation." His extraorr 
dinary appearance (truck the Romans with (q much terror, 
*hat, for a long time, not one in the whole army offered 
.to accept the challenge. At length young Manlius, who 
had fo remarkably fignalized his piety to his father, touchr 
.ed with a juft fenfe of the affront offered to the Roman 
.name, quitted his port ; and, flying to the di&ator, afked 
leave. to encounter the Gaul. " Though I were fure of 
viftory (faid he), I would not fight this proud Gaul, 
without your order ; but, if you will give me leave, I yrili 
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«iake this huge beaft know, that I am of the blood of that 
Manlius whofe valour proved fo fatal to the Gauls on 
the Capitol." The di&ator readily complied with the 
requeft of the brave youth. " Go, Manlius, (faid he), 
and humble the pride of this infulting enemy. Revenge 
the caufe of the city where you firft drew your breath, as 
fuccefsfully as you relieved him to whom you owe it." 
Upon this permiffion the Roman, having changed bis 
round buckler,, which he wore as a Roman knight, for a 
fquare fhield, and armed himfelf with a fhort fword, fit 
both for cutting aud {tabbing, advanced againft the Gaul, 
Who Arutted about in his armour, making an oftentatious 
fhew of his ftrfcagth. Both Romans and Gauls retired 
to their refpe&ive polls, leaving the bridge free for the 
two champions. The Gaul began the combat, by dis- 
charging a great blow with his long fword at Manlius, 
which made much noife, but did no execution. The 
Roman, dexteroufly flipping under his enemy's fhield 
before he recovered his heavy fword, ftabbed him in 
two plaices, ;fo that he fooameafured his length on' the 
ground.' The conqueror cut off his head 5 and (hatching 
from his neck a golden collar, put it about his own in 
token of victory. From this cireumftance he obtained the 
furname of Torquatus, which he tranfmitted to his pos- 
terity. The event .of this combat fo difcouraged the 
Gaiils* that they abandoned their camp in the night, and 
retired into Campania *. 

d Psetilius Libo, and M. Fabius Ambuftus, being 
elected confuls for the enfuing year, the firft was fent 
with an army, to puniflv the Tyburtines ; and the other' 
was ordered to march againft the Hernici, who perfifted 
in their revolt. The two confuls had no fooner left Rome, 
than the Gauls appeared again j and, venturing to ad- 
vance into the neighbourhood of the city, blocked up the 
gate Collina. However, the fenate did not think proper 
to recall either of the confuls. A di&ator was created to 
make head againft thofe dangerous enemies. The con- 
fuls pitched upon Servilius Ahala, who, having named 
T. Quin&ius to be his general of horfe, and armed all 
the youth in Rome, engaged the Gauls under the walls 
©f the city. As the Romans fought in fight of their pa* 
rents, wives, and children, who were on the ramparts, 
they behaved with extraordinary valour. The battle was 
yery bloody, and the field covered with dead bodies j but 
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The GauL but at length the Gauls gave way, and fled towards Ty« 
«W //*r- bar, where the conful Pxtilius fell upon them, with 4 
f* a /j' defign to prevent them from taking refuge in that city : 
*** * ' but the Tyburtines fallying out, covered their retreat; fo 
that they efcaped, but not without great lofs. On the 
other hand, Fabius fought the Hernici with fuccefs, and 
overcame them in a general a&ion. Thus was the re- 
public thi$ year victorious on all fides. The honours of a 
triumph were chiefly due to the dictator ; but he, either 
defpifing them from pride, or declining them out of mo* 
iiefty, on his return to Rome, highly commended the 
two confuls, both to the fenate and people \ and then, 
wtfbout mentioning his own exploits, abdicated the dic- 
tatorfhip. Paptilius folicited a triumph, and obtained it j 
but his colleague Fabius, who had conquered the Her* 
nici, was content with an ovation *. 

Next year, Cn. Manlius Imperiofus and M. Popiiius 
JL,xnas being confuls, the Tyburtines advanced in the dead 
of night to the gates of Rome, and alarmed the city, the 
v . - . . people believing the Gauls were come again ; but the re- 
turn of light discovering only a fmall number of Tybur-i 
tines, the confuls marched out, at two different gates, and 
eafily repulfed the bold aggrefibrs. The confuls for the 
next year were C; Fabius Ambuftus, and C. Plautius 
%h V£ m - Proculus. The latter marched againft the Hernici, and 
!!!£/** totally fubdued them ; but the former, being fent againft 
* ■. the Tarquiniehfes, who had entered the Roman territory 

in arms, was defeated. The Tarquinienfes took three 
hundred and feven Roman prifoners 5 and, to {hew thei* 
contempt of the republic, firft treated them in a barbarous 
fanner, and then cut their throats. The disadvantage 
fabius had fufFered, was followed by an alarm from the 
Boii, who appeared in the plain of Pranefte, and from 
thence advanced as far as Pedum, a city of Latium, be- 
tween Tybur and Tufculum, not above ten miles from 
- Rome 5 but the Latins, tired with feeing their country 
almoft every year plundered by the Gauls, renewed very 
feafonably their* alliance with Rome, and furnifhed hey 
armies with the fame quota of men they had formerly 
i|ipukted to grant. With this reinforcement, the repub- 
Sulpicius fie vvas able to oppofe all her enemies. As the confuls 
diffator werc * >ot * 1 em pl° ve( * elfe where j Sulpicius, furnamed Pe- 
marchi) ticus, was created dictator, to conduct the war againft 
againfi the the Gauls. The diclator named M. Valerius for genera) 
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of thehorfe; and having chofen the beft legions in the 
confular armies, he took the field, and marched againft 
the enemy. Both armies were very impatient to come to 
a battle ; but the dictator reftfained the impetuofity o£ 
his men, knowing that the Gauls mult neceflarily be 
foon diftrefied for want of provifions, fince they had 
brought none with them, nor prepared any magazines*. 
The foldiers began to complain of their general's conduft, 
and even threatened openly to attack the enemy without 
his leave, or to quit the camp, and march back to Rome : 
they came in crowds to the dictator's quarters, and de- 
manded accefs to him, having named Sextius Tullius to 
be their fpeaker u . 

Sextius was an officer of diftinguifhed courage, and 
had been feven years firft captain of the firft corps of the 
army. The dictator was therefore furprifed to fee a com- 
pany of feditious men headed by an officer of his rank 
and reputation. Sextius, in the name of the army, re- 
proached the di&ator with the difadvantageous opinion 
pe feemed to entertain of his troops, and prefled him to 
lead them againft the enemy. His difcourfe was fol- 
lowed by the acclamations of the multitude, who de- 
manded leave to arm, and march to battle. The dictator 
could not help complying with their requeft ; and there- 
fore promifed to lead them out againft the enemy the next 
day. Then taking Sextius afide, he afked what could 
have induced him to be at the head of a fadtion. The brave / 
centurion replied, that it was not want of refpecT: to his 
general, or the ignorance of the martial laws ; but to di- 
vert the unruly multitude from choofing a leader, who 
might have done fomethiiig injurious to the dignity of the 
clicxator. He then exhorted Sulpicius to yield to the de- 
fires of thofe impetuous men, who were ftrongly inclined 
to fei2e the firft opportunity of fighting without his leave. 
The dictator followed his advice; he ordered all the 
jnuleteers of the army to put upon their mules the furni- 
ture of war-horfes, to mount them, and, marching up 
the hills in the night-time, conceal themfelves in the 
woods, till they fhould receive farther orders. 

As foon as it was day, Sulpicius led his troops out of 
their intrenchments, and marched againft the Gauls, who 
did not expeft to fee the Romans appear fo foon in the 
field. He formed his army in fuch a manner, that all Attach 
tfr e legionaries, who ufed to attack the enemy at the head '£«•• 
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of their legions, with a fort of darts Called pila, fuc* 
ceeded one another in files. When one company of them 
was within reach of the enemy, they difcharged their 
darts, and inftantly retired, leaving a fpace between them 
and the Gauls : then a fecond company took the place of 
the other. Thus four companies fucceeded, difcharging 
their darts, and falling back, without fufFering the Gauls, 
who depended chiefly on their long fwords, to come near 
them. This repeated difcbarge of darts, which put the 
enemy into confufion, was no fooner over, than the reft 
of the legions clofed in with them fword in hand. The 
Qauls, however, fuftained the attack with great bravery, 
and even obliged the right wing of the Romans to give 
Wu&£a- ground. The di&ator, who was . there in perfon, flying 
im^sgal- to the foremoft ranks, " Is this (faid he) the effect of 
iant beha- your promifes ? Will all yourboldnefs in the camp end 
***"• in a fliameful flight in the field \ Follow your general, 

if you are true Romans."^ Having thus fpoken, the brave 
di&ator advanced fword in hand at the head, of his lot 
gions, who threw themfelves upon the enemy's battalions, 
and fought like men in defpafr. There was, indeed, 
more of a favage fiercenefs than true courage in this at* 
tack ; but it fucceeded. The Gauls were put to flight, 
and the Romans purfued them ; but the ^nemy rallied 
near their right wing, which kept its ground, though at- 
tacked with great vigour by the di&ator, at the head of 
his vi&orious troops. Then Sulpttius fent.orders to his 
muleteers to leave their ambufcade, appear in the plain, 
and march towards the camp of the Gauls, who no fooner 
faw them, than they quitted their ranks, and haft'ened in 
confufion to the defence of their intrenchments : but M. 
Hi gams Valerius, general of the horfe, who had potted himfelf 
a iMBplett ncar t h c enemy's camp* after the defeat of their left wing, 
W" or J' intercepted theif flight ; fo that they had no retreat but 
to the mountains and woods. Valerius purfued them 
clofe with his cavalry, and put moftof them to the fword, 
' the whole plain being for fome miles covered with dead 
bodies. This viftory left the republic no enemies in 
Latium. The Hernici were fubdued, the Gauls van* 
quitted, and the Latins quieted. Sulpicius, when he had 
been honoured with a triumph, which he well deferved, 
refigned the diftatorfhip, and the government returned 
***? - into the hands of tbe confuls. During their adminiftra- 
*anvaffinz ^ on » a ^ aw was **flW* at tne motion of Psetilius the tri* 
Jor vote** bune, againft openly canvaffing for votes ; for the novi 
homines, or upjlarts, more ambitious 'of offices than the 
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patricrane themfelves, not only foiicited the fuffrages of 
the people in the forum, but even went to the country 
fairs, and other public meetings, to buy voices w . 

Under the fucceeding confuls, C. Martius Rutilus and 
Cn. Manlius Imperiofus, the intereft of money, which . 
hitherto had been arbitrary, was, at the motion of Duilitis 
and Msenius, two tribunes of the people, fettled at one 
per cent. The patricians, difpleafed with a law, which Helmut . 
let bounds to their avarice, in order to revenge them- Sf ? h con * 
ielves on the plebeians, cited the famous Licinius Stolo Iff*? 
to anfwer for a breach of one of the four laws, which he 
Jiimfelf had fo zealoufly promoted, forbidding any citi* 
zen to poflefs more than five hundred acres of land. Li-» 
cinius actually pofleffed a thoufand; but, to cover his 
breach of the law, had emancipated his {on y of given up 
hw authority over him, and made him the nominal pof- 
fefibr of one half -of his poflefliohs : but as this emancipa- 
tion was made to evade the law, he was convicted of 
fraud before the praetor, and fined ten thoufand afes of 
brafs, that is, about thirty-two pounds fterling x . This trivtr- 
lame year the conful Martius defeated the Privernates, »«»'«*«» 
who had declared againft Rome, and took their city. His j{J^uu m 
colleague Manlius marched againft the Falifci, a people 
of Hetruria \ but gained no confiderable advantage over 
them. 

Nothing was talked of .at Rome,, but his attempt upon 
the conftitution. He had ventured to afiemble the tribes 
near Sutrium, and made a law in his camp, whereby it 
was enafted, that, for the future, the twentieth part of 
the price of every Have fhould be paid into the public 
treafury. The law pafied, by the favour of the fenate, 
notwithftanding its irregularity ; but the tribunes of the 
people thought this ftep might be of dangerous confe- 
rence to the public liberty: " The tribes (faid they) 
when aflembled in a camp, and by an armed conful, are 
not free to vote as they pleafe : befides, the, foldiers, who 
are fworn to obey their generals, will of courfe give their 
fufJrages as their commanders dire£t them*" To prevent, 
therefore, thefe inconveniences, the tribunes procured 
the promulgation of a law, forbidding any magiftrate to 
afiemble the comitia any where but at Rome, under pain 
of death. However, the law for paying the twentieth 
part of the price of every flave was not repealed. The 
two confuls for the following year, M. Fabius Ambuftus 
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and M. Popilius Lsenas, were employed, the firft againft 
the Faiifci and Tarquinienfes, and the latter againft the 
Tyburtines. Popilius, not finding the enemy in the field, 
ravaged their country, and carried off a great booty; but 
"Fabius, after having gained feme advantage over the 
united forces of the Faiifci and Tarquinienfes, was obliged 
to retire, all Hetruria taking up arms againft him r. 

r Upon his retreat, £ numerous armv of Hetrurians ad- 
vanced as far as theT fait-pits on the banks of the Tiber. 
Their approach obliged the Romans to have recourfe to a 
dictator. The conful Popilius named him in the abfence 
of his colleague, and, a& he was a plebeian hirofelf, pitch- 
ed upon C. Marcius Ratilus, the plebeian conful for the 
laft year, Tb^ -di&ator likewife chofe a plebeian, C. 
Plautius Proculus^ for his general of borie. . The patri- 
cians,- highly provoked at thefe promotions, did all that 
lay -in their power to prevent the di&ator from having 
Juch things decreed him as were neeeffary.for the war* 
But the people haftcned the preparatjona-for the cam* 
paign ; fo that every thing being rfeady fitorter than ufuai, 
the dilator took the field without delay, marched to the 
enemy's camp, furprifed and forced it, nothing being abk 
to withftand the Roman foldiery under the condu& of a 
plebeian di&ator, the rTrft who had ever been raifed to 
that office. Hiftorians do not mention how many He- 
truriafls perifiied in the battle ; but leave us to guefs by 
the number of prifoners ; for we are told, that eight thou-* 
fand were taken in this famous aft ion. This vi&ory de- 
fended the "honour of a triumph, which the patricians, 
jealous of the glory of a plebeian di&ator, oppofedto the 
utmoft of their power : but the people did him juftice; 
fo that he entered Rome in triumph the day before the 
pones of May *. 

The time drawing near for cle&ing*new confuls, and 
there being hone but plebeian magiftpates in Rome to pre* 
fide in the comitia, the nobility raifed difficulties againft 
holding them. They pretended, that it was not lawful 
for any plebeian, -though a di&ator, to prefide in them. 
The pontifical laws, faid they, require, that the ele&ion 
of chief magiftrates fhould be cbnfecrated by auguries, 
which be4qng of right only to the patricians. They pre- 
vailed : the di&ator, and the conful Popilius, were ex* 
eluded on account of their birth. As it was neceflary to 
have fome magiftrate of the firft rank to prefide at the 



> y I«iv. lib. vii. cap. 17. 

lib. iij, cap.$, Eutrop. lit*, ii. 



« Liv. lib, vii. capt 17. Orof. 
Faft. Capit. 

$te&ion f 



Th Roman Uiftory. 23} 

ele&ion, the republic had recourfe to an' interregnum} 
during which it was governed hy fix patricians, Q^Ser- 
vilius Ahala, M. Fabius, Cn. Manlius, C. Fabius, Sulpi- 
cius, and L. iEftrilius. Thefe governed by turns, and 
managed their affairs fo well, that the plebeians, in the 
very year in which they triumphed moft, were excluded 
from a {hare in the government ; for C. SuJpicius Peticus, 
and M. Valerius Poplicola, both patricians, were raifed 
to the cpnfulate, though for the laft eleven yeas one of 
the confuls had been a plebeian. The tribunes exclaimed 
againft the ele&ion, as contrary to the laws j but Fabius, 
'who prefidedin the comitia, filenced them, by quoting a 
law of the Twelve Tables, whereby itwasenafted, " That 
only the laft edid of the people (hould be of force, and ren- 
der all preceding ones null." From thence he inferred, 
that the Roman people, by giving their votes to two pa- 
tricians, had repealed the law, which divided the confu- 
te te between the patricians and plebeians a . 

The confuls of thtis year took Empulum from the Ty- 
burtines. When the time came for new ele&ions, they TheTybur- 
declared, that they would not refign their dignity into tines are 
any hands, but thofe from which they had received it. totally fub* 
u We hold the confulate (faid they), of the fenate and dtud * 
patricians; and therefore think ourfelves bound, both in 
honour and gratitude, not to refign it into any hands but 
theirs." This extraordinary proceeding occafioned fuch 
commotions in the Campus Marti us, that the greater 
number of the people cried out, they ought not only to 
diflblve the affembly, but leave Rome, as their anceftors 
had done. Many aftually retired, leaving only the lead 
paflionate behind them, who gave their fufFrages for two 
patricians, M. Fabius Atnbuftus, and T. Quin&ius Pen- 
n us, who took the field without delay againTt the Tibur- 
tines and Tarquinienfes. The former' were totally fub- 
dued by Fabius, and the latter defeated in a blopdy battle 
by Quin&ius, who, to revenge the cruelty they had for- 
merly committed on three hundred and feven Roman fol- 
diers, put all the prifoners to the fword, except three 
hundred and fifty-eight, whom he fent to Rome, where, 
by order of the fenate, they were fcourged, and then be- 
headed. Thefe vi&ories gained the Romans fuch repu- 
tation among the Italian nations, that the Samnites fent 
an embafly to Rome, to propofe an alliance with the re r 
public. The ambaffadors were kindly received by^the 
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fenate, and the alliance concluded, the Samnites fcfi-» 
gaging to furnifti the republic with troops, when required* 
and the Romans promising to prote£t them againft their 
enemies both at home and abroad \ 

The patricians had gained fuch an afcendant over the 
people, that they kept the confulate in their own hands, 
and promoted to that dignity C. Sulpicius Peticus, and M. 
Valerius Poplicola. The former marched againft the Tar- 
quinienfes, and the latter againft the Volfci^ who were 
again in motion. The confuls had fcarce taken the field, 
when Valerius was recalled to nominate a di&ator, the 
fenate being informed by Sulpicius, that the Caerites were 
difpofed to take part with the Tarquinifinfes, and that the 
Falifci had already joined them. Valerius named T. Man- 
Hus Torquatus to the di&atorftiip, though he had never 
been conful, a neceflary ftep to that fupreme dignity; but 
Valerius regarded nothing but the merit of Manliusin 
the choice \ and his nomination was not oppofed, though 
contrary to law. The new di£taror, having named Cor- 
nelius Coflus to be general of horfe, was preparing to 
march againft the Caerites ; but they, being fenfible they 
could not withftand the brave Torquatus, fent deputies 
from all their towns to implore the clemency of the Ro- 
mans. The fenate referred the deputies to the people, 
who, being reminde4 that Caere had been the afylum of 
the Veftals, when Rome was taken by the Gauls, re- 
ceived them into favour, and granted a truce for a hun- 
dred years. Then the di&ator led his army againft the Fa- 
lifci ; and, finding no enemy in the field, laid wafte their 
country, and returned to Rome, where all things con- 
tinued quiet, till the time came for the new ele&ions. 

The diftator, who was to prefide in the comitia, had 
formed a defign of excluding the plebeians ; which the 
tribunes being aware of, oppofed the aflembling of the 
centuries, till the expiration of the di&atorfhip, which 
An inter- ended with the confuls year. Thus the republic fell into 
regnum. an interregnum ; and thofe, who then governed, found 
both parties irreconcileable. The difputes rofe to fuch a 
height, as threatened an open revolt ; which fo terrified 
the fathers, that they fuffered at length the Licinian law 
to take place, and one of the confuls to be chofen, agree- 
ably to that law, out of the plebeians. The perfon* 
elected were, P. 'Valerius Poplicola, a patrician, and C. 
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Mafcius Rutilus, a plebeian, who was now raifed to this 
office a fecond time c . 

The firft care of the new confuls was* to regulate the Tfopay- 
payment of debts, the only obftrudiion to a perfecl; union ment of 
of the patricians and plebeians. They no longer confi- ***** r *S** 
dered the relief of debtors as a private affair, but as a ge- a 
neral concern of the public ; and therefore chofe five men 
of known probity, and great experience, to take an ac- 
count of all the debts of the plebeians, Thefe five were 
called bankers, and had the command of the public trea- 
fury to enable them to difcharge their commiffion 5 which 
they did to the fatisfa&ion of both parties, Thofe who, 
out of (loth and idlenefs, had plunged themfelves into 
debt, either borrowed money of thefe, bankers, giving the 
treafury fecurity for it, or depofited the value of their 
debts in efiefts, which were eftimated by the bankers. 
By thefe means the greateft part of the debtors were re- 
lieved without injury to any perfon, and with little lofs to 
the public. 

Tranquility being thus eftabliflhed at home, the city was Yr. of FI. 
faddenly alarmed with a report, that the twelve lucumo- *on. 
nies of Hetruria had entered into an alliance againft the Antc Chr * 
republic, and were ready to invade her territories. Upon ^ c^In 
this information, Julius lulus was named dictator, and * 
he appointed L+ JEmilius, furnamed Mamercinus, gene- Julius 
ral of the horfe ; but the report proved groundlefs, and lulus die- 
was in all likelihood artfully fpread by the patricians, that iator% 
they might have an opportunity of placing a man at the 
head of the republic, who was able to prevent the execu- 
tion of the Licinian law. Indeed Julius ufed all his ere- - 
dit and authority to get two patricians chofen confuls ; . 
but he was fo warmly oppofed by the tribunes, that both 
he and the confuls went out of their office, before the 
comitia could be aflembled for a new election. In the 
interregnum which enfued, C. Sulpicius Pcticus and M. 
Fabius governed fucceflively, and induced the people to 
comply with the patricians. Two patricians were cho- 
fen, Sulpicius himfelf, and T. Quindius Cincinnatus. TkiTar* 
In their adminiftration, the Tarquinienfes and Falifci, guinienfes 
tired with the calamities of war, fubmitted to the repub- famit* 
lie, and obtained a truce for forty years. The peace the 
Romans enjoyed giving them a favourable opportunity 
to choofe new centers, the day was fixed for the comitia 
to proceed to this new election. 

* Li v. lib. vii. cap. %o, %tj 
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None but the moft illuftrious patricians had cvcf etfA* 
joyed this dignity ; but C. Martius Rutilus, thinking him- 
felf, though a plebeian, qualified for any poll in the re- 
public, after he had been twice conful, and once dictator, 
flood candidate for this office* and, in fpite of all oppo* 
fition of the nobles, was elected, with Cn. Manlius, a 
patrician. The commons, willing to give luftre to an 
office to which a plebeian had juft been promoted, Ovi- 
mis, one of their tribunes, propofed a law, depriving the 
confuls of the prerogative of filling up the fenate, and 
lodging this power in the cenfors. The law palled ; and, 
what is very extraordinanry, this important change was 
made in the republic without the leaft disturbance. The 
cenforfliip being now open to the plebeians, the patri- 
cians, in order to fecure the confulate to themfelves, and 
prevent the Licinian law from being put in execution, 
prevailed upon the confuls to name a dictator to prefide 
at the next election, imagining that he would be more 
refpefted in !the comitia, and have a greater influence 
over the centuries, than the confuls. The perfon raifed 
to this dignity was Fabius Ambuftus, a man diftinguiihed 
by his birth, hi3 employments, and his perfonal merit. 
He had been thrice conful, and honoured with a triumph. 
He chofe for general of the horfe the famous Servilius 
Aha! a, a man not inferior to himfelf j but notwithftand- 
ing thefe precautions, M„ Popilius Laenas, a plebeian, who 
had been twice conful, was promoted to this dignity. His 
colleague, L. Cornelius Scipio, falling fick foon after his 
election, the plebeian conful, to the great mortification of 
the nobility, became fole general of the Roman troops d . 

The Gauls having entered Latium, and laid wafte the 
country, were advancing towards Rome. Popilius there- 
fore ordered levies to be made ; and fo great a number of 
foldiers enlifted themfelves on this occafion, that two ar- 
mies were immediately raifed, one to guard the city, under 
the command of M. Valerius Poplicola, who was then 
prator, and the firft in that employment who was feen at 
the head of an army. Popilius marched with the reft of 
the troops to flop the progrefs of the Gauls, who, upon 
his firft appearance, offered him battle; but Popilius, 
who was well acquainted with their temper, and there- 
fore willing to let their firft heat abate, kept within his 
camp. The Gauls, thinking the Romans afraid,' attacked 
them while they were railing their works; but were rc- 
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pulfed With great lofs. They returned, however, the 
fame day to the charge ; and, in the beginning of the fe- 
cond attack, Popilius, expofing himfelf too much, wa9 
Wounded with a javelin, and carried out of the field. 
This accident fufpended the ardour of the Romans ; but Defeated 
as foon as their general appeared again,, their courage re- by Popiliut* 
vived. They drove the Gauh into the plain, and there, 
drawing up in the form of a wedge, penetrated into the 
main body of the enemy, and obliged them to retire with 
precipitation. The general did not think proper to pur-* 
fue the fugitives \ but having 'taken and plundered their * 

camp, led back to Rome his victorious army, enriched 
with the fpoils of the conquered enemy. He was decreed 
a triumph at his return, which was deferred till he had re- 
covered of his wound. As his colleague Scipio continued 
likewife indifpofed, the fenate de fired the two confuls to 
name a dictator to prefide at the approaching ele&ion. 
In compliance with this requeft, they named L. Furius 
Camillus, fon of the great Camillus, to that dignity, who 
appointed P. Cornelius Scipio to be general of the horfe* 
Thefe two patricians ufed all their intereft to make the 
election fall only on men of their order, and carried their 
point ; for Camillus was chofen one of the confuls, and 
Appius Claudius, fumamed Craffus, another patrician, 
was appointed his colleague •. 

In the beginning of their confulate, the Gauls, who had Latium 
fled for refuge to the hills of Alba, appeared again in P^ntUnd 
great numbers on the fea-coaft of Latium; and at the. q^u % 
lame time fome Greeks, from what part Livy does not de- 
termine, made a defcent on the coaft, which the Gauls 
were plundering. The latter, jealous of their booty, op* 
pofed the Greeks at their landing, and obliged them to 
retire to their mips ; however, they continued hovering 
about the coaft, while the Gauls laid wade and plundered 
it from the mouth of the Tiber to Antium. The republic 
made the neceffary preparations to oppofe their enemies j 
but in the mean time Appius, one of the confuls, dying, 
the whole management of the war devolved upon Camil- 
lus, whofe very name was looked upon, as a good omen in 
a war with the Gauls. His fir ft care was to raife a nu- 
merous army, confiding of ten legions, amounting to- 
forty-five thoufand men. Of thefe legions he gave four to 
L. rinarius the praetor, ordering him to guard the fea- 
coaft againft the Greeks ; two he left to defend the city, 
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and with the other four marched himfelf agamft the 
Gauls ; but as he had no defign to come to a pitched bat- 
tle with them, he encamped in the Pomptin territory, a 
country full of marihes and rivers. 

While both armies continued ina&ive, a fierce Gaul, 
. remarkable for his ftature^ and the richnefs of his armour, 
challenged the braveft man in the Roman legions to (ingle 
combat* M. Valerius, a legionary tribune, great grand- 
fonof the famous Valerius Volufus, accepted the chal- 
lenge $ and is faid to have obtained the vi&ory by means of 
a raven, which, perching upon his helmet, and flying in 
the face of the giant during the fight, fo blinded him with 
his wings, that he was eafily vanquiflied.^ The Gauls, 
defpifing the advantage Valerius had gained by the help 
of a bird, crouded round the body of their dead cham- 
pion, to hinder the Roman from {tripping him of his ar- 
mour. The Romans at the fame time haftened to the 
jt' G ^L S a ®ft anc€ of Valerius, and a battle enfuing, the Gauls 
defeated. ^^ ettt j re iy defeated. Thofe who efcaped fled through 
the country of the Volfci ; and entering Campania, crofied 
the plains of Falernum, penetrated as far as Apulia, and 
retired to the coafia of the Adriatic Sea. As for the brave 
Valerius, the general rewarded him with a crown of gold, 
and two oxen, a confiderable prefent at that time. He 
ever after bore the name of Corvus, which fignifies a 
nrarff, and his pofterity that of Corvinus $ which diftin- 
guHhed this branch of the Valerian family from all the 
reft'. 

The conful, having thus freed Latium from the Gauls, 

joined his army to that of the praetor Pinarius, in order to 

drive away the Greek pirates, who infefted the coaft j but 

the obftinacy of thofe adventurers, who, though they 

durft not land, continued ftill at fea, obliged him to keep 

the field longer than he expe&ed \ fo that the time for 

ele£ting new confuls drawing near, he was obliged to 

Yr. of FL nominate a di&ator to prefide in the comitia. The perfon 

Ante Car. " IC P romote ^ to tnat dignity was the famous Manlius Tor- 

33 j. * quatus, whochofe Cornelius Coffus general of the horfe. 

U. C. 41 5. As the di&ator was charmed with the exploit of Valerius, 

*- fo much refembling his own, and had a great influence in 

Manlius the elections, he prevailed with the people to choofe him 

Tonjuatus ofke Q f t ^ c con f u j[ s> though he was but twenty-three years 

of age, and too young even to have a place in the fenate. 

'Li v. lib. vii. cap. 25, *6. Aul. Gel* lib. ix. cap* tt« Zonar, 
lib, vii. cap. 25/ 
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His colleague was PopiliiisLaenas, who now entered upon 
this office the fourth time. 

While the Romans enjoyed profound peace both at 
Home and abroad, under the adminiftration of thefe two 
confuls, ambafiadors came from Carthage to Rome. The 
Carthaginians were the firft nation the Romans were ac* 
quainted with out of Italy, and with whom they entered 
into an alliance. As early as the firft year after the ex- A treaty 
gmlfion of the Tarquins, when Brutus and Valerius were ***** *"'"* 
confuls, thefe two nations had entered into a treaty, Car ™ a S g * 
chiefly in relation to navigation and commerce (K). 
- The treaty was now renewed, with fome alteration. 
The prefent corifuls were fucceeded by C. Plautius Hyp* 
feus, and T. Manlius Torquatus, who had been twice 
dictator, but now for the firft time conful. During their 
confulate the republic enjoyed a profound peace, which 
left them no room to acquire frefh glory by deeds of arms* 
They therefore endeavoured to promote the public wel- 
fare by wife regulations ; they reduced the intereft of 
money from one to half per cent, and allowed the debtors, 
by paying down one fourt h of their debts, three years to 
difcharge the remainder, by annual and equal payments* 
A new war with the Volfci broke out during the adrni* 
niftration of the fucceeding confuls, Valerius Corvus, now 
a fecond time conful, and C. Paetilius Libo. Valerius de* Satricum 
feated the enemy, took from them Satricum, and burnt it, taken fr^m 
fparing only the temple of the goddefs Matuta *. He was %th * Vo k a * 
honoured with a triumph, in which four thoufand cap- 
tives marched before his chariot. In this confulate the 
fecular games, which had been inftituted in the year of 
Rome 297, were celebrated for the fecond time. The 
next year's confuls, M. Fabius Dorfo, and S. Sulpicius 
Oamerinus, named L Furius Camillus to be dictator a 
fecond time, on occafion of a war with a new enemy, the 
Aurunci, a petty nation near the confines of Latiura, on 
thecoaftofthe Tyrrhenian fea. Furius overthrew them L. Farias 
in battle, and, at his return, built a temple, which he wtrthrows 
had vowed, during the aaion, to Juno Moneta (L). The n***™"* 

year 
g Lir. ibid. 

(K) This treaty was yet to were more converfent in tbe 
be feen in Polybius's time, on Latin tongue, could not, with-* 
the bafe of a column in the an- out much ftudy and labour, un- 
dent Roman language, which ♦ derftand it. 
as that writer telle us, was fo (L) This name had been 
different from what waa fpofcen given to the queen of the god* 
in his time, that thofe who a little before the taking of 
R z Rome 
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year following, the Romans imagining that the godded, 
agreeable to her name, admoniflied them by prodigies of 
the impending wrath of the gods, C. Martius Rutilus, 
now conful a third time, and T. Manlius Imperiofus a 
fecond time, appointed P. Valerius to be dictator for the 
folemnization of the feftival, called Feriae Latinae. 

The di&ator having brought the republic to an inter- 
regnum, for fome reafon not mentioned by the hiftorians, 
the centuries chofe two patricians, namely, M. Valerius 
Corvus a third time, and Cornelius Cofius, furnamed 
Arvina. During their adminiftration a rupture happened 
between the Romans and Samnites. A city, at that time 
fcarce known to the Romans, fowed the feeds of difcord, 
and changed the alliance between the two natrons into 
implacable hatred. The Sidicini, a people of Aufonia, 
on the other fide the Liris, being attacked by the Sam- 
nites, and not able to defend themfelves, had recourfe to 
the people of Campania, who took up arms in favour of 
their opprefied, neighbours, it being their intereft to Hop 
the progrefs of fo powerful an enemy. Upon this pre* 
tence the Samnites, having a profpeft of greater advan- 
tages in the conqueft of the Campanians than of the Sidi- 
cini, turned their arms againft the former ; and, as they 
were an effeminate people, defeated them in two pitched 
battles, and threatened to befiege the city of Capua, their 
metropolis. In this diftrefs the magiftrates had recourfe 
to Rome, whither they fent an embafly to implore the 
afliflance of the republic ; but the fenate returned to their 
humble addrefs the following anfwer : u The fenate of 
Rome think you worthy of their protection ; but we muft 
have regard to our ancient friendship with the Samnites. 
We cannot, therefore, take arms in your favour ; but we 
will intreat the Samnites, oar friends, to put an end to 
their hoftilities." The Capuan deputies had hitherto 
fpoken only of an alliance and confederacy with the Ro- 
mans; but now, diffatisfied with the anfwer they had 
received, purfuant to the - powers with which they had 
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hctn invefted* made this farther declaration: " Since the rheCam- 
Romans fcruple to attack openly the Samnites, contiary to pa mans, 
the faith of their treaties, let them, at leaft, not be afraid <tiflreffed 
to defend their own property againft the unjuft ufurpations h y} htSamm 
of their enemies : the people of Campania, the city of Ca- "'ender™' 
pua, our lands, our temples, every thing we have, divine t hem f elves 
and human, we absolutely give and Surrender to you. and their 
From this time, therefore, all our loffes will be yours V c l unffyt t 
This donation in due form* by ambaffadors authorized y. * "?*** 
to make it, was of great weight with the fenate. They 
did not think their alliance with the Samnites obliged 
them to refufe it ; and therefore, without delay difpatch- 
ed ambaffadors to intreat the . Samnites* as friends, to 
fpare a province which belonged to Rome. . In cafe the 
Samnites could not be prevailed upon by thefe gentle me- 
thods, the ambaffadors were directed to give them notice, 
in the name of the people and fenate of Rome, to quit the 
country 1 immediately. But the Samnites, a proud and 
warlike people, were fo far from being intimidated by the 
majefty'ofthe Roman name, that their ma gift rates fen t 
for the commanders of.their troops, and .ordered them, in 
the prefence of the Roman ambaffadors* to go inftantly 
and ravage Campania. This infult filled the fenate and 
people with indignation. All other bufinefs.\was laid Warde* 
afide* that they might* apply themfefores wholly : to the dared 
preparations for a war, ;which wa6 declared with all the H°\ n fij^ 
ceremoniek inftituted by Numa on fuch occafions. Two ******** 
armies being raifed, it was the lot of Valerius to march 
with one into Campania, while Cornelius, with the other, 
carried the war into Samnium. The ftrefs of the war lay 
at firft on Valerius, who pofted his troops, on Mount 
Gaurus, in Campania, and continued in that advantageous 
fituation, . till his men, by frequent fkirmifhing with the 
Samnites, had learnt their way of managing arms. He 
afiembled bis troops ; and having encouraged them, in a 
long fpeech, not to be afraid of a new enemy, to remem- 
ber their ancient valour, and to gain the honours of a 
triumph for one defcended from the great Poplicola, 
marched out of his camp, and drew up his men in battalia. 
As the two armies were pretty equal in numbers, the vic- 
tory was long difputed, without any con 11 der able advan- 
tage on either fide. The Roman cavalry attempted in vain 
to break the enemy's battalions. Valerius feeing their 

b Liv. ibid. cap. 29—31. 
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mifcarriage, put himfelf at the head of the infantry, and, 
encouraging the legions to follow his example* threw 
himfelf into the midft of the Sarnnste cohorts* and, beiag 
followed by his legionaries, made a dreadful havock. 
The dead lay in heaps round the enemy's ftandarda; yet 
their cohorts kept their ground, refolred to defend thcm- 
felves to the laft. At length Valerius ordered the Roman 
cavalry to attack the enemy in .flank; but they ftood the 
fhock till night .put an cud to the conflict. . After the 
battle the Romans owned, that they had newer, engaged a 
more intrepid enemy ; and would not have known that 
they had gained the vi&ory, had not the Sammtes de«. 
ferted their camp in the night, and abandoned, it to tho 
conquerors 1 . 

While Valerius thus (ignalizrd bis valour ii> Campa* 
ma, his colleague Cornelius, having imprudently left his 
camp, which was advantageoufly pofed near Saticula, 
on the confines of Samntum, marched through a moun- 
tainous country into a foreft, out o£ which there was but 
one paffage, through a deep valley, which, as well as the 
wood, was lined with the enemy's forces ; fo that he 
found himfelf, when it was not m his power to altec his 
march, furrounded by the Samnites. This diftrds threw 
the conful into the utmoft-confternatioa * but it fbrtaf** 
ately happened, that he had a brav£ officer among hk 
troops, Who extricated hint from the danger* This was 
the famous P. Decius Musy as yet only a legionary tri* 
bune, who afterwards fo nobly frgnalized bis:: fare for his 
country. The prudent tribune,. observing an : eminence 
at a diftance r which commanded the camp of the Sam* 
nites, and had been neglected by them, p*oppfcd to the 
conful, that he might be detached - -with a ftaall body to 
take pofieffion of it, The general approved of the defigQ, 
and detached a. fmall body of twops, under the command 
of Decius 5 who, taking his way through the wood, con* 
eealed his march fo well, that the enemy did not difcover 
him till he was near the poft r which he was going to 
feize ; and then the fight of the Romans cHmbing up the 
rock was fuch a furpriae to them, that they could come 
to no determination 5 being in fufpenfe, whether they 
mould attack the conful, or Iteeius* In the mean time 
the Roman general, taking advantage of this irrefolution, 
marched out of the valley without molefbtion. Decius 
did not dpubt, but the enemy would attack him on hi? 



J Liv. ibid cap. 3*, 33 « 



hi", 



The Raman Hijl&rj. 347 

hill, or (hut up the avenues to it 5 but when he perceiv- 
ed, that they neither came to attack him, nor attempted 
to furround him, and cut off his retreat, he tool a view 
of the avenues to the hill, and placed centinefs at them, 
-with orders to return filentlyto the main body, at the 
fecond watch of the night. When, at that hour, all his 
men were re-aflembled, be laid before tbcm the necdBtjr 
of leaving the place where they were ; and put it to the 
vote, whether they fhould ftay for day-light, or march 
off immediately, and force a way through the enemy, 
while they, totre afieep. The latter propofal being uni* 
verfally approved, Decius put himfelf at the head of his 
troops, and marched down the rock in great filence. 
They had got half-way through the enemy's camp, when 
a Roman foldier, ftrikmg his foot againft the buckler of 
a Samnite, awaked a centinel, who gave the alarm in that 
quarter. The Samnites immediately ran, to arms, not 
knowing whether it was Decius and his troop, the con* 
fill and his army, or fame Samnite of the camp, who 
had dlfttfiirtd ttbeit reft. In the midft of this univerfal 
Confufion, Decius ordered his men to give a great ihout.; 
which doubled the cpnftcrnation of the Samnites, while 
the Romans gained the plain, and made their efcape, none 
of the Samnites daring to follow or attack rbeiri* 

When Decius approached the confute camp, as it w4s 
not yet day, he ordered his men to halt, telling them, 
that they defer? ed to enter the camp in a more glorious 
manner, than in filence and darjenefs. Next morning the 
whole army marched out to meet that brave troop, which 
bad faved their lives at the peril of their own, and conv 
du&ed them in triumph to the general's tent, who, hav- 
ing fammoned all his foldiers to hear bis harangue, was 
beginning to make the panegyric of Decios; but the 
brave tribune, rather choofing to give his general good 
advice, than to hear his own praifes, advifed him to march * * "' 
away immediately, and furprife the camp of the enemy, 
who, in all probability, had fent out detachments in queft 
of him. This advice was followed ; the Romans fur- A empire 
prifed the Samnites rambling about the fields, and pur- w£fcnr 
iued tbcm to their carnp, which the conful took andplun- 2ia*S». 
dered, after having cut in pieces above thirty thoufand of 
the enemy. 

When Decius returned to the camp, the conful 1*- Deans r*. 
fumed his panegyric ; but as words were not a fufficieot '"'fj^f-^. 
acknowlegement of his merit, he honoured him with all J"** ma ^ 
the military rewards that were ever given to a fubaltern. 
. R4 Befides 
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Befides a crown. of gold, he had a prefcnt of a hundred 
oxen, and a white bull with gilt horns. As for the fol — 
diers of his detachment, the conful affigned them a dou~- 
ble quantity of corn during life, and gave each of then 
two faga, or military habits* The legions likewife figna— 
lized their gratitude to their deliverer, by putting on his 
head an obfidronal crown, which it was cuftomary among* 
the Romans to beftow on a general, who relieved them 
when befieged. This crown was made of the grafs grow- 
ing in the place, and called corona obfidionalis. And 
now the detachment, which Decius had brought fafe 
out of the danger into which he had led them, think- 
ing themfelves obliged to beftow fome mark of difti no- 
tion on their leader, crowned him with a crown of oak- 
leaves, which was called the civic crown, and thought 
the moft honourable of all military rewards. Thus, load- 
ed with three crowns at once, he offered up the white bull 
in facrifice to Mars, by way of thankfgiving, and diftri- 
buted the hundred oxen among the companions of his 
danger, and ftiarers of his glory. The reft of the legions 
made, likewife, a prefent to the company . who had fpl- 
lowed Decius, confiding of fome pounds of meal, and 
mea fares of wine k . 

The campaign did -not end with this vi&ory. The 
Samnites, who had been routed by Valerius* having raif- 
ed new forces, appeared before Sueffula, a town fituated 
between Nola and Capua. Valerius haftened to the re- 
lief of the Sueffulani ; and, in order to deceive the ene- 
my, encamped within as narrow a compafs. as he could, 
hoping they would attack him in his entrenchments ; but 
the Samnites, judging that the Romans muft fooh want 
* provifions, kept quiet in their camp. Thus both armies 
continued fome time ina&ive ; but at length the Sam- 
nites, being diftreffed for want of provifions, Valerius 
The Sam- attacked their camp, while the greater part of their forces 
mtesde- were difperfed about the country in queft of neceiTaries, 
4*ainh ^ 0l?cec * **» am * Biade* a great flaughter, while his cavalry 
Valerius, -chafed the feyeral detachments which were foraging. Wc 
are toW, that the Roman foldiers brought to their general 
above forty thoufand of the enemy's bucklers ; the Sam- 
nites having thrown them away, that they might not in- 
cumber them in their flight. - One hundred and twenty 
ftandards were likewife taken from the enemy in this ac* 
tion. Both confuls returned to Rome, where they were 

k Liv. lib. vn. cap. 35, 36. A u g» Gd« lib, v. cap. 6, 

honoure4 
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honoured with a triumph. The fucceffes of this glorious 
campaign gave a new luftre to the republic, both among 
the neighbouring and diftant nations. The Falifci changed 
the truce, which they had made with the Romans, into 
a treaty of alliance. The Latins, who had taken up arms, 
with defign to employ them againft the republic, if flie 
had been worfted in this war, turned their hoftilities 
againft the Peligni, a Samnite nation, as it were to affift 
the Romans, whom they really had intended to betray. 
And laftly, the Carthaginians fent to compliment the re- 
public on her fuccefs, and made a prefent of a crown of 
gold, of twenty pounds weight, to Jupiter Capitolinus, 
by way of thankfgiving for her viftories. This year end- 
ed with a cenfus, by which it appeared that the num- 
ber of Romans, able to bear arms, amounted to one hun- 
dred and fixty thoufand. The ceremony clofed with a 
luftrum, which was the twenty-fecond fince its firft infti- 
tution by king Servius. 

The following year C. Martius Rutilus was defied the 
fourth time to the confulate, and with him Q^ Servilius 
Ahala. The latter encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Rome, while the former marched into Campania, where 
he found a general depravation of manners in fome co- 
horts of Roman (bldiers, who had been left in Capua all 
winter. He even difcovered, that they had entered into Some R$* 
a plot among themfelves, to drive the natives out of Camr «*>W- 

?ania, and to feize that delicious country for themfelves. ^^JST 
\> difappoint this fcheme, he contrived to fend away the t0 r^ 
mod mutinous, without treating them "difgracefully, or CampanUi. 
letting his defign appear. At length the foldiers, fufpeft- 
ing tie was aware of their plot, and being alarmed with 
the appirehenfion of punifhment, onewhole cohort de- 
ferted; and, polling themftlves advantageoufly near 
Anxur, in a narrow pafs, between the fea on one fide, and 
high mountains on the other, were foon joined by great 
numbers of malcontents from the city and the camp. As 
they were ftill at a lofs for a leader, they furprifed by 
night, in his bed, one T£. Quin&ius, an excellent com- 
mander, who had retired fome time before from public 
life to his farm, and forced him to go with them, as their 
. general, to Rome. Their approach fo terrified the city, 
that a dictator was named, to aflemble forces, and oppofe 
thefe mutineers. The perfon appointed was Valerius fokriKs 
Corvus, who came to a parly with thfcm ; and, being ex- J^^JJ 
tremely beloved by the foldiery, prevailed with them to agam fi 
fubmit. them. 

However, 
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Ikey/uk- However, the rebels, befides at general pardon, whicli 

mu. was granted by the fenate, and confirmed by the people 

in comitia, obtained many conccffions, which Certainly 

would not have been made, if the fenate had not dreaded 

their number and difcipline. 

The Romans, by thefe condefcenfion* to the rebels, loffc 

Frivermm credit among their neighbours. Privernum revoked, but 

revolts. was foon reduced by C. Plautitis Hypfa?ns, now tbe fe- 

cond time conful. His colleague, L. iEmilius, laid waftc 

the country of the Samnites, who were fa weakened by 

the two late overthrows, that they durft not appear in the 

field i but fued for peace» and an alliance with koine* 

Thefe being obtained, they turned their arm* once snore 

againft the Sidicini, who, being refufed fuccour, even 

7ke $i£- upon the terms of being fubjeft to the republic, gave 

tini and themfelves up to the Latin*, already in arms to reocwer 

Campa- their independence. The Campanians, forgetting the be- 

*&lAtins. nefits tbey had rec ** ved ff *>** tne Roman*, and tjteir en- 
gagements with (he republic, followed the example ef the 
Sidicini, and joined the Latins. An army, fornHi4 of 
thefe three united nations, entered Sananium, laying waftc 
all before them * butnot being able to bring the Samnite* 
to a battle, foon retired for want of provisions. Their 
retreat gave the i Samnites an opportunity of fending an*- 

. baffadors to Rome, to complain of her. fuffering tjbe la- 
tins ?nd Campaniaris^her allies and fubjetts, to commit 
hoftilities in Samnium. The fenate indeed 4id not ap- 
prove of the hoftilities the. Latin* bad committed; hit 
were alhamed to own, that they had np longer power 
over them. The conful Planting therefore, in the name 
of the fenate, returned the following anfwer: " The 
Campanians are our fubjefU; and we will, therefore, ob- 
lige them to let you live in peace. But a* for the Latin*, 
our treaty of alliance with them does not reftri& them 
from engaging in .any war without pur content j and there* 
fore we can prornife nothing in relation to them/' 

This anfwer left the Samnites in a melancholy unce?** 
tainty, offended the Campanians, and, as it feemed to 
betray a fenfe of weaknefs in the Romans, raffed the fpi- 
rits of the Latins to fuch a degree, that they imagined 
tbey could not now demand any thing which the Romans 
would dare to refufc. They fecretty combined with the 

. Campanians to attack the Romans, though) in appear* 
ance> their preparations were only againft the Samnites. 
fiVft the fenate, informed of their intentions, refolved tp 
anticipate their defigns, and, with this view, to bring on 

the 



The Roman Hi/lory. ^t 

the election of new confuls before the ufual time. Ac- 
cordingly, they oblige4 the prefent confuls to abdicate ; 
but fome religious fcruples being raifed concerning the 
holding of the comitia by confute depofed before the ex- 
piration of their year, the government was reduced to an 
interregnum; and two pre fi denes, Valerius Corvus and 
\A. Fabius, were named to govern in the mean time fuc- 
ccfGvely, each five days in his turn. While the latter 
was in office* the people were afiembled in the Campus 
Martius ; and it being pf the utmoft importance to choofe 
two able men to fit at the helm, the centuries pitched 
upon the famous Manlius Tofquatus and Decius Mus, 
the former a patrician, and the latter a plebeian. The 
republic promifed herfelf a continued feries of profperity 
under the adminiftrati^n of thefe two illuftrious ma- 
giftrates, Torquatus was a man of inflexible feverity in 
Importing, military difcipline \ Decius had a more hur- 
mane temper; and both colleagues were equally famous 
for. pietv towards the gods, and a love for their country- 
In the Beginning pf their confulate, Alexander, king of AbxtnJir, 
Epitue, and broker to Olympias, the mother of Alex*- ~** *f 
ander thp Great, -arrived in Italy, on the invitation of Jmainti 
the Tarenfiines, to a(fift them, agamft the Brutians, This italji 
prince hoped to have fubdued all Italy as eafily as his 
nephew had reduced Perfia ; but was not fo fufccefeful in 
his fcheme, having to contend with more warlike nation* 
He gained,, indeed, fome fmall advantages over the Lu- and con- 
eaafan* and Bi-Qtians at his firft coming ; but fbon found eludes an 
k neeeflfary to court the friendfhip of the more powerful *Ui*nc* 
nations of Italy, particularly of the Romans, with whom ™ ith th * 
he Concluded an alliance K Rfmanu 

After this tranfa&ion, the two confuls made it their Ten of 
whole bufinefs to prevent the. revolt of the Latins ; and th *. Lat ** 
the firft ftcp they took for that purpofc, was to fummon c ^ t €fi I umm 
lenof the Latin. chiefs to appear at Rome, and give an r^/' 
account of their preparations for war. The JLatin coun- 
cil fent one L~ Annius, 2 man of great credit among 
them, with ten more, to Rome, to demand, as a condi- 
tion of renewing the alliance between the two nations, 
that one of the confute, and half of the feriate, fiSould be 
for the future choferi out of the Latins^ This demand 
was reje&ed with indignation, and war immediately de- 
clared. The confuls, having formed two armies, confifb- The eon* 
jag entirely of Romans, marched through the territories fids march 
. againfithe 

) Liv« lib* viii. cap. », 3. Juftin, lib* xii. cap. a* Latw. 

of 
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of the Marfij entered the country of the Peligni, an<i en- 
camped in Campania at the ' foot of Mount Vefuvius* at 
a fmall diftance from the enemy's camp. The night be- 
fore the battle, which foon enfued, both confuls are faid 
to have dreamt the fame dream. A man of a gigantic 
ftature, and majeftic mien, appeared to them, and told 
them, that the victory was decreed to that army of the 
two, whofe general mould devote himfelf to the Dii 
Manes. When it was day, the two confuls communi- 
cated their dreams to eacn other. The arufpices made 
fuch difcoveries in the entrails of the vi&ims, as. con- 
firmed the dreams. It was therefore agreed in a council 
of war, that Manlius mould command the right wingf, 
and Decius the left, in the enfuing battle; and that he* 
whofe troops firft gave way, (hould devote himfelf to 
fave his country, and ru(h into the midft of the ene- 
my's battalions. In the fame couricilof war, confifting 
of the two confuls,' all the lieutenant-generals, and le- 
gionary tribunes, 1 k v was llkewifi /determined, that th$ an- 
cient difcipline fh6ukTl>e ifriftty obftfrved in the prefent 

\ war, and that no officer or foldier (hduld dare to- fight 
.the' (enemy witnout exgrefs orders* 'Or out of his rank, 

' tipon pain of death. This regulation was made, becaufe 
the enemy they were now to engage withfpoke the fame 
language, were armed after the fame manner, obferved 
the feme way of* fighting (M), and were peifolially ac- 



' (M) The order of. battle, in 
which the Romans formed their 
'asray before an engagement, in 
Maniius's time, was as fol- 
lows; they formed the whole, 
body of their troops into three" 
lines, diflingutftied by the" 
names of haftari, principes, 
and triarii. The haftaii, Who • 
compofed the fiift line, were* 
fo ftyled from *he . javelin* 
called haflse, which 1 they. bore. • 
The principes, wbo. made the 
lecondline, were fo called, ac-< 
fording to Varro, becaufe, in 
more ancient times,, they; were 
placed in the front of the bat- 
tle, and began the attack. 
The triarii were fo named, be- 
caufe they made the third line : 
they were commonly vete- 



rans, and the main fireogdi of 
the ajmy. The principes were 
armed with fwords, ancLthe 
triariij with javelins called pila, 
In after-ages, the haftati, prin- 
cipes,' and triarii feem.to have 
,borne much ' the fame arms. 
At the time, of this war with 
the Latins, there was afpace 
of 'fifty feet between the firft 
and fecond lines, and of one 
hundred : feet between the fe- 
cond and . the third : and as 
fnaces were left between the 
lines, fo #kewife between the 
different manipuli or compa- 
nies of each line, thefe com- 
panies being divided from each 
other by ipaces thirty feet 
wide ; fo that in a line of ten 
manipuli there were nine of 
thefe 
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quainted with moft of the Roman officers) under whom 
they had ferved in former wars m . 

*» Li v. lib. viii. cap, & 



2Si 



thefe fpaces. Jut thefe open- 
ings were not fo difpofed, as 
to yield a direct paflage to the 
enemy, from the front of the 
army to the rear. The ma- 
nipuli of the fecond line flood 
behind the openings of the 
firft, and the manipuli of the 
third behind thofe of the fe- 
cond; fo that the order of. the 
whole refembled that of trees, 
called by gardeners quincunx. 
When the haftati happened to 
be overpowered, they retired 
in good order, foil facing the 
enemy, towards the principes, 
fell into the intervals of their 
ranks, and, together with them, 
renewed the fight. If the ha- 
ftati and principes, thus join- 
ed, were too weak to fuftain 
the fury of the onfet, they 
fell back into the wider inter- 
vals of the triarii, and then all • 
together made another effort, . 
much more vigorous than any 
before. If this aflault proved 
ineffectual, the battle was en- 
tirely loft as to the foot, there 
being no farther referves. The 
whole fecret of the Roman art 
of war lay in difpofing their 
armies after this manner, and 
leaving thefe fpaces open in the 
firft and fecond lines. It was 
almoft impoffible that this me- 
thod (hould prove unfucceiT- 
ful, if duly obferved ; for for- 
tune, in each engagement, 
muft have failed them three 
different times, before they 
could be routed. As for the 
Roman cavalry, they were al- 
ways polled at the wings of the 



army, and fought fometimes 
on foot, fometimes on horfe- 
back, as occafion required, like 
our dragoons. At this time 
they were not numerous among 
the Romans, there being but 
twelve hundred horfe in an 
army of twenty thoufand men. 
As to the ftations of the com- 
manders, the confuls and lieu- 
tenant-generals took their polls 
in the middle of the fpace 
between the principes and 
the triarii, where the Roman 
eagles flood. The legati and 
tribunes were ufuaily pofted 
near them, unlefs the former 
were ordered to command the 
wings, or the others fome par- 
ticular part of the army. The 
centurions flood every man at 
the head of his century or 
company. The common fol- 
diers were placed in feveral 
ranks, at the difcretion of the 
centurions, according to their 
age, ftrength, and experience, 
every man having three feet 
fquare allowed him to manage 
his arms in. The Latin troops 
being drawn up in the fame 
manner as the Roman,' it was 
probable, that the centurions 
of the two armies would en- 
counter each other.* But the 
Romans not being men of fo 
much bodily ftrength as the 
Latins, Livy tells us, that the 
centurions of the Roman le- 
gions obtained leave of the 
confuls to have each of them 
a fub-centurion to defend and 
afMhim (i). 



(1) Liv. lib. viiL cap* 8. 
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TheamfuTs' It happened, foon. after thcfe orders were proclaimed 
fin being that young Manlius, the conful's fori, being lent at the 
tkaltenged head of a detachment of horfe to obferve the enemy's 
iV/* ^ Un * motions, met an advanced fquadron of the enemy, com- 
tm * madded by Geminius Metius, who, knowing the cental's 
fon, challenged him to a firigle combat* Manlius, piqued 
in point of honour, and forgetting the late orders of the 
generals, accepted the challenge; fo that both parties 
. drew back, and left the field open for the two champions* 
They rode full fpeed againft each other, and Manlius's 
lance only glanced upon his adverfary's helmet. Then 
the two. combatants wheeling about, returned to the 
charge, when Manlius wounded Metius's horfe on the 
head with his lance. The violence of the blow made the 
horfe rear, and the fuddennefs of the fliock threw Metius 
to the ground. He endeavoured to raife himfelf with his 
buckler and lance, but Manlius gave him fo violent a 
thruftinthe throat, that he drove the point of his lance 
out at his fide ; and, having ftripped him of his fine 
armour, returned to the camp full of glory for his vi&ory, 
but uncertain of the reception he ftiould meet with from 
the confute* He paifed triumphantly through the midft 
of the army, and, going ftrait to his father's tent, ac- 
cofted him thus : *' Father, I have followed your example ; 
I was challenged, like you, by an infulting enemy ; and 
bjpre I lay his fpoila at your feet." The conful, at thefc 
, words, turning his back upon his fon, ordered the troops 
to be immediately aflembled, and in their prefence made 
How re- him this reply: " Since you, Titus Manlius, have been 
*f™f d fy fo ra & as ts nght the enemy without my orders, you mult 
u father* ex pj ate vour cr inie. You nave conquered, and therefore 
deferve to be rewarded. But your difobedience mull be 
punifhed with the utmoft feverity. How could you de- 
fpife the authority both of a father and a conful? How- 
could you break through that difcipline, to the ftri£k ob- 
servance of which Rome has. hitherto owed her preserva- 
tion ? Hard is the neceffity you reduce me to, when you 
force me either to forget that I am a father, or that I am 
a judge* But neither your grief nor mine fhall prevail 
over the fidelity I owe my country. We {hall be a me- 
lancholy example to pofterity, but a wholefome precedent 
to the Roman youth. In you I lofe a fon endeared to me 
by the tender affe&ion of a father, and by your late vic- 
tory. But, alas \ fince I muft either eftabliffi the confu- 
lar authority by a rigorous a& of juftice, or weaken it by 
your impunity, die as- bravely as you have conquered. If 

you 
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yon. liave but one drop of the ManKtm blood in your veins, 
you will not refufe to repair the breach you have made in 
the military difcipline, by undergoing die punifhment due 
to your offence." This laid, he firft crowned his fon as 
vicior, and then ordered the Ii£tors to tie him to a ftake. 

All prefent were ftunned with the fentence, as if it 
had been pronounced againft themfelves ; and when the 
li&or lifted up his ax to ftrike off the young conqueror's /' p*t * 
head, an outcry was raifed by the army, as if the ftroke &*&/* 
had been to fall upon each officer and foldier prefent. ^aX 
However, they offered no violence to the conful or the /**«* f 
-li&or; but, feeing the young man's head ftruck off", and hisgeturiL 
his blood gu(h out, vented their rage againft the general 
in imprecations and inveftives. They covered the dead 
body with the fpoils of his conquered enemy, and expreff- 
ed their affll&ion by the moft pompous obfequies they could 

Eerforra for him in the field. It is fcarce to be imagined 
ow tra&able this feverity of Manlius made his army fot 
the future : his orders were obferved, and put in execu- 
tion, with all poffible exa&nefs, which greatly contribut- 
ed to the victory he gained a few days after n . 

When the day of battle came, botn armies drew up in 
the plains at the foot of Mount Vefuvius, in the road 
leading to the town of Veferis. As they were equal in 
numbers, and uniform in their way of fighting, the onfet 
was furious on both fides, neither party, for fome time, 
gaining any advantage over the other. At length the left 
wing of the Romans, commanded by Decius, being vi- 
goroufly preffed by the Latin9, gave ground, fo that the 
firft line was forced to retire, without turning their backs 
to the enemy, into the intervals of the fecond line. This Dtchu 
disadvantage, reminded Decius of the agreement with Mus <k- 
his colleague. He therefore called out to Valerius, the ^iJ Mm 
pontifex maximus, to perform the ceremony of confecra- 
tion, that he might devote himfelf in due form. Vale- 
rius ordered him to quit his military habit, and put on 
the robe he wore in the fenate. Then he covered hi^ 
head with a veil, ordered him to put forth his hand under 
his robe to his chin,*and, (landing with both feet upon 
his javelin, to repeat after him the following words : ** O 
Janus, Jupiter, Mars, Romulus, Bellona, and ye Lares 
;md Novenfiles (N) ! All ye heroes who dwell in heaven, 

and 
■ Liv. lib. viH. cap. 7. Flor. lib. i. cap. 4.. Zonar. lib. vi. cap. 1 6 # 

(N) This word Novenfiles are of opinion, that it fignifies 
is varioufly interpreted ; fome the new -created gods, orthofe 

whoft 
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and all ye gods who rule over us and our enemies, efpe- 
cially ye gods of hell 1 I honour you, invoke you, and 
humbly intreat you to profper the arms of the Romans, 
and to transfer all fear and terror from them to their ene- 
mies \ and I do, for the fafety of the Roman people, and 
their legions, devote myfelf, and, with myfelf, trie army 
and auxiliaries of the enemy, to the infernal gods, and 
the goddefs of the earth." Decius, having finiflied this 
prayer, ordered his lictors to . acquaint his colleague 
that he had devoted himfelf for the fafety of the army. 
Then, tucking up his robe, and girding it round him, he 
mounted his horfe, and rode full fpeed into the thickeft 
of the enemy's battalions. Both the Romans and Latins 
were furprifed at this fight. The conful broke through 
the firft line of the enemy's army, and penetrated to the 
centre, the Latins being terrified, and, as it were, thun- 
derftruck at this new fpe&acle. At length, recovering 
from their furprife, they difcharged a fliower of darts at 
it/aim. the devoted conful, who fell to the ground with num- 
ber lefs wounds. 

The death of the conful gave new courage to the Ro- 
mans. Thofe who had retired, returned to the charge 
with redoubled vigour. However, the Latins ftill kept 
their ground, and in fome places had the advantage. 
When news were brought to Manlius of his colleague's 
death, he (hed fome tears, giving him the praifes he de- 
fer ved i then he ordered a body- of volunteers to advance 
into the firft line, referving the triarii, or thofe of the 
third line, who conftituted the main ftrength of the army, 
to the laft extremity. The Latins, being hard prefied by 
thefe frefli troops, and taking them for the Roman triarii, 
ordered their own triarii to advance ; and this miftake de- 
termined the vi&ory, hitherto doubtful, in favour of the 
Romans. For the Latins being exhaufted, and having for 
the mefl part broken or blunted their weapons in repulfing 
the Romans once more, when they thought themfelvcs ' 
fure of the victory, the Roman triarii, by order of Man- 
lius, appeared ; and having raifed a loud fhout, which 

whofe worfliip had been lately Vefta, .Minerva, Feronia, 

introduced in Rome. Others Concord, Good Faith, For- 

pretend it fignified the nine tune, Chance, and Health. 

Mufes. Varro, by the word Some read Notcnfides inftead 

Noveniiles, underftands the of Noven files, and underhand 

nine deities brought to Rome thereby another kind of gods, 

by the Sabines ; namely, Lara, who prefided over novelties. 

difinayed 
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tJifmayed the enemy, fell upon them, white fatigued, "The Latin 
-with fuch fury, that fcarce a fourth part of their army re- *rmyrout- 
niained alive. The Samnites, for whofe fake this battle ed r ^ th 
was fought, had nofhare in it, but continued in battalia, jw£ //r# 
at fome diftance from the Roman army, at the foot of 
Mount Vefuvitis, and only ferved to keep the enemy a 
little in fear °. 

The Latins, who efcaped the daughter* fled to Mintur-* 
Hae, a little above the mouth of the Liris. There Numi- 
cius, their general, by caufmg letters to be fpread about 
in Latium, and the country of the Volfci, reprefenting 
the flight of the Latins only as an honourable retreat, drew 
many to his campj who had not been prefent'at the late 
adion* Having thus formed a new army, he took the 
road to Capua, being determined to try the fortune of 
arms once more with the Romans, and hoping to furprife 
them with his fudden return. But Manlius met him on 
his march, at a village called Trifana, in the neighbour- 
hood of SinuefTa, gave him a fecond overthrow, and then Are again 
entering Latium, laid it wafte without oppofition. All routed. 
the Latin cities furrendered at difcretion, as did Priver- 
tium, in the territory of the Volfci. All Campania, with The Latins 
Capua its capital, was brought into fubje&ion to its **^£*«- 
former matters. The conful difpoffefled the Campahians, %fa-j s 
Latins, and Privernates, of their lands, and diftributed 
them among the people of Rome. However, the Lauren- 
tini in Latium, .and the Campanian knights, who were 
the flower of the nobility of the country, and had not 
been concerned in the revolt, were continued in their 
pofleflions and privileges ; nay, thefe faithful knights, to 
the number of fixteen hundred, were made citizens of 
Rome, but without right of fuffrage : and, that this grant 
might be the more authentic, it was engraved on brafs, 
and fixed up in the temple of Caftor and Pollux p. An 
annual'penfion of forty-five denarii, that is, one pound % 

nine (hillings fterling, was alfo afligned to each, out of the 
public revenues of Campania. It is not to be doubted, 
that Manlius, after fo many fignal conquefts, obtained the 
honours of a triumph, not with Handing Livy's filence on 
this head. 

He foon after fell fick ; and, as a Roman general was 
wanted to oppofe fome frefh incurfions of the Antiates, he 
nominated L. Papirius Craffus, then praetor, to the di£ta- 
torfhip ; who, having appointed L. Papirius Curfor for 
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mafter of the horfe, kept his troops fome months in tbe 
enemy's country upon free quarter, and then returned to 
Rome, to prefide at the ele&ion of new confuls, when Q^ 
Publilius, a plebeian, and Tib* ./Emilius, a patrician, 
were chofen. In their adminiftration tt\e Latins revolted, 
and formed two armies. Publilius, fucceeding in an ex- 
pedition againft one them, was honoured with a triumph ; 
but jEmilius, ha ing only gained flight advantages over 
the other, was refufed that honour ; a repulfe which fo 
incenfed him, that no tribune of the people ever inveighed 
more bitterly againft the nobility than this patrician con- 
ful. Thefenate, to prevent difturbances, ordered him to 
name a dictator. iEmilius obeyed; but, in revenge, 
named his plebeian colleague, who appointed Brutus Sca> 
va, another plebeian, to be general of the horfe. The 
dictator, entirely devoted to the people, employed all his 
power and influence to eftablifh their rights on a folid 
foundation. This aim he effefted by three laws,' which 
he either made or revived. The firft imported, that the 
decrees made by the people, at the requeft of their tri- 
bunes, fhould bind all the fubje&s of the republic. The 
fecond, that, for the future, the laws which were to be 
pafled by the centuries fhould be firft approved by the fe- 
nate, fubjeft to the approbation of the people. Hitherto 
the comitia ufed to pafs the laws firft, and the fenate had 
a power of accepting or rejecting them. The third law 
enacted, that one of the cenfors fhould always for the fu- 
ture be a plebeian" «. The fenate, to pique JEmilius, who 
was very tender of his honour, ordered the next year's 
confuls, L. Furius Camillus,' grandfon to the great Ca- 
millus, and C. Mamius, a plebeian, to end the war which 
he had left unfinifhed. That the new confuls might not 
fail of fuccefs, the fenate plentifully furnifhed them 
with men, ammunition, arms, and provifion, by which 
means the united forces of the Latins were defeated, the 
town of Pedum .was taken by afiault, and all Latiuro 
brought under fubje£tion. The confuls, having finifhed 
the war, returned to Rome, where they were honoured, 
not only with a triumph, but alfo with two equeftrian fta- 
tues ere&ed in the forum r . 

The confuls, having fome time tocontinue in their 
office, employed it in determining the fate of the con- 
quered. Camillus was inclined to clemency, and advifed 
the fathers rather, to increafe the fubje&s of the republic, 

r Idem ibid, cap. Eutrop. lib. i'u 
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hf admitting the Latins to the privileges of Roman citi- 
zens, than to exterminate them, and reduce their country 
to a defert- The chief men in the feflate adhered to the 
conful's advice. But, as fome cities had been more cri- 
minal than others, it was thought proper to make a dit 
tin£tion in the treatment , of therh. Lanuviurft, Aricia* 
Nomentum, and Pedum, were made Roman municipia 5 
their foldiers had the privilege of being incorporated in 
the legions, fhared all the advantages of the Roman fol- 
dfery, and were no longer upon the footing of auxiliaries. 
The Tufculans were reftored to the enjoyment of their 
privileges, the fenate being unwilling to condemn a whole; 
country for the faults of a few. Velitra was rafed, and its 
fenate and inhabitants were removed into another city be* 
yond the Tiber/ The Antiates were indulged with the free- 
dom of Roman citizens ; but their fleet, cofififtihg of fix 
gallies, was partly burnt, and partly carried into the Ro- 
man ports. With the brafs beaks of their veflels, called 
in Latin ro/lra 9 the conful Maenius adorned the pulpit 
from whence the Roman magiftrates harangued, the peo- 
ple \ a*nd hence it was ever after called the roftra. The in- 
habitants of Tybur and Praenefte were deprived of all 
their lands, not fo much oil acctiUnt of their late revolt, 
as for having formerly aflifted the Gauls* Arid, laftlyj 
all the Latins were forbidden to aflemble their diets, as 
ufual, to marry out of their refpeclive tribes, or to have 
common markets or fairs for trade. As for the cities of 
Campania, their lands were divided among the Romans. 
Thus were the two mod fruitful provinces of Italy Tub- 
dued by the republic, and the Latins, from allies of 
Rome, made her fubje&s ?. 

In the following confulate of C. Sulpicius Longiis and 
P. JEViub Paetus, rublilius, though a plebeian, obtained 
the praetorfhip, the only great dignity which the plebeians 
had not before fhafed with the nobility. Thus the people 
being arrived at the height of their defires, all pretences 
for faction were taken away. The confuls of the new 
year, L. Papirius and Csefo Duilius, led an army againft 
the Sidicini and Aufohes, who had invaded the country 
of the Aurunci at this time in alliance with Rome, de- 
feated them in the field, and, having obliged them to y r# f $\ 4 
take (belter behind the walls of their cities, returned to *<>2$ 
Rome.* In the following confulate of M. Valerius Cor- Ante Chr* 
vus, now raifed to that dignity a fourth time, and M. 3*3- 

• Liv. lib. viii* cap. 13- Flor« lib. i. cap. if. — — *— — 
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<fhi Sidid- Attilius Regulus, the former laid Gege to Cale the metro- 
m and Au~ polis of the Aufpnes, which he took by means of covered 
qu$red» galleries, and moveable towers, which he invented on 
this occafion for fcreening his men, and carrying on the 
attacks without moleftation. After this achievement, 
both confuls marched againft the Sidicini ; but, the year 
being expired before they had finifhed their conqueft, their 
fuccefibrs, T. Veturius Calvinus, and Sp. Pofthumius 
Aibinus, putting themfelves at the head of the troops 
which Valerius had commanded, entered the enemy's 
country, and laid it wafte without oppofition. Upon the 
• return of the confuls to Rome, a report being fpread, that 
the Sidicini had aflembled a formidable army, and were 
? : Come- joined by the Samnites, a dictator, P. Cornelius Rufinus, 
jS*/^*** was a PP°' nte< ^ to march againft them. His authority did 
not lad long ; the augurs found his nomination defective 
in fome circumftances, and obliged him to abdicate ; as a 
plague' raged at this tiine in Rome, the arufpices, carry- 
ing their fuperftition ftill farther, declared, that all the 
aufpices of the year had been infe&ed by the contagious 
air, and that the inauguration of the confuls themfelves 
had been faulty. On this fuperftitious prejudice, the 
chief magift rates of Rome were difplaced, and an inter- 
regnum enfyed. Next year the fafces were transferred, 
according to the Fafti Capitolini, to L. Papirius Curfor, 
and C. Paetilius Libo Vifolus, who, in all likelihood, re- 
duced the Sidicini ; for we find no other epoch of their 
reduction (O). They were fucceeded by A. Cornelius, 
a fecond time conful, and Cn. Domitius, who were 
obliged to name a diftator, upon a groundlefs report, that 
.the Gauls 'were preparing for a war with the republic. 
Papirius Craffus was the man they pitched upon, and he 
chofe Valerius Poplicola for his mafter of the horfe. 
While the dictator was employed in raifing an army, more 
certain news came, that all was quiet on that fide. How- 
ever, as the Samnites had aflembled forces to oppofe 
Alexander king of Epirus, the dictator kept his army in 
the field, till the Samnites, upon the retreat of that 
prince, di(banded their troops. In this fame year, the 
number of Roman citizens being greatly increafed after 

(O) Eivy neither mentions found tbe whole chronology of 
thefe confuls, nor gives us any the republic, were it not for the 
account of this year; which is a Fafti Capitolini, which name 
great omifllon, and would con- the above mentioned confuls. 

the 
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tne redu&ion of the Latins, two new tribet, the Maeclan 7** aM» 
and Scaptian, were added l . fomqftmm 

During the tranquility which Rome enjoyed, after the tr '* 
redu£Hon of the Latins, there fprung up in her bofom jl 
new kind of monfters, more to be dreaded than any 
foreign enemy. A number of women of diftiri&ion, ac- J pkt 
cording to fome writers three hundred and fixty, plotted Jormtd by 
together, upon what provocation we know not, to dif- >**'**• 
patch their hufbands by poifon ; and took the opportunity mam ?"~ • 
of an epidemical diitemper to execute their wicked deGgn. *„ f knr 
People were furprifed to fee fo many men of note die, hujbundu 
and all with the fame fymptoms ; but had no fufpicion of 
this parricide, as we may term it ; againft which there 
was then no law provided. At length their wickednefs 
was difcovered by a woman, who was in the fervice of 
one of thofe female afiaflins, and affifted her in preparing 
her poifon. This Have applied to Q^ Fabius, who was at 
that time curule a?dile ; and having, upon promife of 
impunity, difcovered to him the whole myftery of iniquity* 
the aedile imparted the fecret to the confuls, and the con- 
fuls to the fenate ; by whofe order the flave, attended by 
fome officers, went to the houfes of above twenty Roman, 
ladies, who were all found bufy in preparing poifon, 
Among thefe were two patrician women, Sergia and Coir 
nelia, who being brought before the afTembly of the peo- 
ple, and there examined, maintained, that they had pre- 
pared only medicines for the fick, in which there were no 
poifonous ingredients. In confequence of this declara- 
tion, the flave, finding herfelf fufpeded of calumny, pro- 
pofed, that the two ladies fhould take their own potions. 
When the fenate ordered the experiment to be made, 
Cornelia and Sergia defired to confer with their accom- 
plices ; which requeft being granted, they all drank their 
own poifon, and delivered themfelves from a more cruel 
death. The republic afcribed this unheard-of prodigy to 
a fpirit of madnefs, fent as a punifhment by the angry 
gods ; and therefore to appeafe their wrath, had recourfe 
to the ceremony formerly praftifedin the time of plagues, 
and general calamities. The fenate ordered the confuls to 
nominate a diftator, to drive a nail into the wall of the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolinus. Accordingly Cn. Quinti- 
Jius was raifed to that dignity, and L. Valerius Potitus 
made general of the horfe, only to renew this fuperfti- 
tious ceremony 5 which was no fboner performed, than 

* Liv. lib* viii. cap. 17, 
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he retfgned his tranfient. dignity, and- gave way to the 
confulate of L. Papirius Craflus, a fecond time conful, 
and L. Plautius Venno a . 

In the beginning of their year, the Privernates, in con- 
jun&ion with fome of the inhabitants of Fundi, revolted 
at the inftigation of Vitrius Vaccus, a native of that city, 
who enjoyed all the rights of a Roman citizen, and had 
even made himfelf an inhabitant of Rome. The Priver- 
nates, on the approach of the two confuls, retired into 
their city. Then Plautius, with one part of the army, 
entered the territory of Fundi, where he was met by the 
fenate of that city, who protefted that they had no (hare 
in the revolt. The conful wrote to Rome in their favour, 
and marched to join his colleague, who had already 
blocked up Privernum. But, during the fiege, one of the 
confuls was called back to Rome, to prefide in the co- 
rn itia for elefting new confuls, the city being alarmed at 
the news of the Gauls being in motion. The new con- 
fuls, L. iEmilius a fecond time, and C. Plautius, entered 
upon their office the day they were chofen, though before 
the ufual time, and drew lots for their commands. It 
fell to ^milius to aft againfl the Gauls ; and to his col- 
league to carry on the fiege of Privernum. ' jEmilius made 
the levies with the utmoft vigour, admitted of no excufe, 
but put all, without diftin£Uon, who were able to bear 
arms, upon the military roll. But the great army raifed 
on this occafion marched $$ farther than Veii, where the 
conftil received certain advice, that all was quiet among 
the Gauls. He then joined his colleague before Priver- 
num, which, being already fatigued with a long fiege, 
furrendered, and delivered up Vitrius, the author of the 
revolt^ who was by an order from the fenate fcourged and 
beheaded. The two confuls, on their return to Rome, 
were honoured with a triumph, and iEmilius acquired the 
furname of Privernas. - 

What now remained was, to punifh the Pivernates. 
.Such of the fenators as had continued in the place after 
the revolt, were removed beyond the Tiber, and forbid to 
pafs the river, under the penalty of a great fine. As for 
the innocent multitude, and the; prifoners taken in the 
war, the conful Plautius nfed all his intereft in their be- 
half. He led the captives to the door of the fenate-houfe, 
and made a moving harangue in their favour. The fena- 
tors were divided in opinion, fome inclining to clemency, 
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others to feveritjr. The only fource of thofe unhappy 
men was humble fupplication, They were Volfci, a na- 
tion proud, and capable of as generous fentiments as the 
Romans ; for one of them, being afked by a fen a tor, who 
-was for putting them all to death, what punifhment he 
and his fellow-captive deferved, anfwcred with great in- 
trepidity, " We deferve that punifhment which is due to 
men who are jealous of their liberty, and think themfelves 
worthy of it." Plautius, perceiving that his anfwer ex- 
afperated fome of the fenators, endeavoured to prevent 
the ill effe&s of it, by putting a milder queftion to the 
prifoner : " How would you behave, (faid he), if Rome 
fhould pardon you ?" " Our condu£t (replied the ge- 
nerous captive), depends upon your*s. If the peace you 
grant us be honourable, you may depend on a conftant fi- 
delity on our part : if the terms of it be hard or difho- 
nourable, lay no ftrefs on our adherence to you." Some of 
the judges conftrued thefe words as menaces ; but the 
wifer part, finding in them a great deal of magnanimity, 
• cried out, that a nation, whofe only defire was liberty, 
and only fear that of lofing it, was worthy to become 
Roman. Accordingly a decree palled in favour of the 
prifoners, and Privernum was declared a municipium. 
Thus the bold fincerity of one man faved his country, 
and gained it the privilege of being incorporated into the 
Roman ftate w . 

Next year, in the confulate of C. Plautius Proculus and 
P. Cornelius Scapula, the Romans gave umbrage to the 
Samnites, by planting a colony in Fregellae, fituated in 
their neighbourhood, and proved the occafion of that 
bloody war which foon after broke out between the two 
nations. In the mean time the Palaepolitans, taking the 
advantage of this new difcontent of the Samnites, com- 
mitted hoftilities in the Roman territories. Thefe people 
were originally Euboeans, who, coming into Italy, built 
Cumae, and thence fpreading themfelves farther, founded 
the city of Naples, or Neapolis, that is, the New City. 
In* the neighbourhood of Naples, they found a town ready 
built, of which they poffeffed themfelves, calling it Pa* 
hepolis, or Palaiopolis, that is, the Old City. Thefe Pa- 
kepolitans were the firft of all the Greeks who ventured 
to attack, the Romans. Their confidence was founded 
upon a report, that the Samnites would foon be at war 
with the Romans. The news of this unexpected invafion 
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arrived at Rome juft before the cofnitia by centuries -w<ew 
aflembled to appoint new confute, and the comitia by 
tribes to choofe new tribunes of the people. The latter 
chofe M. Flavius* a man of a moft infamous character, 
who had been ac^cufed not long before of violating a wo- 
man of diftinftion. C. Valerius, one of the curule 
aediles, was his chief profecutor/j and the evidence being 
clear, fourteen of the twenty-nine tribes had already 
voted him guilty, when the accufed cried out with great 
proteftations, that he was innocent. Valerius, who bore 
him an irreconcileable hatred, exclaimed with a louder 
voice, " What is that to me, whether thou art guilty or 
innocent, provided thou be deftroyed ?" The tribes were 
fo offended at thefe words, that they immediately ac- 
quitted Flavius, though evidently guilty by a great majo- 
rity of fuffrages. A few months after, he loft his mother; 
and, as it was then cuftomary to offer Sacrifices in honour 
pf the dead, he offered a greater number of victims than 
ufual, and diftributed the flefh among the people, who 
had favoured him at his trial. This gratitude proved 
mote beneficial to him than he expected. The people re- 
membered him in the comitia, and.cho.fe him, though 
abfent, for one of their tribunes *. 

The comitia by centuries raifed to the cpnfulate L. Cor- 
nelius Lentulus, and Q^ Fublilius Fhilo a fecond time. 
The latter marched againfi: the Palsepolitans ; and, in or? 
der to cut off their communication with Neapolis, from 
whence they were fupplied with men and provifions, en- 
camped on a narrow trad: of ground between thofe two 
cities. His colleague polled himfelf with another army 
near Capua, to keep the Campanians in- awe. In this 
camp he received undoubted intelligence, that the Sam- 
nites, jealous of the progrefe of the Roman arms, had 
folicited the inhabitants of Privernum, Fundi, and For* 
mia to revolt. Upoq this information, the fenate fent 
an embafiy into Samnium, complaining of a conduct fo 
contrary to the faith of treaties. The ambafTadors met 
with a haughty reception ; but, without lofing their tem- 
per, after having heard the complaints of the Samnites, 
which chiefly related to the rebuilding and fortifying Fre- 
gellse, returned the following anfwer : " The injuries you 
complain of require a great deal of time to be examined. 
As therefore we have common friends and allies, let us 
refer our differences to their arbitration." " Arbitrat;orS| 
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(cried the Samnites), we will have none, but the gods, 
and our arms. Battles will determine our pretentions 
better than words. Mars (hall put an end to our difputes 
$n the plains of Campania. Go, Romans ; tell your con- 
fuls, that we wait for them between Capua and Sueflula. 
Our fwords will there determine which of the two na- 
tions ought to give law to the reft of Italy." The ambaf- 
fadors replied, <c We ihall not take our orders from you ; 
our generals will lead us whither they think fit, and we 
{hall follow them y ." In the mean while the time for the 
new elections drawing near, the fenate, without recalling 
the confuls, ordered a dictator to be named, to pre fide ia 
the comitia. The conful Cornelius nominated M. Clau- 
dius Marcellus, a plebeian, who chofe Sp. Pofthumius 
Albinus mailer of the horfe. But the augurs pretending 
that the nomination was invalid, Marcellus was obliged 
to abdicate the di&atorfliip, and Pofthumius the command 
of the horfe. The people, imagining that the view of the 
augurs was only to wound the plebeian intereft, made 
loud complaints, and murmured at that ambitious col- 
lege ; but in the end fuperftition prevailed, and, the go- 
vernment falling into an interregnum, C. Psetilius Libo, 
and % L. Papirius Mugellanus, were chofen confuls. Thefe, * 
putting themfelves at the head of the army which Corne- 
lius had commanded, entered Samnium ; and, being 
joined by the Lucanians and Apulians, two nations to 
which the Romans had been hitherto utter ftrangers, pe- 
netrated farther into the enemy's country, ravaged their 
lands, and feized three of their cities, namely, Allifse, 
Callifx, and Rufrium. On the other hand PubliliuS, be- 
ing continued by the people, through the influence of the 
tribunes, at the head of the fame army he had commanded 
the year before, with the title of proconful, took Palaepo- PaUpolis 
lis, oy a ftratagem contrived and executed by two of the taken by m 
citizens. ^ / firatagm. 

Four thoufand Samnites, and two thoufand of the in- 
habitants of Nola, a city of Campania, having entered 
the town before it was inverted, under pretence of 
ftrengthening the garrifon, kept the inhabitants in a ftate 
of flavery, and committed all forts of debaucheries, which 
they extended even to the wives of that unhappy people, 
and their children of both fexes. In this diftrefs the Pa- 
Jaepolitans, having long waited in vain for relief from the 
tTarentines, refolved at length to have recourfe toy their 
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enemies, in order to deliver themfelves from the opprefi 
fion of their defenders. Nymphius and Charilaus, the 
two chief magiftrates of the city, took upon them, with 
the confent of the principal inhabitants, the execution 
of the enterprize. Charilaus efcaped as a deferter to the 
Roman camp, where he imparted to the proconful the re- 
folution his countrymen had taken. Fublilius received 
him kindly, and put him at the head of three thoufand 
Romans, who, at a proper time, were to attack the town 
in that part where the Samnites defended it. In the mean 
time Nymphius, who had ftaid in Palxpolis, and kept a 
private corrfefpondence with his colleague, contrived an- 
other ftratagem, and fo blinded the Samnite commanders, 
that they fell without any fufpicion into the fnare he had 
prepared for them. He advifed them to equip the fleet 
which lay in the port, and make a defcent in the Roman 
territories, in order to oblige ttye Romans to quit Sam- 
nium, and the neighbourhood of Pabepolis. This motion 
being approved, Nymphius contrived to employ the Sam- 
nite troops in the laborious work of fetting the (hips afloat, 
which lay dry on the fhore. By thefe means, that part of 
the wall, which the Romans were to attack, being but weakly 
guarded, Charilaus, In confequence of advice received from 
his colleague, advanced at the head of three thoufand Ro- 
mans ; and, being favoured by his friends, made himfelf 
mailer of.the place. The Samnites, who were employed 
on the fhore, finding themfelves ihamefully over-reached, 
fled with precipitation, and arrived in their own country 
without either arms or baggage, where they were expofed 
to the ridicule of all their neighbours, who continually 
Jeproached them with the equipment of the Palaepolitan 
fleet*. For this fuccefs Publilius obtained a triumph, 
though he was neither conful nor dictator \ 

The reduction t>f Palaepolis created new enemies againft 
the Romans in Great Greece. The Tarentines, having 
loft their proteftor, Alexander king of Epirus, and being 
jealous of the growing power of Rome, by a ftratagem 
feduced the Lucanians, who had gone over to the Ro- 
mans, into a league with the Samnites. They bribed a 
company of young Lucanians of good families to fcourge 
their own backs, and then fhew themfelves to the people ; 
pretending that they had been treated in that cruel man- 
ner by order of the Roman confuls, to whofe camp cu- 
riofity had led them. The Lucanians, fuffering theme 
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{elves to be impofed on by fo grofs a cheat, immediately 
convened a national affem^ly; and, without examining 
into the truth of fo improbable a fa£t, decreed that war 
fhould be declared againft the Romans, and their ancient 
alliance with the Samnites renewed. Purfuant to this 
resolution an embafly was fent to the latter, who could 
fcarce believe the deputation real ; and therefore would 
not hearken to their propofals till hoftages were delivered, 
and Samnite garrifons put into all their towns. The Lu- 
canians complied with all their demands, without difcover- 
ing the impofture till it was tdo late to repent b . 

While the affairs of the republic profpered abroad, the 
poor debtors had the good fortune to (hake off the only 
yoke which now lay heavy upon them. By one of the 
laws of the Twelve Tables, creditors were impowered to 
feize their infolvent debtors, and keep them in their houfes, 
till by their fervices or labour they had difcharged the 
fum they owed. A young plebeian of extraordinary 
beauty, and of a good family, named Publilius, had vo- 
luntarily made himfelf a flave to L. Papirius, in order to 
pay his father's debts. Papirius conceiving a dete (table 
paffion for the young man, and finding his virtue proof 
againft all his promifes and carefles, caufed him to b$ 
fcourged mod: unmercifully. After this cruel treatment 
Publiljus, having found means to make his efcape, 
complained publicly of the inhuman ufage he had met 
with, and related the occafion of it. The people, 
filled with compaffion for the young plebeian, and with 
refentment againft his matter, forced the confuls to affem- 
ble the fenate 5 and, prefenting Publilius before them, 
with his back bloody, demanded juftice on their knees. 
The fenate had regard to their cries ; and, without de- 
creeing any thing againft Papirius, whofe crime was not 
fufficiently proved, pafled a decree, which was readily 
accepted and confirmed in the comitia. It ena&ed, 
that, for the future, no perfon whatfoever fhould be 

* held in fetters, or other bonds, but for fome crime that 
deferved it, and only till the criminal had fuffered the pu- 
nifhment due by law 5 and that creditors fhould only have 
a right to attach the goods, and not feize the pcrfons of 
their debtors c . 

In the following confulate of L. Furius Camillus and 
D. Junius Brutus, the Veftini, a people on the coaft of 
the Adriatic Sefy took arms againft Rome, but were de- 
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feated by Brbtus, who feized on the two cities of Cutina 
and Cingilia*. Camillus, who was to a£t againft the 
Samnites, being fiek, named to the diftatorfhip L. Papi- 
rius Curfor, who appointed Q^Fabius Rullianus to be 
general of the horfe. The diftator took the field againft 
the Samnites ; but foon after returned to Rome, on ac- 
count of fome religious fcruples relating to the aufpices 
confulted previous to his departure. Before be left the 
army, he forbad Fabius, whom be entrufted with the 
command, to venture a battle in his abfence. But Fa- 
bius, difdaining to be restrained, notwithftanding the 
dictator's prohibition, attacked the Samnites, and gained 
a complete victory, having killed above twenty tboufand 
of them on the fpot. The young conqueror, elated with 
fuccefs, initead of lodging the fpoils of the enemy in the 
quaeftor's hands, caufed them all to be burnt, that they 
might not increafe the pomp of the dictator's triumph. 
Betides* he did not fend any account of his victory to the 
dictator, under whofe aufpices be had fought, but only 
to the fenate. The dictator, incenfed at this arcogaace, 
fet out in all hafte from Rome, to puniih his difobedient 
general of the horfe. But Fabius, having timely notice 
of his coming, and of his defign, called together the 
troops, and, in a feditious harangue, committed to them 
the defence of his life and fortune. His fpeech was ap- 
plauded by the legions ; they all promifed him their affift* 
ance ; and pfotefted, that nothing but death fhould fepa- 
rate them from a commander under whofe conduit they 
bad gained fo fignal a victory. 

In the mean time the dictator arrived $ and, having 
affembled the troops, ordered the crier to call the general 
of the horfe to appear before him. Fabius obeyed the 
fummons; and, being queftioned by the diftator con- 
cerning his difobedience, returned only dark and confufed 
anfwers. As he could offer nothing in defence of his 
caufe, Fapirius ordered the li£tors to (trip him, and pre* 
pare their rods and axes. But while the executioners 
were tearing off his cloaths, he found means to efcape, 
and to retire among the triarii. A loud fliout was im- 
mediately heard from the place whither Fabius had fled f 
which was anfwered by the whole army. The foldiers 
declared in his favour ; but expreffed their fentimcnts 
rery differently. Some threatened the di£tator; others 
begged pardon for the offender. Thofe who flood next 
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Jfc© the tribunal, defired Papirius, in a fuppliant manner, 
to fpare the life of his general of the horfe, and not con- 
demn all the troops in his perfon. The lieutenant-ge- 
nerals of the army, who furrounded the dictator, in- 
treated him to defer the execution till the next day, to give 
the foldiers time to cool, and to take fome time to calm 
his own mind. The dictator continued inflexible; nay, 
be commanded, with an angry tone, the lieutenant-ge- 
nerals to leave the tribunal. The fedition now increafed, 
and the foldiers grew more furious. The dictator com- 
manded filence, but neither he nor his criers could be 
heard. The legionaries were ready to offer violence to 
their general ; but night approaching, put an end to the 
tumult. 

Fabius efcaped to Rome* where his father found means 
to have the feuate immediately afiembled, in order to ob- 
tain a decree in his favour* But Papirius, arriving on a 
iudden, took his place in the fenate, and ordered the lie- 
tors te feize young Fabius. In vain did the fenators in- 
tercede for the criminal ; Papirius was inexorable. The 735/ fatter 
father, having no other refource, appealed to the, people */?*&*"* 
£n comitia. There had never yet been any inftance of an ?*jJJ^( # 
appeal from the fentence of the dictator. Neverthelefs Jiflator t§ 
Papirius did not think fit to difallow the fuperior autho- theftophu 
rity of the people, fo that the caufe was brought before the 
comitia afiembled in the forum Thither repaired the 
dictator with few attendants ; but the Fabii were guard- 
ed by all the people of diftin&ion in Borne. Both the , 
Fabii afcended the roftra with the dictator. The fon had 
a right to harangue the people from thence, as general of 
the horfe ; but the father had no right, it being the pri- 
vilege of magistrates only to appear in that place. Papi- 
rius therefore fternly ordered him to be polled down, as 
not being in office ; and alio commanded the fon to de- 
scend as a criminal who had forfeited the privileges an- 
nexed to his office. The father, placing himfelf then at 
the foot of the roftra, broke out into bitter invectives 
againft the haughtinefs and cruelty of Papirius ; cited the 
cafe of Minutius, and L. Furius, who had not been fo 
feverely pumflied, though they had fought contrary to the 
advice of the dictators Cincinnatus, and the great Camil- 
las; and omitted nothing that could be urged in this 
caufe. He clamoured, he complained, he called upon 
the gods and men for help ; and, embracing his fon, (hed 
a flood of tears. The whole afl'embly was inclined to the 
Fabii ; but Papirius was fupported by the military laws, 
the rules of discipline, which were deemed inviolable, 

the 
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the dignity of bis office, and the di&atorial edi&s. He 
- reproached the Romans with degeneracy from that heroic 
love of their country, which ufed to prevail over all pa- 
ternal affe&ion, and private views -, he urged the exam- 
ples of Manlius and Brutus, who had courage to facrifice 
their own children for the fake of the public good ; he 
expatiated on the evil confequences of admitting appeals 
from the didator to the people, and efpecially in cafes erf 
difobedience in war ; and concluded with aiking the tri- 
bunes, whether they were willing to anfwer thofe confe- 
quences with their heads ? Thefe words threw both the 
tribunes and the people into great perplexity. They pitied 
the Fabii, though they could not condemn the feverity of 
Papirius. They knew the receiving of appeals from the 
fentence of the di&ator would indeed increafe the power 
of the plebeians ; but they were afraid of the confequences 
of fo dangerous an encroachment on a fovereign autho- 
rity, and therefore they became intercefibrs for the crimi- 
nal, humbly befeeching the diftator to pardon his general 
of the horfe. The Fabii the mfelves fell proftrate at the 
dictator's feet, and implored his clemency. 

The di&ator, cauiing filence to be made, fpoke to this 
effedi : " Military difcipline, and the authority of gene- 
rals, are to be preferved inviolate. The temerity of Fa* 
ThedtSa-. y us eX p fed both to great dangers : but he has not been 
t0rt u%of } u dgz& innocent; only pardon is afked for him. This I 
the people* readily grant, in deference to the Roman people, and to 
pardons the the interceffion of their tribunes. They have not pro* 
•Sender. nounced him innocent as judges, but intercede for him as 
, friends. Live then, Quintus Fabius, more fortunate in 
this unanimous confent of all orders in the republic to 
fave, you, than in the vi&ory you lately gamed. Live, 
' Fabius, though you have dared to commit a crime which 
your father himfelf, had he been in my place, would have 
expiated with your blood. Yqu (hall be received again 
into my favour at your pleafure. But as to the Roman 
people, to whom you owe your life, you can never ex* 
prefs your gratitude to them better, tnan by pun&ually 
and implicitly obeying, whether in peace or in war, your 
lawful commanders. Go ; you are at liberty." Thefe 
words were followed by loud acclamations ; fome congra- 
tulating Fabius, others expreffing their gratitude to Papi- 
rius. The dictator, and his general of the horfe, were 
conduced to their houfes by crowds of people of all 
ranks e . The many triumphs, with which we fhall fee 

« Liv. lib. viii. cap. 30—35. 
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liim hereafter honoured, will prove him worthy of the 
zeal which Rome fliewed for his deliverance. -v # 

While Papirius was in Rome, the % Samnites, taking ad- 
vantage of his abfence, infulted the Roman army, know- 
ing that their leaders would not move from their camp to 
engage them, for fear of meeting with the fate of Fabius. 
M. Valerius, one of the lieutenant-generals, fuffered a 
detachment of Romans to be cut in pieces, though he 
might eafily have refcued them ; faying, that he dreaded 
the feverity of the dictator more than the enemy's forces* 
This incident greatly contributed to increafe the hatred The any 
of thefoldiery to their general, who foon after arriving *U*ff*Qtd. 
in the camp with his new general of the horfe, L. Papi- t0 Pa P lriu * 
rius Craffus, found the legions fo exafperated agairift him, °^%l°f e V 
that he loft all hopes of making any great progrefs. The verity \ 
Samnites, informed of the prefent difpofition of the Ro- 
man army towards their general, immediately offered him 
battle. Papirius, thinking himfelf obliged in honour to 
accept the challenge, drew up his army ; and, in order to 
fupply the want of affedion in his foldiers by his {kill in 
. war, pofted them fo advantageoufly, that it was not pofli- 
ble for them to be entirely defeated. They fought, in- 
deed, very faintly, for fear of increafing the glory of 
their general : but, after all, they did not lofc the battle ; 
there being more Samnites killed than Romans, though 
the number of the wounded was much greater on the fide 
of the latter. 

After the battle, Papirius afted a part which furprifed <wh§ 
every body. Not one officer, or foldier, who had behaved changes 
negligently in the engagement, was fo much as repri- "h******* 
manded. Laying afide the majefty of a dictator, he, with %„?*// 
his lieutenants, vifiting the wounded foldiers, looked into je8utns. 
their tents, enquired into their health, and charged their 
tribunes to take particular care of them. As in this fud- 
den change he did not difcover the leaft affe&ation, the 
army began in a fhort time to mew him a tender affedion. 
The people in the city, being informed of this unexpe&ed 
alteration, thought fit to continue him fix months longer 
in his employment ; during which he obtained a complete Defeats thi 
vi&ory, over-ran Samnium, and compelled the enemy to Samnites* 
fue "for peace. This the dictator granted them, on thefe 
preliminary conditions: i. That they fliould clothe all 
his troops : 2. That they mould give them a year's pay : 
and, 3. That they mould get the treaty confirmed by the ' 
fenate. Papirius, on his return to Rome, was decreed a 
triumph 5 after which he prefided at the ele&ion of the 

new 



1 



t y£ the Roman tUftory^ 

rtetfr confute* C. Sulpithis Longus, and (^Aulius'Cerd- 
tanus, and then refigned his dignity. The Samnites, to 
whom the fcnate had only granted a year's truce, no 
fooner heard, that Papirius had quitted the di&atorfhip, 
than they took the field. As the Apulians, declared for 
them againft Rome, the forces of the republic were di- 
vided between the two confute. Aulius marched againft 
the Apulians, and Sulpicius againft the Samnites ; but 
little progrefs was made in the war this year, both Sam- 
nites and Apulians keeping themfelves clofe in their 
ftrong-holds. 
fhe cm- ^e ncxt Y ezr > w ^en Q^Fabius, who had been gene* 

fuls % s£ ra * of the horfe to Papirius, and L. Fulvius Corvus were 
Fabius and confute, the Samnites, having raifed a formidable army, 
L. Fulvius furprifed the Romans, commanded by the confute, in a 
Corvus, ver y difadvantageous poft, and obliged them to hazard a 
**nnfUte battle, which lafted many hours, without being decifive. 
Hiidory. At length, the imprudence of the Samnite cavalry turned 
the fortune of the day in favour of the Romans ; for the 
confute having defignedly fent away the baggage of the 
army under a fmall guard, the enemy's horfe, not being 
aware of the feint, wheeled off to feize it. But when 
they had put themfelves into diforder, and loaded their 
horfes with the plunder, the confute detached all the Ro- 
man cavalry, with orders to. attack them ; a/ervice which 
they performed with fuch fuccefs, that few of them 
efcaped. Then the Roman cavalry, marching a great 
way about, engaged the rear of the Samnite infantry, 
wh.ich had not yet given ground. This unexpe£fced at- 
, tack threw them into confufion. The Romans, purfuing 
their advantage, cut all thofe Samnites, who kept their 
ground, in pieces. Thofe who fled were, for the moft 
part, put to the fword by the horfe, and among the reft 
the general himfelf . The Samnites, after this defeat, re- 
, penting of their breach of the truce, endeavoured to pa- 

x cify the Romans, by making reftitution of what plunder 
they had taken contrary to the faith of the treaty. They 
likewife paffed a decree, that Brutulus Papius, a man of 
diftindion among them, the chief author of the rupture, 
fhould be delivered up to the Romans : but he having laid 
violent hands on himfelf, his dead body was carried to 
Home, with all the captives and fpoil taken in the time 
«?f the truce f . After this event, the conful Fulvius re- 
turned to Rome ; but his colleague led an army into Apu- 

f Liv. ibid. cap. 36-^40* 
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4fii, Inhere he mart have been attended with fuccefs, finee 
lie is faid, in the Fafti Capitolini, to have triumphed 
x>ver the Samnites and Apulians (P), while his colleague 
Fulvius triumphed over the Samnites only. A. Corne- 
lius was chofen dictator this year, to prefide at the games 
in the ajjfence of the confuis, and during the ficknefs of 
the praetor. 

The Samnites, being refufed a peace, notwithftanding We Sam~ 
the fatisfa£fcion they had given for the breach of the truce, w/ "/ r# - 
inade the neceffary preparations for carrying on the war ^rryom 
with vigour. They appointed Pontius, an able and ex- tht war. 
pcrienced oficer, to command their troops. He was the 
ion of Hercnnius, who had been at the head of their . 
amies in his younger dam, but now led a private life, 
and was, on account of his wifdom, confidered as an 
oracle. On the other hand, the Romans, in their co- 
mitia, chafe T. Veturius and Sp. Pofthumius confuis 1 
who, putting themfdves at the head of the army, took 
their route to Calatia, a city of Campania. When they 
arrived at that place, Pontius, who had encamped among 
{he woods and mountains, in the, neighbourhood of Cau- 
dium, a little town in. Samnium, about a league from 
Calatia, cau&d a report to he fpread, that the Samnite 
army was laying fiege to Luceria in Apulia; and, the 
more effectually to deceive them, he fent ten of his fol* 
diers, in the habit of herdfmen, to lead flocks into dif- 
ferent parts between Caudium and Calatia, with inftruc* 
tions to agree all in the fame report, when taken by the 
enemy. The ftratagem had the defired effeel ; and the 
Romans, in a council of war, refolved to advance info 
Apulia, and relieve Luceria. Some were for marching 
the fartheft way, through the open country; others, 
fearing left the place fhould, in the mean time, fall into . 

the enemy's hands, preferred the fliorteft way to the Ante Cbr. 
fafeft; and their opinion prevailing, the army began to *n # 
march through narrow pafles, and climb rocks, which U. C. 4S7» 
feemed Lnacceflible. At length they arrived at the fatal L 

(P) The miflake of fome fcribes to him all the glory of 

memoirs, which Livv follow- that exploit. But the Fafti 

ed, arifes from this: that Capitolini inform us better; 

writer, finding that the go- ana, upon their authority, we ' 

vemunent was in the hands of have rectified the miftake of the 

a di&ator, at the time of the Latin hiftorian (i). 
defeat of the Samnites, af- 

(1) Fafti Capitol. Veil. Pafgrcnh Hb. L fcLiv. lib. viu. cap. 37t 
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place, which has been Cnce known by the name -of i&A 

Caudine Forks. 

The confuls marched through, a narrow hollow way* 
having on each fide thick forefts ; and from thence de- 
scended into a valley, fo furrounded with hills, that it 
looked like an amphitheatre. The hills were fo covered 
with trees and briars, as to be abfoiutely unfurmountable. 
The valley was very marfliy, being watered by torrents 
rolling down from the x rocks, as well as by fubterranean 
fprings. The Samnites had taken care to block up the 
paflage with huge trees laid acrofs. The confuls gave or- 
ders to clear it ; but finding it impracticable* and disco- 
vering great numbers of the enemy on the tops of the 
eminences, began to fear an ambufcade. To avoid, 
therefore, being furrounded, they inftantly turned back, 
and endeavoured to get out of the valley by the hollow 
way through which they had entered; but in vain, the 
Samnites ' having already blocked up the paflage* The 
legions, finding themfelves thus (hut in, without a poffi- 
bility of efcaping, flood immoveable, fixing their eyes on 
one another, with marks of aftonilhment and defpair. 
The confuls pitched their tents, and ordered fortifica- 
tions to be raifed, as if they were difpofed to continue in 
that fituation. The foldiers knew this was a fruitlefs pre- 
caution, but neverthelefs raifed a rampart along the wa- 
ter, though they were fcoffed at and mfultedby the enemy 
from the tops of the eminences. As foon as the army was 
encamped, the chief officers repaired to the, confuls; but 
the time of the confutation was rather fpent in lamenta- 
ti|jps, than in discovering falutary expedients* 
. Meanwhile, nigfjt came on, which the foldiers fpent in 
difcourfing on their unhappy fituation ; while the Sam- 
nites, elated with this furprifing fuccefs, could not agree 
among themfelves what ufe to make of it. In this irre- 
folution, it was unanimoufly agreed in a council of war 
to confult . old Herennius, the general's father, and the 
oracle of the nation. A meflenger was therefore di£- 
patched, informing him of the extremity to which his fon 
had, by his addrefs, reduced the Roman army, and de- 
fir ing him to advife them how they fhould treat an army 
heretofore invincible, but now entirely at their mercy. 
The wife old man returned by the mefienger the follow- 
ing anfwer : '* I advife my fon to open a paflage for the 
Romans, and let them return home, without doing them 
the leaft harm." The officers, furprifed at this anfwer s 
and imagining the meflenger had mifunderftood Heren- 
nius. 
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nitts, fent him back 5 and then the olid man gave a Vtiy 
different anfwer from the former : u Tell the council 
(faid he), that I would not have them fpare the life of 
one Roman ; let them be all put to. the fword without dif- • 
tinftion." The ftrange difference between thefe two an- 
fwers made the Samnites imagine, that there was fome 
-concealed meaning, and prefled Pontius to defire his fa* 
ther would come to the camp and explain himfelf. He* 
rennius came accordingly, and being introduced to the 
council, told them, that Rome was a powerful ftate, from 
whofe affeftion they might promife themfelves the greateft 
benefits, and from whofe enmity they had reafon to feat 
the greateft misfortunes. " If we gain her afFe&ion (faid 
he), by a fignal aft of generofity, we fecure a happy and 
lafting tranquility. On the other hand, if we cut off the 
flower of her youth at one blow, we (hall be fafe, at 
lead for a time. In good policy, there is no medium be- 
tween thefe two extremes. Either fave the Romans in 
fuch manner as to make them your friends, or deftroy 
them fo effe£tual!y, as to render them lefs formidable 
enemies." But Pontius and his officers reje&ing this ad- 
Vice, chofe a middle way, not fo generous a3 the former, 
nor quite fo rigorous as the latter. They fpared their lives, 
but at the fame time treated them as conquered enemies. 

While the Samnites were deliberating about the fate of 
the Romans, the fcarcity of provifions increafed daily in 
the inverted camp ; and no hopes of relief appeared, or 
poffibility of efcaping. Some foldiers, indeed, attempted 
to get out of the fnare, but were met and driven back by 
the enemy's parties. In this defperate condition, the con- *Tht dejpt* 
fuls fent a deputation to the Samnites, to defire a peace rate con- 
upon equitable terms ; or, in €afe of refufal, to invite fJ i0 S / 
them to a battle. Pontius, with a haughty air, gave the man arm*, 
deputies the following anfwer : " We have no battles to 
fight j the viftory is already gained. Not a man of your 
legions ihall efcape, till you have all been difarmed, and 
pafled one by one under the yoke. Befides, the Romans 
fliall leave Samnium, and withdraw their colonies from 
all the cities which they have taken from us. Tell your 
confuls this from me ; and if they do not accept, the terms 
propofed, appear no more in my prefence." TBis anfwer 
cccafioncd as" great a confternation in the camp, as if they 
had received advice that they muft die. Nothing was 
heard but fighs and lamentations. The confuls were 
afhamed to declare themfelves for fo degrading a treaty, 
and yet could not rejeft it in the extremity to which 
they were reduced. 

T % While * 
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Thtyfub- While they were thus hefitating, L. Lentulus, an offi- 
mit to the ccr f diftin&ion, who by his wife conduit had raHed 
h ff dt J rms himfelf to one of the chief pofts in the army> and had 
ikm. ' bee* 1 ** tne nea( * °f tne deputation to the Samnites, broke 
file nee ; and, in a long harangue, mewed the neceflity of 
complying with the conditions impofed, if they defired to 
fave their own lives, or had any regard to the preservation 
of Rome. His advice was followed ; and the conful figni- 
fied to the Samnite general, that they contented to lay 
down their arms, and pafs under the yoke ; upon which 
intimation a conference enfued. In this interview, Pon- 
tius defired to conclude a treaty of peace and friendfhip 
with Rome ; but the confuls declared, that they could not 
conclude any thing that would be binding, without the 
approbation of the people, and the miniftry of the fcciales. 
" Our power (faid they), extends no farther than to make 
promrfes, which we are ready to ftrcngthen by giving 
hoftages." The ftipulation was accepted ; and, on the day 
appointed, the confuls, lieutenant-generals, quaeftors, and 
military tribunes, went to the camp of the Samnites to fign 
it. They promifed to quit Samnium, evacuate the places 
where they had planted colonies, and fufler the Samnites to 
live in peace; according to their own laws. To fecure 
the performance of this convention, the Samnites de- 
manded fix hundred Roman knights as hoftages, with this 
condition* that they might cut off their heads, if the re- 
public did not perform the conful's promifes. 
( Upon the return of the confuls, fprrow and rage filled 
the hearts of the Roman foldiers. They could fcarce re- 
ftrain themferves from offering violence to dvir generals, 
The Ro~ and cutting them in pieces. They formed dreadful ideas 
manarmy Q f t y^ r f uture difhonour, and were meditating to avoid 
JerthT* lt W ky^g violent hands on themfelves, and perifhing 
yoke* by their own fwords. At length the fatal hour came : 

the fix hundred knights marched firft out of the camp, 
unarmed, and with their under-garments only. Thefe 
were put into the enemy's hands, who conducted them to 
a place of fafety. The two confuls appeared next, and 
were ordered to pull off their paludamenta, or military 
clokes, the enfigns of their dignity. At this fight the 
foldierS, though full of rage againft their generals, turned 
away their eyes, and changed their anger into companion. 
They could not fee officers of fo high rank treated with 
fo much indignity, without the utmoft concern. While 
the legions were lamenting their hard fate, the confuls 
paffed firft under the yoke, (tripped of their habits, and 

hal£* 
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half-naked ; the inferior officers followed according to 
their rank, and at laft the foldiers, one by one. The 
Samnites infulted them, as they pafied ; and, if any Ro- 
man returned but a fierce look, he was immediately 
knocked down, or killed. When they had all undergone 
this difgrace, they were allowed to depart ; and might 
have reached Capua the fame day : but, partly out of dif- 
truft of that city, though allied to Rome, and partly fiom 
fhame to he feen there in fo miferable a condition, they 
threw themfelves on the ground at fome diftance from 
that city, with a defign to pafs the night in the open air, 
without food or refrefhment. The Capuans, being in- Tfit Ca» 
formed of their misfortune, and forlorn condition, imme- P uans re " 
diately fent cloaths, horfes, arms, and even liftors and . *7 ' m 
fafces to the confuls, with provifions for the whole army. j,jf re f Sm 
Next day, when they drew near the city, the fenate 
and people went out to meet them with all demonftrations 
of friendffiip and kindnefs ; but the confuls, and their 
troops, overwhelmed with (hame, feemed unaffe&ed with 
this friendly hofpitality. With their eyes fixed on the 
ground, they remained in filence, and fhunned all dif~ 
courfe. They were attended by many of the Campanian 
nobility to the frontiers of their country : but they ft ill 
Chewed the fame dejeftion of mind 5 which made the 
Capuans conclude, that the Roman courage was for ever 
loft, and paved the way for a revolt. One of them, 
however, a venerable old man, by name Ofilius Calavius, 
judged differently of the dumb confufion of the Romans. 
*' Their eyes, (faid he), fixed on the ground, fhew how 
much they are bent on revenge ; and their refufing to be 
comforted is a proof that they will never forgive the 
affront they have received *." 

At Rome the people began to be in pain for the confular Rome in 
army. News had been brought that it was furrounded gn at com 
by the enemy, and fome levies had been made to march ^^ 
to their affiftance. But in the mean time the fenate re- 
ceiving an account of the fhameful peace, a ftop was put 
to all farther preparations. The people, as foon as it was 
communicated to them, put on the deepeft mourning, 
without waiting for orders from the fenate. The admi- 
niftration of juftice was negle&ed ; the (hops in the forum 
werefhut; the Roman matrons laid afide their jewels 
arid gold rings $ the magiftrates quitted their robes : in 

S Liv, lib. ix. cap, 1—7, 
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fliort, the city was in as great confternation as the army. 
Every one uttered the moil bitter inve&ives againft the 
cowards, as they ftyled them, and the authors of fo ihame- 
ful a treaty. The multitude were even for (hutting them 
out of the city, as wretches who did not deferve to fee • 
their native country again. But the indignation of the 
Roman people was foon turned into pity ; for their un- 
happy countrymen no fooner appeared at the gates, than 
the whole city flocked out to fee them, every one lament- 
ing, with tears in their eyes, the misfortunes of thofe un- 
happy men. , However, they did not enter the city till 
night, and then every one ftole home, and hid himfelf in 
hU own houfe. Even* the confuls, looking upon them- 
selves as difgraced, and in a manner degraded, relinquifli- 
ed public fociety, and only performed one fun&ion of 
their office, which was indifpenfable ; that is, they named 
a di&ator to prefide in the comitia for the ele&ion of new 
confuls, thinking themfelves unworthy to appear it the 
head of the republic in the Campus Martius, 



SECT. II. 

From the Nomination of j^. Fabius Jmbujlus to be Die- 
t a tor j to thefirjl Carthaginian War. 

*. Fabius HP HE dictator named was Q^ Fabius Ambuftus, who 
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chpfe ^Elius Paetus general of the horfe ; but fome 
defeft being found in his nomination, iEmilius Papus 
was fubflituted in his room ; and the general of the horfe 
he chofe was Valerius Flaccus. But the people were fo 
diflatisfied with all the magiftrates of this unfortunate 
year, that the latter promotion was as much difliked as 
the former \ whence it was thought expedient to let the 
republic fall into an interregnum, in order to have a more 
fortunate prefident of the comitia than either of the dic- 
tators, whom fuch cowardly confuls had named. And 
now two of the greateft men in the republic were unani- 
moufly chofen, namely, Papirius Curfor a fecond time, 
and Publiiius Philo a third time. Thefe entered Upon 
their office the'very day of their ele£Hon, which was a 
degradation to their predeceflbrs, who had deferved this 
affront by their ill conduft. The firft bufinefs of the new 
confuls was to be inverted in their office by a decree of 
the fenate, declaring, that in point of religion there had 
fceeji no defeft in their inauguration. After this cere- 

monyj 
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mony, the treaty with the Samnites being laid before the 
lb n ate, Pofthumius, one of the. confuls, who had been 
parties to it, declared, that the Roman people were not 
bound by it, as not being made by their order. He added, 
that the honour of the republic would be faved, by fur- 
rendering him, and the reft of the officers concerned in 
the treaty, to the Samnites ; a ftep which he moved might 
be taken without delay. The fenators were ftruck with, 
admiration at the generofity of Pofthumius, and expreffed. 
no lefs coxnpafiion for him than efteem. However, they 
approved of the propofal, and paffed it into a decree. Two 
tribunes' of the people, who had been raifed to that office 
fince th«ir return from the Caudine Forks, oppofed at firft 
the decree, maintaining, that the fatisfaftion defigned 
for the Samnites was no way fufficient to difcharge the 
demands they bad upon Rome ; and that, as to them- 
felves, they were facrofan£t magiftrates, inviolable, and, 
though concerned in the treaty, not to be delivered to 
the enemy. But Pofthumius offered fuch arguments to 
prove the invalidity of the Caudine convention, and the 
fufficiency of the defigned fatisfa&ion, that the two tri- 
bunes confented at laft to follow the fate of their compa- 
nions, and with that view laid down their office. The . 
Romans now talked of nothing but Pofthumius; they 
compared his devotement to that of Decius -, and, think- 
ing that their republic was obliged in juftice to nothing 
more than to deliver up into the hands of the Samnites 
thofe who had figned the treaty, they began to make the 
neceffary preparations for a new war. There needed no 
orders to raife troops ; an army was foon formed, almoft 
wholly of volunteers, the Roman youth burning with rage 
againft the Sltmnites. The Caudine legions were again 
kirolled, and a powerful army, marching from Rome, 
in a few days arrived in the neighbourhood of Caudium. 

As the Samnites were encamped at a fmall diftance, 
preparations were made for furrendering the Roman 
officers in due form by a fecialis. Cornelius Arvina, who 
was deputed by the republic to perform the ceremony, 
began with commanding Pofthumius's hands to be tied. 
But the officer, who was to do it, not tying the cord hard 
enough, out of refpeft to fo great a man, the generous 
Pofthumius reproved liim : "Why do you fpare me (faid 
he) ? ifcie me in fuch a manner, that the enemy may have 
nothing to fufpeel: in my furrender." In this captive ftata 
the Roman officers were led to the Samnite camp, and 
prefented to Pontiua by the fecialis, who expreffed him- 

T 4 fclf 



*79 



The treaty 
with the 
Samnites 
declared 
null. 



The confuU. 
delivered 
to the Sam* 
nites. 



280 ' ' The Roman Hiftory. 

felf in thefe words, as he had been dire&ed: " Since 
thefe men undertook to conclude a peace with you with- 
out any commiffion, we deliver them up to you, in order 
to free ourfelves from any fliare in the ponifhmerrt, wfeyjch 
they alone have deferved." Pofthumius, as offended at 
what the fecialis faid, immediately gave him a blow on 
the thigh with his knee, and fternly fwd, " I am now a 
Samnite, and you an ambaffador of Rome* I have* 
therefore, by this blow, violated the law of nations; 
and you are thereby authorized to make war upon us.* 
But this fubterfuge ferved only to raife the indignation of 
the Samnite general, who laid before the fecialis and Poft* 
humius the injuftice and bafenefs of their proceedings. 
He told them, that they were obliged in juftice either to 
obferve the treaty, or fend the Roman army again to the 
Caudine Forks. " There (faid he) yotir confuls may reject 
the peace if they diflike it. Your honour will then be 
untainted, and your fidelity, as well as the law of na- 
tions, will be preferred inviolate. But (hall the lives of 
your troops be faved, and you enjoy all the advantages of 
the peace, while we reap no benefit from our conventions ? 
Are thefe the equitable maxims upon which your feciales 
are ordered to ad ? Is this the juftice with which you 
proceed in treating with other nations ? As for you, Poft- * 
humius, do you think the gods will take you for a Sam- 
nite, and confider the blow you have given as an infult 
offered to the Roman people by our nation ? Is it thus 
that you fport with religion and the faith of treaties ? 
Are fuch ludicrous tranfad: ions becoming the gravity of a 
conful, and the dignity of a great nation ? liftors, untie 
the prifoners, and leave them free to go where they 
pleafe h ." 
tteRo- Pofthumius, and his company, returned fafe to the 

****""- camp, where all things were getting ready to enter upon 
f *!arl * a &i° n - On the other hand, the Samnites kept clofe 
within their entrenchments, having, as Livy feys, a fore- 
boding of the misfortunes which afterwards befel them. 
They repented, but too late, of their not having hearken- 
ed to the wife cotinfels of Herenntus* So that Pontius, 
though conqueror, Joft, in a great meafure, his reputation, 
while Pofthumius, though conquered, and obliged to 
pafs under the yoke, gained immortal gloty among his 
countrymen •, for the Romans looked on the liberty he 
bad gained them of making war, as a certain vkiory. 

b Uv. lib, ix. cap. S~ii« 

Not 
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Not long after this tranfaftion the inhabitants of Satricum 
revolted from the Romans, and being fupported by a de- 
tachment of Samnites, furprifed Fregelte, a Roman co- 
lony. The Fregellani attempted to drive the enemy out FregelU 
of their city. All the inhabitants, women and children «{" r ^f^ 
not excepted, exerted themfelves in defence of their lands, ^Mnnitis. 
their akars, and their houfhold gods ; and, from the tops 
of their houfes, made a dreadful flaughter of the enemy. 
The Samnites and Satricani, fearing they fhould be oblig- 
ed to abandon the city, caufed a proclamation to be made, 
offering quarter to all who fhould lay down their arms. 
Upon this many Submitted j but the Samnites not think- 
ing themfelves obliged to keep their word with any of the 
Roman name, caufed all who had furrendered to be burnt 
alive. Only a fmall number of the, Fregellani, who had 
Hot Kftened to the enemy's promifes, retired righting, and, 
with their fwords, cut themfelves a way through the midft 
of the Samnite troops 1 . At the fame time fome of the 
chief citizens of Capua entered into a fecret plot to (hake 
off the Roman yoke. 

Thefe commotions induced the republic to have rccourfe 
to the ufual remedy in times of great danger. C. Maenius c. Martins 
being named dictator, appointed M. Foil ins, furnamed Mutator. 
FJaccihator, to be general of the horfe. The dictator's 
commiffion was, contrary to cuftom, confined to the in- 
quiring into, and punifhing crimes againft the ftate. The 
name of a judge from whom their lay no appeal, fo ter- 
rified the heads of the confpiracy in Capua, that they 
Hilled themfelves to avoid a more fevere death. As it is 
common for perfons, who are charged with an extraor- 
dinary commiffion, to ftretch their power to the utmoft 
extent, the dictator pretended, that this authority extend- 
ed not only to the traiterous practices of the Capuans, 
. but to all confpiracies whatsoever, and wherefoever, 
formed againft the Roman fta^e. By confpiracies, the 
dictator, who was a plebeian, as well as his general of 
the horfe, meant all intriguing and canvaffing for offices ; 
and accordingly fummoned feveral of the patricians to ap- 
pear before him on accufations of that kind. Not only 
the accufed, but the whole body of the nobility, taking 
the alarm, threatened to profecute the diftator, and his 
general of the horfe, as foon as their magiftracy fhould be 
expired, for the crime which was laid to their charge. 
" Our birth alone (faid they), leads us to the higheft pofts. 

* Liv. lib. iXt cap, 12. 
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It is only for the common people, and fuch upftarts.as the 
diftator, and his general of the horfe, to raife themfelves 
by intrigues." Maenius, though free from guilt, yet fear- 
ing left his reputation, fhould fuffer by the reports that 
began to prevail, aflembled the people, and having laid 
before them the uprightnefs of his intentions, abdicated 
the di&atorfhip, that he might be brought to a triaL Fof- 
lius likewife resigned his office for the fame purpofe* 
The fenate, by a fpecial commiflion, appointed the con- 
fuls to be their judges. Thofe of the nobility, who ap- 
peared againft him, were examined; and, upon a full 
hearing, the accufed were honourably acquitted k . 
1%t Sam- The operations of the campaign this year were carried 
writs ovifm on by Cornelius Lentulus dictator, and Papirius Curfor, 
"*" not j n q Ua iity of conful, but of general of the horfe to 

Cornelius. Thefe two divided their for ces ; Cornelius, at 
the head of the troops that had patted under the yoke, en- 
camped near Caudium ; while Papirius marched with the 
reft of the army to Luceria in Apulia, where the fix hun- 
dred Roman knights who had been delivered up to the 
Samnites as hoftages, were kept, Pontius would have 
willingly marched to the relief of Luceria ; but he could 
not leave his own country open to the Romans; and, 
befides, he was apprehenfive, that the dictator would 
harafs his rear. He therefore refolyed to put all to the 
iffue of a battle, and accordingly, marching out of his 
entrenchments, drew up his men. As foon as the Sam* 
nites appeared in battle-array, the di&ator aflembled his 
men, in order to exhort them, as was ufual on fuch occa- 
fions, to behave themfelves valiantly. But the foldiers, 
animated with an eager defire of revenge, demanded a 
battle with fuch clamours, that the general's harangue 
could not be heard. When they drew near the Samnites, 
they preffed their ftandard-bearers to march fafter, and 
• fell upon the enemy with fuch fury, as cannot be expreff- 
ed. It was then ufual, to begin general a&ions with fome 
difcharges of darts and ftones ; but the ardour of the Ro- 
mans was fo great, that they threw down the darts they 
had in their hands, and without orders drew their fwords, 
and rulhed upon the enemy with an impetuofity, that 
feemed akin to madnefs. This irregular animofity, or ra- 
ther rage, did more than could have been expe&ed from 
the wifeft concjuft. Nothing could ftand before them ; 
the Samnite army was put to the rout at the firft, oufet, 

k Liv. lib. ix. cap. »$» 
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and their camp taken and plundered. All the Samnitea 
found in the camp were put to the fword, and as great a 
flaughter of them, was made there, as in the battle \ 

After this viftory the diftator marched into Apulia, tO 
affift his general of the horfe in the redu&ion of Luceria. 
And indeed the arrival of the vi&orious army proved very 
feafonable,' Papirius being diftrefied for provifions. The 
diftator difperfed his legions about the country, and by 
thefe means facilitated the bringing of provifions to the 
camp, and at the fame time intercepted the convoys that 
were fent to the befieged. The Samnites, who had like- 
wife an army near Luceria, finding it impoffible for the 
befieged to hold out long, 'refolved to give the befiegers 
battle, which Papirius did not decline m . While prepa- 
rations were making for a general a&ion, ambafladors ar- 
rived from Tarentum, ordering both parties to (top all 
farther hoftilities, and protefting, that their ftate would 
declare againft that nation which fhould obftinately perfift 
in carrying on the war. Papirius was not a man to be 
terrified with the menaces of the Tarentines : neverthelefs; 
he pretended to pay a regard to them, and anfwered the 
ambafladors, that he would confer with the di&ator. 
The two generals had a conference 5 but it was only about 
the moft proper meafures to be taken with relation to the 
engagement. While the Romans were facrificing, as was 
cuftomary beforS a battle, the ambafladors came for their 
anfwer. Papirius ac coded them ; and with an air, which 
{hewed how little he was affe&ed by the menaces of fo" 
infignificant a people, <c The chickens (faid he^ feed 
perfe£Uy well : the gods are alfo much pleafed with. our 
Sacrifices : under their protection therefore we are going 
to fight, as you perceive." He then led his troops out of 
the camp, in order to engage the enemy 5 but the Sam- 
nites, being feized with a fudden terror at their approach, 
declared that they would keep themfelves within their 
camp upon the defenfive, out of refpeft to the Taren- 
tines. The legionaries, encouraged by this timorous con- 
du£fc of the enemy, attacked their entrenchments with 
fuch vigour and resolution, that they foon forced them, 
and put all to the fword who came in their way, fparing 
neither men, children, flaves, nor even the beads of 
burden. Scarce any of the Samnites would have efcaped, 
had not the generals reftrained the fury of the foldiers, 
thirfty of blood, on account of the fix hundred knights in 
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Luceria, whom the befieged, if reduced to defpair, miglitr 
have put to death, for the fake of having the barbarous 
pleafure of facrrficing them, before they periftied them- 
fclves n . 

Nothing now remained, in order to put a glorious end 
to the campaign, bat the reduction of Luceria, which was 
vigorously defended, both by the inhabitants, and thofe 
Samnites who had efcaped from the battle, and taken re- 
fuge m the befieged city ; among whom was, as fome au- 
thors write °, Pontius hitnfelf. But, notwithftandingthis 
reinforcement, the garrifon, being greatly diftrcffed by 
famine, offered to capitulate, and to releafe the fix hun- 
dred hoftages, on condition that the Romans would raife 
the fiege. fapirius peremptorily infifted, that all the fol- 
diers in the place, to the number of feven thoufand, fhould, 
unarmed, and with one garment each, pafs under the 
yoke, and Pontius at the head of them. Thefe conditions 
were accepted, and the Romans had the pleafure of re- 
taliating upon Pontiui and his Samnites the ignominy 
which he had made them, and their confute, undergo at 
the Caudine Forks* But their greateft fattsfa&ion was 
the recovery of the hoftages, which had been delivered 
trp to the Samnites, as fecurities for the execution of a, 
fliameful treaty p. 

Next year Papirius was raifed to the confulate a third 
time, and Q^Aulrus Ceretanus a fecond time. The lat- 
ter defeated the Samnites in Apulia, and made himfelf 
: mafter of Ferentum, which was either fubjeft to, or in 
alliance with them. The former reduced Satricum, and 
put all the Samnites, who were there in garrifon, to the 
fword. The chief authors of the revolt were beheaded, 
and a ftrong body of troops was left in the place to keep 
the inhabitants in awe. ' Papirius, after the reduction of 
this important place, returned to Rome, where he re- 
ceived the honours of a triumph, which he had not obtain- 
ed the preceding year for greater exploits, becaufe he had 
afted under the aufpices of a fuperior magiftrate. The 
people were overjoyed to fee him enter Rome, with all 
the pomp due to a man who had recovered the luftre of 
The ehet- the Roman name *. Livy reprefents Papirius as a hero, 
racier of who would have been a match for Alexander the Great f 
Papirius. jj a( j h e attempted the conqueft of Italy. But be that as 
it will, it is certain, that no general in Italy equalled him 
in military fkill, or furpafied him in courage. He was 
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Yery remarkable for bis ftrength erf body, and wonderful 
fwiftnefs in running; whence he had the furname of 
Curfor. He was a man of tall ftature, And majeftic mein, . 
indefatigable in military labours, (haring with the com* 
men foldiers the fevereft toils erf war. No general ever 
kept bis Droops to harder fervjee. We are told, that hi* 
cavalry having one day defired a little relaxation from* 
their fatigues, after their return from a fuccefsful expe- 
dition, he pleafartfly anfwered; "Yes, by all means \ 
nothing is more juft : when you align* from your horfes, 
I otcufe you from the trouble of ftroking their backs." 
Suck was the character af the famous Papirius, a man 
celebrated by ail the Latin writers T , 

In fihe following confulate of L. PlaUtius and M. Fot The Sam* 
Hus, many of the Samnite cities fent deputies to the Ro- nites obtam 
man fenate to fue for peace ; but could only obtain a 1 two a /w * 
years truce. In Apulia the conful Plautius fpread fa J' arjtrucg * 
much terror, that the cities of Teanum and Canufium 
fi*rrendered, and gave hoftages. At this time Capua was » 
fo divided by inteftine broils, that the inhabitants de fired 
the Romans to give them a governor, and new laws to 
keep them in order ; and it was 09 this occafion that th$ '* 
Romans turned Campania into a prefe&ure, and fent thi- 
ther a praefeft. Two »ew tribes were formed this year, 
one m Campania, perhaps, to make the Campanians fome 
fort of amends for>tbeir liberty, which they had voluntas 
rily given up; this was called the Falernian tribe, no 
doubt from the hill Falernus* The other was eftabliflied 
in the country watered by the Ufens, on the confines of 
Latium ; and therefore called, tribus Ufentina 5 fo that tb& 
Romans had now thirty-one tribes, which enjoyed the 
right of fuffrage in the comitia 8 . This year ended with a 
cenfus, taken by L. Papirius Craflus, and C. Maeniu$» 
cenfors ; by which it appeared, that the number of men 
in Rome fit to bear arms amounted to two hundred and 
fifty thoufand. 

The next year, Q^flEroilius and C. Juniusbeing confuls, Yr. of Fl. 
all Apulia was fobdued ; fo that this year proved no left *° 4 p h 
pipfperous to the republic than the former. At the fame **£ 
time Antium followed rhe example of Capua, in having tj. c# ^ 41 ^ 
recourfe to Rome for a governor and laws, which the re* , 
public readily grafted. The fuc^eeding confuls, Sp. Nau- Apulia fink* 
tius and Popilius, no fooner entered upon their office* &****• 
than they wer$ obliged by the fenate, contrary to cuftora f 

* VideLiv. lib. ix. cap. 17, ip. & Aurcl. Vitt. dc Viris Uluftr, 
* L\v. lib. ix. cap* ao. Diod. Sic. lib. xx. 
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to nominate adi&ator to carry on the war. Perhaps the" 
people had but an indifferent opinion of their ability in 
military affairs. At leaft, it is certain, that they did not 
appear at the head of the army, but continued at Rome 
the whole time of their adminiftration. L. ^Emilius, who 
was appointed didator, and named L. Fulvius his ge- 
neral of the horfe, received the command of the legions 
from the preceding conful, and with thofe troops began 
the campaign, by laying fiege to Saticula, a city of Cam- 
pania, in alliance with the Samnites, who came with a 
The Sam- very numerous army to relieve the place. But the di&ator 
mitts de» defeated them in a pitched battle j after which they 
feated. abandoned their camp in the night, and left the Saticu- 
lans without any hopes of relief. However, the befieged 
made fuch a vigorous refiftance, that the di&atorfhip of 
^dEmilius expired before he could make himfelf mafter 
of the place *. The new confuls were, the famous Pa- 
pirius Curfor, and Publilius Philo, both chofen the fourth 
time. They had triumphed more than once over the 
Samnites, were men of diftinguifhed merit, and the 
greateft and moft experienced generals the Romans had. 
But, neverthelefs, they had the mortification to fee the 
conduit, of the war committed to another general, while 
they continued inglorious, and, in a manner, out of of- 
fice, at Rome. Such mortifications are often given to 
men of the greateft merit in popular governments. The 
people obliged the confuls of the preceding year to raife 
to the di&atorftiip Q^ Fabius Rulliarius, who had been 
formerly general of horfe to Papirius, and ever fince his 
implacable enemy. 
fabius The new diftator immediately fet out for Saticula, 

ABatQu where he received the command of the legions, not from 
the confuls, but from iEmilius the di&ator, whofe office 
was expiring. No fooner had the Roman army changed 
its general, than the Samnites, who, after their defeat, 
<* had laid fiege to Pliftia, a city in alliance with Rome, re- 

turned to Saticula, in order to try their ftrength with the 
new general. ^ Fabius, without being alarmed at the great 
* number of their troops, continued his attacks with the 

infantry, while his cavalry guarded thfrcamp under the 
command of Aulius Ceretanus, general of the horfe. 
The Samnites having one day advanced to the very gates 
of the camp, and there infulted the Roman cavalry, Au- 
liu6, without confulting the di&ator, fallied out with the 

* Liv. lib, ix. cap. n. 
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Roman knights. This was a breach of difcipline, like 
that which Fabius himfelf had been formerly guilty of. 
Aulius at firft repulfed the enemy, but the Samnite ge- 
neral rallied his troops, revived their courage, and led 
them back to the charge. Aulius, discovering him, ruflied 
on him, and laid him dead with one blow. The Sam- 
nites, not difheartened at the death of their general, 
thought of nothing but revenge. Aulius, having pene- 
trated too far into the enemy's fquadrons, could not re- 
tire. The Samnites, having fur rounded him on all (ides, 
called upon their general's brother, that he might have 
the glory of revenging his death. Accordingly, he dis- 
mounted Aulius, and, full of rage, ftabbed him as he 
lay on the ground. It was then thought a Gngular ho- 
nour to get pofleffion of the body of a general who had 
been flain in battle: the Samnites, therefore, exerted 
their utmoft efforts to carry off the. body of Aulius. The 
Roman knights alighted from their horfes to recover it, 
and fave Rome from reproach. The example of the Ro- 7-^ $ amm 
man. cavalry was followed by the Samnites; fo that a nitesde- 
battle was fought on foot, in which the Romans pre- /**'?<* 4f 
vailed, and carried back to trie camp the body of their J^^ % 
general u . 

■ After tfye lofs of the battle, the Samnites returned to Saticula 
the fi^ge of Pliftia, which they took by affauit. Fabius f * kiH h 
purfued that of Saticula, which at length capitulated, ******* 
From Saticula the di&ator marched to befiege Sora, a 
city in the country of the Volfci, which had declared for 
the Samnites, after having maflacred a Roman colony fet^ 
tied in their territory. The Samnites, after the reduftion 
of Pliftia, followed him ; a circumftance which Fabius no 
iboner underftood, than he returned, and came to an en- 
gagement with them, near the narrow pafs of Lentulse, 
not far from the Pomptin marines. • Night put an end to 
it, before either party could claim the vi&ory ; and both 
armies next day continued their march to Sora, the one 
to attack, the other to defend it. In the mean time, the 
diftator, having, chofen a new general of the horfe, or- 
dered him to go to Rome, to bring frefli levies from 
thence, and, concealing his march from the enemy, to 
yrait, in fome fecret place near Sora, the fignal for enter- 
ing upon affcion. The di&ator's orders were obeyed, and 
Fabius foon arrived with a ftrong reinforcement. The 
dictator, pretending fear, kept clofe in his intrenchments, 

u Liv. ibid. cap. is. 
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Tht Sam* in order to draw the enemy's army near his camp. At* 
mites de- cordingly, the Samnites marched up to the vexy rampart, 
feattd by when the Roman general, without informing his legions 
ftratagem. Q f ^ f uccours Rome had fent, hung out a red ftandard 
over his tent, which was the fignal for battle. By the 
fright the dictator had affe&ed to {hew, and his fudden 
resolution of giving battle, the foldiers thought them- 
felves in great danger, and imagined they had no remedy 
left but to make a furious fally on the enemy. The dic- 
tator confirmed them in this opinion, by obferving, that 
they muft either conquer or perifla ; that he had ordered 
fire to be fet to their baggage and tents ; but that they 
might foon make up the loft, by the plunder of the cities 
which had (haken off the Roman yoke, and joined the 
enemy. However, he gave private orders to burn thofe 
tents only which were next to the ramparts; and this 
was the fignal for the general of the horfe to put his 
troops in motion, and fall upon the enemy's rear. As 
every thing was executed with wonderful harmony, the 
enemy was, at the fame time, attacked in the front and 
the rear with fuch fury, that they were forced to give 
way, and leave the Romans not only matters of the field, 
but alfo of their camp, which was taken and plundered* 
After this action, the dictator led his troops ba^k to their 
own camp, where, to their great joy and furprize, they 
found that only a fmall number of their tents had been 
burnt w . 
Sera be- Fabius, having thus defeated the enemy, laid fiege to 

fiegtd 5 Sora, which was continued by his fucceflbrs in the com- 
mand of the army, M. Paetilius Libo and C, Sulpicius 
Longus, the new confuls. We know not what motives 
could induce the republic to dif appoint Fabius of a tri- 
umph, which he had well deferved, but did not obtain 
on his return to Rome. The two confuls encamped clofe 
to the walls of the befieged city, in order to keep the 
garrifon continually alarmed ; but the inhabitants, not in 
the leaft intimidated either by the nearnefs of the Ro- 
mans, the number of their troops, or the late defeat of 
the Samnites, defended themfelves with incredible bravery. 
While the confuls were under great perplexity, Jtot know- 
ing in what part to make their attack, the walls being 
every where well guarded, a deferter from the town came 
to the Roman camp, and offered to jnrt the place into 
their hands, with the help of ten chofen men only. The 

* Liv.ibid. c»p*ftj» 
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Consuls,- having examined and approved of bis fcfteme* 
removed, by his advice, their camp fome miles from the 
city; a motion which lulled the garrifon into a falfe fc- ' 
curity. Then the deferter, at the head of his ten men, W/4*«» 
Healing in the night-time into a part of the upper city, fyJfraHh 
-where the wall was unguarded, becaufe thought inaccef- * m * 
Cble, placed them in a narrow deep path, leading from 
the citadel to the lower town. This ftep being taken, he 
ran down into the lower town, crying, " To arms ! to 
arms ! the enemy are in pofleffion of the fortrefs." The 
inhabitants, feized with a panic, thought of nothing but 
faving their lives by flight. Men and women, leaving . 
their houfes, rufhed in confufion out at the gates, which 
the Romans, on their approach, finding open, entered 
the city without refiftance, and put all thofe to the fword 
whom they found in the ftreets. The confuls fent the 
authors of the revolt, and of the maflacrc of the Roman 
colony, to Rome, where they were all, to the number of 
two hundred and twenty-five, by an order from the fe* 
nate, fcourged and beheaded *. 

From Sora the confuls marched into the country of the 
Aufones; and, upon information that the people had 
formed a defign to revolt, fent detachments to furprife 
their three chief cities, Aufona, Minturriae, and Vefcia. Thru ti~ 
As the troops employed in this enterprise were out of fa'rfthe 
their commander's fight, they fet no bounds to their fury. fj^*f e j • 
The three cities were taken on the fame day, and at the on fjL t ' 
fame hour : the Roman foldiers, having entered them un» 
der various difguifes, deftroyed the inhabitants without 
diftinftion of fex or age> upon the bare fufpicion of a re* 
bellion. Luceria, which had revolted, and maffacred the Lttcsris 
colony which Rome had fent thither, was taken the fame rttaktsu 
year by aflault ; and both the inhabitants, and Samnites, 
who defended it, put to the fword. The fenate was at 
firft inclined to raze a city, which had fo often revolted \ 
but it was afterwards refolved, that a colony of two 
thoufand five hundred men fhould be fent thither from 
Rome, to fecure that important place, which kept all 
Apulia in awe r. 

The Campanians, notwithftanding thefe examples of 
feverity, prepared once more to (hake off the Roman yoke. 
Rome, therefore, thought fit to name a dictator to keep 
the inhabitants in fubje&ion by arms, and the fear of an 
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abfolute magistrate. C. Maenius was raifed to tjiat dig- 
nity the fecond time ; and. he chofe the fame general o£ 
the horfe, M. Foflius, whom he had named to that poft 
in his former di&atorihip. The di&ator entered Campa- 
nia, and encamped near Capua,, while the conful Sulpi- 
tius, at the head of another army, drew near Caudium, 
where the Samnites waited for the infurre&ion of the 
Campanians. The armies came foon to an engagement, 
in which the Samnites were entirely defeated* with the 
lofs of thirty thoufand men killed or taken* After this 
vi&ory the conful marched to Bovianum, one of the chief 
cities of Samnium ; and, having polled his troops round 
it in quarters of refrefliment, returned to Rome* which 
he entered in triumph *. 

For the enfuing year L. Papirius Curfor a fifth time, 
and. C. Junius Brutus a fecond time, were raifed to the 
coufulate. Neverthelefs a di&ator was nominated to carry 
on the war againft the Samnites* The perfon honoured 
yrith that dignity was C. Paetilius Libo, furnamed Vifo- 
lus, who, having chofen M. Paetilius Libo, one of the 
laft year's confuls, general of horfe, fet out for Bovianum, 
where the legions were cantoned ; but in a fhort time he 
quitted that pod to retake Fregeilae, which the enemy 
abandoned at his approach. After he had placed a ftrong 
garrifon in it, he led his army againft Nola, which he 
quickly reduced, together with the cities of Atina and. 
Calatia, both in the fame province a . The following 
year, when M. Valerius Maximus, and P> Decius Mus, 
were in, the confulate, the Romans,, being alarmed with 
the apprehenfions of a war with all Hetruria, appointed 
C. Sqlpitius Longus di&ator to conduft it. But the He* 
trurians continuing quiet within their own bounds, no 
hoftilities enfued on either fide, the didator being unwil- 
ling to ftir up new enemies againft the republic. 

The city was greatly difturbed by the innovations of 
Appius Claudius, at this time cenfor. He was a man ex- 
tremely pofitive ; had boldnefs enough to undertake any 
tiling, and ftea^inefs to maintain whatever he undertook* 
He was an able civilian, and looked upon as the oracle of 
Rome in difficult points of law j a lover of reformation, 
who took delight in overturning the moft ancient inftitu- 
tybns, an4 fetting up for a legiflator. This man, in his 
c^nforlhip, took, upon him to humble the pride of the fc-. 
nate. It belonged to the cenfors to draw up, and read, 
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afcetf eveiy* kiftfum, a lift of thofe citizens who had a 
right to fit and vote in the fenate. Hitherto none but pa- 
tricians, or the moft confiderable among the plebeians* 
had peen> admitted into it ; but Appius introduced the 
libemni» that is, the fons "of thofe who, having beeii 
flaves, had obtained their liberty. Having thus debafed 
the feaate, he attacked the priefthood, which was con- 
fined to the nobility alone b . The moft ancient prieft- 
hood in Ronie was that of the temple of Hercules, and 
of th^ altar which had been confecrated to him, under 
the nome of ara maxima, by Evander, in memory of his 
viftory over Cacus. This priefthood, when firft infti- 
tuted* had been conferred upon a reverend old man of 
the Aborigines, named Potitius, and had continued ever 
finee in his family*; b«t Appius prevailed upon the Po«- 
titii to refign this venerable priefthood to the flaves be- 
longing to the public, a moft contemptible race of men. 
By thefe means he gave the nobility a fatal blow, the 
priefthood being the only dignity which the plebeians at 
this time did not (hare with the patricians c . Thus Ap- 
pius brought a blemifh on the fenate and priefthood ; but 
made his country amends by the ufeful works he under- 
took with fuccefs ; for, by an aquedu£t feven miles long, 
he fupplied Rome with plenty of wholefome water ; and 
.made the famous road from Rome to Capua, which lafted 
entire above eight hundred years d . The remains of this 
wonderful work are (till the admiration of all the nations 
in Europe ( Q^). 

The 
* Liv« lib. ix. cap* 29. c Liv. ibid, cap* a?. * Id. ibid; 



. ( <U The aqueduct of Ap- 
pius began feven miles from 
Rome, and, after having run 
a great way under ground, dip- 
charged part of its waters be- 
tween the gates Capena and 
Trigemina, and conveyed the 
reft quite to the Campus Mar- 
tius. It was dug under-ground, 
and laid very deep, fays Pron- 
tinus (1), either becaufe the 
art of levelKng was not then 
brought to perfedtion ; or be- 
caufe the Roman territory was 
too much expofed to the in- 



curlion of her enemies, who 
might, have deftroyed the ftate- 
ly arches, and intercepted the 
water. This water was for 
many ages called aqua Appia, 
from the cenfor's name. The 
other work he undertook was 
equally ufeful to the republic. 
The road from Rome to Capua 
was almoft impaffable, efpg- 
cially for the Roman armies, 
which were often obliged to 
crofs the Pomprin marines, to 
make war in Samnium, and in 
the eaft of Italy; Ttie cen* 
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The Succeeding confuls, C. Junius Brutus a third tintc, 
and Q^iEmilius Barbula a fecond time, cancelled, witk 
the confent and approbation of the people, the lift of fe- 
nators which Appius had made, and reftored that body 
to its former luftre. This fame year the people recovered 
a privilege which the confuls and di&ators had ufurped. 
A law bad been formerly made, by which the people, 
a(Tembled in the comitia, were empowered to choofe 
fix legionary tribunes (R) out of the twenty-four in the 

confular 



for, therefore, levelled a way 
through rocks and hills, and 
built bridges over the ri- 
vulets and marines, for the 
convcniency of the troops, and 
of travellers. This road was 
called the Appian Way, and 
'alfb the Queen of Roads. Pro- 
copius. gives us the following 
defcription of it (2) : " This 
way was made, fays he, nine 
hundred years ago, by the or- 
der and direction or Appius 
Claudius, who was then cen- 
for. It reached from Rome to 
Capua, that is, about a hun- 
dred and forty-two miles. It 
was broad enough for two cha- 
riots to go abreaft, without in- 
commoding each other. The 
Hones which Appius employed 
in this great work were brought 
from a great diftance, and as 
hard as flints. Thefe great 
pieces of rock were fquared 
and fmoothed by the moft flril- 
ful workmen. The ftones 
were fo artfully joined toge- 
ther, without any cement, that 
they looked like one Angle 
Hone for feveral miles together. 
This vaft work continues en- 
tire to this day, without hav- 
ing received the leaft injury 
from carts and carriages." In 
the beginning of Auguftus's 
reign, it reached to Brundu- 



fium, that is, two hundred 
thirty-eight miles farther. But 
no hiftorian tells us who was 
the author or manager of this 
fecond work. Moft writers 
believe, that it was done by 
Julius Catfar; for Plutarch 
fays, that the Roman people 
committed the infpe&on of 
the Appian Way to him, and 
that he fpent great fums of 
money upon that work. The 
Appian Way is ftili in many 
places as entire as when it was 
firft made (3). It was paved 
with feveral beds of great 
ftones, and bounded on each 
fide with a deep ditch ? to re* 
ceive and carry off the water. 

(R) There were, generally 
fpeaking, fix legionary tri- 
bunes in each legion, which 
they commanded by turns; 
that is, firft, two of thefe tri- 
bunes commanded in chief at 
a time, and then were fucceed- 
ed by two others; and fo 
round. Varro tells us, that 
thefe officers were called tri- 
bunes from the beginning of 
the monarchy, becaufe a le- 
gion then confided of three 
thoufand men only, and had 
but three tribunes, there being 
as many legionary tribunes as 
thoufands of men in each le- 
gion. Polybius tells us, that, 



(a) Piocop. de Bell. Gothic, lib, i. 
Letters, Letter iv. 



(3) See Dr. Burnet's 
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fconfular armies, confifting of four legions. Each conful 
had two legions under his command, which made a con- 
fular army ; and each legion was commanded by fix tri- 
bunes. The generals had for fome time nominated all the 
legionary tribunes, without regard to the right of the 
people. L. Attilius, therefore, and C Marcius, two tri- New r§* 
bunes of the people, got a decree pafled in the comitia, gulatio** 
empowering the people not only to choofe fix tribunes, as 
formerly, but fixteen out of the twenty-four: but this 
law was not of long duration. Though the republic at 
thi$ time has no employment for a fleet, yet the people, 
at the motion of Decius Mus, one of their tribunes, ap- 
pointed two officers, flyled by the Latin hiftorians duum- 
viri navales, to fuperintend naval affairs e . 

In the mean time the two confute took the field, Bru- 
tus againft the Samnites, and iEmilius againft the H etru- 
rians. The latter found the enemy ready to lay fiege to 
Sutrium with a very numerous army, all the lucumonies, 
except that of Aretium, having furniihed their con- 
tingents of troops. The conful no fooner appeared than 
the Hetrurians, depending on their numbers, offered him 
battle, which iEmilius did not decline. Both Romans 
and Hetrurians behaved with extraordinary courage and 
refolution. The latter, being obftinately bent to conquer 
or die, fell in great numbers round their colours, with- 
out giving ground, or being put in diforder. The battle 
lafted till night, when both armies retired in good order 
to their refpe&ive camps. But as the Hetrurians had loft 
more men than the Romans, they thought fit to decamp 
in the night, and leave the conful matter of the field f (S). 
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of the twenty-four tribunes 
who were in each confular 
army, confifting of two legion?, 
fourteen were chofen out of 
the equites or knights, who 
had ferved five years, and the 
other ten out of fuch as had 
ferved in the foot full ten 
years. The former were call- 
ed tribuni juniores, and the 
latter tribuni feniores. But 
thefe qualifications were not 
rigorouily innfted on till the 
later ages, when the Roman 

(4) Fafti Capitol. 
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difoipline became more regu- 
lar. 

(S) Livy deprives £milius 
of the glory or a triumph for 
thisvi&ory, which he repre- 
fents as very inconfiderable ; 
but it is certain, from the Ca- 
pitoline marbles, that he en- 
tered Rome triumphantly on 
the ides of the month Sexti- 
lis (4 ) ; whence we are inclin- 
ed to think, that this victory 
was more complete than that 
writer makes iu - 
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IThe other conful took from -the "Saranjtes dlitvia and 
Boviarium. All thofe in the former^ who were able to 
bear arms, were put to the tfwprd \ the latter was given 
to be plundered by the foldicra, but the dives of the citi- 
zens were fpared. The Sarrmites had now so refuge but 
in artifice ; they endeavoured once .more to .entrap the 
P-omana, and with this view fpread a report in >the Ro- 
man camp,, that they had conveyed all their tprariiions and 
effe&s into the foreft of Avernus, between Cams douL 
Puteoli in Campania. The Roman troops, allured by 4he 
hopes pf booty, entered the foreft, where they were aH 
furrounded by the enemy's forces, who lay concealed 
among the bufhea. But the legions, rallying in an in- 
ftant, threw all their baggage into an heap; and, with- 
out waiting for the word of command, drew up in bat- 
talia ; then falling upon the enemy, obliged diem to feek 
an afyium in thofe, very woods which they intended to 
Jiave rendered fatal to the Romans. . As the Samnitea 
could not retire on account of tjie brambles, and thicknefe 
of the foreft* the Romans -left twenty thonfend of them 
dead upon the fpot *, For this vi£bory Junius Brutus en- 
joyed the honours of a j triumph, on the nones of the 
month Sextilis h . During tire adminiftration of the fol- 
lowing confuls, Q^Fabius a fecond time, and C. Mattius, 
the cenibr . Appius obftinatefy refufedto quit his office, 
though his eighteen months, the legal time for its dura- 
tion, were expired, prefuming on the favour of the peo- 
ple, who were greatly pleafed with his aquedu£t and new 
road; Neverfchelefe Sempronio6 tophus cited <him to ap- 
pear before the people for this infra&ion of the law. 
Seven of the tribunes were for committing him to pri- 
fon ; but the other three taking Win under their protec- 
tion, he carried his point, and retained the certforfliip 
alone (his colleague having refigned it in compliance with 
the law) more than three years longer. 

During thefe difturbances, the Hetrurians encamped 
In the neighbourhood of Sutrium. The conful Fabius, 
falling upon them, gave them a total overthrow, took 
thirty-eight ftandards, and made hipifelf mafter of their 
icamp and all their b^ggage.^ Thofc who efcjrped the 
daughter took refiige in the Cuninian fofeft. Fabius pro- 
pofed, in a /council of war* . to pUrfue the conquered even 
into the moft impenetrable parts of the wood 5 but not one 
officer was difpofed to march in queft of the Hetrurians, 
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^t tbe "hazard of finding the Caucjine Forks of Samnium in 
Hetruria. The Ciminian foreftwas, at that time, more 
impaffafele and dreadful than the Hercyniah foreft in 
Germany. Nobody, not even thfe merchants, had ever 
attempted to pafs through it. However, Fabius refolved wfopene- 
tjp enter it, thinking his vi&ory was not complete while tratesinf 
*he enemy could conceal themfelves in this foreft. He th . eCi '* t ' 
4iad %hen with him. a near rehtfon, Cxfo FAius, who, nt0M ^ re f' 
knowing perfe&ly well the Hetrurian language, as he had 
been educated at C«re, undertook to examine the foreft, 
and all fts avenues. He took only bne flave with him, 
-w%6 had learnt the; language of tfhe country, as welt as 
hhrifelf. They difguiftd- themfelves in the habit of fhep- 
bercte, hearing each a hatchet and two javeKns, after the 
manner of peafants$ but their chief fecurity againft a dif- . 
covery was, the general notion, that rrt> ftranger wouM 
% dare to enter that foreft. In this difgurfe they travelled 
as for as Cattierintrm in Umbria, where Fabius, difcover- 
ing himfelf t^ be a Rotfnan, treated with the magiftrates 
'rf tht place, 9n the name of the conful, and obtained a 
'|>Wm*ffev tftet if the Rofnan army (hotild advance to thofe . 
p&ffe, they would fupply it with a reinforcement of men, 
and pfoviGons for thirty days. Upon the report made by 
Fabius at his return^ the eonful refolved to enter the 
foteft, and carry the war into the very heart of Hetruria ; **d*P*** 
a defign which he executed with lingular addrefs. He o^^/T^ 
«orde*e3 -all his baggage to be removed trot of the camp in 
the evening, and the infantry to follow it to a place where 
be tleflgned to enter the foreft. He himfelf continued in 
-the entrenchments with \he cavalry, whith he led early in 
the morning to the fkirts of the wood, where the enemy 
bad placed fome centinels. Having by thefe means kept 
die enemy in fufpence, he returned, after fome flight 
(kirrnifties, to his camp ; but foon marched out of it again, 
by another gate, to join his infantry, which he came up 
with before night, and, together with them, entered the 
'ttarrow pafies on the oppofite fide to the enemy. 
• Next morning, by day-break, he reached the top of the 
hifF Ciminus, which gave name to the foreft. From thence 
be furveyed with pleafure the vaft and fruitful plains of * 
Hetruria. He was not a little pleafed with having broken 
through a barrier, which had been hitherto impenetrable 
to the Romans, and promifed himfelf much fpoil and 
* great conquefts. Frorh Mount Ciminus he fent a detach- 
ment of legionaries, who not only brought off an immenfe 
booty, but defeated a tumultuous army, which had * 
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pflembled to refcue it out of their hands. After this ex- 
pedition Fabius returned to his camp, where he found two 
tribunes of the people, fent thither to forbid him, in the 
name of the fenate and people, to venture upon fo dan- 
gerous an expedition. The tribunes, extremely pleaied 
to find that the prohibition was come too late, and that 
the fuccefs of the project had put an end to the public 
fears, returned to Rome with the joyful tidings, that a. 
way was opened into Hetruria *• 

The detachments which Fabius had fent out to plunder, 
having alarmed all Hetruria, and the people on the con- 
fines of that country, tbefc two nations took the field to- 
gether, and advanced to the camp before Sutrium, where 
they formed: in the plain, and offered the Romans battle* 
But Fabius, pretending fear, kept clofe within his en- 
trenchments. Having thus excited the enemy's preemp- 
tion, he drew up his men, about the fourth watch of the 
night, within the entrenchment of the camp, caufed the 
ramparts to be levelled, and the ditch to be filled 5 then 
marching put, furprifed the enemy while half afleep, and 
lying fcattered over the plain. Of the Hetrurians fixty 
thoufand men were (lain, or taken prifoners. Their 
Camp was feized and plundered, thofe who had the good 
. fortune to efcape flying to the wood. This overthrow was 
fo'great, that the three lucumonies of Cortona, Arctium, 
and Perufia, immediately fent deputies to Rome, to 
folicit a fufpenfion of arms, which they obtained for 
thirty years k , 

The conful Marcius was not attended with the fame 
fuccefs againft the Samnites ; for though at firft he gained 
(ome advantages over them, and took Allife, a confider- 
able place on the Vulturnus, with feveral other caftles and 
villages) he had the mortification to hear of the misfortune 
which befel the Roman fleet, the firft Rome had ever put 
to fea. It was commanded by P, Cornelius, who having 
made a defcent at Pompeia, beyond cape Palinurus, fuf- 
fered his troops to penetrate too far into the country, fo 
that the inhabitants had time to aflemble and cut off their 
retreat. The Romans were forced to relinquifli their 
booty \ many were flain, and thofe who efcaped were 
driven to their {hips. This advantage, with a report 
fpread among the Samnites, that Fabius had met with the 
Caudine Forks in the Ciminian foreft, revived their cou- 
rage to fuch a degree, that they gave Marcius battle, 
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'which is allowed by all hiftorians to have been a very 
bloody one, and to have coft both parties very dear. A 
great number of the knights, and feveral legionary tri- 
bunes, were killed; one of the lieutenant-generals was 
left dead upon the fpot, and the conful was dangeroufly 
wounded. In order, therefore, to prevent any fatal coi*- 
fequences from this misfortune, the republic judged it 
neceffary to choofe a di£tator ; and wiftied to have that 
important office conferred upon Papirius Curfor, whofe 
fate it was to be the refuge of his country. The difficulty 
was how to effeft his nomination. It was doubted whether 
the conful Marcius was alive 5 and, befides, the Samnites 
had flopped up all the avenues to his camp. It was much 
queftioned whether Fabius could be prevailed upon to 
raife his mortal enemy to. the di&atorfhip, and whether 
Papirius would accept .of that dignity from the hands of 
his old rival in glory. Under thefe difficulties the fenate 
paired a decree, commanding Fabius to* nominate Papi- 
rius to the di£tator(hip, and enjoining Papirius to accept 
it. This decree was fent by the fenate to Fabius's camp at 
Sutrium, with a deputation of their own body, confiding 
of fuch perfons as had all been confuls. When they read 
to him the decree of the fenate, he was ftruck with fur- 
prize and confufion ; but kept his temper, and retired to 
his tent without coming to any determination. At length, 
his love for his country getting the better of his private 
refentment, at midnight, according to . the fuperftitious 
cuftom, he declared Papirius di&ator ; who, having ap- Papirius 
pointed C. Junius Bubulcus to be matter of the horfe, 9£^ r 
marched with an army, which had been ftiddenly raifed ********* 
upon the alarm of Fabius's danger in paffing the Ciminian 
foreft, and arrived at Longula, on the frontiers of the 
Volfci, where. Marcius delivered to him the rroops under 
his command. Papirius offered the enemy battle ; but 
they declining it, both armies, continued fome days quiet 
in their camps, watching each other *• 

In the mean time Fabius, who was continued in the 
command of the army in Hetruria, with the title of pro- 
conful, carried the war into Umbria, at that time in alli- 
ance with the Hetrurians, and gained*^ complete vi&ory Fabius 
over the Umbrians. While Fabius was waging war in ^"^V 1 
Umbria, the Hetrurians affembled the moft numerous vj# ef l* 
army they had ever raifed, on the banks of a lake called over tAs 
Vadinionjus. All the foldiejs, who compofed it, had Umbrians. 

1 Wv. li\>. ix. cap. J*, 

made 



^59* ft* Roman Bi/krp. 

made* vow to conquer or die : at lesft this is fuppofied to 
fee tbe meaning of their Sacred /Law, by which they are 
laid to have bound themfelves. -But, whatever we uttder- 
ftand by it, it is certain, that the Hetrurians Shewed, by 
their obftiaacy in maintaining the fight, how nrufch power 
*heir facred law had over their minds. What helped to 
^promote unanimity, and create cm edition, among their 
*roops, was the kwve which was given to every private 
jnan to cbooft hiuifelf a companion to iight by hiua* fiat 
~3fobia& was not .afraid to engage an enemy who had even 
-made k a poin4 of religion not to jive way. Both armies 
were fb intent on trying each over's /ftrength, that, as 
dbon as they drew near, they avmed upon one another 
iiword in hand, without loftng titnd in throwing darts, as 
:was ufaai, by way of prelude to the battle*. The fuccefc 
.was long tkmbtfal, and this unteotaipty incfeeafcd die at- 
•jdow of both parties; The Romans .could fcurce believe, 
-that they were* contending with the fame people they tufl 
:fo often conquered. On the fide, of the Romans, their 
:firft line was out: in pieces, aftdthe&£oad?6pitff*d; fo 
-*bat tbe pmconful twos obliged to *brmg .his triaenm ;«he 
icharge, an expedient never ufed but in the ntmoft eittre- 
-mity. Norwals even this fufficient; it became nooeffary 
ior the Roman rasratry to difiaount, and fapport the foot. 
But when the Romam knights, who were quite frefl*, paff- 
ing over heaps of dead bodies, had placed themfelves in 
the front of the battle, they afiiulted the enemy with 
fiich fory, that the latter began to give wary. -Then the 
. legions, mattered and fatigued as they were, returned to 

Tfo *&***-, the- charge, aweupowered the. enemy, and obliged their 

»m S °h irm urw V to fl y m the utnioft diforder **<* confufidn. The 
fobiuj. Hetrurians loft the flower of their youth in tibia adion; 
their camp was taken and plundered, and their whole na- 
tion thrown into the utmoftiemfteroation m . 

The di&otor Papirius was noiefe fuceefsful againft tbe 
Samnites, whofe general, to raifc the courage of hw men, 
had given them finer arms than ufual. He divided his 
army into two bodies, one of which he clothed in fluff of 
various colours, «id furnifbed whh gilt bucklers; the 
other was armed with filveied bucklers, and clad' in while 
habits. That'this novelty might not furprife the Roman 
foldiers, their officers obferved, that true glory (Confifted 
in martial courage 4 that gold and £lver were of no nfe m 
kittle :b»Mo enrich the conquerors* and that thofe who, 

* Liv. lib. ix, cap. 3$, 40, Ron lib. i. 

3* 



Tht Roman tE/hty. Off 

ftt the beginning of an engagement were the pooreft, often 
proved the richeft as the end Of the conflict. • The officers 
imving thus raifed the courage of flaeir men -with the hopes 
x>F booty, Papirius formed his army in the plain, lie 
iiiiaifelf commanded the right -wing ; and his general of 
tiorfe, Junius Bubtflcus, the left, which faced the white 
^battalions. Bubukus, advancing with his legions, cried Papirius 
out, w I devote artl thefe white men to the black Pluto f gains a 
-and immediately forced them to give- ground: the di&ator * taw 9 
"obferving the advantage, exclaimed, *' What! wrrlyou, °s£mnius* 
*w4ionave a dictator at your head, fiifFer the chief glory 
*>f the aftfon to he gamed by another V* Thisfaid, he 
prbffed the foldiers to advance, and ecouraged them with 
iis example. At the fame time his two lieutenants, M. 
VaKerius.on the right, and P. Decius on the left* who had 
twth commanded armies in chief as confols, , putting 
■Aernfehes itthe head of the cavalry, each on his own fide, 
attached the enemy in flank with great fary. Then rire 
Samnites, feteed with terror, fled with a?l 'fpeed to their 
t&fnp* r The plain was covered with gilt and filvercd arm$, 
and dead bodies in white cloth', arid fluffs of various co- 
lows. The 'victory was fo complete, that the Samnites 
sfoandoned fteit- camp, which before night was taken and 
turrrt. Pajftrlus, having thus retrieved the glory of the * 

(Roman arms in Samnium, returned to Rome, where lie 
was decreed a triumph, which was adorned with the ridh 
arms he had taken from'the Samnites. About the 'feme 
time Fabius arrived from Hetruria, tmd triumphed alfo. 
Papirius, after 'his triumph, retired for the reft of his life 
from public bufinefs. The circuirfftances and time of 'hte 
death are unknown ; but all agree, thsrt in him Rome loft 
*>ne of the greateft generals fhe ever had tt . 

When Papirius's diftatorfhip was expired, QJFabhre flie 
third time, and Decius Mus Aefecond time, were raifefl 
to the consulate, Samnium fell by lot to the former 1 , and 
•Hetruria to the latter. Tabius took Nuceria, which had Materia 
fome time fince joined the Samnites ; whom he defeated taken from 
afterwards in a battle, but without gaining any great ad- th f Saf * m 
vantage over them. Decius was attended with fuch fuc- mUs * 
cefs in Hetruria, that the whole* nation defired an alliance 
with Rome : but as the way was now open for making the 
conqueft of this rich country, the conful granted them 
only a truce for one year ; and even that coft them dear: 
for Decius obliged them to pay his troops, and furnifli 

*Lfr. lit). Ix, cap. 39, 40. 'Fafti Capitol, 
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every foldier with two fuits of cloaths. While all * 
quiet in Hetfuria, the Umbrians, having armed all their 

?outh, formed a defign of marching dire&ly to Rome* 
?hisprojeft put both the confuls in motion. The pru- 
dent Decius, leaving Hetruria, by long marches en- 
camped in a place called the Pupinian field, lying in the 
way between Umbria aud Rome, and there quietly 
waited for the arrival of the enemy. But the bold and 
enterprifing Fabius no fooner received orders from the fe- 
nate to cover Latium, than he left Samnium* croffed Sa» 
binia, and, entering Umbria, encamped near a city called 
Mevania, on the banks of the Clitumnus. His fudden 
and unexpected appearance fo terrified them, that fome 
retired intQ ftrong fituations, and others fled to the woods. 
However, a considerable body of the moil refolute had 
courage enough to offer the conful battle, in which they 
behaved more like women than men. The Romans, ruin- 
ing upon them, beat them down with their bucklers, with- 
out making ufe of their f words. They even furrounded 
whole bodies of troops, and made them prifoners, without 
ftriking a blow ; for the words, i€ Lay down your arms," 
were no fooner heard in the ranks, than they all obeyed, and 
even delivered up to Fabius the authors of the war. So that 
little or no blood was fpilt , but the whole army were made 
prifoners, and the reft of the nation foon after fubmitted 
to Rome. After this exploit, Fabius h aliened back to Sam* 
nium, to oppofe the enterprizes of that warlike people *• 
When, the time came for ele&ing new confuls, Appius 
Claudius, who had kept the cenforihip five years in defi- 
ance to the laws, flood candidate for the confulate. He 
was no foldier, and it feemed very improper at that time 
to bellow the fafces upon any but great commanders. 
However, Appius, being fupported by the people, was pro- 
moted to the confulate theifirft time with L. Volumnius 
Flamma. As he was not qualified for the command of 
the army, the fenate obliged him to continue in the city, 
and left Fabius, in quality of prpeonful, at the head of the 
army which he had commanded the year before. Appius, 
upon what motives we know not, did all that lay in his 
power to prevent Fabius ftom having the fole command of 
the army, and advifed the fenate to appoint him a col- 
league. But his propofal was reje&ed ; and Fabius con- 
tinued without any aflbciate in the command of all the 
troops in Samnium, where he. made the campaign with 
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fjreat fuccefs. The Samnites had advanced as far as Al- 
ii fae, on the banks of the Vulturnus, and there the pro- a Fahws 
conful attacked them, and gained a complete vittory. gains a 
The conquered fled to their camp* which Fabius, as the complet* 
.day was already far advanced, did not attack, but kept f&vy 
it inverted all night. Early next morning, while he was &^#*/. 
preparing to force it, the Samnites thought fit to capitulate, 
and furrender upon articles ; the chief of which was, that 
all the natives of Samnium fhould have their lives fpared* 
•and be fent home ; but that they fhould march out of the 
camp with only one garment, and pafs under the yoke. 
As for the allies of the Samnites, the proconful made no 
terms with them $ to that they were all, to the number of 
feven thoufand, made (laves, and fold by au&ion. The 
Hernici were feparated from the reft, and fent to Rome 
.to be examined, whether they had jbined the Samnites 
as volunteers, or by a public order of their nation. The 
fenate, after having examined them, kept them as flaves, 
and diftributed them about in the villages and municipal 
towns near Rome K 

While Fabius was thus employed againft the Samnites, 
the conful Volumnius made war on the Salentine6 in the 
fartheft part of Italy ; with whom he fought fome fuccefs- 
ful battles, and enabled his fucceffors to make an entire 
conqueft of that fruitful country. In the mean time the 
confular year being expired, the fafces were transferred 
to QjjMarcius Trejnulus, and P. Cornelius Arvina, and 
at the fame time Appius was created praetor 5 a poft 
which, as he was an able civilian, and eloquent orator, 
well fuited his talents. Marcius marched againft the* 
Hernici, who had taken up arms, provoked at the fevere 
treatment which fome of their countryment, made pri- 
soners in the late battle with the Samnites, had met with 
at Rome. The Hernici, formerly fo formidable, were Vr. of FU 
now become a contemptible people ; for Marcius, in a 205s. 
few days, obliged them to furrender at difcifetion. The Ante ^ hr - 
conful, having ended this war, haftened to join his col- ^ £? • 
league, who wanted his afliftance, having fuffered him- * 

felf to be invefted by the Samnites in narrow pafles, where TheHtr- 
all his convoys were intercepted. The enemy, hearing of nicifub* 
his march, went to meet him, and jgave him tattle, while ****• 
his troops were fatigued with long marches, and in fome 
diforder. The batde began with the ufual fury of men 
under a neceffity of conquering or dying ; both the Sam* 

p Liv. lib. ix. cap. 4s. 
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nites and Romans fighting with incredible refolutiolU 
As the attack was made not far from thedSmp of Corne- 
lius, by the {bouts be heard, and the clouds of duft 
' which were raifed, he judged, that his colleague was en- 
gaged with the enemy. He therefore, immediately or- 
dered his troops to arms, marched out of his entrench- 
ments, and, falling upon the enemy in flank, made his 
way to their Camp, and fet % fire to it. At fight of the 
flames the Samnites were fo difcouraged, that they fled. 
The Romans purfued, cut them in pieces, till they were 
*fhe Sam- tired with (laughter, and then returned to their camp. In 
nites de- this a&ion the Samnites loft thirty thou&nd men. While 
jeattd. ^g Rojnan generals were congratulating- each other on 
their vidtory, advice was brought, that a frefh body of 
Samnites appeared near the field of battle. Thefe were 
new levies fent to recruit jhe army. They no fooner ap- 
. peared, than the viftorious legions, forgetting the fatigues 
they had already undergone, affembled before they had 
received the conful'S order, drew up in battalia, and di£» 
perfed them with great (laughter. The Samnites fent de- 
puties to the confuls, to. fue for peace. The confuls re- 
ferred the fuppliants to Rome, after having obliged the 
vanquifhed to fupply, by way of preliminary, the two ar- 
mies with three months provifions, to give them a year's 
pay, and furnifh each foldier with one habit *. 

The two confuls being in the field, when the time came 
for electing new magiftrates, P. Cornelius, furnamed 
Barbatus, was appointed dictator to prefide in the comitia. 
He chofe Decius Miis for his general of the horfe ; and 
the people ekfted Pofthumius Megillus and Tib. Minu- 
Tkefateof cius Augurinus for their next year's confuls. At the 
tki Hernia fame time the fenate determined the fate of the Hernici. 
+ttrmined. The cities of Alatrium, Ferentinum, and Verulum, which 
had continued faithful to the Romans, were allowed to 
chpofe, whether they would be governed by their own 
laws, or have the right of Ronian citizens ; and they pre- 
ferred the former part of the alternative. The inhabi- 
tants of the other cities were obliged to be governed by 
the laws of Rome, and declared Roman citizens, but 
without the right of fuffrage. They were forbid to hold 
any afifemblies, or to marry out of their own cities. This 
law the Romans ufed to impofe on conquered nations, to 
prevent a too ftrifl: union among them. At this time de- 
puties arrived from. Carthage, with a compliment and 
prefents : thefe the republic accepted, and made others 

* Liv. lib. ix. cap. 43. 
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ttkMetanfe 'Hie new confiits wore ordered into Sam- 
ni«m, each at the head? of a confular army, that is, of 
aa army confiding of two legions r . 

The Samnites, notwithftandiag their lofles, had enter- The-Sam*- 
ed Campania, and laid wade the fruitful country of Fa- nitessnter 
leraittflBu Marcius therefore encamped in the neighbour- c **#* iM ** 
hood of Bovianum;. and Fofthumius took his route to- 
ward* Tifecnum. The latter came to an engagement with 
the Samnifces, the fuccefs of which being equal, Pofthu~ 
rmus pretended to be worfted ; and, in. ocder to deceive 
the enemy* decamped in the night-time, and retired to. 
the mountains. The Samnites followed, and potted 
themfokeg within two miles of his camp* Fofthumius, 
having finUhed his entrenchments with the utmoft di£-. 
patchy and left a fufficient number of troops to defend 
them, marched out at midnight with the reft of his army, 
and joined bis colleague Minucius* who lay in fight of 
another body of Samnites. Minucius, being thus rein- 
forced^ marched with his two legions alone into the plain,. 
and offered the enemy battle ;. which they accepted, not 
knowing that the other conful was arrived. The vi&ory 
was difputed with great warmth on both fides. But when but are dt- 
the Samnites were much fatigued, Pofthumius and his fia^A 
troops falling upon them with freih vigour, they were 
forced to fave themfclves by flight. The Romans made a, 
dreadful daughter, and took ono-and-twenty enfigns. 
Alter this vi&ory theconfuls led their vidorious troops to' 
Fofthumius's camp, and from thence fallied out upon the 
body of Samnites, which was pofted there. This battle 
was. more bloody than the former ; the conful Minucius Tktcwfid 
was killed, and Statius Geilius, the Samnite general, *'#**• 
made prifoner. At length the Romans prevailed, and 
took twenty-fix enfigns from the enemy 3 . Upon the 
news qf Minucius's death, the people at Rome immedi- 
ately appointed Fulvius Curvus to fucceed him, who took 
Bowanum, and other cities, for which he triumphed on 
his return to Rome. Why Pofthumius, who feems to 
have deferred the fame honour, did not triumph with 
him, we know not (T). In the fucceeding confulate of 

r Liv. lib. ix. cap. 44* * Idem ibid. 

(T) The fafti Capitoiini do with Minucius, who was kill- 
not allow him this honour, ed in the battle (1), we have 
though I*ivy does ; hut 3* that followed the Fafti. 
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Sempronlus,Sophus and P. Sulpicius Saverrio, the Sara* 
nites, exhaufted with the war, fent deputies to Rome, to 
defire a renewal of their ancient confederacy with the re- 
public. The fenate granted them their requeft, after they 
had given proofs of their fincerity, by receiving the con- 
fular army tinder the command of Sempronius with re- 
fpe£t, and fupplied the troops with provisions. The con- 
fuls, being now difengaged from theSamnitic war, march- 
ed againft the .ALqui, who, feduced by the bad example 
of the Hernici, had declared againft Rome, and joined 
the Samnites. They were no more that formidable na- 
tion, which had often (truck terror into the Roman le- 
gions ; ina&ion had fo enervated them, that they had not 
courage to keep the field ; but flickered themfelves be- 
hind the walls of their cities, which the two confular ar- 
mies in veiled, over-running their country, and laying it 
wade. The conquerors made themfelves matters of for- 
ty-one towns in fifty days, mod of which they rafed or 
burnt, and thereby almoft exterminated the whole nation 
of the Mqui. Thefe rapid conquefts fpread fuch terror 
among the neighbouring nations, that the Marfi, Pelig- 
ni, Frentani, and Marrucini, demanded an alliance with 
Rome, which they eafily obtained. By this memorable 
expedition the confuls merited and obtained the honours 
of a triumph *. 

Q^ Fabius, being this year cenfor with P. Decius Mus, 
reformed an abufe introduced by Appius, who had di£» 
perfed great numbers of freedmen, and the meaneft of 
the people, among the country tribes : by thefe means 
acquiring a great influence in all ele£Uons, thofe men 
being entirely devoted to him. Fabius re-incorporated 
into the four city tribes the people Appius had taken 
from thence ; fo that they could influence no more than 
four tribes. This reformation wa3 fo agreeable to the 
republic, that the Romans gave Fabius, for this fingle 
aS, the furname of Maximus, a title which he had not 
acquired by fubduing the Hetrurians, the Samnites, and 
the Umbrians u . This furname was ever after preferred 
in his branch of the Fabian family. The next year, 
when Cornelius Lentulus and L. Genucius were confuls, 
was employed in fending colonies to the conquered ci- 
ties *. In the fucceeding confulate of Livius Denter and 
/Emilius Paulus, the art of painting was introduced at 
Rome by C. Fabius, afterwards conful, who painted the 
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W<e& of a new temple, dedicated to the goddefe of Healthy 
ax*d fhefice got the furname of Pi&or, or *A# Painter. 
In the following year, the republic had no confuls, hut 
was governed by two dilators, Q^. Fabius and Valerius 
Corvus* The former marched againft the Marfi, who The Marfi 
J*44x<voltefl* and, by one fuogeiJsful aftion^ brought them "jf^f* 
back to their .duty. The latter was created didator to ^etruriam 
ooaduft a war againft -the Hetrurians, whom he defeated defeated* 
in a pitched battle, though fluihed with the advantage 
gained %fsw days before over Sempronius Sophus, his 
general of the harfe, who had fallen into an ambufh, and 
Jo ft a great number .of men, and fome ftandards. The 
Hetrurians, humbled by. this orerthrow, fued for peace^ 
but could , obtain only a truce for two years* Valerius* 
on his return,, entered Rome in triumph a fourth time, 
on the tenth of the calends of December x . 

At th<? next election, Valerius Corvus was promoted a Yr. of Mk 
fifth iiiae to. the confulafce, md Q. Apulius Panfa ap- * 6 5 g - 
pointed to be his colleague- .During their adminiftra* ** Chr# 
tion, all being quiet abroad, two tribunes of the people, u. C.45&. 
of die fame family, and probably brothers* endeavoured » 

to inflame the people againft the nobility* The one was A law to 
named Quintue Ogulnius, and the other Cwius Ogul- qualify pie* 
nius. -Thefe two complained, that all the pontifices and j^^/tfl 
augurs were created out of the patricians} and urged, ,*//**</ 
that the plebeians might alfo partake of thofe offices, augurate* 
The nobility were offended with this propofal, which 
tended to deprive them of the only diftinftion between 
them and the plebeians ; but made no great oppofition to 
this new encroachment, knowing that their attempts to 
exclude them from thefe dignities would prove fruit- 
lefs, the people having fucceeded in all their ftruggles 
with the nobility. The famous Appius Claudius, though 
devoted to the plebeian party, became, on this occafion, 
out erf pure caprice, a raoft zealous defender of the nobi* 
lity. He had debated the fenate, by introducing the fons 
of freedmen into it ; and profaned the priefthood, by 
lodging it in the hands of the public flaves. He now ex* 
erted all his eloquence in favour of the nobility ; while 
P. Decius .Mis, a plebeian, who had been twice conful, 
once didator, and once cenfor, fpoke in behalf of th$ 
people, with all the weight and dignity which his em* 
ployments, his credit, and the reputation .of his virtue, 
gave him. The debate was maintained in the aflembly 

* Liv# lib. x. cap. 4, y s 
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of the curias ; but the tribes being afterwards fummoned, 
the affair was almoftunanimoufly determined in favaur 
of the plebeians, and a decree paffed for choofing four 
new pontifices, and live new augurs, out of the plebeians; 
fo that the college of the pontifices was made to confift 
of eight perfons, and that of the augurs of nine. Decius 
Mus was chofen one of the new pontifices ?• 

The Ogulnian law was the work of the two -tribunes ; 
but the conful Valerius undertook to revive another law, 
made by Valerius Popiicola, and afterwards revived by 
another of his anceftore. By this law it was ena&ed, 
that, in capital caufes, the accufed (hould have a right of 
appealing to the tribunal of the people. The patricians 
had, by their intereft, rendered this law ineffectual, and. 
often prevented the execution of it ; fo that it was be- 
come obfolete* Valerius, therefore, now reftored it, and 
-drew it up in more dift!n& terms than before : but the 
only puniihment denounced againft the tranfgreflbrs of it, 
"was, that they {hould be deemed guilty of a dHhoneft 
*£tion x 5 a flight punHhment, indeed, for a more cor- 
rupt age, but fufficient at this time to reftrain the Ro- 
mans, who piqued themfelves on their virtue, and were 
never chofen for great employments, unlefs they had pre- 
ferved their reputation pure and untainted. 

The confuls chofen for the new year were M. Fulvios 
Paetinus and T. Manlius Torquatus. The former marched 
into Umbria, to carry on the fiege of Nequinum, which 
Apuleius, one of the former confuls, had begun. This 
city was one of the ftrongeft in Italy. It was built upon 
the edge of a fteep rock, and furrounded in great part by 
the river Nar. But the treachery of two Nequinians fa- 
cilitated the redu&ion of a place, which was deemed im- 
pregnable. Thefe traitors, from their houfes, which were 
near the ramparts, dug a paflage under-ground, quite to 
the advanced guard of the Romans, on the fide of the 
town where there were no rocks. The conful, before 
whom they appeared quite uriexpe&ed, detained one of 
them as a hoftage, and fent the other back to the city, 
through the fubterraneous paflage, with two Roman fol- 
diers. Thefe, upon their return, made fuch a report, as 
encreafed the confidence of the conful, who ordered three 
hundred chofen men to follow them, and enlarge the way 
under-ground. , This fervice they performed accordingly; 
and having entered the city in the night, feized one of 
the gates, and let in the reft of the army. The conful 
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living by thefe . means made hynfelf mafter of the city 
without linking a blow (for thfc Nequinianfc immediately 
threw down their arrris), obliged the inhabitants to re-» 
ceive a Roman colony which might keep the reft of 
XJmbria in awe. This Wad the only punifhment he in* 
filled upon them. The colony changed the infamous 
xiarne of Nequinum, derited from nequitia % roguery^ into 
that of Narnma, from the river Nar. For this exploit 
Fulvius was honoured with a triumph, which he obtained 
*>n the feventh of the calends of Odlober^ 

In the fame confulate, the Hetrurilns broke their truce 
with Rome ; but while they were preparing to cater the 
Jioman territories, they were obliged, by an irruption of 
the Gauls, to fnfpend the execution of their deiign. How- Negocia* 
fever, their ahimofity againft the republic was fo great, tiorubt. 
that they chdfe rather to gain over thefe new e[neraies by J^w* ^. 
money, than to repel them by force. Accordingly, they ^f^J" 
£aid them large fums, on condition that they fhould not Q#ufa : ' 
bnly 'forbear pillaging Hetriiria, but join tnem agamft 
Rome. The Gauls . accepted the offers and left Hetruria 
in tranquility; but when they were urged to begin their 
inarch towards Rome, they excufed themfelves, unlefs 
the Hetrurians would fecure them a retreat in their coun- 
try, by affigtiing them lands to fettle. This demand the 
Hetrurians abfolutcly refufed. The Romans, being in- 
formed of thefe negotiations betwfeen the Hetrurians and 
Gauls, ordered the conful . Manlius to march into Hetru- 
ria, to punifli the inhabitants for their breach Of faith. 
But Manlius being killed by a fall from his horfe, the cen- 
turies met to appoint a fucceflbr \ and all to a man gave 
their fuffrages in favour of Valerius Corvus, who was 
now the fixth time rafted to the confulate. The Hetru- 
rians no fooner underftood that the formidable Valerius 
Was marching againft them, than they quitted the field, 
and retired within the walls of their cities. The brave Vaterlm 
conful over-ran the whote country* committing every Cerimt 
where great devaluations, in order to draw the* enemy *vir-runt 
into the field -, but they, rhofe Concerned for their lives Hitruri *- 
than their eftates, kept cjofe within their walls. This 
was a kind of vi&ory, which brought gr£at glory to Va« 
lerius, and was the laft of his exploits (U). Toward* 

. * Liv. lib. x. cap. io, Plor* Epit, 89. Fronting Strat. lib. xi. 
Faft. Capit. 

' (IT) On his return to ttoftie, duiiity of a private life, after 
he retired to enjoy the tract- w many labours, and fo plea* 
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Towards the clofe of this year the republic, whether by 
the death of Valerius, or fome other accident, is un- 
known* fell into an interregnum. When the comitia 
were aflembled to ele& new magiftrates, Appius attempt- 
ed to pre vent, any plebeian from being chofen to the con- 
filiate. But Curius Dentatus, one of the tributes, with- 
ftood.the eloquence and authority of Appius, and obliged 
fheJcnate to confirm the cuftom of choofing one of the 
confuls out of the plebeians ; fo that L. Cornelius Scipio, 
and Cn, Eulviu^ Centumalus, a plebeian, were raifed to 
that dignity* During their adminiftration, the republic 
was engaged. in a war with the two. mod formidable na- 
tions in her. neighboyrheod,- t6fe Hetrurians, who had 
broken thejtruee* and the Samnites, who, notwithftand- 
tfXifti(ru- theirtrcaAy of ^lliance^Had' openly declared war. Scipio 
riaus'ahd* marched agrioft the Hetrurians, who met and "engaged 
*"J^^ him in, the pWns of Volaterrae. The battle lafted afl day, 
w*n and * tn *ghfi ; the victory wa«s doubtful. But an unacconnt- 

ahle terror feifcing the enemy, they retired, in imalf com- 
panies, to their refpe&ive lucuraonies. The' conful thea 
plundered and laid wafte the whole country b {W.). A 
report beifrg fpread, before the comitia afiembled for eleS- 
jng new confatej that the, Hetfwnans and Samnites. were 

: I * Liv. lib; x. cap. is. 

tifuia haryefl of glory (i). dpced in her moft glorious and 
In what year he ended his days, virtuous age ( 1 ) . 
is not knWn ;. but it is cer- (W) The Fafti Gapitofini 
tain that he lived above a hun- afcribe the defeat of the He- 
dred years.' He was twenty- ' trurians to Fulvius the plebeian 
one times promoted to offices conful ; and add, that having 
that intitled him to lit in the finished his expedition againft 
curule chair,- which can • be die Hetrurians, he hafteiMsd 
ik\ < .\ faid of no Roman but himfeif* . into Samnium, and there ob- 
*>*.• When the republic feemedtp gained a complete vi&oiyover 
3 forget him, he took advantage .thofe ancient enemies of his 
'* <pf, thofe intervals of reft to republic, while his colleague, 
improve his paternal eftate, Scipio, continued iriafiive at 
.and .manure his lands. He Rome. On his return fc tri- 
was great in peace, and greater umph was decreed him for bav- 
in war 4 and may be faid to ing conquered the Samnites 
have appeared eminent among and Hetrurians. He triumph- 
thole heroes, whom Rome pro- ed on the ides of November(3). 

r {i) Mi. Kb, x, cap. 11. (*) Plin. lib. vii. cap. 4s? Val. 

M^k. Jjtv jiiu <cap. it. Cic. in Cat, Major. Plut, tn Mdrip. 
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making preparations to repair their lofles, the Romans 
chofe confuls of valour and experience, to difappoint the 
defignsof the two nations- The centuries caft their eyes 
upon Fabius ; but he declined the honour ; and would not 
accept of it till he was forced by the people and their tri- 
bunes. He then propofcd to them Decius Mus for his 
colleague, who was, at his requeft, unanimoufly cfaofen. 

While the two new confuls were preparing to take the M* totm* 
field, the Hetrurians came to a refolution to a(k a peace. ™* ns f** 
In confequence of their fubmiffion both the confuls march- '"■ *'* f# v 
ed into Samnium, Fabius by this territory of Sora, and 
Decius through the country of the Sidicini. Fabius was 
informed on his march, that the Samnites lay in ambufh 
on the banks of the Tifernus, and waited for his coming 
into a deep valley, with a defign to attack him from the 
hills. This advice 'did not induce the brave Fabius to 
change his route : he chofe to fur^rife and attack the 
enemy in their ambufcade. Accordingly, having lodged 
the baggage in a fafe place, he marched with his troops 
towards the e»efriv 5 who, finding their projeft difcovered, 
left their ajnbuth, and formed in the plain. Their onfet 
wa§ terrible $ they had affembled all the forces of their 
country, and, looking upon this battle as the decifive 
ftroke, exerted their utmoft efforts. The brave refiftance 
of the enemy gave Fabius no fmall uneafinefs. He there- 
fore commanded the cavalry to rufh full fpeed on their 
battalions. But this charge proved ineffe&ual ; the Sam- 
nite infantry keeping their pofts, without lofirig ground. 
Fabius, finding he could not by force break thofe impe- 
netrable battalions, had recourfe to ftratagem : he ordered Fabius 
Scipio, one of his lieutenants, to march with the haftati gams* 
filently round the top of a neighbouring hill, and from w ^*^r 
thence to fall on the enemy's rear. The conful's orders ^^ is 
were executed with fuch addrefs, that neither the Sam- 
nites nor Romans perceived this motion. In the mean 
time the former, elated with having repulfed the Roman 
cavalry, refumed new courage, and obliged the firft line 
of the confular army to give way, and retire through the 
fpaces of the fecond line. Then the principes, who 
formed that line, engaged in their turn ; and, as they 
were quite frefli, put a ftop to the impetuofity of the Sam- 
nites. But they were obliged, in the end, to give way. 

When the Samnites thought themfelves fecure of the 

victory, they difcovered, at a diftance, the ehfigns of a 

*body~of troops, which advanced in good order to the field 

of battle. This was the fctachment commanded by Sci- 
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pjo, coming down the hill to attack the enemy's xtxt. 
The conful, on feeing it, cried out, €t What unexpe£bed 
good fortune ! I fee my colleague, Declus, haftening to 
our afliftance." The general's words, patting from legion 
to legion, were foon difrufed through the whole army, 
and heard by the enemy's battalions. The Romans were 
animated with frefh courage; but the Samnites, tired 
with fighting, and afraid to engage another confular 
army, were fo difcouraged, that, without waiting for their 
general's orders, they difperfed, and fled in confufion, 
leaving only three thoufand four hundred men dead upon 
the plain ; a very inconfiderable lofs. The Romans took 
twenty-three ftandards. On the other hand, Decius 
gained a confiderable vi&ory over the Apulians, as 
lamnium they were marching to join the Samnites. After thefe 
fodwaflt* achievements, the two confular armies entering Sam- 
nium, laid the whole country wafte. Decius changed 
his fttuatjon forty times, and Fabius occupied eighty-fix 
different camps. By thefe means the fields were every- 
where laid wafte, and the country, which had been in a 
flourifhing condition, during a Jong interval of peace, 
was utterly ruined. Fabius took alfo the city of Cimetra, 
and razed it. Two thoufand four hundred prifoners were 
taken in thefe expeditions, and all the inhabitants, who 
were found in arms, put to the fword c . . 

The campaign being ended, Fabius was recalled to pre- 
fide in the comitia for the ele&ion of new confuls. Upon 
his arrival he found, that Appius had once more formed 
a fcheme to exclude the plebeians, and confine the con- 
fulate to the patricians.. With this view, having fecured 
his own ele&iop, he engaged the centuries to continue 
Fabius in his office for the enfuing year. As the Romans, 
efpecially the patricians, had a great efteem and venera- 
tion for that able commander, the firft centuries, conGft- 
jng chiefly of the nobility, unanimoufly voted in his fa* 
vour. Fabius, however, oppofed his own ele&ion, pro- 
tefting that he would never give the republic fo pernicious 
a precedent,' as to fuffer himfelf to be elefted in the co- 
mitia where he prefided The whole body of the patri- 
cians furrounded his tribunal, conjuring him to reftore 
the confulate to its ancient luftre. Fabius could not, by 
any means., \>e prevailed upon to fall into Appius's 
fcheme ; fo that Volumnius Flamma, a plebeian, was 
jpjued with Appius in the confulate. However, Fabiip 

* LiVf lib. x. cap. ij, 14. 
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and his colleague Decius were continued, with the title 
of proconfuls, in the, command of the armies in Sam- 
nium for fix months longer ; which Fabius fpent in keep- 
ing In awe the Xucanians* who had revolted, and pre- 
venting them from joining the Samnites. Decius, after 
having laid wafte all Samnium, purfued the fmall army ' 
of that unhappy people from place to place, and fo ha- 
rafled them, that they were obliged to difband, and re- 
tire into the neighbouring countries. Then Decius, hav- Sfytraf 
ing no enemy in the field to contend with, laid fiege to c J UiJ '? ke * 
their cities, and made himfelf matter of Murgantia, Ro- somites. 
mulea, and Ferentinum, three important cities : in the 
frrft he made two thoufand one hundred and ten prifo- 
ners ; in the fecond he put two thoufand three hundred 
pf the inhabitants to the fword, and took fix thoufand j 
in the third about three thoufand men, who defended the 
place, and made a defperate refiftance, were killed upon 
the ramparts. Thus Samnium was reduced to the laft 
extremity; and, to complete thp deftju&ion * of this 
country, thenew conful VolumnJus dnterpd it with sm- 
other army pf two legipns, aqid fifteen hundred auxi- 
liaries*. 

The Samnites, being thq$ driven out of their own 
country, took refuge in Hetruria ; where, in a diet held 
at their jrequeft, they prevailed upon the fever al lucumo* 
nies to join in a war againfl Rome, and offered to ferve 
under them at their own expence. The Hetrurians, lopk- 
ing upon this reinforcement as fent them from heaven, 
raifed a formidable army, and even engaged, with funis 
of money, fopie troops of Gauls to join them. The Ro- 
man fenate, being informed of thefe motions, difpatched 
Appius, to whom Hetruria had fallen by lot, to oppofe 
fo powerful an enerny with an army confiding "of two le- 
gions, and twelve thoufand auxiliaries. Appius ported 
himfelf within reach of the enemy. But, as he neither Appius ri+ 
Jcnew when to engage, nor to choofe his ground, he wap *fe«<* to 
Wprfted in every a&ion in which he ventured tp engage. &*"* . 
Thefe fnjall advantages increafed the enemy's confidence* TfrJriS* 
and gave trjeip hopes of vi&ory in a general a&ion. In 
(hort, the foldiers diftrufted their general, and the gene- 
ral had no confidence in his foldiers. In this extremity, 
Appius e is faid to have written to his colleague, begging 
him to leave Samnium, and haften to his affiftance. Vo- 

« Liv. lib. x. cap. 15, ?$. • Tret Annalcs citati a 
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lumnius immediately joined him, to the inexpreflible j6f 
Strange of the troops of Appius. * But Appius himfelf, pretend* 
bihmw&r j ng t0 b e furprifed, afked his cblleague fterniy, what had 
V M 1 *** brought him from Samnium ; difowned his letter ; and 
told him, that he had a&ed a dilhonourable part in quit- 
ting his own province, in order to gain credit bv giving 
* afliftance to others, who did not want it. Voiumnius, 

thus reproached, would have returned immediately to 
Samnium ; but the officers of both armies prevailed upoii 
him'to (lay in Hetruria, where the common caufe CaBed 
for his affiftance, and to defpife the reproaches and unac- 
countable behaviour of Appius, 
TJii two At the requeft of the officers the two confuls after* 

confuls wards had an interview in that part of the camp, where 
fHarreL the generals ufed to harangue their foldiers j and there, in 
the prefence of the army, made their complaints of eacft 
other. Voiumnius, though no orator, fpoke on this oc* 
cafion with great eloquence ; for he had the better canfe. 
Appius, who had been his colleague in the confulfhip ten 
years before, could not forbear rallying him : f * Won* 
derful, indeed! (faidhe); 'I have made a dumb man 
fpeak. Voiumnius, in our firft confulate, fcarce opened 
Jiis mouth for fome months. He had then no tongue 5 
tut now is become eloquent, a perfefr. matter of oratory. 
What a miraculous" change. have I wrought in him !* 
u Since you have taught me to fptak 9 (replied Volum-i 
nius), I wife I could, in return for your kindnefs, teach 
you to fight. In our prefent fituation, it is of fmall inr* 
portance to be able to talk well. If you are inclined to 
. Know which of us underftands beft the condufl: of an 
army, we have wars to carry on in two places, Samnium 
and Hetruria : make your choice ; it is indifferent to me 
in which province I command." At thefe words the fol-» 
diers cried out with one voice, that both conftfls fhould 
carry on the war in Hetruria. Voiumnius anfwered, that 
he was willing to (lay j but defired the troops to fignify 
to him their inclinations by a general fhout. Inftantly 
• *the army made fuch acclamations, as were heard in the 
.enemy's camp, who, taking the alarm, formed in order 
of battle. Voiumnius immediately marched out with his 
'troops to engage them. But Appius was for fome time in 
^fufpenfe, whether he fhould join in the battle $ and no-. 
tjiing determined him but the fear of being deferted by 
,his troops, who (hewed a ftiong inclination to follow Vo* 
lymjiiys, in defiance of their general's orders, 
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It fell to Volumnius to engage the Hrtftftisms, and to 
liis colleague to oppofe the Samnitei, who, full <jf rage, 
advanced againft him. Emulation for glory, and the 
fhame of being obfcured by a rival, roufed Appius to fuch 
a degree, that he behaved with more courage than oould 
have been expeded. He gave his orders like an able com- 
mander, fought with intrepidity, infpired his men with 
ardor, and equalled his colleague in bravery and condud* 
The united Samnites and Hetrurians, being unable to 
withftand two confular armies, were entirely defeated, 
and their camp taken and plundered. The enemy left 
feven thoufand three hundred men dead upon the field of 
battle, and two thoufand of them were taken prifoners. 
It mud be owned, that if Appius infpired Volumnius 
with eloquence, Volumnius infpired him with courage. 
After this vi&ory, which ended the mifunderftanding be*, 
tween the two, Volumnius returned into his own pro* 
vince,' to oppofe the Samnites, who, notwithftanding 
their late lofles, had raifed a new army, and were a£ku- 
alry ravaging Campania. Volumnius furprifed them near 
the Vulturnus, flew fix thoufand, and recovered all the 
fpdH they had taken f . ■ " 

The republic being alarmed, by accounts from Appius, 
rf the preparations for war which the Hetrurians, and 
their allies the Umbrians, Gauls, and Sarmrites were mak- 
ing, turned their eyes again upon Fahius ; and, in &he 
cornitia, which were held foon after, raifed him the fifth 
time to the confulate. The colleague they defigned to 
•give him was Volumnius, who prefided in the comitia; 
but Fabius refufing to accept the tfffice, unlefs he had 
again Decius for his colleague, Volumnius, though die 
firft tribes had already voted for him, approved of Fa- 
Irius's requeft ; and, making an eulogium upon Decius, 
■exhorted the tribes to choofe him ; an advice which they 
"followed accordingly, beftowing that honour upon him 
the fourth time, Appius, who was then in Hetruria, 
was appointed praetor ; and Volumnius continued in the 
command of the army in Samnium, with 1 the title of pro- 
conful. It was cuftomary for the new ^confuls to draw 
Jots for their refpe&ive provinces ; but it was natural to 
ifuppofe, that Decius would compliment Fabius with the 
Command in Hetruria, where the ftrefs of the war lay, 
"induced by gratitude, as well as by the age and fuperior 
«nerit of his colleague: but the patricians making it -a 
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point of honour not to permit any other than Fabius to 
have the conduft of the Hetrurian war, the plebeians 
would not confent, unlefs it fell to him by lot, fearing 
the patrician conful fhould, for the future, claim a right 
of choofing his province. The pacific Decius was com- 
pelled, contrary to his temper and inclination, to fwim 
with the current of his party, and infift on its being de- 
termined, whether he or Fabius fhould command in He- 
truria. The affair was firft brought before the fenate, 
where it was determined in favour of Fabius. Then 
* Decius appealed to. the people ; and the comitia being at 
fembled, the two competitors pleaded each his own caufe 
more like foldiers than orators. When they had both 
done fpeaking, the people began to vote ; then Fabius, 
rifing up again, defired them, in a few words, to hear 
Appius's letters read, before they decided on the prefent 
difpute. Appius, in the letters he had lately written 
from Hetruria, had painted the danger with which the 
republic was threatened in very lively colours, and given 
a very particular account of the four armies which were 
to fall upon Rome *• 
Fnh'msftnt • ^he bare relation of the danger detennfaed the people 
agamfi to have recourfe to the fureft remedy ; and Fabius was 
inftantly appointed to command the army in Hetruria, 
Andnow all the Roman youth were eager to ferve under 
io great a commander ; but he would carry with him no 
larger a reinforcement than four thoufand foot, and fix 
hundred horfe. At the head of this fmall bpdy he 
marched towards the camp, which the timid Appius was 
(lengthening with new fortifications. As he drew near, 
he met a detachment f$nt to cut wood in a neighbouring 
foreft. " Whither arc you going, fellow-foldiers i" faid 
Fabius. The foldiers anfwered, <c to cut wood to fortify 
our camp." ** What ! (replied the general) j is it not 
already fortified ?" " We are already furrounded (re- 
turned the foldiers), with a double ditch, antf a double 
rampart j and yet we are (till afraid." u Since that is the 
cafe (faid Fabius), returfc to the camp, and level the firft 
rampart." The detachment immediately returned, and 
put their new general'* orders in execution ; a ftep which 
greatly alarmed Appius : but Fabius arrived the fame 
day, to the inexpreflible joy of the aimy. Next day Ap- 
pius fet out for Rome, to take upon him the praetorfhip. 
Fabius, inftead of confining his foldiers within line% 
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vhich, he faid, betrayed fear, kept them in conftant mo- 
tion, by frequent marches and counter-marches $ but' 
before he entered upon a£tion, he returned to Rome, for 
what reafon is uncertain. Upon his arrival, the fenate, 
alarmed at the dreadful representation which Appius had 
made of the enemy's forces, judged it neceffary to 
ftrengthen him by a fecond army. Fabius, when this 
was firft propofea to him, told the fenators, that he 
fliould acquiefce iu what they thought proper, on account 
of the fears of others, not his own ; but defired, that, if 
another general was to be joined with him, Decius might Defirgsthai 
be the perfon, fhewing thereby, that his late conteft with DtcUu may 
him had not leffened the efteem he had for fo great a *'/«*^ 

man *. ^unmmm 

The fenat^ and people readily granted his requeft. 
The confuls, before they left Rome, made the following 
regulations : they fent the proconful, Volumnius, with 
two legions, into Samnium, and, in order to cover the 
city on the fide of Hetruria, dire&ed two camps to be 
pitched, one near Rome, on the hill Vaticanus, and the 
other on the banks of the Tiber, in the country of the fh tnv§ 
Falifci. After thefe regulations, the confuls fet out for C °*M fe* 
the camp in Hetruria. Upon the road they were inform- jjji^u 
ed, that a legion, which Fabius had left under the com- 
mand of Scipio, had been cut off by the Gauls, called 
Senones. Without being difcouraged by this accident, 
they continued their march : as their army confided of 
four legions, a good number of Roman knights, a thou- 
sand Campanian horfe, and a body of auxiliaries, more 
numerous than all the Roman forces, they divided it into 
two parts, and encamped feparately, but within reach of 
each other, in the plain of Sentinum, about four miles 
from the enemy. We are told, that the forces of the ' 

Gauls and Samnites, who encamped together, amounted 
to one hundred and forty-three thoufand three hundred 
and thirty foot, and forty-fix thoufand horfe. What the 
number was of Hetrurians and Umbrians, who jointly 
made another camp, we find no where recorded. As 
thefe confederates were feparated in their camps, they 
agreed, that the Gauls and Samnites ihould engage the 
Romans, while the Hetrurians and Umbrians attacked 
their two camps in the heat of the aftion. Fabius being 
informed of this defign by deferters, immediately fent 

b Liv. lib. x. tap. »6, 47. 
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orders to the two proprietors, Fulvius and Pofthumios, 
who commanded in the camps that covered Rome, to 
enter Hetruria without delay, and lay it wafte. In con- 
fequence of this incurfion, the Hetrurians and Umbrians 
haftened to the relief of the unfortunate people whofe 
feoufes and lands were burnt and ravaged. 
- .. . Fabius, having thus obliged the ejjemy to divide their 

brings the forces, t0( >k advantage of the divejrficii be had made, and, 
Cauls and in the abfence of , the Hetrurians and Umbrians, brought 
fahtnites to the Gauls and Samnites to a battle. Fabius commanded 
die right wing, which faced the Samnites ; and Decius 
conducted the left, which engaged the Gauls. Both 
parties fuftained the firft onfet with equal bravery, and the 
refiftance of the enemy convinced the Romans, that they 
could not have -withftood the four .armies, had they all 
engaged at once* The advantage firft appeared in favour 
of the Gauls, who furprifed the Romans, foon after the 
a&ion began, with a new way of fighting, never ufed in 
the wars of Italy* They drove armed chariots againft the 
Roman cavalry, which, with the noife c$f.tJbje wheels,, and 
the novelty or the fight, frightened the Jbpf&iB» ajifl "put 
them into diforder. They fell, afterwards, on the firft 
line of the infantry, and broke into the ranks, carrying 
every-where terror and confufion. The conful, Decius, 
having in vain endeavoured to rally his terrified foldiers, 
refolved to follow the example of his father, and in the 
fame manner devote himfeif to the dii majies. Purfuant 
to this reiolution, he commanded the pontifex* M. Livius, 
to pronounce the words ufed in devotements \ and, hav- 
ing repeated them after him, ro4e full fpeed into the 
fhickeft of the enemy's battalions, where he was killed, 
after having received numherlefs wounds. How great i$ 
the power Of credulity and fuperftrtion ! The Romans, 
after the death of their general, looking upon the enemy 
as devoted to deftruftion, refumed new courage, and re- 
turned to the charge, in order to put the decrees of the 

Jjods- in execution. The pontifex, Livius, who was him- 
feif an able conynander, taking advantage of their preju- 
dices, put himfeif at their head, crying out, <c We 
have conquered; the death of Decius has fecured to us 
the' victory ; the Samnites and the Gauls .are devoted to 
the manes, and.rmift inevitably periih." Having thus 
ijMJiJcen, he received the battle ; and, bei^g fecpnded by 
fome troops, fcnt by Fabius from the rear, under the 
command of L. QorasUttd And *C. iMarcius, he foon 
« ^hanged 
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changed the forhmefxtf the day ki favour of the Roman* 

in tte left wrftg *r : -'.-•- 

In the right wing Fttbitts bad -Attacked the Sanmites 
bat faintly, or rather kept Mmfeff-upOtt the defenfive, till 
the enemy were e*hatrfted ; then, becoming in his turn 
the aggreffbr, he ordered his cavalry to wheel about, and 
flqmk thp wings of the enemy, while he, at the head of 
the4e£tons, attacked them in front; All- the troops-being Yr. of F!. 
•fchus^rut in motion, the {hack was fo violent, that the *©**• 
•Samnites fled in diforder to the camp, and left the Gaute ^ bn 
to contend with the Romans'. Thelebrav£ men, not dif- rj. c. a6ju 
lltfirtened at the rout of their allies, ftill kept their • ' ' ■ 
ground, und covering : their heads with their bucklers, The Smm- 
forttreda tortoife. "Fabrus, therefore, to break thefe in*- ***"*»* 
^cttetraHe trob^, detained a body of five hundred Ca«r- %**££*' 
jrtrniatr horfeto fSH upon thpk reaf,t)Rdering the prin- 
eipes to follow thfe'dfetachment; and penetrate ' into thek 
battaHpns when, ortet broken. This: motion fucceedtfd (9 , 
wielV that the, Gauls "Were, at- length, obliged to retire, 
sltid'leave the Romans' matters of;*hefftid. Fabius^ did 
not purfue them jf but led his fortes againft the camp af 
the, Samnites, where he made a • dreadful flaughtef. 
T^tenry-five thouftrtd of the Samfiites and Gauls were 
Tfcxllfed 5n this a£Son, and eight thoufend taken prifoners. 
Among the former was Gellius Egnatros, an eminent 
commander of the Samnites, who had negotiated the 
alliance of the four nations. On the fide of the Romans, 
the number of the dead, in the-'leftwing, amounted to 
feven thoufand : but in the right, where Fabius com- 
manded, only twelve hundred were killed. The pro- 
prators, Fulvius and Pofthumius, gained confiderable ad- 
vantages over the Hetrurians and Umbrians 5 and the fame 

* year the proconful, Volumnlus, defeated the Sanpnites in 

♦ a battle at the foot of Mount Tifernus. After all thefe 
fuccefles Fabius returned to Rome, and triumphed the 
day before the nones of September. He had fcarce left 

"the country, when the Hetrurians fatfed a new army, 
' which obliged hirri to lead his troops thither again. Upon 
his arrival, he attacked the Hetrurians, killed four, thou- _; * 
fand five hundred of them on the fp ot, took one thoufand 
feven hundred and forty prifonere, and ftruck the reft 
c whh fuch terror, that they made no farther attempts that 
yfcar. This was* the laft exploit of : a hero, whom ■age 
difabled from ferving his country. He had a fon, iur- 

*Liv» lib. x, cap. 27, 4S.'*" " J 
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named Gorges, that is, the Gulf, on account of his ex* 
ceflive intemperance in his youth. After he had fquan* 
-dered away immenfe fums in debauchery, he corre&ed 
his way of Jiving, and became a zealous reformer of man- 
ners, in order to wipe off* the ihame of his pad excefies. 
In his aedileftnp he accufed, before the people, a great 
number of patrician women of adultery; and, having con- 
vi&ed them, perpetuated the ftiame of the criminals, by 
building, with the money accruing from their fines, a 
temple to Venus, as a lafting monument of their infamy *• 
In the meaxt time the Samnites, notwithftanding their 
lofies, brought two new armies into the field. With one 
.they encaipped on the banks of the Vulturnus ; with the 
other they entered Campania, and pillaged the territories 
jgI Vefcia and Formiae. Thefe hoftilities were no {boner 
Jtnown at Rome, than Appius, the praetor, was ordered 
•into Samnium, at the head of the army which Decius had 
x commanded. The proconful Volujnnius,^. who was al- 
ready on the fpot, joined his forces to thole of Appius * 
and. both thefe generals, by purfuing the Samnites from 
place to place, obliged them to unite their two armies in 
the Campi Stellates, between the Vulturnus and the 
Savo. There the Samnites refoived to put the whole to 
?he Sam- the iffue of a battle ; and, as they looked upon it as their 
**¥*&%? laftftake, behaved with extraordinary courage and refo- 
d*feaud\ j ut i on . b ut the Romans prevailed, alter having loft two 
thoufand feven hundred men. Of the Samnites there 
fell in the battle andpurfuit fixteen thoufand three hun- 
dred 1 . 

- Rome had now made war with the Samnites for forty 
years, almoft without interruption, and generally with 
fuccefs. That people had loft four battles in one year-, 
the braved of their generals had been killed; all the 
flower of their youth cut off; the Hetrurians, Umbrians, 
and Gauls, whom they had drawn into a confederacy, 
were not now in a condition to lend them any affiftance. 
However, they were not fo far difcouraged, as to lofe all 
hopes of being able one day to triumph in their turn. 
buttakttkt They made great preparations to take the field once more. 
juld 4mrw. The fenate ordered the two new confuls, L. Pofthumius 
Megellus, who was raifed to that dignity a fecond time, 
and M. Attilius Regulus, to carry the war jointly into 
Samnium ; but Pofthumius being fick, the whole manage- 

* Li?, lib. x. cap. 19, jo. Fait Capit, Macrob. Sat. lib. ii. 
cap. 9. ' * Iiv. lib, x. cap. 31. 
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meat of affairs was committed to Attilius, who, haftenittg 
into Samnium, met the enemy on the confines of Cam- 
pania. The conful was no fooner encamped, than the 
Samnites, though fo often vanquiihed, undertook to 
execute what the Romans themfelveswould fcarce have at- 
tempted ; they formed a defign of forcing the conful's 
lines. Marching out of their camp undifcovered, by 
means of a thick fog, they furprifed the advanced guards, 
made themfelves mailers of the Decuman gate, and pene- 
trated to the quseftor's tent, where the military cheft was 
kept. In the mean time the alarm fpreading to the gene- 
ral's quarters, he put himfelf at the head of fome mani- 
puli, and obliged the enemy to retire by the gate through 
which they had entered. The Romans would have pur- 
fued them; but Attilius, fearing an ambufcade, would 
not fuffer them to march out of their entrenchments. 
The Samnites, not doubting but fortune would favour 
their bold .attempts another time, encamped clofe to the 
Roman lines, and kept the confular army fo clofely fliut 
up, that they could not enter Samnium to live upon free- 
quarter there, as they had defigned ; but were obliged to 
bring their provisions from the countries behind them, to 
which alone they had accefs m . 

The fenate and people of Rome, alarmed at this difad- 
vantageous fituation of the army, difpatched Pofthumius, 
though not yet perfectly recovered, with another confular 
army, to the affiftance of his colleague. Upon his arrival, 
the Samnites, who were not in a condition to contend 
with two confular armies, decamped in hafte, and left 
their country a prey to the enemy. On their retreat the 
two generals feparated, to lay wafte the whole country. 
Pofthumius, having committed great devaluations, made 
himfelf mafter of Milionia and Triventum, two places of 
great firength. The former was taken by afiault, after a 
vigorous defence, and given up to be plundered by the 
foldiers ; three thoufand two hundred Samnites were cut 
in pieces on the ramparts, and four thoufand two hun* 
dred made prifoners. Triventum was abandoned by the 
inhabitants ; fo that the conful made himfelf mafter of it 
without linking a blow a . 

While Pofthumius was thus employed, Attilius marched 
to the relief of Luceria in Apulia, befieged, .as he was 
told, by the Samnites. On his march he met the enemy, 
and came to a battle with them, the fuccefs of which was 
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Tttcli, that neither army c*ofc to try a fecbrid engagi MjUjl 
The-Samnites wdre determined to return heme ; but a» ti 
place where they were eneamped was a kind of defile* and* \ 
the Romantfwere betwifen them and Samnram, after mtteh 
deliberation, they refblved to march to the'Roman camp, ' 
take their route by the fide of it, and advance into the 
plain. The conful no 'fooner perceived them, than he 
gave orders to his legions to prepare for battle, not doubl- 
ing but they were coming to attack him. Attilius now 
perceived how much the a&ion of the day before had dis- 
couraged his troops : his officers told him, that they were 
The Ro- ready to obey his orders ; but that the foldiers were ex>- 
mans tnti- tremely fatigued and intimidated, and that they would cei*- 
mdaud. tattily be overcome if attacked. This information gave 
-Attilius great uneafinefe : he went in perfon to' vifit them 
in their tents, and endeavoured, by foft words, toroufe 
their courage ; but all to no purpofel 
. In the mean time the Samnites drawing Hear, the Ro- 
mans obferved, that they were loaded with ftakes and 
"fafcines. The conful, now believing they defigned to (hut 
him up in his camp, protefted that he would march out, 
and meet the enemy alone; and that, if he were cut in 
pieces, he mould at leaft efcape the mortification of feeing 
his camp at the mercy of a people fo often conquered. 
His words, and the ihame of abandoning their general, 
induced them at length to (land to their arms; they 
marched out, though with great reluctance, and very 
flcwly, the battalions not being clofc, but broken in fe- 
veral places. This motion of the Romans was a great dis- 
appointment to the Samnites, who were no lefs afraid 
than they, and equally defirous to avoid a battle; but, 
when they found it was neceflary to fight, they a&ed 
like brave men, threw down all their baggage in a heap, 
and placing it in the centre, formed in battalia. When 
the armies drew near, they fliewed fo little inclination to 
fight, that they would have retired without adion, had 
they not feared, that the firft which drew off would be at- 
tacked in the rear by the other. However, they charged 
at length, but in a* faint manner, and without drawing fo 
near as to come to a clofe engagement. The Romans 
foon began to give ground ; a circumftanqe which fo en- 
couraged the Samnites, that they now exerted their ufual 
vigour; and, prefling upon the legions, drove them 
back to their entrenchments, which they would' have en- 
tered, and left the Samnites mailers of the field, had not 
Attilius ordered a body of horfe to advance to the gate of 

the 
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ihc camp, with directions to kill every Roman who 
Should attempt to enter. 
, t. By this expedient the runaways beihg obliged to return 
•fto the charge, rallied, and renewed the fight with fuch 
vigour, that the Samnites, who purfued them, were 
forced to fly in their turrt. Thus vi&ory declared for the 
Romans, after they had loft feven thoufand three hundred 
Four thoufand eight hundred of the Samnites were 



men. 



killed, and feven thoufand taken prifoners, whom the 
Conful compelled to pafs under the yoke °* The conful 
Attilius would «have gained but little honour this cam-* 
paign, had he not repaired his lofles by a new advantage; for^ 
On his march homewards, having fallen in with a body of 
Samnites, loaded with the booty they had made in the 
Country of the Volfci, he cut them in pieces, recovered 
the booty, and releafed many Roman prifoners. After? 
this exploit, he left his army in winter-quarters, and 
returned to Rome, to prefide at the ele&ions. In the 
tnean time Pofthumius, uneafy to find nothing to do in 
Samnium, left that country, without orders from the 
fenate. Marching into Hetruria, where thefe Was more 
booty, and more glory to be gained, he defeated the He- 
trurians, took RutTeltee, and obliged the three lucumonies 
of Volfmii, Perufia, and Arctium, to fue for peace. 
Nevertheless the fenate, on his return, refufed him a tri- 
umph, on account of his irregular proceedings ; but he 
appealed to the people, who decreed him one for his vic- 
tories over the Samnites aryi Hetfurians *\, 

In the new confulate of L. PapiriUs Cuffbr, fon of the 
famous Papirius, and Sp. Carvilius, Samnium became 
again the feat of war. That martial nation refolved td 
make a new and more vigorous effort than ever 1 . They 
publiflied a law, dorrirrianding all who were of age tc) 
Dear arms, to appear upon the firft fummorts from the 
general of their nation, upon pain of death. The heads 
of thofe who diiobeyed this law were devoted to Jupiter, 
and it was lawful for any one to kill therti. The general 
rendezvous was appointed in the neighbourhood of Aqui- 
lonia, a city of Hirpinia, whither* Fear brought all the 
youth of the country, to the number. of forty thoufand 
and upwards. In order to infpire them with cdurage, the 
heads of the nation obliged fixteen thoufand Of the braved 
men among them to take the following oath, which* watf 
adminiftered to them with great folomnity : " May all 
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' the curfes of the gods fall upon me and my pofterity, if I 
do not follow my generals wherever they (hall lead me, 
if I ever turn my back, or do not kill thofe whom I (hall 
fee attempting to fly V 9 Thofe who hefitated at loading 
themfelves and their pofterity with fuch imprecations, 
were {tabbed, and their bodies thrown among the carcafes 
of the many victims that were facrificed on that occafion. 
Thofe who took the oath were called legio linteata, or 
the linen legion, becaufe they had bound themfelves by it 
under a canopy or covering of linen. Magnificent buck- 
lers were given them ; and, that they might be diftin- 
guiflied in an engagement, their helmets were adorned 
with (lately crefts *. 
Carvilius . The conful Carvilius having left Rome, and put himfelf 
emttn 2 t the head of the army Attilius had commanded, took his 

SdMMtum. wa y towarc i s Samnium, which he entered without oppo- 
fition, the enemy not having yet finiflied their prepara- 
tions. His firft exploit was the reduction of Amiternum, 
a city in Sabinia, fubje& to the Samnites, where he cut 
- in pieces two thoufand eight hundred men, and made 
four thoufand two hundred and feventy prifoners. Pa- 
pirius, having haftened his levies in Rome, took the field, 
made himfelf matter of Furconia, , in the neighbourhood 
of Amiternum, and then joined his colleague. After 
they had laid wafte that part of the Volfcian territory 
which was fubjeft to the Samnites, they parted again 5 
Carvilius turning off towards Cominium, on the confines 
of the eaftern part of Samnium, with a defign to beficge 
it ; and Papirius marching towards Aquilonia, the place 
of the enemy's general rendezvous. The latter encamped 
within fight of the enemy, and tried their ftrength and 
courage in fome flight fldrmiflies, before he proceeded to 
a general action. At length he refolved to venture a 
battle, and therefore fent an exprefs to his colleague, de- 
firmg him to prefi the fiege of Cominium, left the enemy 
lhould fend detachments from thence to reinforce their 
Kagemefs army near Aquilonia. He then affembled his troops, and 
§fth* Ra- fo animated them by his fpeech, that they all cried out, 
f mms to they were ready to follow him whitherfoever he fhould 
f& u lead them. From the general to the meaneft foldier, all 

were eager to engage 5 they were only uneafy to fee the 
battle deterred till next day* Even the augur, whofe bu- 
iinefs it was to obferve the prefages, chofe rather to make 

9 Liv. lib. x. cap* $8. 
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Gl falfe report, than to check this general ardour r (X)* 
In the beginning of the a£Hon the linen legion, which lay 
tinder the moft facred engagements not to give way, 
made a moft gallant refiftance, and, notwithftanding the 
utmoft efforts of the Romans, kept their ground, till all 
on a fudden they discovered, at fome diftance, a cloud of 
duft, fuch as is raifed by the marching of an army, but 
was now occafioned by the fervants and muleteers of the 
Roman camp, whom the conful had mounted upon beads 
of burden, ordering them to appear in the heat of the ac* 
tion, and raife as great a cloud of duft as poflible. Pa- 
pirius, though the author of the ftratagem, feemed to be 
furprifed at this new fight. As the fervants of the army 
had provided themfelves with branches of trees, which 

r Liv. lib. X. cap. 39, 4a. 
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(X) It was then cuftomary 
to judge of the fuccefs of bat- 
tles beforehand, by the hafte 
or flownefs with which the fa- 
cred chickens picked up their 
food. The augur obferved, 
that the chickens fed but flow- 
ly, which was a bad omen ; 
but as the minifters of reli- 
gion are not always the moft 
fcrupulous, or the mod credu- 
lous, the augur, depending 
more on the ardour of the fol- 
diers, than the greediriefs of 
his chickens, declared, that 
they had fed greedily. Papi- 
rius heard the augury with 
joy, and immediately ordered 
his men to prepare for battle ; 
but the next day, when the 
army was ready to rriarch out' 
and engage, the report being 
fpread among the troops, that 
the prefages were not favour- 
able, the Roman knights, 
thinking it a matter of fuch 
importance as ought to be 
communicated to the general, 
prevailed upon young Papi- 
riusj the conful's nephew, to 
difcover to him the error be 



was in concerning the au* 
guries. "Be of good cou* 
rage, (anfwered the general), 
and behave yourfelf in the ac- 
tion like a brave man. If the 
augur has made me a falfe re- 
port, he has drawn the ven- 
geance of the gods upon him* 
felf by his irreligion. As for 
me, I conclude the augury to 
be favourable, fince it was fo 
declared." Thus fpoke Papi* 
rius, and then ordered the un- 
faithful keeper of the facred 
chickens to be placed at the 
head of the firft line, where 
he was killed by an unknown 
hand, before the two armies 
came to a clofe engagement. 
He was probably killed by or- 
der of the conful, who, pre* 
tending to look upon his death 
as a flroke from heaven, cued 
out, when the news was 
brought him, " The ven- 
geance of the gods has {pent 
ltfelf on the perfon who de- 
fended it. We have nothing 
more to fear from their an- 
ger (i)-» 



(0 Liv, lib, -x. cap. 40, 
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thef trailed on the ground to raife the greater duft, no- 
thing could be feen but the tops of fome ftandards and 
lances, and fomething like cavalry, which feemed to flank 
a body of infantry. While both armies were under no 
fmall apprehenfion of this frefli body of troops, Papirius 
all on a fudden cried out with an air of joy, " Cominium 
is taken, and my colleague is coming to my afliftance. 
Courage, fellow-foldiers ; let us gain the viftory our- 
felves, before another army comes to fliare with us the 
glory and the fpoils." At thefe words, both the infantry 
and cavalry fell with new vigour oft the linen legion, 
which was at length obliged to give way, their fear of the 
enemy, who had penetrated into the midft of their batta- 
lions, not fuffering them to attend to any other apprehen- 
fions. Their example was followed by the reft of the 
Samnite army ; their foot in the left wing retired to Aqui- 
lonia, and thofe in the right regained the camp ; but their 
horfe fled to Bovianum, a city a great way from the field 
of battle. Twelve thoufand of the Samnites, according 
to Orofius, were (lain in this battle ; but, according to 
Livy, above thirty thoufand. Their camp was taken, 
and foon after the city of Aquilonia, where moft of the 
fugitives had taken fhelter $ . 

In the mean time Carvilius made himfelf mailer of the 
ftrong and important city of Cominium* The befieged, 
after having made a vigorous defence, were at length 
obliged to furrender, to the number of fifteen thoufand 
four hundred, after four thoufand three hundred and 
eighty had been flairi in the attacks. Then the two con- 
fuls joined their forces, to complete the deftru&ion of the 
Samnites, who had no army to oppofe them. Their 
fcheme being approved by the fenate, Carvilius took Vo- 
lana, Palumbinum, and H^rculaneum, all cities of great 
note. Papirius made himfelf mailer of Sepinum, a town 
fkuated at the foot of the Apennines, and deemed impreg- 
nable. But the Hetrurians taking arms again, it was 
thought neceflary to recall one of the confuls with his 
army from Samnium. They were accordingly ordered to 
call lots for the conduft of the Hetrurian war, which fell 
to Carvilius, who thereupon haftened to Rome, which he 
entered in triumph, and thence continued his march into 
Hetruria, where he took Troflulum by afiault, and obliged 
the Falifci to fue for peace ; granting them only a year's 
truce, for which he made them pay three hundred and 

• Liv. lib. x. cap* 41. Front. Strati Val. Max. lib. vii. cap. 
**• Orof. lib. vi. 

ninety 
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ninety thoufand afes of brafs. After this tranfa&ion he 
returned to Rome. Papirius arrived about the fame time 
from Samnium, and obtained a triumph, the chief orna- 
ments of which were the fpoils taken from the Samnites, 
efpeciaily from the linen legion (Y). 

In the next election of confuls, the perfons chofen by 
the centuries were Fabius Gurges, the fon of Fabius Maxi- 
mum and Junius Brutus, farnamed Scseva, of an illuf- 
trious, though plebeian family. It is undoubted, that Fa- Fabius 
bius the father, who was then prince of the fenate, oppofed Maximus 
» the promotion of his fon. Perhaps he did not think him °PP°/ ej J^ 
qualified for fo high a ftation, or was induced, as Vale- ^7//«Tto 
rius Maximus is ot opinion ', by a republican principle, the tonfu* 
judging it a pernicious precedent to confer fo many ho- late. 
nours on one family j for he had been five times conful, 
and his father and grandfather had been likewife promoted 
to that dignity* Junius Brutus, the other conful, was no 
better qualified for the cohfulate than his colleague ; fo 
that now the government of the republic was in the hands 
of two perfons of fmall abilities, efpeciaily for war ; which 
was at this time a very impolitic choice. They had fcarce 
entered upon their office, when the Falifci in Hetruria, 
encouraged by a plague which raged in Rome, broke their 
truce j and the old enemies of Rome, the Samnites, tak- 
ing arms again, entered Campania. The confuls having 
drawn lots for their provinces, Hetruria fell to Brutus, 
and Samnium to Fabius. The former, affifted by Garvi- 
lius, whom the republic appointed to be his lieutenant, 
over-ran Hetruria, defeated the Falifci, and returned to 
Rome, loaded with fpoils ; while Fabius, having raflily The conful 
attacked the Samnites, was put to flight, after he had lofl: Fabius 
three thoufand men in the a£ion. The number of the ?£*"£'* 

t Val. Max. lib. iv. cap. 1. n i Us% 

( Y) Papirius, on his return jhe fun (hone between the rof- 
to Rome, dedicated a temple tra and the houfe appointed 
to Qijirinus, which his father, for the reception of ambafla- 
when dicltator, had vowed, dors, one of the conful's he- 
Upon this temple was fixed a raids ufed to proclaim with a 
fun-dial, the flrft that had ever loud voice, that it was mid- 
been feen at Rome. The Ro- day : but now they could mark 
mans, for fome ages, marked the feveral hours of the day : 
only the „ riling and fetting of and the water-clock, invented 
the fun; afterwards they ob- foon after, enabled thern to rec- 
ferved the hour of noon, but kon the hours of the night. . 
in a very grofs manner. When 

Y 3 wounded 
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wounded was greater, and jnoft of them died fof want of 
attendance, the conful having left the fetvants of the 
army, and the baggage, a great way behind him u . The 
news of an a&ion fo ill conducted, exafperated the people 
and fenate tp fuch a degree, that the conful was recalled, 
and would have been depofed, had not his father fpoken 
in his behalf, with all the dignity of a man of his age, 
Fabias merit, and employments, and even offered to ferve under 
Maximus^ j^jg f on t h e remainder of the campaign, in quality of his 
d&ikis U fon 9 lieutenant. This offer was immediately accepted, and 
' Jabius fet out with his fon for Samnium 5 which they had 
fcarce entered, when they were met by the enemy, who 
offered them battle. The Samnites, whom no adverfe 
fortune could difcourage, made their firft onfet with fuch 
vigour, that the Romans could fcarce withftand them* 
Pontius Herennius, their general, elated with his firft 
vidory, made incredible efforts to gain a fecond. On 
the other hand the conful, to wipe off the fliame of his 
late defeat, fought as a private foldier in the firft line ; 
but Pontius, having broken through the troop which co? 
vered young Fabius, endeavoured to furround him on all 
' (ides ; the father perceiving his fituatipn, threw himfelf 
into the midft of the enemy's battalions, and, by his ex- 
ample, animated the legions to exert themfelves with fuch 
vigour, that Gurges was refcued, and the enemy routed. 
and defeats Twenty thoufand of the enemy were flain, and four thou- 
them. f anc i taken prifoners. Among the latter was Pontius 

himfelf, who had done -in this fatal engagement all that 
could he expected from an experienced commander, and 
gallant foldier. Rome would have been more fenfibly afc 
feffced with this viftory at any other time 5 but the plague, 
which made a dreadful havock of her citizens, much 
damped her joy. To appeafe the wrath of the gods, re- 
courfe was had to the ufual remedy, fuperftition. The 
Sibylline bpoks were confulted, and there it was read, 
that ? to put a flop to the plague, the god JEfculapius 
fhould he brought to Rome from Epidaurus, a city of Pe- 
loponnefus, where he was worftiipped under the figure of 
a ferpent. Aji embafly was accordingly appointed for that 
purpofe w . 

I he confular year being almoft expired, and the two 
confuls employed in carrying on the war in their refpec- 
$ive provinces, a cli&ator was appointed to fupply their 

*Flor. Epit.lib xi. Eutrop.lib. ii* Zonar. lib. viii^ wLiv. 
lib. x. cap. 47. Orof. lib. viii. cap. ?*« Zonar. lib. viii. Flor, 
£pit.xi, 
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room } but his nomination pioving defective, the republic 
fell into an interregnum, when L. Pofthumius, one of 
the magistrates named to govern the ftate till the new 
election, held the comitia, and, by his intrigues, got 
himfelf ele&ed the third time. His colleague was Junius 
Brutus, furnamed Bubulcus. Pofthumius, a man of a 
haughty, enterprifing, and untraceable temper, afTumed 
to himfelf the command of the war in Samnium, without 
drawing lots with his colleague, or waiting for a decree of 
the fenate in his favour. About this time the god <£fcu- JEfculaftw 
lapius, who had been expected a whole year, arrived brtqrto t§ 
from Epidaurus, to the great joy of the people ; and the ^ tf "* r * 
plague is faid to have ceafed foon after * (Zj. The two 

con- 



* Dion. Hal. in Excerpt. Val. 
in Quaeit. Rom. 

(Z) jEfculapius had a tem- 
ple in Epidaurus; and the 
priefts, who Drefided over the 
worfhip of this new god, bred 
one of thofe friakes, which 
were eafily tamed, and taught 
to follow any perfons where 
they pleafed. This fnake the 
vulgar honoured as the god 
himfelf, {lis ufual hole was 
under the feet of the fine Hone 
flatue of iEfculapius, which 
the famous fculptor Thrafy- 
medes of Paros had made; 
and, whenever he came out 
'of it, his appearance was un- 
derflood to prefage the cure of 
the fick perfon. The Roman 
envoys were brought into the 
temple ; and it is probable that 
the Epidaurians made them 
pay dear for the relief they 
defired, their reputation and 
intereft being then very fraall 
in Greece* Jlowever that be, 
the Epidaurians fuffered them 
to carry away the fnake, which 
drew all the people in the 
neighbourhood into the city. 
The joy the Romans ihewed, 
upon the arrival of this falu- 
tary god, is not to be exprefled* 



Cic. dc Nat. Deor. lib. iii. Plut. 



Altars were erected all along 
the banks of the Tiber, and 
numberlefs facrifices offered. 
The Romans defigned to re- 
ceive him within their walls, 
and there build him a tem- 
ple; but the god is faid to 
have chofen his own abode in 
the midft of the Tiber, on an 
ifland formed in the infancy of 
the republic, by ftraw, trunks 
of trees, fand, and the rubbifh 
of the city. Thither the fer- 
pent retired, gently fwimming 
through the water. From that 
time it was called the ifland of 
jEfculapius, and a temple was 
foon erected to him there, and 
enriched with numberlefs pre- 
fects. It was built in the 
fhape of a {hip, the higher 
part of it refembling the ftero, 
and the lower the prow. The 
temple of the god of health 
was much frequented by the 
common people at Rome. The 
fick came and pafled the night 
in it ; and either imagination, 
or the flrength of nature, fome- 
times wrought cures there, 
which were afcribed to the 
power of the god, Thofe who 

Y4 r ^ 
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confuls fct out for their refpe&ive provinces, Brutus for 
Hetruria, and Pofthumius for Samnium., The former 
performed nothing which hiftorians have thought ,worth 
tranfmitting to pofterity. In Samnium the two Fabii 
gained great advantages, and were actually employed at 
the fiege of Coininium, which the Samnites had rebuilt, 
when Pofthumius arrived with a new confular army. Fa- 
bius Gurges had been continued in the command of the 
army, in quality of proconful \ but, heverthelefs, Pofthu- 
mius fent him orders to defift from the fiege, and leave 
that enterprise to him. Fabius had recourfe to the fe- 
nate, acquainting the confeript fathers with the orders he 
had received from the conful. The fenate immediately 
difpatched a meflenger to Pofthumius, enjoining him to 
bend his forces another way, and not difturb Fabius in 
the cnterprize he was carrying on ; but Pofthumius, 
without paying any regard to the authority of the fenate, 
gave their meflenger this haughty anfwer: * f Tell the 
confeript fathers, that it is their duty to obey their con- 
ful, and not his to fubmit to their commands." He then 
marched towards Cominium, refolving to give the Fabii 
battle, if they did not yield to his obftinate humour. 
Young Fabius, being warranted by the authority of the 
fenate, wa$ for withftanding the rafh aggreflbr ; but his 
father prevailed upon him, for the fake of the public 
good*, to give way to his imperious rival. Then Pofthu* 
mius prelfed Cominium with fuch vigour, that he made 
himfelf mafter of it in a few days. From thence he 
turned his arms againft Venufium, an important place on 
the confines of Apulia, Lucania, and Samnium, and fub- 
jefted it to the Romans. He then gave the fenate an ac- 
count of his conqueft, which, he hoped, would have 
reconciled the confeript fathers to him, and made them 
forget his difobedience. He propofed, that a colony 



recovered, facrificed to the 
god, by way of thankfgiving, 
a cock ; for this fowl was fa- 
cred to JEfculapius, and a 
fymbol of the vigilance which 
is neceflary for the cure of 
difeafes. It was. in allufion to 
this, that Socrates, when con- 
demned to die, and thereby 



delivered from all the evils and 
diftempers attending this life, 
ordered a cock to be facrificcd 
to iEfculapius. There were 
fome remains of the temple of 
jEfculapius to be feen in the 
fixteenth century, near the 
church of St. Bartholomew, in, 
the ifland of the Tiber (i). 



(i) Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. Val. Max. lib. i, cap* %, Ovid, 
Metamorph. ljb. xv. Plin. u>. six, cap, i. 

might 
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night be fent to Venufium, to keep the neighbouring 
provinces in awe. His propofal was approved, but occa- 
sion taken from it to mortify him, and make him fenfible, 
that the fenate preferred obedience to valour. It was 
cuftomary for the conqueror of a city to be one of the 
triumviri fent thither to fettle a colony ; but* in the cafe 
of Venufium, the fenate, without any regard to Pofthu- 
mius, named three others, allowing him no fhare in that 
honour. Nor was this all : to humble the proud Pofthu- 
mius yet more, they granted a triumph to young Fabius, 
his rival, who entered Rome on the calends of the month 
Sextilis. The brave Pontius, famous for having fur- *W*» 
prifed the Roman legions, and made them pafs under the £*' *? 
yoke at the Caudine Forks, followed the chariot of the r^.** 
conqueror, and, by an aft of inhumanity unworthy of a 
civilized nation, was condemned to lofe his head. While Fabius 
young Fabius rode in his triumphal chariot, his father triumph. 
followed him on horfeback. He had formerly, in his fir ft 
triumphs, carried his fon in his chariot with him ; and 
was now overjoyed to march after, him, to mingle in the 
crowd, and to hear the acclamations of the people, and 
the fongs of the foldiers, in praife of the triumphant vic- 
tor: however, the fpefta tors did him juftice, faying, that 
the fon was honoured with a triumph, but that the father 
defcrved it *. 

Pofthumius, feeing his rival thus honoured, and him* 
felf treated with fo much contempt, employed bitter in- 
ve&ives againft the fenate, and invented a new kind of 
revenge, which was, to diftribute among his foldiers all 
the booty he had taken in the two conquered cities, with- 
out lodging any part of it in the public treafury. He 
then, refentfully difbanded his troops before his fuccef- 
for could arrive. His colleague Brutus prefided in the 
comitia, when P. Cornelius Rufinus and Manius Curius 
Dentatus were chofen. Pofthumius was no fooner out of 
office, than he was brought to a trial before the comitia 
by tribes. Before he left Rome, he had employed a de- 
tachment of his troops in grubbing up a foreft on his own 
eftate. His accufation chiefly turned on his employing, 
in fo mean an office, men of free condition, who owed 
no fervice but to the public. As this crime offended the p^umius 
people more than his difobedience to the fenate, they fined by 
condemned him to pay a confiderable fine *. thefeopU^ 

y J,iy. $pit. xi. Fail. Capit. Plut. in Fab. & Val. Max. lib. ix. 
$aj>. 7» * Dion,, Hah in Excerpt. Valefii. Liv. Epit. xi. 
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The war with the Samnites had already furniflied the 
Roman generals with twenty-four triumphs ; but had coft 
the conquerors a great deal of blood, many fatigues, and 
▼aft expences ; fo that the republic was tired of engaging 
the fame enemy. In order, therefore, to put an end to 
this tedious war, both confuls were ordered into Sam- 
mum, where they a£fced feparately \ each, at the head of 
a confular army, ravaged the country, took feveral cities, 
gained fome battles, and at length obliged that gallant 
nation, which, after the lofs of their brave .general and 
able governor Pontius, was no longer in a condition to 
oppofe the progrefs of their arms, to fue for peace. The 
Yr. of F!. republic readily confented to enter into an alliance with 
*•**: them for the fourth time ; but left the fettling of the ar- 
*8i ^ c ' cs to Curius Dentatus, a man of great probity, and 
V. C. 467. who, without any vanity or oftentation, lived in that to* 
■ ,. , luntary poverty, which the philosophers of thofe times 

A* alliance recommended. The Samnite deputies found him fitting 
with the on a wooc ien feat near the fire > drefibg his own dinner, 
Samnitts. ^j^ cQufifted f a f ew roots, and offered him a large 
fum of money ; but Curius exprefied his indignation with 
a difdainful fmile. " Without doubt (faid he), my po- 
verty infpires you with hopes of corrupting me ; but your 
attempts are vain. I had rather command the rich, than 
be rich myfelf. Carry back with you this fatal metal, 
which men make ufe of only for their deftru&ion ; and 
tell your countrymen, that they will find it as difficult to 
corrupt as to conquer me *.* The conditions Curius im- 
pofed upon them are not. known ; but it is probable they 
were no- ways favourable to that warlike and reftlefs na- 
tion. The treaty was no fooner concluded than the con* 
iul returned to Rome, where he triumphed, to the inex- 
preflible joy of the people, who found themfelves difc 
burdened of a war which had lafted forty-nine years, and 
given the republic more trouble thai* their wars with all 
the other dates of Italy together. 
Tke Sa- The conqueft of Samnium drew after it the entire re? 

lines re* du£tion of the Sabines, whofe confederacy with Rome 
&ctd. W a S as ancient as the city itfelf; but notwithstanding 
their. alliance with the republic, they had joined the Sam- 
mies. Curius fubje£ted the whole country ; but as they 
were old allies, the weight of the yoke was leffened, and 
the right of Roman citizenfhip beftowed upon them, 
without the right of fuffrage. For the conqueft of the 

a Plut. in Apopbth. Val. Max. lib, iv. cap. 3. Plin. ib. i*, 
•ep. 6. Aua, de Vir. Illuftr. 
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Sabines, Curius had a fecond triumph decreed the fame 
year, an honour which no general had ever enjoyed. As 
Curius was by birth a plebeian, fome patricians attempted 
to caft 3 ftain upon his reputation, accufing him of ap- 
propriating to himfelf part of the fpoils taken from the 
-enemy. As the proofs were not clear, Curius was pat 
to his oath ; and then he confeffed, that he had kept a 
little wooden oil-veffel for making libations to the gods; 
but protefted, that he had referved nothing more. Such 
was the chara&er of his diilntereftednefs, that he was be- 
lieved, the malice of his accufers ferving only to heighten 
the luftre of his virtue b . 

In the following confulate of M. Valerius Corvinus, 
?nd Q^Caadicius Nofiua, Curius Dentatus was fent into 
Lucania, in quality of proconful, to aifift the Thurini 
againft the Lucanians, who had invaded their territory. 
In this expedition, being attended with his ufual fuccefs, The Luc** 
Jie defeated the Lucanians, and obliged them to retire. *!***/*' 
The two confute fpent their whole year in works of peace, ******* 
and in fending colonies to the conquered cities \ namely, 
to Adria, a maritime town, faid to have given name to 
the Adriatic fea ; to Caftrum in Picenum 5 and to Sena, 
another city on the Adriatic, at the mouth of the Seno, 
\n the country of the Senones. As men were grown 
more vicious, and the number of malefa&ors daily en- 
creafed, three new judges were appointed to relieve the 
praetor, and try criminals. The puniihments thefe judges 
could inflift were confined to pecuniary fines 5 never- 
theiefs they were ftyled triumviri capitales, becaufe the Triumviri 
care of the prifons, where the grfcateft criminals were capitate* 
kept, was committed to them, and they had the diredion 
of their execution. Thefe new magistrates were chofen 
annually in the comitia by tribes ; and from their fentenoe 
lay no appeal. The time of this general peace was alio 
•thought a proper feafon to take a cenfus of the Roman 
people, by which it appeared, that the number of Roman 
citizens fit to . bear arms amounted to two hundred and 
feventy-three thoufand c . 

The fruit of this new peace abroad was trouble and dif- Tht d*bt- 
fenfion at home. The people, oppreffed by the ufuries orsmurm** 
of the rich citizens, revived a quarrel, which had begun ^fj^J 
near two hundred years before. They kept themfelves at *'* 
firft within bounds, only demanding, that fome abufes 

• * Flor. in Epit. xi. Au£h dc Illuftr. Virif. « Liv. 

$pit. xi. Feff. f opvp, lib. xvii, 
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fliould be reformed with refpeft to conrra&s, whereby 
creditors exaded an immoderate interdt for money lent. 
But in the courfe of the enfuing year, when Q^Marcios 
Tremulus, and P. Cornelius Arvina were confuis a fecond 
time, an accident drove them to extremities : T. Veturius, 
one of thofe confuis who had been furprifed in the Cau- 
dine Forks, died infolvent ; and his fon, who had been 
educated with great care, and formed to virtue, borrowed 
a confiderable fum of one C. Plotius, to defray the ex- 
pence of his father's funeral. Plotius, who had alfo lent 
great fums to the father, foon after preffed the fon to pay 
both his father's debts, and that which he himfelf had 
*[he cruelty lately contracted. Young Veturius, having neither mo- 
pf aeredi- ne y nor credit, was forced to fubmit to flavery, and work 
******* for his creditor, till he had difcharged the whole debt. 
* He bore his fervitude with great conftancy, and made it 

his ftudy to pleafe his creditor in every thing, till that in- 
famous wretch folicited him to gratify a brutal paffion he 
bad conceived. Veturius reje&ed the (hamefttl addreffes 
of Plotius, with the utmoft indignation. His conftancy 
was immoveable, though hia cruel mafter treated him 
mod unmercifully for his virtuous re fi (lance. One day, 
being covered all over with blood, and torn with (tripes, 
he made his efcape out of the houfe, appeared in the fo- 
rum, where he (hewed the people the marks of his bar- 
barous creditor's cruelty, and difcovered the infamy of 
his tyrant. The people feized this opportunity to decry 
the ufurers, and to demand the abolition or the law, 
which impowered them to reduce infolvent debtors to 
flavery. This inhuman law had been annulled before on 
a fimilar occaGon ; but the patricians had, by their autho- 
rity and intereft, revived it. As for the execrable Plo- 
tius, the tribunes, accufing him before the afiembled cen- 
turies, he was condemned to death. 

'the plebeians, not content with this vi&ory, infifted 
on the abolition of the above mentioned law. The patri- 
cians oppofed it to the utmoft of their power : " This is 
robbing us (faid they) of our fecurity for what we have 
lent. Debts muft be paid, according to the old law, 
either in body or goods." The people, finding the pa- 
tricians obftinate and inflexible, had recourfe to an expe- 
SeeeJ/tonof dient which had always proved effectual. They left the 
the people, city, andpofted themfelves on the hill Janiculus, with the 
Tiber between them and their profecutors. By this re- 
moval of the people, the city being left deftitute of arti- 
ficers and labourers, and no proviupn being brought 

tbithec 
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thither from the country (for the country people had like- 
wife their complaints), the patricians and rich citizens 
found themfelves obliged to humour the multitude. The 
confuls, therefore, of this year, M. Claudius Marcellus, 
and C. Nautius Rutilus, were ordered to name a di&ator, 
an order to appeafe the revolted populace. The perfon 3J. Hirf**- 
they named was Q^ Hortenfius, who, entering into a^ 1 "^ - ' 
treaty with the feparatifts, made them the following con- . ° r * 
ceiBons 5 that the law in queftion fhould be repealed \ 
and that two other laws, which had been formerly made, 
hut no-way regarded by the patricians, fhould be ftri&ly 
obferved for the future. Thefe imported, that the decrees Tgrm$f 
made by the tribes fhould be equally obferved both by the rtconeitia* 
patricians and plebeians 5 and that all laws fhould firft '***• 
pafs in the fenate, and be afterwards brought to the co- 
mitia, to be there approved or rejected. The country 
people complained, that juftice was not adminiftered at 
Rome on market-days ; and that, when any caufes were 
depending, they were forced to leave their work and re- 
turn to the city again. This grievance was removed. 
The di&ator promifed, that market-days fhould no lon- 
ger be vacation-days for the judges, that the hufband- 
men might have their caufes heard before they went home* 
"When thefe articles were drawn up, and the people's 
minds began to be calmed, QJHortenfius died. It being, 
therefore, neceflary to nominate another di&ator, Q^ Fabius 
Fabius Maximus was nominated to that dignity, who Maximus 
chofe for his general of the horfe a famous plebeian, && ator * 
named Volumnius Flamma. By the interpofition of thefe 
two 1 great men, the work which Hortenfius had begun 
was foon accomplifhed j and the people having attained 
to the higheft pitch of their defires, returned to the city. 
The balance of power leaned now rather to their fide. 
The nobility had no other advantage over them than that 
of great riches, and the refpect naturally paid to perfons 
of high birth d . The peace of the city being therefore 
no more interrupted by inteftine contefts, we fhall fee the 
republic increafe her dominions abroad with incredible 
rapidity. The great Fabius died foon after he had happily 
accomplifhed the accommodation. In his life-time he 
had been looked upon as a prodigy of valour, wifdom, and 
virtue ; and upon his death the people contributed to the 
expence of his obfequies with fo much generality, that his 

* Flor. Epit. xi. Zonar. Ann, lib. viii. Valcr.Max. lib. vi. cap. i. 
Dion. Hal. in Excerpt. Val. 

fon, 
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fori, with the vi&ims offered at his funeral, gave a public* 
entertainment to the whole city e . It is probable, that 
after the reconciliation of the di&ator, Fabius piefided at 
the eleftion of the new confuls, M. Valerius Potitus and 
C. jElius Paetus, whofe year proved barren of remarkable 
events ; as did alfo the next, when C. Claudius Canina 
and M. iEmilius Lepidus were confuls. In the following 
confulateofC. Servilius Tucca andL. Cacilius Metellus, 
the Tarentines, jealous of the profperity of the Romans, 
and apprehending that they aimed at the conqueft of all 
Italy, raifed up both old and new enemies againft the re- 
public, and engaged her in one of the moft formidable 
wars fhe had ever fuftained. 

Yr. of Fh Tarentum was a city of Great Greece, which compre* 
»o73- bended the greateft part of the fouth coaft of Italy. Moft 

Ante Chr. Q f ^ c - lt j es j n t ^j s } ar g e p rov i nce had been founded by 

U.C473. Greeks, who brought thither with them the Greek Ian* 
_ guage, cuftoms, and manners. The Tarentines in par* 

ticular were a colony of Spartans, who, fettling on the 
continent of Italy, under the conduct of one Phalantus, 
made themfelves matters of a city, firft called CEbalia, 
and afterwards Tarentum, from one Taras, or, as others 
will have it, Tarentus, who is faid to have increafed and , 
beautified the city, after the Greeks were mailers of it. 
Thefe tranfpanted Spartans foon forgot the fevere disci- 
pline of Sparta, and plunged themfelves into all the de- 
baucheries with which the reft of the Greeks were re- 
proached. Their whole life was fpent in feafts, fports, 
and public entertainments. Buffoons and proftitutes go- 
verned the ftate, and often determined the moft important 
affairs by a joke, or an indecent gefture. They bore a 
mortal hatred to the Romans, and dreaded their dominion, 
not fo much out of fear of lofing their liberty, as of being 
difturbed by that warlike and rough people in the purfuit 
of their pleafures. They, therefore, employed all the 
Grecian fubtlety to draw fuch a number oi enemies upon 
them, as (till to keep them at a diftance from their terri- 
tories, and this without appearing to be concerned. 

At the fame time the Senones, having raifed a formid- 
able army, marched into Hetruria, withh a defign to be- 
fiege Aretium, a-city about forty leagues from Rome, at 
a fmall diftance from the Arnus. The Aretmes had im- 
mediately recourfe to the Romans, who, they knew, would 
never fuffer the Gauls to make conquefts in Hetruria, 

e Liv. ibid. Val. Max, lib. vi. cap. 9. Au& de Vir. IHuft. Cic- 
in Orat, pro Planco, 
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and thereby open themfelves a way to Rome. The re- 
public, alarmed at the leaft motion of fo powerful an 
enemy, difpatched the Conful, Lucius Caecilius, with an 
army, to the affiftance of the Aretini ; but, before any 
a& of hoftility, a deputation was fent to the Senones, to 
dtfTuade them from their defign. The proud Gauls, in- 
ftead of liftening to the mediation of Rome, killed the 
deputies, and brought their troops before Arctium. In 
confequence of this outrage the conful advanced with his 
army, and came to an engagement with the enemy, in 
which he was killed, with feven legionary tribunes, the 
raoft part of the Roman knights, and thirteen thoufand 
private men. Upon the news of this dreadful overthrow, 
the famous Curius Dentatus was ordered with frefh troops 
into Hetruria, to fuppry the place of the conful Caecilius j 
but that wife commander, inftead of marching to the re- 
lief of Arctium, and engaging the enemy, fluflied with 
their late vi&ory, took his route along the confines of 
Hetruria, and, entering the country of the Senones, in 
the abfence of their belt troops, ravaged it without oppo- 
sition. He plundered and burnt their houfes, laid wade 
their fields, put all thofe to the fword who were able to 
bear arms, carried the women and children into captivity, 
and, in fhort, reduced the whole country to a vaft defert, 
in which fcarce remained any appearance of its having 
ever been cultivated or inhabited f . Thus he took ample 
revenge for the murder of the Roman ambafladors. 

Next year, in the beginning of the adminiftration of 
the new confuls, P. Cornelius Dolabella, and Cn. Do- 
mitius Calvinus, the Boii, the Hetrurians, and the Sam- 
nites, once more declared againft the republic, excited 
by the intrigues of the Tarentines ; but, notwithstanding 
this great confederacy, the fenate and people repofed fo 
much confidence in the new confuls, that they did not 
think of creating a didator, as was ufual in times of great 
danger. Nor was their confidence ill grounded $ for Do* 
mitius taking the field, and meeting the Senones, who 
had raifed the fiege of Aretium, and were marching to 
Rome, to revenge the devaluations made in their country, 7he Settetitt 
he gave thdkn a total overthrow. Only, a fmall number d*fc*t*di 
of them efcaped, and faved themfelves in the country of 
the Boii, whom they preffed to take arms immediately, 
and revenge the common caufe of the Gauls. Accord- 
ingly the Boii, having raifed all the men in their territory 
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who were able to bear arms, and being reinforced by * 
great body of Hetruriansj purfued the attempt, which 
the Senones had begun » and marched towards Rome j 
but the conful, Cornelius, who waited for them, on the 
banks of the lake Vadeiiionis, in Hetruria, now II Lago 
di Baffano, engaged them, killed almoft. all the Hetru- 
rians, and the greater part of the Boii* The latter made 
fome faint efforts againft the Romans the next year ; but 
being defeated, they were forced to _fue for peace. As 
for the Senones, they were fo utterly deftroyed, that 
there fcarce remained any footfteps in Italy of a nation, 
which had diftinguiflied itfelf fo much by the taking of 
Rome s. 

In the following cpnfulate of C. Fabricius and Q^-ffi* 
piilius Fapus, almoft all Italy rofe in arms againft the im- 
perious republic ; but Fabricius, being fent into Lucania, 
defeated the confederate forces of the Lucanians, Brutians, 
and Samnites, and made himfelf mafter of their camp. 
Twenty-five thoufand of the enemy, with their general 
Statilius, were flain. The Romans, imagining that the 
god Mars had fought in perfon for them, returned him 
foiemn thanks for, his afliftance by public fupplications h . 
As for the Ta rentines, though they were the real authors 
of this war, they had not yet appeared in the field, nor 
openly declared againft Rome ; but an accident induced 
them at length to throw off the maflc, and brought on, 
after a long feries of events, . their utter ruin. Valerius, 
or, as others call him, Cornelius, one of the maritime 
duumviri, or admirals of the Roman fleet, happened to 
come to the mouth of their harbour with ten (hips, while 
the idle inhabitants of the city were affembled, as ufual, 
in the theatre, which looked towards the harbour. The 
Tarentines imagining that Rome, having difcovered their 
fecret plots, had fent that fleet to punifli them, they, with- 
out heiitation, ran down to the port, attacked the Roman 
fleet with the fury of madmen, funk one (hip, and took 
four ; the other five efcaping. All the prisoners fit to 
bear arms were put to the fword, and the others fold for 
flaves to the bell bidder. The Romans, being informed of 
this unexpected a& of hoftility, fent a deputation to Ta- 
rentum to demand fatisfa&ion for the infult offered to the 
republic ; but the Tarentines infulted the ambaffadors in 
the raoft outrageous manner. They admitted them to an 
audience in the theatre, where Pofthumius Megellas, who 

t Appian. apud Ful. Urfin. h Plin. lib. xxxiv. cap. 6. Am- * 

mian. Marcelh lib. xxiv. Dion. Ha), in Legat. 
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was at theliead of the #nbafly, and had been thrice con- 
sul, ha*angu<Sd the aflembly' if Greek. His advanced 
age, hig pteribnal merit; and, aooveall, the character of * 
an arhbafiatfdf from ar powerful people, ought to hare . 
gained him*refpc&; but the Tarentines, heated with 
wine, not only gave little attention to his difcourfe, but 
burft into laughter, and hiffed him^ whenever he dropped 
an improper expfeflion, or pronounced a word with a fo- 
reign accent. When he began to fpeak of reparation of 
injuries, they flew into a rage, arid rather drove, than 
difmiffed him Out of the aflembly. 

As he walked off with an air of gravity arid dignity, 
which he preferved, notwithftanding this brutal reception, 
a buffoon, named J?hilonides, coming up to him, urined 
upon his robe; a new fource of immoderate laughter to 
the mad and drunken multitude, who applauded the out- 
rageous irifolfence. Pofthutriius, turnitig about to the 
aflembly, (hewed them the fkirt of his garment fo defiled J 
but when he found that this infult incaeafed the loudnefs of 
their contumelious mirth, he faid, without the leaft emo- 
tion, f € Laugh on, Tarentines, laugh on; the time is corn- 
ing when ydtt will weep. It is not a little blood that will 
purify this garment." He withdrew, arid embarked fof 
Rome. When the Tarentines began to reflect on the 
enormity of their conduft, and at the fame rime on the 
inability of their neighbours to defend them agaiflft fo 
powerful a republic, they caft their eyes updn Pyrrhus 
king of Epirus, whofe reputation for valour, and long 
experience in war, had gained him the reputation of one 
of the heroes of Greecfe. They therefore difpatched am- 
baffadors to him, but rather to found his difpofition, than 
to enter, without farther deliberation, into any engage- 
ments with him. As Pyrrhus loved a&iori, and the buttle 
and hurry of war, the ambaffadors found him in a difpo* 
fitioh to Men to any propofal which Would fur nifh em- 
ployment worthy of his Ambition *. 

In the mean time the Tarentines, to arhiife the Romans 
till the rtturn of their ambaffadors from Epirus, befieged 
Thurium, which was defended by a Roman garrifon, and 
made themfelves mailers of if. This intelligence was 
brought to Rome foon after the return of Pofthumius, and 
the other ambaffadors, who had been fo ill-tfeated at Taren- 
tum. The new confuJs therefore, L. iEmiliua Barbtda, 
arid Q^Marcius Philippus, having affembled the fenate, 

l Dion. Hal. in Legat. Val. Max. lib. ii. cap. *. Zonar* lib« vBt» 
cap. *. Flor. Epit. xii» Plut. in Fyrrho* 
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laid before them the fituatidn pf the affairs of the republic^ • 
and the (hameful indignity which had been offered the 
ambaffadors. It was dangerous to engage in a new war, 
when the republic had fo many nations to contend with. 
The Hetrurians were ftill in arms ; the Samnites had de- 
clared anew againft the republic ; and the Lucanians and 
Brutian? were grown more confident fince the taking of 
Thurjum. The hoftilities committed by the Tarentines, 
and the infult offered to Pofthumius, whofe robe was pro* 
duced in the fenate, left no room to deliberate, whether. 
Par a- they mould enter into a war with that people, They were 
gautftfo a jj unan j mous as to the neceffity of chaftifing them ; but 
rtfototd'* whether it was advifeable for the republic to fliew her re- 
§n. fentment immediately, was doubted. Some of the fe* 

gators were for declaring war forthwith ; others, for de* 
ferring it, till the provinces bordering on the Tarentine 
territories were fubdued. ^ver was debate more tedious, 
ox more perplexing. The fame qpeftipn wa& difcufied, 
and warmly debated, from fun-rifing to fun-fet> for fe- 
deral days together. ^Lt length the opinion of thofc who 
were for beginning the war immediately, prevailed ; and 
the decree of the fenate being confirmed by the people, 
orders were difpatched to the conful iEmilius, who was 
on his marqh into Samniujfc, to lay afidc that expedition, 
and turn his arms againft Tarentum. 
% The Tarentines, upon the approach of a confulararmy, 
carried on their deliberations with more feriqufnefs j and 
when the conful fent again to demand fatisfa&ion before 
he began hoftilities, the better fort of citizens declared for 
1 peace. iEmilius offered them moderate terms ; and, after 
all, it was but equitable, that they mould repair the inju- 
ries, and wipe off the reproach, they had thrown on the 
fedmans without any provocation 7 ; but the populace, who 
bad nothing to lofe, infilled on a war ; .and their cla- 
mours prevailed over the juft reafons of the wifeft men 
Ihey m- i n the commonwealth. The propofai of bringing Pyrrhus 
1%u*'m* * nt0 * is ty was rcv * ve( k an <* a decree paffed for inviting 
'italy! * '* ***** P" ace to Tarentum. One Meton, a citizen of good 
fenfe, and no way infe&ed with the general corruption 
which prevailed in the city, endeavoured to divert hk 
countrymen from this mad defign (A), but was thruft 

out 

(A) Meton, on the day that placed in the theatre, putting 

a public decree was to pafs fot a withered garland on his head, 

Siting Pyrrhus to Tarentum, and having a flambeau in his % 

and when the people were all hand; as was the manner of 
j " . the 
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%tiit of the affembly. Ambaffadors were immediately dif- 
patched into Epirus, not only in the name of the Taren> 
tines, but of all the Greek colonies in Italy, with magni- 
ficent prefents for the king, and with inftruAiohs to ac^ 
quaint him, that they only Wanted a general df fame and 
experience ; and that, as for troops, they could themfelves 
furnifli a numerous army of twenty thoufand horfe^ and 
three hundred and fifty tnoufand foot, confifting of Luca- 
nians, Meflapians, Samnites, and Tafentines. As foon at 
the news of this deputation were brought to the Roman 
camp, iEmilius, who had hitherto made war on the Ta- 
rentines gently, in hopes of adjufting matters by way of 
negotiation, began to commit allforts of hoftilities. He 
took cities, ftorrrted caftles, and laid the whole country 
wafte. The Tarentines brought their army into the field ; 
but .dEriSilius foon obliged them to take refuge within 
their walls. - However, to induce them to lay afide the 
defign of receiving Pyrrhus, he ufed the prifoners he had 
taken with great moderation, arid even ferit them back 
without fctnfom, Thefe extolled the generdfity of thd 
conful; inforituch that many of the inhabitants were 
brought over to the Roman party \ and they all began to re- 
pent of their having reje&ed a peace, and fent for ryrrhus *• 

fc tirof. lib. iv. & Zon. libi v|ii # 
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In the mean time the Tarentlne ambaffadors arriving id 
Epirus, purfuant to the powers they had received, made a 
treaty with the king, who immediately fent before him 

Cyn*as*r- the famous Cyneas, with three thoufand men, to take 

rarlntL • P o{reffion of thc citadel of Tarentum. This minifter, 

( m ' whofe charafter we have given in our hiftory of 

Epirus, foon found means to depofe Agis, whom the 

Tarentines had chofen to be their general, and the 

governor of the city, though a fincere friend to the 

an % f ? kes Romans. He likewife prevailed upon the Tarentines to. 

Tki 'citadel deliver U P ^ e c i ta del into his hands; which he no foonef 
got poffeffion of, than he difpatched meffengers to Pyr- 
rhus, foliating him to haften his departure for Italy. In 
the mean time /Emilius, finding that he could not attempt 
any thing with fuccefs againft the Tarentines this cam- 
paign, refolved to put his troops into winter-quarters in 
Apulia, which was not far from the territory of Tarentum. 
In paffing through certain defiles, with the fea on one fide,, 
and high hills on the other, he was attacked by the Ta- 
rentines and Epirots from great numbers of barks mounted 
with balliffee, and from the hills, on which were polled a 
great many archers and flingers. iEmilius, thus attacked, 
placed the Tarentine prisoners between him and the 
enemy ; a difpofition which the Tarentines perceiving, foon 
ceafed to moleft the Romans, from compaffion to their 
own countrymen ; fo that the conful arrived fafe in Apu- 
lia. He forthwith repaired to Rome, where his colleague 
Marcius had a triumph on the calends of April, for hav- 
ing vanquiflied the Hetrurians l . 

Next year P. Valerius Laevinus, and Tib. Coruncanius, 
were chofen confuls. The latter was raifed to the con- 
fulate purely for his merit 5 for he was of a mean defcent, 
not even a Roman by birth, but a native of Cameriurfj, 
a Roman municipium in Latium. It fell to his lot to carry 
on the war in Hetruria, and to his colleague's to conduit 
that againft the Tarentines. iEmilius, who had a£ted 
againft the Tarentines the laft year, was continued in the 
command of his own troops with the title of proconful, 
and ordered to make war upon the Salentines, who had 
declared for the Tarentines. The prefent exigence of af- 
• fairs obliged the Romans to enlift the proletarii, who 

were the meaneft of the people, and therefore, by way 
oJF contempt, called proletarii, as being thought incapa- 
ble of doing the.ftate any other fervice than that of peo- 

1 Faft. Capit Frontin. in Stratag. Zonar. lib. viii. 
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pling the v city, and ftocking the republic with fubjefls. 
Hitherto they had never been differed to bear arms, but 
irere now, to their great fatisfaftion, enrolled as well as 
others. In the mean time Pyrrhus arrived at Tarentum, 
kaving narrowly efcaped fhipwreck •, and, being conduft- 
cd into the city, was received with loud acclamations. 
Thus began the memorable war between the Romans and 
that famous commander, the firft foreigner they had to 
■contend with. It was carried on with great vigour on 
both fides, for the fpaqe of fix years ; during which time 
the following confuls were at the head of the Roman 
armies; the nrft year, P. Valerius Laevinus and T. Co- 
runcanius \ the fecond, P. Sulpicius Sayerrio and P. De- 
cius Mus, whofe father and grandfather were both fa- 
mous for their devotements % the third, C. Fabricius and 
Q^^milius, two men of the rnoft jliftinguifhed merit ; 
the . fourth, Cornelius Ruffinus and C. Junius Brutus ; 
the former a man extremely covetous and felf-interefted, 
but neverthelefs promoted by the intereft of Fabricius, 
becaufe he was a much abler commander than any of his 
competitors ; the fifth, Q. Fabius Giu-ges and C. Gen*. 
Cius ; and laftly the fixth, the famous Curius Dentatus, 
and L. .Cornelius Lentulus. But as, in our hiftory of 
Epirus, we have given a very particular account of this 
war, and the events, which attended it, from the landing 
of Pyrrhus in Italy, to his return into his own dominions, 
we (hall here only relate what happened after the latter 
period, referring the reader for an account of the war xo 
that hiftory. 

Pyrrhus having thought it advifeable to leave Italy, af- 
ter the laft battle, in which he was defeated by Curius 
Dentatus, with the lofs of twenty-three thoufand men, 
the viftor returned to Romp, which he entered in tri- 
umph, it being the moil magnificent one that had ever 
yet been feen ; great quantities of rich fpoii, veffels of 
gold, purple carpets, ftatues, piftures, and, in (hort, all the 
embellifhments of Greek cities, were carried before him. 
Among the captives were Epifots, Tfyeffalians, and Ma- 
cedonians, not to mention the Lucanians, Brutians, Ta- 
rentines, and individuals of other' Greek nations. The 
appearance and drefs of fo many foreigners, afforded the 
ipe&ators great pleafure 5 but nothing fo much raifed 
their admiration as the elephants, with towers on their 
backs, animals which had never before been feen in Rome, 
As for the triumphant vi&or, he rode in a chariot, and 
fi)e acclamations the people gave him were very fincere. 
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The fenate empowered him to appropriate to himfelf fifty 
acres of the conquered lands ; but he declined this £a T 
vour, faying, that he ought to be looked upon as a dan? 

ijerous fubjeS, who could not live upon the produce of 
even acre$. Of all the fpoils, he referved only a little 
veflel of beech for his domeftic facrifices. This magni- 
ficent triumph of Curius was followed by that of his col? 
league Lentulus, who had made a fuccefsful campaign 
in Lucanla, and taken from the Samnites the famous citg: 
of Caudium. This happy confulate ended with a cenfoi| 
and a luftrum. The virtuous Fabricius, and his cooftaot 
colleague iEmilius Papus being cenfors, they made a new 
lift offenators, and ftruck out the names of all thofl; 
who led diflblute lives ; nay, Cornelius Ruffinus, who ha4 
been conful and di&ator, was excluded, only for having 
ten pounds weight of filver in plate. By the centys there 
appeared to be in Rome two hundred and fevettty-one 
thoufand two hundred and twenty-four citizens fit to beat 
arms. m . 

The Romans, apprehending that the king of Epiros 
Would foon appear in Italy again with a more numerous 
army than ever, continued Curius Dentatus in the con- 
sulate for the next year, giving him for his colleague Con 
nelius Merenda. In the mean time the Tarentines being 
apprifed, that Pyrrhus, under pretence of going to fetch 
new fupplies, had entirely deferted them* obliged Mik>, 
whom the king had left in the city with a ftrong gam- 
ion, to confine himfelf to the citadeL Tbefe divifions 
made Curius believe, that the Tarentines and Epirot* 
would deftroy each other. In this belief he negk&ed to 
befiege Tarentum, and turned his arms againft the Sam? 
nitea and Lucanians, who retired for refuge to their 
mountains •, but they appeared again in the field next 
year, when C, Fabius Jborfo, and C. Claudius Corina 
were confujls. The latter defeated them, once at leaft, in 
a pitched battle ; for we read in the Fafti CapitoUni, that 
Claudius Carina triumphed over the Samnites, Lucanians, 
and Brutians, on the day of the Quirinalia, or the fefti- 
val of Romulus, that is, on the feventeenth day of Fe« 
bruary. 

And now the reputation of the Romans having ex- 
tended into foreign countries, Ptolemy PhUadelphus, 
king of Egypt, fent ambatfadors to congratulate the re- 
public on her fuccefs, and to aik the friendship of th« 



PIu*. in Sylla. Val, Max, lib, iv, cap. 4, 



flpmaq 






The Roman Hifiory* |4$ 

Homan people. The Romans, not to be outdone in ci- 
vility, ient four aml>afladors to Egypt, chofen, with the 
ntmoft circumfpe&ion, by a fcnate ftudious to prefervfc * 
the reputation they had acquired. Fabius Gurges was at 
the head of this embafiy; and with him were joined 
three curule aediles, two of them brothers of the Fabiaq 
family, and the third Q^Ogulnius. Their reception was 
equal tp their merit, and worthy of fo magnificent a 
prince. The particulars we have recounted in the hiftory 
pf Ptolemy Philadelphus. 

Next year the Romans, ftiO Under the apprehenfions 
that Pyrrhus would return once more into Italy, raifed to 
the confulate two great men, who had already borne that 
office, and commanded, with great reputation, the armies 
of the republic. Thefe were L. Papirius Curfor, and Sp. 
Corvilius, furnamed Maximus. Thefe generals had fcarce 
' entered Samnium with two armies, when a certain account 
came of the death of Pyrrhus, This intelligence threw the y r . of Fl, 
Saiimites ifcto defpair ; they now looked upon their.libert v 2086. 
us loft, and, like men in that unhappy fituation, put all Antc Chr « 
to tte hazard of a battle, in which they were entirely de- ^ c % lgs 
Jeated. Thus ended t}\\% bloody war, whiph had lafted 
feventy-two years, and procured the Roman generals m*Sam? 
fhirty-one triumphs. After the entire redu&ionof Sam- nitts, Lu* 
nium, the Lucanians and Brutians fubmitted; fo thaf €an \^ 9 
only Tarenti^m remained unpuniflied ; which the conful? faJjT'L 
foon inverted. There was a kind of civil war between ,&*// 
Milo in the citadel, aqd the Tarentines in the city 5 and 
the latter, as it is thought, had implored the affiftance of 
the Carthaginians, who lay with a fleet before the town, 
pretending tq have no defign but againft the Epirots and 
ithe citadel. The Romans attacked the city, taking care 
to prevent the Carthaginians from reducing the citadel/ 
With this view Papirius privately fignified to Milo, that 
if he would furrender the citadel, he and his garrifon 
fliould be fafely traqfported, with all their baggage and 
effefts, into Epirus f Milo liftened to this offer, and un- 
dertook to put {he city, as well as the citadel, into the 
conful's hand*;, He afiembled the Tarentines, and pre- 
vailed upon the?n to depute him to the conful, promifing 
to make fuch advantageous terms for them, that they 
(hould neither lofe their lives nor their effe&s. Milo per- 
formed his promife ; for Papirius, in order to hinder the 
Carthaginians from getting any footing in Italy, promifed 
him all he afked. The Romans, being foon after ad- 
mitted into t)ie city) did no violence tp the inhabitants. 
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The Roman HjftlJty. 

The Carthaginians; when they found themfehres difap. 
pointed, retired. The Tarentines were all difarmed* 
their (hips taken from them, their city difmantled, and 
;made tributary to Rome n . 

The Sabines, Volfci, Campanians* Hetrurians, and Sam* 
nites, being now utterly fubdued, the republic was at lei- 
fure to wipe off the dilhonour thrown upon her by aCam- 
panian legion, foon after the arrival of Pyrrhus in Italy. 
While that prince was at Tarentum, and the Carthagi- 
nians infefted all the Ionian Sea, the inhabitants of Rhe-p 
gium, fituated in the Southern extremity of Italy, near 
Sicily, applied for a Roman garrifon to defend them from 
an invafion. A legion was raifed in Campania for that 
purpofe, and fent under the command of Decius Jubellus. 
Thefe foldiers, having been ufed to a laborious life, began 
foon to envy the inhabitants the pleafures and eafe in 
which they lived ; and it was not long before they formed 
and executed a fcheme to make thofe advantages their 
pwn. They forged letters from thq Rhegians to Pyrrhus, 
importing an offer to put the place into his hands ; under 
this pretence they maffacred all the chief men of the city 
at a banquet ; and then, aflaulting the reft, either put 
them to the fword, or drove them out of the place. As 
for the women, they obliged them to marry the murderers 
of their fathers and hufbands. 

Thefe news were brought to Rome at a time when the 
affairs of the republic would not allpw her to punifh the 
perfifliqus legion ; but having now no enemy to fear, as 
foon as the new confute, C. Quin&ius Claudius and I* 
Genucius Clepfina, entered upon their office, the latter 
was ordered to turn his arms againft Rhegium. The 
ttfurpers not only called to their affiftance the Mamertines, 
who were originally Campanians, and had a&ed the fame 
part at Medina, as we have related in the hi (lory of Sicily, 
but opened an afylum for all the profligate wretches of 
the country, who flocked to the city in great crouds from 
the neighbouring countries The Campanians, thus re- 
inforced, made a vigorous defence, and refilled, till pro- 
vifions beginning to fail in the camp of the Romans, Ge*- 
nucius wa§ obliged to have recourfe to Hiero, king of Sy- 
racufe, who, by fupplying him not only with the corn he 
wanted, but with a reinforcement of feme Sicilian troops, 
•enabled him at la ft to make himfelf mailer of the place,. 
iQi about four thoufand men, of which the guilty legion 
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}u4 at firft confided, only three hundred remained alive, 
^hc reft having been killed in the feveral attacks made 
ppon the city. Thefe, as the Campanians enjoyed the 
privileges of Roman citizens, were fent prifoners to 
i&opie to be tried in that capital. The fenate condemned 
them to be beaten with rods, and then beheaded ; but, in 
prder to prevent a mutiny, which fo bloody an execution 
plight raife among the populace, the criminals were put 
to death on different days, in the forum, by 6fty at a 
time. Py thefe means Rome cleared berfelf of the fufpi- 
cion of having fent the Rhegians fuccours witl\ no other 
view than to feize their city. Such of the inhabitants as 
had efcaped the cruelty of the Campanian legion, were, 
by a decree of the fenate, reinftated in the pofieffion of 
their eftates, liberties, and laws °, - 

In the following year C. Genucius and Cn. Cornelius 
were raifed to the confulate. The former gained a vi&ory 
over the Sarcinates, a people of Umbria, and was on 
that account honoured with a triumph. The fuececding 
confuls, Q^Ogulnius Gallus, and C. Fabius Pi&or, were 
fent againft Lollius, a Samnite, who, having made his 
efcape from Rome, where he was kept as a hoftage, had 
feized a ftrong place in Samnium, and, being joined by 
the Caricini, a people of that country, laid the neigh- 
bouring provinces under contribution. The confuls bc- 
fieged the city of the Caricini, which made fo vigorous a 
refiftance, that they were very near failing in the enter- 
prize ; however, being privately admitted into the city by 
fome deferters, they made themfelves mailers of it, but 
not without the lofs of many legionaries. Under the fame 
confuls the Romans, who had hitherto ufed no money in 
commerce, except pieces of brafs, (lamped with the figures 
of a bull, a ram, and a boar, began to coin filver, and 
introduce it into commerce., The place appointed for 
the mint was the temple of Juno Moneta, and hence 
came the word money p. 

The following confuls, P. Sempronius Sophus, and 
Appius Claudius Craffus, fon to the famous Appius Clau- 
dius, entered Picenum jointly ; but new commotions in 
Umbria obliging them to feparate, Appius entered that 
country ; and, having made himfelf mafter of Camerinum, 
fold all the inhabitants for (laves, contrary to his agree- 
ment, depofiting the money accruing from* the fale in the 
public treafury, and feized all their lands. But the fenate 
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had tob much equity to authorifc fo wicked a fraud ; they 
caofed all thofe unhappy wretches to be carefully fought 
out, allowed them the privileges of Roman citizens, 
granted them a place upon Mount Avf ntine for their ha? 
bitation* and allotted to each of them at much land hi 
property as they had loft in Umbria «. 
fietmm In the mean time the other conful, Sempronius Sbphtts^ 
Wpptid* carried on the war againft the Picentes with grfeat fuccefc. 
He gained a complete vj&ory over them, which, how- 
ever, cpft him very dear j fo^ he loft the greater gart of 
his troops in the aftion, Afeuhim, the capital of Pice* 
iiu*n> fubmitted to the conqueror, and the whole nation 
gave themfelve* up to Rome ; a great inereafe of power 
to thfe republic, this 'country alone being able to fuppfy 
her armies with three hundred and fixty thoufahd men. 
The Romans, the better to Secure the newcanijtfefts, and 
keep the conquered nations in awe,, fent out two colonics, 
one to Ariminum in the country of the Picefttes, and an-i 
other to Beneventum in that of the Saitttfkci. This fitrie 
year the Sabines, who had hitherto enjoyed no dtWf £t*t 
tilcge but that of being incorporated in the legiotfs in- 
ftead of ferving as auxiliaries* were admitted to the right 
of fuffrage in the city r * 

The confuls of the following year, L. Julius Libo and 
M. Attilius Regulus, began a War with the Salentines, 
Their pretence was, that this nation had favoured the de- 
scent of Pyrrhus, and efpoufed the caufc of the Taren* 
tines * a pretence invented by the ambitious republic to 
rob her neighbours of their liberty. The chief cities of 
the Salentines were Hydruntum, Aletium, and Brundn- 
fium. This laft port was what the Romans chiefly covet- 
ed. It was fo advantageoufly (ituated, that, by being 
foafters of it, they knew they (hould be in a condition to 
contend with the nations beyond fea, and to carry waf 
Yr. of FK into Africa, A6a, and Greece. The Salentines disputed 
*09*. their country inch by inch j and though Attilius Regula* 
^6°*"** *°°k Brundufium, yet neither he, nor his colleague, had 
II. C?; 491. the glory of fubduing that gallant nation. Their fuccef* 
, , • „. fors, Numerius Fabius and Juhius Pera, took Aletiutn 
and Hydruntum, with other cities ; and, by thofe con- 
queftsj obliged the Salentines to fubmit. The fame cam- 
paign they fubdued the Sarcinates in Umbria ; and, on 
their return to Rome, were honoured each with two tri- 
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Vmpjis, for the redoftion of two tiatipns * a thing unheard 
of before in the republic •. 

- Rome ufas now miftfefs &f ttll fte countries in Italy, £ x umt f 
from the remoteft part of Hetruria to the Ionian Sea, and tht Emm* 
from the Tyrrhenian Sea to the Adriatic. But thefe na- ** * * * * 
lions did not all enjoy the faftie privileges; forjie were en«* 
tirely fubjeft to Rome, and had fco laws! but what they re- 
ceived from thence \ othets retained their old laws an$ 
euftoms, but in fabjeftion to the republic ; fome werg 
tributary, and others allies, obliged to furnifli the Roman 
^rifiy with troops, and maintain them at their own ex- 
pence. Some enjoyed the privilege of Roman citizen-* 
fliip ; their foldiers were incorporated in the legions : 
Others had likewife a right of fuffrafe in the elections 
made by the centuries in the Campus Martius. Thofe dif- 
ferent degrees of honour, privileges, and liberty, wefe 
founded oh the different terms granted to the conquered 
Upon their furrender, and Were afterwards enereafed, ac- 
cording tg tfifir fidelity, and the fervices they did the re- 
public. 

The fame of the Roman name being, after this great en* rhtJ^oIU* 
creafe of power and dominion, fpread into foreign count- niatts 
fries, their friendflup was courted by free cities, and whole court th§ 
nations on the other fide the fea. Apollonia, fituatcd {^{J** 
pver-againft Brutidufium, was. the firft city of Macedon 2tffik*" 
that feht ambafladors to defire the prote&ioft of Rome* 
Thiefe were kindly received by the fenatc ; but, upod 
feme occafion not mentioned in hrftory, infulted by Fa- 
bricius and Apronius, two young patricians, at this time 
sediles. The republic would not fuffer this breach of the 
law of nations to pafs unpuniihed ; they were both tried, 
and their fentence imported, that they mould be put into 
$he hands of the Apolloniates, carried into Macedon, and 
there punifhed at the pleafure of the people, whom they 
had offended in the perfons of their ambafladors. The 
republic obliged the offenders to abdicate the sedile- 
fhip, before they fet out from Rome ; and left the ambaf- 
fedors fhould be infuhed on the road by the friends afid 
relations of Fabricius and Apronius, they were conduct- 
ed to Brundufium, together with the prifoners, by a de- 
tachment of troops under the command of a quseftor. 
'[The Apolloniates were deeply afle£cd by this mark of re- 
card. The prifoners were hofpitably received, and then 
feat back to Rome. This event gave rife to a law, which 
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hfted as long as the republic ; whereby it was ena&ed, 
that if any citizen, of what quality foever, infulted an, 
ambaffador, he fhould be delivered up to the injured na- 
tion *. 

The republic now enjoying profound tranquility both 
$t home and abroad, the new confuls, Q. Fabius Gurges 
and L. Mammiiius Vifulus, applied theimelves to the re- 
gulation of the public revenues. Thefe arofie from tho 
tributes each nation paid; from the rents of certain 
arable and pafture lands, which the republic referved, as 
her demefnes, whenever (he distributed any conquered 
lands among citizens * from the tenth of the produce of 
all lands, which were dependent upon her ; and laftiy* 
from the imports upon .all merchandize imported into her 
dominions. The four quseftors, already appointed to re* 
ceive and pay the public monies, were not fufficient to 
manage the bufinefs, even before the late conquefts. It 
being therefore, afyfolutely neceffary to augment the num- 
ber of thefe officers, four new ones were created, witb 
the title of provincial quaeftors, to take charge of the four 
provinces, intp which the republic had' divided her con- 
quefts (B). ft 
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(B) Thequaeftorofthefirft 
province refided at OfHa, and 
his quseftorfhip reached from 
the fprings of the Tiber and the 
Arnus to the mouth of the Li- 
ris, and comprehended Hetru- 
ria, Latium, Sabinia, Umbria, 
and in fliort all the coafls of 
the Tufcan Sea, and all the 
lands between that fea and the 
Apennines. The quaeftor of 
the fecond province refided at 
Cale in Campania, and had 
under his jurifdidtion all the 
country between the Liris and 
the Gulf of Tarentum ; that 
is, Campania, Samnium, Lu- 
cania, the country of the Bru- 
tii, and (Enorria. The third 
province reached from the 
Apennines to the fhore of the 
Adriatic Sea, and was called 
the Gallic qtueftorlhip. It 



contained the countries for- 
merly conquered by the Gauls, 
efpecially the Senones, from 
the Rubicon to the jEfis, and 
alfo Picenum, the country of 
the Frentani, and all the othe? 
countries as far as Apulia. 
The fourth quaeftbrfhip, of 
which we have not fo difrtn£t 
an account as of the other 
three, could only comprrfe 
Apulia, Calabria, and the ter- 
ritories of the Salentines, Mef- 
fapians, and Tarentines. For 
thefe four, provinces Rome 
created four new quaeftors ; 
and it was then fettled, jhat all 
the eight quaeftors (hould for 
the future be chofen in the co- 
mitia by tribes. After the 
elections, which were renewed 
every vear, the eight quaeftors 
drew lots in the brefence of 
th« 
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it was often the fate of the Romans to be affli£l&d with* **»* *f~ 
«lomeftie misfortunes, when they were not engaged in- /**** 
any war 5 an.d this was the cafe at prefent: a contagion. SJLJJ 
broke out, which made a dreadful havock both in the 
city and country. Recourfe being had to the Sibylline 
books* according to cuftom, it was fuppofed to be there 
found, that fome fecret crimes had drawn down . the 
wrath of heaven upon the republic. A Veftal, named 
Caparania, was found, upon diligent enquiry, guilty, of 
incontinence* and condemned to be buried alive without 
the gate Collina. The guilty Veftal, to avoid fo cruel a 
death, ftrangled herfelf ; but the fame ceremonies of in- 
terment were performed over the dead body, as if fhe had 
been living. 

While the two confuls, Fabius Gurges and Mammilius A war 
Vitulus, were employed in works of peace, an unex- withthi 
pe£ke<f war fprung up in the very bowels of the republic. ^iT* 
Volfinii, one of the capital cities of the twelve Hetrurian v °^ mu 
lucumonies, had been allowed by the Romans to enjoy 
her ancient laws and form of government ; but as the in- 
habitants no longer confidered themfelves as a free and 
independent people, they defpifed the public offices, and 
fufFered their freedmen to ufurp them, giving themfelves 
wholly up to their pleafures. Thefe freedmen became, 
by degrees, tyrants in that little republic, and made it 
their whole bufinefs to humble their old matters. They 
took away their wives by force, and carried their info- 
knee and licentioufnefs fo far, that they pafled a law, 
that no virgin, daughter of a man free-Dora, fliould be 
married to a hufband of the like condition, till (he had 
fubmitted to the paffion of a freedman. To thefe indig- 
nities they 'added the banifhments and proscriptions of 
the moft worthy citizens. The Volfinienfes, defpairing 
of being able to redrefs their grievances by their own in- 

the people, to decide who public treafury. The provin- ' 

(hould have the Roman % who cial qusftorfhips were defired 

the military, and who the pro- by the ambitious, before Rome 

vincial quaeftorfhips. The mi- had extended her conqueftabe- 

litary quaeftors attended the yond Italy ; but little coveted 

confuls in their expeditions, after the republic had brought 

kept the military cheft, paid the Eaft and Weft under fub- 

th^ troops, and fold the pri- je&ion, and great kingdoms 

fenerft and fpoils taken from were become fo many pro- 

the enemy. The Roman vinces under her dominion. 
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hjrta! ftrength, fent deputies to Rome, to implore ttxfc 

affiftaijce of the republic* The deputies fet out privately* 

and parried on their negotiations with great fecrecy ; but* 

nevertfaetefs, the freedmen, getting notice of the whole, 

put them to death at their return ; and when the conful 

Fabius, who was fent againft them with a fmall army of 

volunteers, appeared before their city, they even ventured 

¥k* ktmful to ^ a€C ^" n * n t ^ 1G fi e ^d, and give him battle. Fabius de- 

Fabius feat^d them ; but as he entered the town with the run* 

Curget aways, he received a mortal wound frorrt an unknown 

*&*& , hand. Thus fell a great man, who had- been honoured 

with triumphs, embaffies* and three confulates, and who, 

contrary to the expe&ation of the great Fabius, his fa- 

• ther, did no way degenerate from the virtue of bis an- 

ceftors. The conful was no fooner carried out of the 

crowd, than the freedmen fell upon the Romans with 

fucK fury, that they obliged them to retire. Then De* 

cius Mas, lieutenant to Fabius, inverted VolGmi, and 

began to befiege it in form •, but it was not taken till the 

arrival of M. Fulvius Flaccus, one of the confute for the 

toffi** riext year, who forced the freedmen to furrender at difc 

Ci cretion, and put ail thofe, who had a£ted any part in this 

^ * fcene of villainy, to death* The ancient citizens, and 

thofe who had not been concerned in the revolt, were 

tranfplanted to another place, and their city rafed. This 

cpnduft of Flaccus was fo agreeable to the republic, that 

{he granted him the honours of a triumph. He entered 

Rome in ftate, on the calends of February, in the year 

fuccekiing this, which was the year of his confukie 1 * 

We have anticipated this latter part of the hiftory, to 

avoid blending an affair of To little, importance with the 

great events that are to follow. 
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"The Biftery of Rome, frm the fir Ji Garthagi* 
nian War to thefecond. 

SECT- t. 

Prtm the Commencement of the firft Carthagiwn fPar* 
to the Death of the Conful Regains. 

TH E Carthaginians, when the war firft broke out Occafmn 
between their republic and that of Rome, were ofthefirf 
poffefled of extenfive dominions in Africa \ had made r "P tur * 
confiderable acquifitions in Spain \ were mafters of Sar- J^'^ 
dinia, Corfica, and all the iflands on the coafts of Italy ; Gtrtimg* 
and had extended their conquefts to a great part of Sicily. 
Ttie Mamertines, of whom we have ipoken at length in 
the hiftory of Sicily, being vanquished in battle^ and re* 
duced to great ftraite by Hiero, king of Syracufe* had re* 
folved to deliver up Mefiana, the only city which they' 
now poffefled, to that prince, with whofe mild govern* 
raent, and ftrtd probity, they were well acquainted* 
Accordingly, Hiero was advancing to take pofleffion of 
that important place', when Hannibal, who at that time 
commanded the Carthaginian army in Sicily, prevented 
him by a ftratagem. The artful African met Hiero, irt 
appearance to congratulate him on his vi&ory 5 and 
amufed him, while fome of the Carthaginian troops filed 
off towards Mefiana. The Mamertines, feeing their city 
fapported by a new reinforcement, were divided in their 
opinions. Some were for accepting the proteftion oi 
Carthage \ others were ftill for furrendering to the king v 

of Syracufc ; but the greater part were for calling the 
Romans to the affiltance of a city, whofe inhabitants 
Were originally Italians. The arrival of their deputies at 
Rome occafioned debates in the fenate 5 but in the end 
they came into the meafures of the people, who, from 
the beginning, were bent upon driving the Carthaginians 
out of Meflana* 

It was decreed, that Appius Claudius, furnamed Cau* 
dex, who was then conful. with M. Fulvius Flaccus, 
fhould be fent into Sicily, to attempt the deliverance of 
Meflana. Of his gallant behaviour, and the fuccefs thac 

attended 
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attended him ; of the fignal vi&qry he gained Over Hietty 
king of Syracufe; ofjhe progrefsi of ,the Roman arms, 
under the confuls^Manius Valerius and Manius Otacilius, 
his fucceflbrs, and the alliance concluded between, them 
and king ftfcrd, wd have fpokeii in the blftory of Sicily* 
to which we refer the reader. 
Thg R*» ^^ e R° mans having, after this alliance, no enemies to 

mans re- contend with but the Carthaginians, and being fupplied 
duct few- with all manner of provifions oy - tiiero, now their friend 
ra/ places anc i ally 9 made themfelves mafters of all the places on the 
sm Sutly. ^ e ft ern coa ft Q f si c ;iy. The inhabitants of Segefta ami 
Aliena maflacred the African garrifon, and. opened their 
gates to the confuls. The cities of Hilara, Tyrita, and 
Afcela, were taken by affatilt, and treated with, great 
rigour. The campaign being ended, . the confuls led 
back moft of the troops, and putting them into winter- 
quarters on the cqaft of Italy, returned to Rome, where 
Valerius was decreed a triumph,' and honoured with the 
furname of Meffala. This year Cn. Fujvius Centumalus 
was created didator, who chofe Q. Majxius Fhilippus for 
-his general of the horfe. But their only buGnefs was to 
drive a nail into the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, to 
{lop, a plague which raged at Rome w . 
Both con- * ^ e new con f u l s » L. Pofthumius Megellus and Q. Ma- 
jM s or . milius Vitulus, were ordered to pafs over into Sicily* 
deredinto The republic, depending on the alliance of king Hiero, 
Sicily, thought it advifeable to leflen the number of troops in 
that fervice, and therefore appointed them two legions 
only* They fet out from Rome, and, embarking at Rhe- 
gium, landed at Meflana, without meeting with any op- 
pofition. They no fooner landed, than they afiemblcd 
the reinforcements they were to receive in that country, 
and marched to Agrigentum, which the Carthaginians 
had made their magazine of arms and provifions. The 
¥ place was ftrong by nature, and had been rendered almoft 

impregnable by the new works with which the Cartha- 
ginians had fecured it during the winter, with a view to 
make it their place of refuge, in cafe of any mifcarriage or 
difafter. It was defended by a numerous garrifon, under 
the command of Hannibal, a general of known valour 
They be- and great experience in war. However, the Romans en- 
JUge Agrir camped before the place, blocking it up on all fides. As. 
iemtum\ jtwjis then harveft-time, and the fruitful fields of Sicily 

wPolyb. lib. i. cap. 10, u. Zonar. lib. viii. cap 9. Frontia. 
Stratag. lib. iv. cap. f. Tab* Triumph* Senec. de firevit. Vit. 
cap. 13. 

were 
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Were cohered with corn, the confute gave their foldierf 
leave to reap it in frnall parties, in order to provide againft 
the wants which ufually attend long fieges. Hannibal re* 
fctkad to take advantage of this breach of military difci- 
plkie, and made two fatties at the fame time ; one upon 
the reapers, and the other upon the Roman camp. The 
reapers were overpowered by the Carthaginians, and for 
the moft part cut in pieces. But the Romans in the camp 
repulfed the enemy with great daughter, and purfued 
them to the very gates of the city. After this a&ion, the 
Carthaginians were more cautious in their fallies, and 
the confute took care not to fuffer their men to forage in 
fmall parries. The Carthaginians making no more fallies, 
tfie Romans thought it advifeable to divide their army into 
two bodies ; with one they encamped near the temple of 
JEfculapius, at fooie diftanee from the city, while the 
other took pott on the road to Heraclea ; and lines of cir- 
cumvallation and contravallation were formed to fecure 
them againft failies from within, and attacks from without* 

The Romans were plentifully fupplied with all necefla. 
ries from Erbeffa, a city not far from Agrigentum, 
whither they were brought from all parts of Sicily, and 
fafely conveyed from thence to the camps. Thus they 
continued before the place five months, hoping to reduce 
it by famine. As there were no fewerthan fifty thoufarfd 
fouls in Agrigentum, the city was reduced to great diffi- 
culties. But Hannibal fuported their courage with pro- 
mifes ; and from time to time difpatched, notwithftand- 
ing the vigilance of the Romans, meflengers to Carthage, 
to folicit fpeedy fuccours. The Carthaginians having 
made levies in Africa, Spain, Gaul, and Liguria, embark* 
ed, under the command of Han no, fifty thoufand chofen 
foot, fix thoufand horfe* ! and fixty elephants, ordering 
them to fail to Sicily, and attempt the relief of Agrigen- 
tum. Hanno, without lofs of time, fet fail, and, landing 
his forces at Lilybaeum> marched from thence to Hera- 
clea, witjhin twenty miles of Agrigentum. There he re- ' 
eeived a deputation from fome. of the inhabitants of Er- 
befla, where the Romans had their magazines, offering to 
put the town into his hands. The Carthaginian, over- 
joyed, at this meiTage, marched with all his forces to Er- 
befla, which was accordingly delivered up to him ; fo that 
the Romans, who had been hitherto the befiegers, were 
now befieged : all their convoys beinjf intercepted, they 
were reduced to fuch difficulties, that they often deliberated 
about raifing the ficge j and would have -certainly aban* 

Vol. X. A a doned 
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doned the enterprize, had not Hiero fupplied them to the 
beft of his power j but notwithftanding all his efforts, they 
laboured under a grievous dearth, and this produced a 
diftemper which daily fwept off great numbers. In the 
mean time Agrigentum heing reduced to the utmoft ex- 
tremity by famine, Hannibal found means to acquaint 
Hanno with the deplorable condition of the place, who 
thereupon refolved to put the whole to the. iffue of a gene- 
ral engagement, thinking himfelf a match for the Romans, 
who were greatly weakened by ficknefs and fatigue. 

Accordingly, having imparted his defign to Hannibal, 
and ordered him to make a fally the moment the Romans 
appeared in the plain, he marched with all his troops 
from Heraclea, fending his Numidian horfe before, with 
orders to advance to the entrenchments of the Romans, as 
if they defigned to force them ; but, in cafe the Romans 
made a (ally, they were to retire towards , the army. 
Thefe orders were punctually executed. The Roman 
cavalry attacking the Numidians, and purfuing them too 
far, were furrounded by the whole army, and either taken 
or cut in pieces. Notwithftanding this advantage, Hanno, 
porting himfelf on Mount Taurus, about a mile and a half 
from the Romans, continued there two months, without 
{hewing any inclination to come to a decifive a&ion. At 
length Hannibal giving him notice, as well by fignals from 
the town as by expreffes, that the garrifon could no longer 
hold out, and that they deferted by companies to the Ro- 
mans, Hanno was forced to venture an engagement, to 
which the Romans were equally difpofed. ' Both armies 
formed in a large plain between the two camps, and en- 
gaged with incredible fury. The fuccefs continued doubt- 
ful, till the mercenaries, who were in the vanguard of 
the Carthaginian army, fled. In their flight they fell in 
among the elephants, which they put into diforder, and 
by thefe means entirely broke the fine that fuftained the 
rear. By this accident, the whole army being difcom- 
pofed, the Carthaginians fled in a disorderly manner, the 
Romans purfuing them with great flaughter. Hannibal 
attempted to make a fally, and bring his forces to the 
affiftance of Hanno ; but was repulfed by the troops which 
the confuls had pofted at all the avenues to the city, and 
obliged to return after he had loft a great number of mem 
In this battle the Romans took eleven elephants, wounded 
thee, and. killed thirty. As to the number of men killed 
in the afiion and purfuit, it is not exa&ly known. The 
enemy, after the defeat, retired to Heraclea, which they 

reached 
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Reached with great difficulty! the plain bring all covered 
with dead bodies *. . 

HanniBal perceiving that thfc Romans, after the fatigues 
6f fo glorious a day, were lefs upon their guard, marched 
oat at midnight with the grcateft part of his troops, and, 
filling up the Roman trenches, made his efcape, and re* 
tired, with his forces, to a place of fafety. The Agri- 
gentines, to revenge themfelves for beirig thus abandoned, 
and, at the fame time to make their court to the confuls, 
rnaflacred the Carthaginians who were left in the city. 
But fuch cruelties not being agreeable to the Romans, the 
confuls gave up the city, after it had furrendered at dis- 
cretion, to be plundered ; and above twenty-five thoufand 
perfons of free condition were made flaves. Such was the 
fuccefs of a fiege, which had % lafted feven months, and 
was the moft remarkable and difficult the Romans had 
ever yet undertaken. The cohqueft was both important 
and glorious : the bc(iegers are faid to have loft, in the 
battle, and in the frequent flrirmiflies, by famine and 
other hardfhips, about thirty thoufand men, Romans and 
allies y . The campaign being ended with the reduction 
of Agrigentum, the confuls returned to Mefiana and from 
thence to Rome. 

The conqueft of Agrigentum infpired the Romans with 
hopes of fubduing all Sicily. The only difficulty was* 
how to make themfelves mafters of the maritime rides 
without the afliftancc of a fleet, equal at lead to that of 
Carthage. Hitherto they had transported their troops on 
board of veflels borrowed of their neighbours, the Ta- 
rentines, Locrians, and Neapolitans. But now the re- 
public formed a defign of being as formidable at fea as 
flie was by land, and ordered a hundred and twenty vef- 
fels to be built (C). The Romans immediately fet about 

this 
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x Polyb. ibid. cap. 19. Diod. 
cap. 10. r Eutrop. lib. viii. 

(C) Polybius tells us (1), 
that the Romans were utter 
Grangers to naval affairs, and 
quite ignorant of the art of 
building fhips, before the firft 
Punic war. He adds, that it 
Would have been impoffible for 
them to build and equip a fleet, 



Sic. in Excerpt. Zonan lib. viii. 
Zonar. Jib. viii. cap, ro. 

had not fortune, by a mere ac- 
cident, inftructed them in the 
method; for a Carthaginian 
galley, venturing too near the 
fiiore, chanced to be ftranded, 
and was taken by the Roman* 
before the mariners, could get 
her off. This galley ferved 



(1) Polyb. lib. i. 
▲.a a 



thtra 
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this laborious piece of wopk, cut down trees in their fo- 

•,.V v refts, and conveyed them to the fea-fide with an expedi- 

. ticm peculiar to themfelves. This fleet was equipped, as, 

* * r - £ olybius informs us, in two months, reckoning from the 
... ♦ ! day the trees began to be cut in the forefts ; and con- 

* *• M j fafted of a hundred galleys with five benches of rowers, 

and twenty with three (I)). 
*■ n While 



them for a model; for they 
built by it, fays he, a fleet of 
an hundred and twenty gallies. 
That author was certainly mif- 
faken, when he wrote, that 
the Romans had no (hips at fea 
before the firft Punic war. It 
is not eaiy to reconcile him 
with himfelf on this fubjeft; 
for when he elfwhere (2) fpeaks 
of the articles of a treaty a- 
greed on by the Romans and 
Carthaginians, in the conful- 
ihip of Brutus and Horatius, 
immediately after the expulfion 
of the Tarquins, he tells us, 
that one of the articles was to 
this efteft, that the Romans, 
and the allies of the Romans, 
fkould not fail beyond the 
Fair Promontory, unlefs con- 
ftrained by weather, or by an 
enemy. In two other treaties, 
of which he gives us the tran- 
fcripts, there are feveral claufes 
to the fam^ effeft. Thefe pre- 
cautions, on the fide of the 
Carthaginians, manifeitly fup- 
pofe, that the Romans had at 
that time Alps, traded to A- 
frica, and were not fo unac- 
quainted with naval affairs, as 
.Polybius reprefents them to 
.have been at the beginning of 
,the firft Punic war. Neither 
<can Polybiusbe underftood as. 
. fpeaking only of fhips of war, 
^ it being .plain, from the rea-r 
ions er tffe Tarentine war 



agreed on by all hifiorians, 
that the Romans had at that 
time a fleet often gallies ; nay, 
we are told by all the ancients, 
that, long before the Taren- 
tine war, the conful Maenius, 
having ruined the port of An- 
tium, carried part of the fleet 
of the Antiates, which con- 
fined of twenty gallies, to 
Rome, and laid them up in 
the place appointed for build- 
ing (hips* It js no lefs certain, 
that, many years before the 
firft Punic war, the Roman 
people appointed the duumviri 
navales, 'whofe province was 
confined to the infpedfcion and 
repairing of fhips of the re- 
public. However, it is cer- 
tain, that the Romans, wholly 
intent upon the reducing of 
the neighbouring ftates, were 
but little acquainted with na- 
val affairs, till they began to 
make war out of their own 
continent. 

(D) While fome were em- 
ployed in building the gallies, 
others, aflembling thofe who 
were to ferve in the fleet, in- 
ftrufted them in the ufe of the 
oar after the following manner, 
which at firft feemed fome- 
what ridiculous: they con- 
trived benches on .the more in 
the fame order as they were to 
t be in the galleys ; and, placing 
' their feamen with their oars in 



(*) Poly b. lib. iii. 
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While the galleys were building, the new confute, L. 
Valerius Flaccus, and T. Otacilius, brother to M. Otaci- 
lius, who had been conful two years befpre, fet out for 
Sicily, where they eafily reduced all the cities that were 
at any dUfcance from the fea: but while they were em- 
ployed in fubduing the inland countries, the Carthagi- 
nians either kept fteady in their intereft, or brought un- 
der fUbjeftion, all the places on the coaft. So that both 
jpartfes Were equally fuccefsful. 

' In the beginning of the confulate of Cn. Cornelius 
Scip.io Afina, and C. Duilius, the fleet being equipped, the 
two confuls chofe their different commands by lot. The 
command of the fleet fell to Cornelius, and that of the 
land-forces to Duilius. The latter immediately fet out 
with Jbwo legions, and pafled the ftreights. Cornelius 
followed' him with feventeen new-built gallics, fleering 
his courfe along the coaft to Meffana, to'givedire&ions foj 
the reception and fecurity of the fleet. Upon his arrival 
he was, informed, fome fay by men hired for that purpofe 
t y ttannibali that the ifland and city of Lipara wouB 
fufreiidejr F6" the Romans upon the firft fummons. Corne- 
lius, 'giving credit to this report, immediately failed with 
%is fquadrSn for Lipara, and entered the harbour. But a't 
break of day he found himfelf blocked up by a greater num- 
ber of Carthaginian veflels, under the command of Boodes, 
a fenator. In this furprize Cornelius, faw no remedy but 
to fubmit, and accordingly yielded up "Tiinrfelf and his 
fquadron to the enemy (E). In the mean time the huri- 
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like manner upon the benches, 
an pfficer, by figps with his 
hana\'inftru£ted them hpw xp 
'dip their oars all at the fame 
time, and How to recover tneni 
out of* the' water, JSy this* 
mean's they^became acquainted 
witfc the management df * the 
oat< ;*and, a* foon as the vef- 
fels were built and equipped, 
they fpent fome time mprac- 
tifing 4 on the water wjiat they' 
.had learo't ashore (3). , .,, ,, 
(E) ; f hus Pblybfus (4). Fut 
Liyy (5) tells us, that the 

(3) Polyb. ibid, ctp.ao, iu 
(5) In Epitome lib. xvii. 
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over into 
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Carthaginian invited Corne- 
lius, and his tribunes^ that i«, 
the commanders 'of his gallici, 
on board Jiis' (hip, to confer 
about 'the differences between 
the two M republics in' am ami- 
cable manner; and thattlte 

Vtoniul,' beings weak: enough* fc 
truft to the honour of Boodes, 

•was feized -by him, wkh all 
his officer^.; and. fe*t tor Ca.v 
thage : this aujhpr adds, dhat 

• the fOtUadrQij, being, thus de- 
prived of all its' com mandefs, 
furrendered without fighting. 

., . , ,. r * v 

(4} Pblyb. lsbu i. ' cap. a*. 
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dred and three Roman gallies, which had remained in the 
ports, fet fail according to the orders Cornelius had given, 
and, coafting along Italy, made the beft of their way to* 
wards the mouth of the ftreights. Hannibal, upon ad- 
vice that the Roman, fleet was at fea, failed with a fqua- 
dron of fifty galleys to take a view of their new-fafliioned 
veflels. JJis curiofity coft him dear \ for the Roman fleet 
appearing, when he lead expected it, immediately atr 
tacked his fquadrpn with great vigour, and either funk or 
took the greateft part Qf hjs gallies, Hannibal himfelf 
pfcaping with much difficulty, when bis whole fleet be- 
lieved him loft. The Romans, after this v}£tory, pur- 
sued their courfe to Sicily ; and, being informed of the 
defeat and captivity of Cornelius, who was to have com- 
manded them, they fent an exprefs forthwith to Duilius, 
who had the command of the land-forces in the ifland. 
Duilius, being now fole commander at fea and land, went 
immediately on board the fleet- The reflection be made 
on the heaviness of his gallies, did not a little abate bis 
confidence ; for the Romans plainly faw, even in the 
battle, that their veflels were much more unwieldy in 
working, thai; thofe of the enemy. But an engineer in 
the fleet found ineans to make amends for this defec>, 
by devifmg that machine, w|)ich was afterwards called 
corvus (F)» 

The invention of this machine giving the canful more 
confidence, he left the command of the lanS-forces to his 
fubalterns, and fet fail for Mylae to encounter the enemy, 
who had made a defcent on that cqaft. The Carthagi- 
nians, who defpifed the Romans as ignorant of fea-af- 
iFairs, were overjoyed when they firft defcried their fleet. 
They did not give themfelves the trouble \o draw up their 
, fliips in line of battle, but advanced with a fquadron in 
diforder up to the unwieldy triremes of the Romans, 
dreaming of nothing but pertain viftory. They were at 
firft furprifed at the fight of the engine, not knowing the 
ufe of it : but the Carthaginians, looking upon thofe ma- 
chines as idle inventions of perfons not acquainted with 
the. fea, rowed up with confidence to the Roman gallies, 
and began the battle. The Romans, however, grappling 
if jth them by the Jielp of their corvi, and boarding their 

(F) This was a moving grappled, and boarded the (hips 
•age, by means of which they of the enemy (i). 

(j) Polyb. lib. i. p. S+. Follard's Diffcrt. on tbc Corvus. 
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Chips with great eafe, fought hand to hand with them 
upon deck as on firm ground. Being more expert in thi? 
kind of fight than the Carthaginians, and better armed, 
they foon gained the afcendant over them, and took tkiity 
fhips, with all their crews. Among thefe was the ad* 
mural's own galley, a feptiremis, which had been taken 
formerly by the Carthaginians from king Pyrrhus. Han- 
nibal himfelf was on board of it ; but, when he faw the 
Romans entering his galley, he leaped into a fmall boat, 
and efcaped. At length the reft of the Carthaginian fleet, 
confiding of a hundred and twenty gallies, came up, 
and fell upon the Romans. As they had greatly the ad- 
vantage in the lightnefs of their veffels, they nimbly rowed 
round the Roman gallies, in order to avoid the corvi. 
But the Romans having learnt the .art of working their 
fhips, fo as to prefent their machines to the enemy, which 
way foever they approached them, they took fifty more 
of the Carthaginian {hips, and obliged the reft to retire 
into the neighbouring ports of Sicily. In thefe two en- 

fagements the Romans took feven thpufand prifoners, 
illed feven thoufand men, funk thirteen (hips, and- took 
eighty. After this victory Duilius, going afhore, put 
himfelf at the head of the land-forces, relieved Segefta, 
which was befieged by Hamilcar, and made himfelf 
mafterof Macella, though defended by. a numerous gar- 
rifon *• 

The campaign being ended, Duilius returned to Rome, 
but left his legions in Sicily. During his abfence a dis- 
pute arofe between them and the Sicilian auxiliaries. The 
Sicilians complained, that the Romans were always placed 
in the moft honourable pofts, that is, in the moft dan- 
gerous. The difference proceeded fo far, that the Sici- 
lians feparated from the Romans, and encamped by them*- 
felves. Hamilcar, who was too vigilant not to draw ad- 
vantages from this mifunderftanding, attacked the Sici- 
lians in their entrenchments, and put four thoufand of 
them to the fword. He then drove the Romans from 
their pofts, took feveral cities from them, and over-ran 
great part of the country. In the mean time Hannibal, 
after having been overcome in the fea-engagement by the 
Romans, leaving Sicily, failed with the remains of his 
fhattered fleet to Carthage. In order to fecure himfelf 
from puniihment, he had fent one of his friends with all 
fpeed, before the battle was known, to acquaint the fe- 
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nate, that the Romans had put to fea wkh a good mimbe* 
of heavy ill-built veflels, carrying fome machine which 
the Carthaginians had never feen before. After the mef* 
fenger had given the feriate this account of die Roman 
fleet, he afted them whether it was their opinion, that 
Hannibal flimild : attack them. The anfwer was tinarri* 
mous : " Let our admiral (they cried out with one voice), 
fight the Romans, and punifh *them for daring to brave 
us on our own element." Then Hannibal's friepd ac» 
quainted them with what had happened. st What you 
now command (faid he), Hamiifeal has ventured to do. 
Fortune indeed has not favoured him ; hut who -can be 
*nfwerable for the event of things ? Hannibal thotght as 
you do. And fhall the uncertainty of fortune be deemed 
a crime ?" As the fenators could not blame him without 
condemning themfelves, they fpared his life, but deprived 
him of the command of the fleet *. 

"While the Carthaginians thus difgraced their unfortui 
tiate admiral, the Romans heaped honours on the btavi 
Duilitis. A *vi£tery gained by lea was more valued at this 
jun&ure, that all the cqnquefts their confuls and dicta- 
tors had formerly atchieved by land. The* conful en- 
tered the city in triumph, attended with the acclamations 
of all Rome. A mark of diftin&ion was granted hfan, 
tyhich had ftever been heard of before. Whenever he re- 
turned from, fupper, he. was attended with mufic and 
torches. This honour was granted for once only to thofe 
who triumphed, when they returned home in the even- 
ing from the fblemn feaft, which was prepared -at the cx- 
pence of the public on fuch occafions, /But toDuillus this 
diftinftion was continued as long as he lived. To perpe- 
tuate the memory df his triumph, -medals were (truck, and 
a pillar of white marble was ere&ed to his honour in the 
forum Romanum (G). 

The confute for- the next year were L.'CorndiuaSct- 
pio, and C. Aquilius Rarus. The command of the fleet 
fell by lot to the former, and that of the land-forees to 
the latter. They were both ordered into Sicily, but Cor- 

» Polyb. Dwd. Sic. ibid. Vai. Max. lib.' vii. cap. 3. Aua. Vir. 
JUuftr. Zonar. ibid. 

(G) This pillar, called co- and placed by the care of car- 
lumna roftrata, from the beaks dinal Alexander Farnefe in the 
of the (hips, in Latin rqfira^ Capitol : where it ftill remains: 
that were fattened to it, was but the infcription is fo effaced 
accidentally recovered in 1560, as to be unintelligible. 

neljus 
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nelius had leave to make am attempt upon the ifl&adsof 
Corfica and Sardinia, if an opportunity pjFered.i While he 
was employed in getting ready the fleet in different port* 
of Italy* bis colleague was detained at Rome, to fupp&fs a danger* 
as dangerous oonfpwacy* The cepuhlic hadtcau&d a great cus conjpi- 
dumber of men to be brought to Some, from all the p*o* ra <y ** 
winces fubjeft fo her, to fexve. as rowesson board her gaUcyau RoMgm 
.Among thefe were four tboufand Samnkes, wi*©, being 
unwilling to enter in the fea-ferwice, and finding a plot 
formed by the dtfeontented flaves to burn ajid pluader the 
city, entered intp the confpiracy, and joined the Saves* 
who were three thaufand in number. As they wanted a 
leader, they pitched upon one Errius Potitius, who com* 
manded the auxiliaries, a man of Jinown experience. Er* 
rius feemed to enter heartily into their meafures, till he 
had learned the whole {beret, and then he difcovered it to 
the fenate. .All the flaves were put in irons by their 
matters, and the Samnites imprifoned b . 

Durklg thefe diftrattions at Rome, Cornelius had 
weighed anchor, and was already on the coafts of Corfica* 
-As -men are generally fond of new undertakings, the con- 
ful thought the two iflands of Corfica and Sardinia worthy 
oft campaign. An4 indeed no conqueft, next to that ojf 
•Sicily, could fo welFmifwer the end me republic then had 
in view, which was, to gain the empire of the fea. The 
Carthaginians, who were then mailers of them, had fbi> # 
Mfied fome places in thefe iflands, in-order to be nearer to 
Italy, and make themfelves formidable to the maritime 
cities. The conful attacked Corfica, which he eafily re- The Re* 
duoed, after he had made himfelf mafter of Aleifia, the #W**«** 
only ftrong place in the ifland. From Corfica he firiied to ?^ r Jw" 
Sardinia, *iid appeared with his £eet f pff Glbia, a large Saniini^] 
city on the eaft fide of the ifland. Rut as die place was 
-defended by a numerous garrifon, and the conful wanted 
iand-forces, he failed back to Italy, took on board h^s 
-fleet as many troops as he could conveniently carry, and, 
returning to Sardinia, made a defoent, and laid fiege to 
Olbia. Hannt), who had behaved fo well in Sicily, de- 
fended the place with incredible bravery ; but being killed 
in one of the attacks, the Carthaginians were obliged to 
•fiirrender to the conqueror, who gave the Africans an m- 
^ftance of humanity, to which they were utter ftrangsrs : 
he honoured the dead body of their general with magni- 
ficent obfequies,.apd attended it in perfon to the place of 

. * Orof. lib. iv. cap. 7. Zonar. ljb. viii. 

burial. 
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burial c . The conful did not fuffer the ardour of his troops 
to cool, but befieged and took moft of the maritime cities, 
driving the Carthaginian every where before him. 

In the mean time Aquilius, arriving in Sicily, repaired 
the loffes the republic had fuftained m that ifland, fince 
the departure of Duilius. Hamilcar had taken from the 
Romans the cities of Enna and Camerina, and fortified 
Drepanum, a place of great importance on account of its 
harbour. As the conful Aquilius had been detained at 
Rome to fupprefs the confpiracy, and did not arrive in 
Sicily till the campaign was near ended, the republic re- 
called his colleague Cornelius to prefide at the ele&ion of 
the new confuls ; when A. Attilius Collatinus, and C. 
Sulpicius Paterculus, .were chofen. The command of 
the fleet fell to the latter, and that of the land-forces to 
Attilius. Aquilius was continued in the command of the 
army in Sicily with the title of proconful, till the arrival 
of Attilius ; during which time he drove Hamilcar out of 
Myjtffra- the field, and laying fiege to Myfiftratum, a city of great 
twain Si- Jlrength, which the Romans had often endeavoured im 
«& iakgn * vain to reduce, brought it to fuch ftraits, thtt it furrender- 
ed to his fucceflbr Attilius foon after his arrival. The 
proconful, upon his return to Rome, was honoured with 
a triumph, as was his colleague Cornelius, for the con- 
.quefts he had made in Sicily and Sardinia d . From My- 
.fiftratum, Attilius led his army to Camerina ; but on his 
way was furrounded in a deep valley by the Carthaginians, 
who, under the command of Hamilcar, My concealed on 
the hills, fo that all the avenues being blocked up, he 
The Roman could neither advance nor retire. In this extremity a le» 
mrmyfav* nonary tribune, called by fome writers Caeditius, by others 
*br 4 *f kaberius, b ut ty the greatcft number M. Calpurnius 
efaionarj Mamma^ defired the conful to give him three hundred 
tribnnt. chofen men, promiiing to find the enemy fo much em- 
ployment with this fmall company, as mould oblige them 
to leave a paflage open for the Roman army. He per- 
formed his promife with a braverytruly heroic ; for, having 
feized, notwithftanding all oppofition, an- eminence, and 
entrenched himfelf on it, the Carthaginians, jealous of 
his defign, flocked from all quarters to drive him from his 
poft ; but the brave tribune kept their whole army em- 
ployed, till the conful, taking advantage of the diverfion, 
drew his army out of the bad fituation into which he had 

« Orof. lib. iv. cap. 7. Val. Max. lib. v. capl 1. * Tab. 

Triumph. Zonar. lib. viii. Liv. Epit. xvii. A, Gel. lib. iii. 

cap. 7, 

imprudently 
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imprudently brought it. When the legions were out of 
danger, they haftened to the relief of their companions 3 
but all they could do, was only to fave their bodies from 
the infults of the enemy 5 for they found them all \dead in 
the place, on which they had pofted themfeives, except 
Calpurnius, who lay under a heap of dead bodies, covered 
•with wounds, but ftill breathing. His wounds were im- 
mediately drcffed ; and it fortunately happened that none 
of them proved mortal. For this glorious enterprize he 
was rewarded with a crown of gramen, which was, in thofe 
happy days a greater encouragement to the Romans to 
ferve their country, than the hopes of more fubftantial 
rewards c . 

Attilius, thus refcued from infamy, ptirfued his march 7^ R+. 
to Camerina, which he took by the help of engines fenfe mans takt 
him by Hiero, king of Syracufe, and fold all the Cartha- fevirai «- 
ginians in the place for Haves. He then marched to Enna, *'ff ln ** 
the inhabitants of which place opened the gates to him, a ** 
delivering the Carthaginians up to the Romans, who put 
them to the fword. Sittana was taken by aflault, and the 
army, which came to relieve it, put to flight. From 
thence the conful led his army into the country of the 
Agrigerltines, and, by making himfelf mailer of Camicus 
and Erbefla, drove the enemy out of that fruitful terri- 
tory. Attilius, fiufhed with this fuccefs, rafhly laid fiege 
to Lipara, expefting it would furrender upon the firft 
fummons But Hamilcar, having conveyed himfelf pri- 
vately into the city with fome chofen troops, made a fally, 
when the Romans were beginning to fcale the walls, and 
repulfed them with great lofs f . 

Sulpicius, who commanded the fleet, completed the ^ 

conqueil of Corfica and Sardinia, and affiled his colleague 
in the reduftion of the maritime cities of Sicily. The 
1>rave conful was ambitious of fignalizing his campaign 
by a naval viftory; but as no Carthaginian fleet ap- 
peared at fea, he fpread a report, that he intended to go 
in queft of it, and burn the fhips of the African republic 
in their own harbours. This intelligence alarmed the 
Carthaginians, who trailed Hannibal once more with the 
command of a confiderable fleet. He immediately put to 
fea, and met Sulpicius not far from the coaft of Africa. . 
While both fleets were preparing for an engagement, a 
fudden ftorm parted them, and drove the Roman as well 
as the Carthaginian vefiels into the ports of Sardinia* 

c Zonar. lib. viii. cap. 1a. Liv. Epit. lib. xvii, Au&. Vir. II- • 
Juft, A. Gel ibid. Flor. lib.ii. cap. a. 'Polyb. ibid! cap. 24- 

The 
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Tki Car- yhe ftorm no (boner began to ^bate, than Snlpicins, put* 
thaginian fag %o fea, furpri§ed Hannibal in tbp Iprbcyi;, afid eithej 

tfiftdV * w ^ ox tQ °k I ^ Q ^' °* his ^P s * T.W* fflfcJj^Moe occafioji. 
% "' $4 * ipufipy amo?g, the feamen of. bi$ fleet^ wh£, feizing 
pp the perfon of thpir commarulef, artjfifie^ hjm in tjfoe 
city pf Sulci in S%r#yiia, where Jfte' ^ ^H 1 r ^ w g?* 
S^ch w*s the en4 pf pM Hanni$J$, 3* tye,j s palled J>y flic 
feiftoriailfc to difting^ him fr/pip $e fcqpjid Hanpibal, 
yfio proved fo ftty} *q th^ Romans, 5ji}Jpu;ius, . after tty$ 
y&tory, re*u*n«tf. to Rome, wher* be;^eiyed the bo- 

«pwr*.pf Mrjwnpb*. •, v. . 

J TbfiCppf^U rf tfce fpjjqifigg ye$r> C. Attiliu? Regulus, 
and Cn. Cornelius Blafib, having, according to cuHom, 
<: fawn lots for tfjeir cpwp^nd?, tljat- pf Jtb* fle# fell to 
" *, Regujus, a^d the lepdjpg of tfce Jand-fijurces to Cornelju?. 
A. Attjlius w^s coptipned in the copjn^ai)^ of tip army iff 
jjicilywith the tide of prosonfuiL Regftliis, who com* 
' maindSil the Roman flei^, being s£ Typfferis, fcfcryipg 
*hat of the Carthaginians lying alon£ ra.£pa$ in d^9fdef f 
ady^ed with ten gallics only, ±9 ^biepjf -#%; WW98r 
and ftrength, ordering the relt pi fris flej^to follqw fftifc 
^ &>«*» ,?H poJEWe expedition ^ but <\$ bp.di;qy top pear the $ne- 
/quadro* jny, }i C was invefte$ by a ^reatef W^r of Carthaginian 
• d $ r ?c r g^Hies, The Ripraps fougjit with: tWr ufual tyayery* 
thLimw. &*» b^mg over-power^ by puipty^.were otyigef t? 
yield. IJow^v^ $e<:pi)ful ma^e hi? efcape, and jqfned 
the fletfj wh^ch was followtfig jth/e unfortunate fqu^ron 
73# Car- pi lire pf battle, .flte t}|en had his. full revenge op the 
tkaginians /enginjr, ^ho were pv^t in d,ifa r der at the firft onfet> ap4 
- fheRo 4 ^ obli g ed to favc themfelves in tjbe pqrt' p{ Lipara, a&r 
having loft eighteen (^gs, ten ofwh$c|ji v^ere taken with 
*il their crew$, ^p4 eight ifi^i^ For this vi^ory.C, 
Attilius Regulus, 9^ his retur/i tp : R^me, receive^ tfce 
fco^OHfs of ;?| ti^pjph, as did ajlfo ^ f;J AttiJ^i^ for hi* ex- 
ploit d^riflig bis ^opcfqjifby? ^pd prpcon^iyhip. The pon- 
iul Cprnelins h^d pp .oppiyiunjty ; to ^gnalize hipgielf: 
^e \$ fa.id oj^ly io h?we pillaged t ^fne qpjfn villages* ^pd 
^id wafte tbe ifland of Mehta, w)iicb werp too incpnjuV 
^erabje e*p}qitp to defferve a triumjpb. Jlpme being ten- 
jified with fev^f ftl pfogjdies duripg Uj^§ fja^ppaign, the 
jfenate thou jrhtthsi^f^s obliged |o reijsjf tjie Feria la- 
tiyt, whjich ha*l .^een fpr fome $ipi£ miglpaed. <^ 
iQguJnips was crated #&ator, an^l h/e^pfiointe^ Jfl. L»- 
.lOriw genial -pf ^hehorfe. \ 

f Polyb. ibid; . h Zonar. lib. yiii, cap. is. 
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TK6 war witn Cartilage hkcl already lafted eight years. 
*The Carthaginians hid loft Oorfica,. Sardinia, and art 
their dominions hi Sicily, except Lilybaeum, Panormus, 
and a few places in that neighbourhood. Sicily had long / 
feemed to be the utmoft limits of the ambition of the Ro- 
mans ; but now they thought of nothing lefs than reduc* 
ing Carthage itfelf. With this view the new confuls, L, 
Manlius Vulfo, and Marcus Atilius Regulus, whofe namfe 
is famous in hiftory, were Ordered to pafs into Africa, 
and to make that country the feat 6f wa:r. Their fleet, for 
this expedition, confided of three hundred and thirty gal- 
lies of different fi2es, arid aboard of each galley were a 
hundred and twenty foldiers and three hundred rowers. 
The enemy's fleet, under the command of Hanno and 
Hamilcar, was yet more formidable ; for it confifted of 
three hundred and fixty fail, better manned than that of 
the 'Romans. With this fleet the Carthaginian admiral* 
failfed, and arrived at the port of Heraclea in Sicily, to 
watch the motions of the Romans, and oppofe, at all 
events, their defcent upon the coaft of Africa. The con- 
fuls, neverthelefs, purfued their courfe, and, appearing 
ofFEcnomus, not far. from Heraclea, formed in line of 
battle. Hanno and Hamilcar accepted the challenge, and 
a bloody engagement enfued, which lafted the greatet 
"part of the day with equal fuccefsi the foldiers and cbni- 
manders on both (ides diftinguifhing themfelves on thfs 
occafion in a moft eminent manner. But at length fortune 
declared in favour of the Romans. The Carthaginians 
were routed, thirty of their fhips deftroyed, fitfty-three 
"taken with their crews, and the reft obliged to take 
fhelterin the ports of Sicily and Africa. In this action 
the Romans loft but twenty-four gallies, which were all' 
funk ! . 

In purfuance of this victory, the confuls, returning 
into the portfc of Sicily, equipped, with all poflible expe- 
dition, the (hips they had taken from rhe enemy, em- 
barked new troops, and took in frefh provisions, in order 
'to make the intended defcent upon Africa. Hannb en- 
deavoured to amufe them with conferences, in hopes bf 
receiving, in the mean time, fome fupplres from Car- 
thage : he had even the boidnefs to Come in perfon to con- 
ifer with the confuls, as a deputy from his republic. 
'When he arrived, the multitude Cried 6ut, that he ftouid 
"be "detaihedprifoner, by way of repfifal for the treachery 
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* Polyb. ibid. cap. 16, 30. Orof. lib. iv. cap. S. 
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?' ra&ifed; five years before, on the perfon of the conful 
lornelius Anna. ; Hanno, alarmed at tnefe clamours, with* 
an air of confidence* put this flattering and artful queftion 
to the confuls : " What advantage can it be to you, con- 
fuls, to* imitate our perfidioufnefs ? It will only be faid, 
jhat Rome produces as bad meri as Carthage." The 
confuls replied, that thdugh the perfidious Carthaginians 
' had violated the law of nations, it became the probity of 

the Romans to obferve them even with traitors : and 
fuffered him to return untouched k . There being ho di£ 
pofition for peace on either fide, Hanno repaired to Car- 
thage, to give notice of the approaching invafion. 
T/uRo- 1 he confuls fet fail, and the weather proving favour- 

m**s mahe able, had a fortunate pafTage. The firft land in Africa 
a dtfctnt tne y m ade was cape Hermea ; and there the fleet lay at 
upon Afri* anc ij 0r fome time, waiting till all the gallies and tranfc 
ports came up. From thence they coafted along till they 
arrived before Clupea, a city to the eaft of Carthage, 
where they made their firft defcent. Clupea, or, as the 
Greek writers call it, Afpis, was conveniently fituated 
for a magazine of arms and provifions, and had near it 
feveral ports for flickering fuch {hips as fhould come from 
Italy. The Romans, therefore, having laid up their 
fleet in one of thefe ports, and fecured it on the land-fide 
with a rampart and a large ditch, inverted the city, 
which was immediately furrendered ! . From Clupea they 
difpatched a meflenger to Rome, to acquaint the fenate 
and people with their fuccefs, and to receive frefh inflec- 
tions as to their proceedings. While the confuls waited 
for the return of the meflenger, they marched into the 
country, and, ravaging the fruitful plains of Africa, 
~ where no enemy had long appeared, returned to the coaft 

with an immenfe booty. While they thus lived at discre- 
tion in the enemy's country, the meflenger returned from 
Rome with orders for Manlius to repair to Italy with the * 
.fleet, and for Regulus to purfue the war in Africa, with 
as many troops and fhips as he thought proper for that 
fervice* But Regulus appeared greatly diflatisfied with 
the province affigned him, and defired to be recalled* 
He reprefented to the fenate, that upon the death of the 
hufbandman, who had the care of his little farm of feven 
acres of ground, he had been obliged to employ a day- 
labourer, who had ftolen his cattle, and carried off all his 
flock ; fo that his pre fence was nece*flary at home to pro- 

fc Zonar. lib. viii. cap. i* Val. Max. lib. vi. cap. 6. > Po- 

ly b. ibid. cap. jo, 31. 

Tide 
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Tide for the fubfiftence of his wife and children. Upon 
this remonftrance, the fenate ordered his family to be 
maintained at the experice of the public ; but dire&ed him 
to continue in Africa, and command the army there with 
the title of proconful, when the year of his consulate fhould 
expire m . Purfuant to thefe orders, Atilius remained in 
Africa with forty {hips, fifteen thoufand foot, and five 
hundred horfe, while his. colleague returned to Rome with 
the reft of the army, carrying aboard his fleet twenty* 
feven thoufand prifoners. 

In the following year the republic raifed Ser. Fulvius y r f pi 
Kobilior, and M. jEmilius Paulus to the confulate ; but » l04# 
all the attention of the republic was upon Regulus, who Ante Chr, 
now, as proconful, puttied on his conquefts with incre- *44« 
dible rapidity. To oppofe his progrefs, Hamilcar was U ' C * 504 " 
recalled from Sicily, and to him were joined Boftar and R iJlu i UJ * s 
^Vfdrubal. Hamilcar commanded an army equal to that tonqutp. 
of Regulus ; the other two headed feparate bodies, which 
were to join him, or a£t apart, as occafion required. Be- 
fore they were in a condition to take the field, Regulus, 
purfuihg his conquefts, arrived on the banks of the Ba- 
grada, which empties itfelf into the fea at a fmall diftance 
from Carthage (H). Having paffed this river, he befieged ♦ 

m Polyb. ibid. cap. 29. Val. Max. lib. iv. cap. 4. 

(H) There he is faid to have ftones againft this new enemy, 

feeen handled by a ferpent of and had the good luck, with 

an immenfe fize, which in- one of them to break his back- 

fe&ed the waters of the river, bone ; thus difabled, it was 

poifoned the air, and killed all difpatched with darts and ja- 

other animals with its breath, velins. His dead body cor- 

When the Romans -went to rupted the air, and the water 

fetch water, this huge dragon of the river ; and fpread fo 

attacked them, and, twi fling great an infection all over the 

itfelf round their bodies, either country, that the Romans 

fqueezed them to death, or were obliged to decamp. We 

{wallowed them alive. As its are told, 1 that Regulus fent the 

hard and thick fcales were fkin of this frightful monfter 

proof againft their darts and to Rome, which was a hun- 

arrows, they were forced to dred and twenty feet long, and 

have recourfe to the balifbe, that it was hung up in a tem- 

which they made ufe of in pie, where it was preferved to % s 

fieges. With thefe machines the time of the Numantine 

they difcharged fhowers of large war(i). 

(1) Vide Flor. lib. ii. Zonar. lib. viii. cap. 13. Orof. lib. Xv. Va!. 
'Max Jib. i. cap. 8* Gell, lib. vi. cap. 3. Pun. lib. viii, cap. 14. 
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A<fis, of Adda, not far from Carthage, which the etiem^ 
attended to relieve •, but as they encamped among the 
hills and rocks, wKert thdr elephants, in which the 
ftfength of the army lay, could be of no nfe, Regolus 
killed feventeen thoufand of them, took five thoufand pri- 
foners, and eighteen dephants. Upon the fame of this 
vi&ory, which was fooh fpread all over Africa, deputies 
came from all quarters to fubmfe, in the name of their 
rfcfpe&ive cities and ftates, to the conqueror ; infomuch 
that Regulus, in a few days, became mafter of eighty 
towns ; among which were the city and port of Utica* 
Thefe fuccefles increafed the alarm at Carthage, which 
was reduced to defpair, when Regulus laid fiege to Tunis, 
a city about nine miles from that capital. The plfece tas 
taken in fight' of the Carthaginians, Who, from their waBs 
beheld all the operations of the fiege, and ftiffered die 
Romans to carry on their attacks without offering to relief* 
St. To complete their misfortunes, the Numidians, their 
neighbours and irreconcileable enemies, took up arms, 
^entered their territory, and committed every-where dread- 
ful devaftations, which foon occafioned a great fcardty of 
provifions in the dty. The public magazines were ex- 
haufted ; and as the city was full of merchants, who took 
advantage of the public diftrefs to fell their provifions at 
an exceffive price, a famine enfued, with all the evils 
which generally attend that calamity. 

In this extremity, Regulus advanced to the gates of the 
city; and having encamped under the walls, fent depu- 
ties to treat of a peace with the fcnate. The deputies , 
were received at Carthage with inexpreffible joy ; but the 
conditions they propofed were fuch, that the fenate could 
not hear them without indignation ; and Regulus, as if 
he had made a complete conqueft of Carthage, would 
abate nothing of his firft demands. The conditions im- 
ported, 1. 'that the Carthaginians fhould relinquish all 
claims to Sardinia, Corfica, and Sicily. 2. That they 
Should reftore to the Romans the prifoners they had taken 
from them fince the beginning of the war. ^3. That if 
they chofe to redeem any of their own prifoners, they 
fhoukl pay for them at a price Rome fliould judge tea- 
fonable. 4. That rhey fhould for ever pay the Romans 
an annual tribute. 5. That for the future they fhould fit 
out but one (hip of war for» their own ufe, and fifty tri- 
remes to ferve in the Roman fleet, at the expence of 
Carthage, when required by any of the future confute. 
Thefe extravagant demands provoked the fenators, who 

unanimoufly 
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toaaimokfly rejected them ; protefting, that they would 
rather die z thoufand times, than fubpiit to fo (hameful a 
flavery. The Romaa deputies, in leaving the aficrnbly, 
fold dbcL fenate, that the procoufui would not alter a (ingle 
letter in the propofals ; a ad that they muft either conquer 
the Romans, or obey them. After this declaration, the 
Carthaginians had nothing left but to fell their lives dear, 
and to die with honour, in defence of their country n . 

Before this negotiation, the Carthaginian republic had 
lent tQ hire mercenaries in Greece ; and^this reinforce- 
ment arrived juft in the height of her diftrefs. Among 
Jbhefe mercenaries was a Laced&monian, by name Xan- 
feippus, a man of great; bravery- and experience in war* 
The tacedwkonjan, having informed himfrif of the cir*. 
enmftances of the late Jbatde, declared publicly, that their 
OMrt&row was awing to their own mifcondud, and not 
dto the fupetior (kill and prowefs of the enemy. His difc 
courfe came to the knowlege of the fenate ; and the feqa- 
lors immediately commanded "him to be brought before 
•them. Being introduced, he explained himfetf fo clearly, 
and talked fo judicioufly, that the Carthaginian generals, 
<as well as the reft, were for placing him at the head of 
the army ; and a decree was made for that purpofe. Xan- 
lippus, being thus ittvefted with the fupreme command, 
applied himfeif to the difciplining of his troops after the 
llaccdaemonian manner : he then took the field with twelve 
.thoufand foot, four thoufand borfe, and about a hun- 
dred. elephants. The Romans were furprifed at the fud- 
<kn change they obferved in the enemy's conduft. How- 
jever, Regulus, elated with his laft fuccefs, encamped at 
a .fmall diftance from the Carthaginian army, in a vaft 
:p4ain, where the enemy's elephants and hone had room 
to act. The two armies were parted by a riv<er, which 
iRegulus boldly pafied, and by *that motion left his troops 
no way to retreat in cafe of a misfortune. Xantippus 
immediately cried out, u The gods favour us !" and 
formed his men in order of battle. In the firft line he 
placed his dartmen, with orders to retire into the fpaces 
between the battalions, when they had 'made their dis- 
charge. Behind them, but at fome diftance, were placed 
the elephants, in a long .front, carrying wooden towers 
filled with men. Behind the elephants' was the Cartha- 
ginian phalanx, confiding of the beft infantry of the 

n Polyb. ibid. cap. 30. Orof. lib. iv. cap. 8. Eutrpp. lib. ii» 
Zon. lib. vii'h cap* 13; EutfL JSc ,ja J^accr^U < 
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army ; and thefe constituted the main body. As for die 
wings, Xantippus pofted his light-armed troops on the 
left, and the mercenaries on the right. Thefe two wings 
were fupported by the African cavalry. Reguhi? drew 
np his troops after the Roman manner j but was guilty 
of one great fault : to prevent the elephants from: break- 
ing in upon him, he made his main body too narrow, and 
too xieep ; a drfpofition which expofed it to the danger ef 
being fiarrounded °. 

Xantippus began the attack, ordering the leaders of the 
elephants to advance, and attempt the breaking of the 
. ,. enemy's firft Kne. The Romans ftood the (hock of thofe 
. animals with great bravery 3 but, in the mean time, 
the Roman cavalry in the wings, being charged by the 
Carthaginian, which was greatly fuperior in number, 
were overpowered, and obliged to fly ; while Regulus'* 
left wing, attacking the mercenaries, whom Xantippus 
•had pofted in his right, broke them, and purfued them to 
..their camp, whither they retired in diforder. In the 
,mean time, the main body of the Romans, which Regu- 
,lus commanded in perfon, being attacked in front by the 
elephants, and in the rear by the African cavalry, was 
put into diforder: the elephants bore down all before 
them ; and fuch of the Romans as attempted to make 
their efcape, to avoid the fury of thofe animals,, fell in 
7keRo~ among the borfe, and were cut in pieces. The main 
Seated* and ^°^ being thus broken, and thrown into confufion, the 
Regulus* -whole army was put to the rout, and the daughter was 
taken pri- univerfal. Of the Roman army, only two thoufand, who 
foner. purfued the mercenaries, efcaped, and arrived fafe at 

Clupea. Regulus bimfelf, with five hundred men, was 
furrounded by t{ie enemy, and taken. The reft were cut 
in pieces, either in the battle, or in the purfuit. The 
lofe of the Carthaginians was not above eight hundred 
men, mod of them mercenaries in the right wing, which 
was routed. The vi&orious army returned to the capital 
f of Africa, which Xantippus entered, as it were, in tri- 
umph, leading the proconful with him among the reft of 
the prifoners. All the people of Carthage ran to meet 
their deliverer, and could fcarce believe- their own eyes. 
They beheld, with unfpeakable pleafure, the proud Ro- 
man in a ft ate to excite that companion, which he had 
refufed to..jheir misfortunes. As for Xantippus they 
looked upon him as a hero fent by the gods to refcue a 

• Polyb. ibtf. cap. 53. Frontin, lib* ii« cap, 1. 
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fftiferable people from defpair and oppreffion; and be- 
llowed on him all the honours which gratitude could fug* 
geft. -Bat the wife Lacedaemonian* foreseeing that the 
iervice hfc had done them would create him both envy 
and danger, refolved tocontenuhimfelf with the glory of 
fo noble a victory, and, without waiting for afty other 
reward, returned to Lacedsemdn. 

The defeat and captivity of Regul us caufed as much 
grief at Rome as joy at Carthage. Th£ fenate no fooner 
received an account of the pofture of their affairs in 
Africa, fo contrary to their expectation, than they or* 
dered the confuls for the: year, Fulvius and iEmilius, who 
had hitherto continued at Rome inactive, to take proper 
meafures for fee u ring the coafts of Italy from an invafion, 
to haften into Sicily, and frojra thence, if they thought 
it advifeab'le, to pafe over into Africa, and fave the re- 
mains of Regulus's army and- conquefts. In the mean 
timg, the Carthaginians fat down before Clupea ; but the 
garrifon made fo brave and obftinate a defence, that the 
enemy, wotwithftanding their utmoft efforts, were obliged 
to raife the fiege. From Clupea they marched to Utica, 
Which they likewife befieged ) but abandoned the enter- 
prise upon the news they received* that the Romans were 
equipping a fleet of three hundred and fifty fait. This 
•formidable armament Was ready before the end of the 
fummer ; fo that the confuls from Sicily, where they left 
fome land-forces, failed for Africa, in order to make a 
fecond defcent. The Carthaginians, who had, with in- 
credible expedition, refitted their old veffels, and built a 
good number of new gallies, met the Roman fleet off 
Cape Hermea, or Cape Mercury, and gave them battle 5 
in which, the lofs they fuftained was much greater than fhtCats 
the advantage they had gained over Regulus. A hundred thnginians 
and four of their ftrips were funk, thirty taken, and fif- defeated 
teen thoufand of their foldiers or rowers killed in the ac- ^£f^* 
tion. After this battle, the Romans purfued their courfe an 
to Clupea, where they had no fooner landed, than they 
were attacked by the Carthaginian army, under the com- 
mand of the two Hannos, father and fon. But, as the 
brave Lacedaemonian was no longer with them, notwith- 
ftanding the new difcipline he had eftablifhed, they were 
routed at the firft onfet, in which they loft nine thoufand 
men. . ^ r 

After thefe two glorious vi&ories* the one by fea, and fh$ Rp» 
the other by land, the Romans found themfelves obligecl* J 1 **? a " 
for want of provifions, to drop their African expedition, SL^ 
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and to evacuate both Clupea and Utka. In their Way 
home they were defirous of fignalizing the end of their 
tonfulate by fome important conquefts on the coaftof 
Sicily, where fome cities fttll adhered to the Carthagi- 
nians. They thought the fudden appearance of a victo- 
rious fleet, with a formidable army, would awe them in- 
to fubje&ion. Inftead, therefore, of returning home, 
they (leered their courfe to the northern coaft of Sicily, 
Contrary to the opinion of all the pilots in the fleet, who 
advifed them, as the feafon was far advanced, to fait 
* he J/leet *™* * or * ta *?' Their obftmacy proved the deftrudioa 
™flroyed of the fleet;- for a more violent ftorm arifing than had 
by a form, been known in the memory of man, the fleet was alraoft 
entirely deftroyedi of three hundred and feventy vefiels, 
which compofed it, eighty only efcaped (hipwreck, the 
reft being either fwallowed by the fea, or daihed againft 
the ihore. This was by far the greateft lofs Rome had 
ever fuftained ; for, befides the great number of (hips 
that were cad away with their crews, a numerous army 
was deftroyed, with all the riches of Africa, which had 
been by Regulus amaficd, ' and depofited in Clupea. The 
-whole ccteft from Pachinum to Camerina was covered 
with dead bodies, and ftrewn witti the wrecks of the 
•fliips : info much that hiftory tan fcarce afford an example 
of the like dreadful difafter. The Romans, on this oo 
cafion, experienced the conftdnt friendihip of king Hiero, 
'who fupplied fuch as efcaped the common calamity, with 
cloaths, provifions, and fhipa to convey them toMefiana. 
This misfortune, however, was not imputed to the con- 
fuls, who were continued each in the command of an 
army for the next year, with the title of proconful. The 
new conftils were Cn. Cornelius Afina, and A. Attilius 
Calatinus. The former had been treacheroufly taken pri- 
foner by Hanno, the Carthaginian, as we have related 
above, and kept in captivity, till the firft defeent of the 
Romans in Africa, when he was delivered from flavery, 
during which he had been obliged to drive a plough p . 

The Carthaginians, upon advice of the misfortune 

which had befallen the Romans, renewed the war in Si* 

cily, hoping the whole ifland, which was now left de- 

Vkeyjlt fencelefs, would foon fall into their hands. But the Ro- 

at* a new ttMiS having, in the fpace of three months, launched an 

* hundred and twenty new gallies, which, with the old 

: ones that were refitted, made a fleet of two hundred and 

» Polyb. Zoiu Oro£ & Diod. Sic- ibid. 
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fifty fail, the confuls and proconfuls were ordered to pafs 
over into Sicily, the former to command at fea, and the 
latter by land. As they befieged only maritime cities, 
they afted jointly, the larjd forces inverting them on one 
fide, and the fleet on the other. Their firft attempt was Cepkala* 
on the city of Cephaloedium, on the north coaft, not far ****• 
from the mouth of the Himera, which was betrayed tp 
them by fome of the inhabitants. From thence they fail* 
ed to Panormus, the capital of the Carthaginian domi- 
nions in Sicily ; and, having feized the port, fummoned 
the town to furrender. The inhabitants and garrifon be- 
ing determined to fuftain a fiege, the confuls landed their 
troops, and began to batter the walls with their engines, 
by which a tower (landing near the fea was ruined. At andPanor- 
this breach the Romans entered, and made themfelves *»u$ t taken 
mailers of the quarter called the New City,thofe who b 2 tht 
defended it retiring into the Old City, whither they car- Roma9Um 
Tied terror and famine ; fo that the inhabitants foon fent 
a deputation to the confuls, offering to furrender, upon 
condition that their lives, liberties, and effe&s, were 
fpared. The confuls, not ignorant of the extremity to 
which they were reduced, would not $ven grant them 
their lives and liberies, unlefs they were ranfomed. The 
-unhappy people wefe obliged to fubmit, and forty thou- 
fand paid two mime each for their ranfom. Thofe who t 
could not advance that fum* were made flaves, to the. 
number of thirty thoufand, and fold. After this con- 
queft, the confuls failed to Rome; but in their paflage 
the tranfports, on which they had embarked the money 
and fpoils brought from Panormus, were taken by the Car- 
thaginian fleet *. The proconfuls entered Rome in tri- 
umph, for the viftory gained over the Carthaginians at 
lea during their confulate. 

The confuls for the new year, Cn. Servilius Caepio, and 
C. Sempronius Blsefus, with a fleet of two hundred and 
fixty galHes, failed for Sicily, and appeared off LJlybaeum 5 
but finding this place too ftrong for them to attempt the 
fiege of it, they fleered from thence to the eaftern coaft 
of Africa, where they made feveral defcents, furprifed 
fome cities, and plundered feveral towns and villages. 
As they returned with the fpoils of that rich country, 
they narrowly efcaped lofing their whole fleet on the flats 
of the Lefler Syrtis, near the ifland of the Lotpphagi ; 
where, by coafling too near the fliore, their veffels ground* 

* Polyb, lib. »• cap* 39- Diod. Sic* in Excerpt* 
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ed, and ftuck on the fand-banks, till the. flood brought 
them off again ; and": then they made away fo feft, that 
the Africans took their departure for a flight. They ar r 
rived fafe at Panormus, and from thence, after a few days* 
fet fail for Italy, having a fair wind till they came off 
capePalinurus, where To violent a ftorm overtook them, 
that an hundred and fixty of their gallies, and a great * 
number of their tranfports, were loft. The republic con- 
sidering the two tempefts which had deftroyed her two 
fleets, as a declaration of the gods againft hef defign of 
depriving the Carthaginians of the empire of the fea, 
made a decree, that for- the future no more than fifty 
yeflcls would be equipped ; and that thefe ihould be em? 
ployed in guarding the coaft of Italy, and tranfporting 
troops into Sicily. The proconful Cornelius commanded, 
this campaign, the land-forces in Sicily ; and, though hir 
ftorians give us no account of his exploits, there is no 
room to doubt but they were very confiderable, fince he 
was, on his return to Rome, decreed a triumph, as was 
alfo the conful Sempronius Blaefus. 

C. Aurelius Cotta, and P. Servilius Geminus, being 
the enfuing year raifed to the confulate, pafled into Sicily, 
to command the land-forces there, and made themfelves. 
maftcrs of Himera, a city at the mouth of a river bearing 
the fame name- Aurelius, animated with this conqueft, 
which put his republic in ppfleflion of a fruitful territory, 
formed a defign upon the ifland and city of Lipata ; and, 
being fupplied with (hips by that faithful friend to the 
republic, king Hierq, he tranfported fome of his chofen 
troops into the ifland, and fat down before Lipara, the 
metropolis : but, being feized with fome unaccountable 
fcruple touching the aufpices, he returned to Meflana, to 
confult the auguries anew. During his abfence, Q^Caffius, 
and P. Aurelius Pecuniola, his relation, both legionary tri- 
bunes, being entrufted with the command of the army, at>- 
tacked the city, contrary to tbeirgenerarsexprefs command. 
The befieged made fo vigorous a fally, that they repulfed 
Ae aggreffors, and, purfiiing them, with great fpirit, 
burnt their palifades* and made an attempt upon their 
camp. When the conful returned, he deprived Caffius 
of his employment, and reduced Aurelius, after ordering 
him to be fcourged, to the ftate of a private foldier, ob^ 
liging him to undergo the drudgeries of a common cen- 
. tine). After having made thefe examples, the conful ap- 
plied himfclf wholly to the fiege of the place, took it by 
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trffadt, and put almoft all the inhabitants to the fword r . Lipara 

The conful, having finifhed this conqueft, returned to Si- '**'• ^ 

cily; and, with an army of forty thoufand foot, and a L'/* 
ii»iiri«t/» -n /• 1 nans* 

thoufand horie, laid fiege to Ereta ; but as foon as the 

Carthaginian army appeared, they abandoned the enter- 
prize. 

This year a plebeian, Tib- Coruncanius, by fome un^ Yr. of FU 
known revolution, was raifed to the dignity of pontifex A a,0 £. 
maximus. As he wag a man of eminent probity, he coiv- nt * r ' 
curred with the conful Aurelius, and the cenfor$, to pu- u. C. $oy. 
niih thoft who neglected the worlhip of the gods, led ir- ■ 
regular lives, or tranfgreffed the laws of military difci- 
pline. Thirteen fenators were ignominioufly ftruck off 
the lift; and, at the motion of Aurelius, four hundred 
knights, who had refufed to obey his orders in the iflarjd 
of Lipara, were degraded. Aurelius, who had taken Hi>- 
mera and Lipara, was honoured with a triumph, which 
he obtained on the ides of April \ ' By a cenfus taken 
this year, there appeared to be in Rome two hundred and 
ninety-feven thoufand feven hundred and ninety-feven men 
fit to bear arms. The Carthaginians feeing themfelve6 . 
aiow mafte^s of the fea, and their hopes of reconquering 
Sicily encreafing in proportion as they found their rivals 
reduced to aft upon the defenfive, they began to make 
new levies in Africa, to hire troops in Gaul, aijd Spain, 
and to equip a new fleet. But their treafures being ex*- 
hauftcd, they fent an embafly to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, 
intreating him to Jend them two thoufand talents. That 
prince, being refolved to ftand neuter, refufed to affift 
them againft the Roman3, telling them, that he could not, 
without breach of fidelity, affift one friend againft art- 
other '. However, the Carthaginian republic made an Tfo €**- 
effort, and, exerting herfelf, equipped a fleet of two hun~ J^* 1 ** 
jdred fail, and raifed an army of thirty thoufand men, and ne °wfleeu 
a hundred and forty elephants, appointing Afdrubal com- 
mander in chief both of the fleet and army. 

While Carthage was employed in making thefe great . 
preparations, Rome raifed L. Caecilius Metellus, and C. 
Furius Pacilus, to the confulate. They went into Sicily, 
and there afted upon the defenfive, purfuant to their in- 
ftruftions from the fenate. Though the confeript fathers 
approved of the obedience of their generals, yet they be- 
gan to refleft, that fo much cation and circumfpeftion 

* Frontin. lib. iv. cap. i. Val. Max. lib. ii. cap. 4- Zoii. lib. 
viii. cap. 14. • Tab. Triumpb. Val. Max. lib. ii. cap. 9. 

c Appian, apujd Ful. Urfm, 
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dlfhonbiirtd the commanders, and greatly abated thfe con* 
We no- rage of the foldiers. They retained, therefore, their 
mans put former vigour, and, forgetting their ftiipwrecks, refolvedt 
ane^Jfeet t0 p Ut a new fleet to fca, there being no other means to 
tojeat preferv* Sicily. While the veflels were building, the cow 

mitia chofe two confuls, who were both men of valour 
and experience ; namely, L. Manlius VuHo, and C. At* 
tilius Regulus, coufin-german to the famous captive. The 
late confal Fujrius was recalled from Sicily ; but his cofc 
league Metellus continued there, with thfe title of pro-* 
confiil, to oppofe the army under the command of Afdro- 
bal. Metellus, who was an able commander, being al- 
lowed by the fenate to a£fc according to his own judgment, 
foon recovered the former reputation of the Romans in 
Metelht Sicily ; for, by pretending fear, he drew Afdrubal into 
& atni '* . a disadvantageous fituation, near Panormus ; then gave 
toryin**' bim 3 terrible overthrow, and obtained one of the moft 
Sicily* fignal vi&ories mentioned in the Roman hiftory. Twenty 

thoufand of the enany were killed, and many elephants ; 
.of thefe latter a great number were alfo taken, and fent 
afterwards to Rome, where they fwelled the pomp of the 
conqueror's triumph. Afdrubal fled to Lilyb?eum, which 
he reached with great difficulty ; and the proeonfuU hav- 
ing no more enemies to contend with in the field, return- 
ed to Rome, which he entered in triumph on the feventb 
of the ides of September, The Romans had never feen 
a more magnificent entry. The elephants, to the num- 
* ber of a hundred and four* marched through the city in 

proceffion. The air rung with acclamations at the fight 
of thofe animals, and of the great number of prifoners 
in chains, among whom were thirteen officers of diftinc- 
tion. The Romans having refolved never to make ufe of 
elephants in war, they ordered them to be hunted, and 

}>ut to death in the circus, by their athlete, or wreftlers \ 
b that the peeople were at the fame time diverted, 
and taught to defpife the animals they had hitherto fo 
much dreaded. As for the unhappy Afdrubal, he was 
condemned in his abfence, and on his return home cru- 
cified, one misfortune obliterated the remembrance of 
his many former important fervices u . 

The cpnfuls, with the new. fleet of two hundred and 
forty 'galleys, and fixty fmaller veflels, paffing over intd 
Sicily, fefolved to furjfafs, if poffibie, their predecefler 

t $tfetellus, and to drive the Carthaginians quite out of the 

« • 

v £on. lib. viii* cap. 14. Polyb.cap.41— 431 Orof. lib. iv. cap. $. 
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^ttaad. With this view they laid <kge lo Lilybwuui, a Ii£**«« 
city deemed impregnable, and the only fflace of retreat b*fiegtdbf 
ibr the Carthaginian armies. Bat Lilybwum proved a fe- thi Ro * 
cond Troy ; the fiege lafted ten yea*e, the forces ©f the ****** 
two republics being exhanfted Within and withwat the 
walls of one fingle city. The people of Carthage, upofa 
the news of this enterprise, were fo difcouraged* that they . 
began to think of a peace. The ivar had already lafted 
fourteen years ; they had loft their heft commanders; 
their elephants had been taken from therri; their fleets 
had been deftroyed as faft as they had put them to fea; 
their finances were as much exhaufted as their armies 
were diminiihed ; the only towns they had now left in 
Sicily were Lilybseum and Drcpanum, the one inverted, 
and the other expofed to the inftflts of the enemy's new 
fleet, Thefe confiderations induced them to think of 
ending fo deftruSive a war by a fpeedy peace. With The Car- 
this view they began to foften the rigours of Rcgulus's ^agmidns 
confinement, and endeavoured to engage him to go to ^*^*?*" 
Rome with their ambaffadors, and ufe bis intereft there t0 trtat c * 
to bring about a peace upon moderate terms* or at leaft apuue. 
an exchange of prifoners. Regulus obeyed, and em* 
barked for Rome, after having bound himfelf by a folemn 
Oath to return to his chains, if the negotiation did not 
fucceed. The Carthaginian (hip arrived fafe in Italy ; but 
when Regulus came to the gates of the city, he refufed to 
enter. u My misfortunes (faid he), have made me a flave 
to the Carthagiriians ; I am no longer a Roman citizen ; 
the fenate always gives audience to foreigners without the 
gates." His wife Marcia went to meet him, and pre- 
fented to him his two young children ; but he only cart- 
ing a kind of wild look on them, fixed his eyes on the 
ground, as if he thought himfelf unworthy of the em*- 
braces of his wife, and the careffes of his children. When 
fhe fenators aflembled in the fuburbs, he was introduced , 
to them by the Carthaginian ambaffadors, and together 
with them made the two propofals with which he was 
charged : " Confcript fathers (faid he), being now a 
flave to the Carthaginians, I am come on the part of my 
Rafters to treat with you concerning a peace, and an ex- 
change of prifoners." Having uttered thefe words, he 
would have withdrawn with the ambaffadors, who wejfe 
not allowed to be prefent at the deliberations and dif- 
putes of the confeript fathers. In vain the fenate preffed 
him to ftay, and give his opinion as an old fenator and 
fpnfiil, tie refufed to continue in the aflembly, till his 

Africa^ 
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'African mafters ordered him to comply : then the illuftri- 
s v . ous (lave took his place among the fathers ; but continued 

filent with his eyes fixed on the ground, while the more 
ancient fenators fpdke. 

When it came to his turn to deliver his opinion, he 
Hb/paeh fpoke to this effeft : "Though I am a flave at Carthage, 
in tktfe- yg t i am f rce an Rome, fcnd will therefore declare my 
***** fentiments with freedom* Romans, it is not for your in- 

tereft either to grant the Carthaginians a peace, or to 
make an exchange of prifoners with them. Carthage is 
extremely exhaufted ; and the only reafon why (he fues 
for peace, is, becaufe {he is not in a condition to conti- 
nue the war. You have been vanquished but once, and 
that by my fault ; a fault which Metellus has repaired by 
a fignal viftory. The Carthaginians have been fo often 
overcome, that they have not the courage to look a Ra- 
man in the face. Your allies continue peaceable, and 
ferve you with zeal. Your enemy's troops confift only of 
mercenaries, who have no other tie but that of intereft, 
and will foon be difobiiged by the republic they ferve, 
Carthage being already quite deftitute of money to pay 
them. No, Romans ; a peace with Carthage does not 
fuit your intereft, confidering the conditions to which the 
Carthaginians are reduced. I therefore advife you to 
purfue the war with greater vigour than ever. As for 
' the exchange of prifoners, you have among the Cartha- 

ginian captives feveral officers of diftinftron, who are 
young, and may one day command the enemy's armies : 
but, as for me, I am advanced in years, and my misfor- 
tunes have made me ufelefs. ' Befides, what can you ex*- 
pe& from foldiers who have been vanquiihed, and made 
flaves ? Such men, like timorous deer that have efcaped 
_ the hunter's toils, will ever be upon the alarm, and ready 
to fly." The fenate, greatly afFe&ed by his difinterefted»- 
nefs, magnanimity, dnd contempt of life, would willingly 
have preferved him, and continued the war in Africa. 
Some were of opinion, that in Rome he was not obliged 
to keep an oath which had been extorted from*him in 
an enemy's country. The pontifex maxitaus himfelf, be- 
ing confulted in the cafe, declared, that Regulus might 
continue at Rome without being guHty of perjury. The 
noble captive, highly offended at this decifion, as if 
his honour and courage were called in queftion, declared 
to the fenate, who trembled to hear him fpeak, that h$ 
yrell knew what torments were referved for him at Car- 
thage $ but that he bad fo much lof the true fpirit of ^ 
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Roman, a§ to dread lefs the tortures of a cruel rack than 
the fhame of a difhonourable a£Hon, which would follow 
him to his grave. " It is my duty (faid he), to return to 
Carthage. Let the gods take care of the reft." This in- 
trepidity rendered the fenate ftill more defirous of faving 
fuch a hero. All means were ufed'to prevail upon him to 
ftay, both by the people and fenate.' He would not even 
fee his # wife Mareia, nor fuffer his young children to take 
their leave of him. Amidft the lamentations and tears of R t t urns ; # 
the whole xity, he embarked with the Carthaginian am- Carthage, 
bafladors, to return to the place of his flavery, with as «*<* *' P** 
ferene and chearful a countenance as if he had been go- *f * f r **' 
ing to» a country- feat for his diverfion. The Carthagi- a 
nians were fo enraged againft him, that they invented 
new torments to fatisfy their revenge. Firft, they cut off 
his eye-lids* keeping him for a while in a dark dungeon, 
and then bringing him out, and expofing him to the fun 
at noon-day. Then they fhut him up in a kind of cheft 
{luck with nails, having their points inwards, fo that he 
could neither fit nor lean without great torment ; and 
there they fuffered him to die with hunger, anguifli, and 
want of fleep " (I). 

v Appian. in Punic. Val. Max. lib. i. cap. x. & lib. ix. cap. i. 
Cic. deOffic lib. ii. A.Gel.No#es Attica?, &c. Li v. Epit.cap. 18. 



(I), It is fomewhat ftrange, 
that Hoffman ftiould look upon 
a fa&, attefted by a cloud of 
credible witneffes, as a fable. 
It is true, that Polybius, in 
pther cafes a mod exa& hifto- 
rian, does not mention the 
cruel death of Regulus. But 
is the filence of a fingle author, 
who is wholly taken up in de- 
scribing battles and fieges, fuf- 
ficient to weigh down the ex- 
prefs teftimonies of Cicero, 
Livy, Appian, Zonaras, Vale- 
rius Maximus, and efpecially 
pi Tuditanus, who lived in\he 
fame age with Polybius ? All 
fhefe writers agree, tha,t Re- 
gulus died in the midft of ex* 



quifite torments; though it 
mull be owned, that they re- 
late the circum dances of hit 
death very differently: fome 
fay, that he was crucified; 
others, that he died of the 
miferies of a long imprifon- 
ment : but the common opinion 
is that which we have inferted 
in the text. ' Regulus was not 
the^ only perfon the Cartha- 
ginians facrificed to their re- 
venge. Valerius Maximus tells 
us, that, with unparalleled cru- 
elty, they cruftied great num- 
bers of the Roman prifoners to 
death with the weight of the 
gallies that were upon the 
iloc^s. 
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SECT. II. 



from the Death efRegulus to the taking of Saguntunt 
by the Carthaginians. 

"IX7 , HEN the news of the cruelties infli&ed upon Regu- 
™ * lus reached Rome, the fenate, by way of retaliation, 
gave up the chief of the Carthaginian captives to the re- 
venge of Marcia, the wife of Regulus ; who, venting her 
rage upon thofe unhappy wretches, caufed them to be 
Ihut up two and two in great chefts thick ftuck with nails, 
and there to fufFer the fame torments which her bufband 
had endured at Carthage. Boftar died the fifth day ; but 
Hamilqar, notwithstanding the flench and corruption of 
the dead body of his companion, lived ten days, having 
as much food allowed him as was fufficient to prolong 
his life in mifery. At length the fenate put a ftop to 
this cruet ufage, and commanded Boftar's aflies to be fent 
home, and the reft of the prifoners, who had furvived 
their tortures, to be ufed with more humanity x . 
tttRo- In the mean time the two confuls, Manlius and Atti- 

manscar- Yius> carried on the fiege of Lilybaum with great vigour. 
!? °* *fL'- Himilco, a general of great experience, and perfonal va- 
hi*um. " l° ur J commanded in the place, which was ftrong both by 
nature and art, and defended by a very numerous garrifon, 
confiding of ten thoufand mercenary Gauls and Greeks, 
be fide 8 a prodigious number of Carthaginian and African 
troops. The confuls divided the attacks between them, 
the one invefting the city on the land fide, the other 
blocking it up by fea. .Their camps had a communication 
by a deep ditch, covered with a rampart and a wall, fo 
that they could mutually aflift each other. The firft at- 
tack was made at the point of Cape Lilybaeum, where 
were feven towers, which had a communication with 
each other, and reached in a direft line to the town. 
Thefe towers being taken one after another, the confuls 
prepared td batter the wall of the city ; but were obliged 
firft to fill up a ditch fixty cubits broad, and forty deep, 
in order to bring their machines up to the wall. This 
proved a laborious work, the befieged drawing up the 
earth into the cities by -certain engines, as faft as the be*. 
fiegers threw it into the ditch. But the Romans, by the 

* Diod. Sic. lib. xxiv. A. Gel, lib. vi cap. 4. 
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fuperior number of their workmen, gained their paint. 
Then Himilco, with incredible expedition, threw up a 
rampart, and built a new wall to cover that of the city. 
The Romans endeavoured to undermine it j but the ene- 
my attacked the Roman miners under-ground, and pre- 
vented them from carrying on their operations. The be- 
fieged, however, were much reduced, numbers being 
Jailed in the Tallies they made, and the reft harraffed in 
defending the works againft two confular armies. Thp 
townmuft have foon fallen into the enemy's bands, had k 
not received a feafonable reinforcement. The Romans 
had (hut up the port fo clofely, that Himilco could not 
find meand to acquaint the fenate of Carthage with the 
condition to which he was reduced. Neverthelefs, it was 
concluded, that, after fo long a fiege, the place muft 
want both men and jprovifions : a fupply was therefore 
decreed of provisions, and as many men as could be traa- 
fporfcd in a fquadron of fifty gallies ; which were accord- 
ingly difpartched under the command of Hannibal, the fort 
of Hamilcar;. That brave commander, arriving fafe at 
the ifland of iEgufa, flickered himfelf there, waiting for 
a proper time to force his way through the enemy's fleet, .• 
which lay at the mouth of the harbour. As foon as a Tht befitg* 
brifk fouth wind blew,, he crouded all his fails, ordered "* receipt 
all hi6 rowers to ply iiheir oars, pafled through the midft a f u PP&lf 
of the Roman fleet, and arrived fafe in the port with. a re- T^SJ^ 
inforeemettt of ten thoufand men, and a great quantity of 
j^rovifions. , The fudden appearance of the African fquad- 
ron, and the fear of being forced into the port with the 
enemy by the violence of the wind, prevented the Ro- 
mans from attacking Hannibal; fo that he got into Lily- 
baeum without the lof6 of a man. Himilco, encouraged 
by this reinforcement, made the next day a briflc fally at 
the head of twenty thoufand men, in hopes of deftroyiiig 
the engines of the Romans. Never was action carried 
on with more bravery, but the .beu>ged were repulfed with 
t great lofs, without being able to fct fixe to the engines, 
as they intended y . [ 

The night after this obftinate a&ion, Hannibal, finding 
himfelf to be of no ufe in Lilybseum, put the Carthaginian ' 
cavalry on board his gallies, failed boldly through the Ro- 
man fleet, and got fafe to Drepanum, whence he made ) 
< incurfions into the territories of the allies of the Romans, fc 
and intercepted the provHions which were defigned far 

• A ' 
y Polyb. lib. i, cap. 45. Diod. Sic ibid. . ±f 
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the cohfular armies. This conduct occafione'd a greaf 
fcafcity \ti the two camps, which obliged one of the con- 
•fu!s to retire with his two legions from the reft of the 
army. In the mean time his colleague endeavoured to 
ihut up the harbour with a bar made of ftrong beam*?, 
fattened together with iron braces : but this work wate 
.foon deftroyed by the winds, and ftrong currents. How- 
ever, the report being fpread at Carthage, that the har- 
bour was (hut up, no veflel would venture out for fome 
time, to bring them from Lilybseum an account of the 
fiege. At length a Rhodian, by name Hannibal, under- 
took to enter the harbour, and bring them intelligence 
how their affairs flood in that quarter. He accordingly 
put to fea, and, getting fafe to one of thofe iflands which 
lie oppofite to Lilybseum, the next morning, with a fair 
wind, and a frefli gale, he pafled through the enemy's 
•fleet, and, to their great furprize, entered the port. The 
-coriful gave ftrift orders to have a more careful eye on the 
entrance of the haven, and ordered ten of his lighted 
veffels to be placed there, with their oars, like fo many 
wings, difplayed, and ready to fly after the prey they ex- 
Hisfuccifs. Reeled. The Rhodfan, depending upon his fkill in fea- 
affairs, and the lightnefs of his veflel, not onlyefcaped 
fafely, but in contempt of the Romans, who purfued 
him, would often lie upon his oars, till they got near 
. him, and then -row quite round their veffels. He thus 

pafled and repaflMfeVeral times, carrying to Carthage an 
account of the Hege^ and to Lilybaeum the orders of the 
fenate. The fuccelfsful temerity of the Rhodian encou- 
raged fever al Carthagini&ns to make the like attempt; 
but one of th.efe adventurers, lefs fkilful than Hannibal in 
the knowlege of the currents between the rocks and the 
flats, grounded., and was taken by the Romans. The con- 
fur immediately put on board this light galley the heft 
crew he had, and waited with impatience for a frefli in- 
fult from the Rhodian. It was not long before that ad- 
venturer entered the port again in the night, according to 
his cuftom •, and was preparing to fail out in broa,d day, 
not knowing that the Rornans were now matters of a gal- 
ley which was as good a failer as his own. He weighed 
anchor with great confidence, and failed out of the port 
in fight of the enemy*s fleet -, but was greatly furprifed to 
fee the Romans purfue him clofe, arid at length come up 
with him, notwithftanding the lightnefs of bis veflel. 
After an obllinate refiftance, the Rhodian veflel was 
feoardedj and taken with all her crew; The Romans, be- 
• s* ing 
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tag now in pofleffion of two light gallies, (hut up the port 
fo effectually, that no Carthaginian ever after attempted 
to enter it z . 

The befieged were not difcouraged by being deprived 
. of this advantage; they refilled two general attacks of the 
befiegers, and obliged them to retire with great Slaughter, 
after they had got pofleffion of the firft rampart. The 
advantage they gained in thefe attacks was followed by 
another, which had like to have reduced the Romans to 
defpair. A fudden ftorm arifing, and the wind blowing 
from the land with .fuch violence, as almoft to overturn 
the machines of the Romans, the Carthaginians, by the 
advice of fome mercenary Greeks in their fervice, took 
advantage of thiraccidentj and {allying out, fet fire to the 
galleries, platforms, towers, and baliftae, of the befiegers. 
As the ftorm blew full in the faces of the Romans, they The works 
were fo blinded with the fmoke, that they could only h 'f ori Li h m 
throw their darts at a venture* while the flame, which jJJJJJjf*" 
fpread very faft, gave light to the enemy. The boafted 
conftancy of the Romans would not have been able to 
•bear up under this terrible difafter, had not their generous 
friend Hiero raifed their drooping fpirits, by fending 
them convoys of provifions, and exhorting them not to 
abandon the enterprize. 

After this (bock, the conful, finding himfelf not in a thefitgt 
.condition to take Lilybaeum by force, turned the fiege tanud '*** 
jnto a blockade. At Rome the news of this difafter made * fackadt. 
different impreffions on the people and the fenate. Ten 
thoufand of the people, entering into an aflbciation to 
ierve in the army before Lilybaeum, paffed over to Mef- 
fana, and from thence marched on foot to the Roman 
camp. In the fenate many were for concluding a peace ; •> 

and the difpute rofe to fuch a height, that from words 
they came to blows, and one fenator was killed for appear- 
ing too zealous for a peace. The next year; when P. 
Claudius Pulcher, and L. Junius Pullus, were confuls, 
♦proved ftill more unfortunate for Rome. The former, 
who had the command of the land-forces, and inherited 
all the pride and rafhnefs of the Claudian family, no fooner 
arrived at the camp than he began to defame his prede- 
cefibrs, and reproach the foldiety with indolence and 
cowardice. Though he had but little knowlege in the 
ait of war, his temper put him upon projects which re- 
quired great. mil in military affairs; and he was too 

* Polyb. lib. i. cap. 45—48. Diod. Sicul, ibid. Zonar. lib* viiu 
.; prou4 



3$4 ^* RomaH HijUry. ^ 

proud to taie advice. He had fcarce affbmed the <£>&<* 
jnand of the *nny> when, without eonfiiiting the other 
officers, he formed a defign of furprifing Drepanom, 
where Adherbal, an able captain, commanded for the 
Carthaginians* With this view he put to fea in the night, 
with a fleet of a hundred and twenty gallies that lay be- 
fore Lilybaeura, having on board due flower of his land* 
forces. Adherbal was furprifed, when, at bceak of day, 
he dfifcovered the enemy's fleet ; but recolk£Ung, that if 
he fuffered the harbour toihe blocked up> he muft endnse 
,all the calamities incident to a liege, he refotoed to •ven- 
tre an engagement.. He therefore failed out of the post 
with a iqjuadron of ninety gallies, and concealed himfdf 
•beh&d cocks till the Roman fleet began to enter the mouth 
.of the haven. He then appeared, and, falling upon the 
*jO£my'0 iq&adron before they could form in line of battle, 
pat tfeeru into great confufioa. All the Roman officers 
advifed Claudius jto return to their former ftation before 
jteiybaeum $ but he being obftinately bent upon engaging, 
packed about, and with theutmoft difficulty drew up in a 
imevf battle akwogflio re, infuch a disadvantageous fitua- 
ition, tjhat, ip caie of being obliged to give way, his vefieb 
£pi)}d.n9t efcape periihing among the rocks* Notwith- 
ftanding this difadvantage, Claudius perfifted in his fop- 
mqr defign of engaging the enemy, not only contrary to 
.the opinion of his .officers, but in defiance of the aufpices, 
whiebk was then thought highly impious to detpife ; for, 
wh£n the facred, chickens were confulted in his prefence, 
and *fcf tried to feed, he threw them, coop and all, into the 
fpa: *<jlf they will not eat, let them drink," faid he; not 
j&Se&ing, jthat fudi a contempt of religion would diC- 
Vr. of Fl. couragehb troops. Indeed the Romans feemed to have 
Joft their courage in the a£tion which enfued ; they made 
hilt a -feint refiftance, and fuffered themfelves to be board* 
ed by the. enemy, and driven either upon the fhore or 

_ againftrthe rooks- Claudius, vrtio had been fo forward 

Claudius to hazard a battle, no fooner faw the vi£kory incline to 

defeated by Adherhail's fide, than he retired as faft as he could with 

the Car* thirty gallies, leaving /the reft to ftruggle with the waves, 

thaginians- the, rocks, and the enemy. The Romans loft ninety gal- 

lies, in ihifiillrcondtifted action. Eight thoufand of their 

m^niwete either killed or drowned, and twenty thoufand 

taken and font prifonerato Carthage. The Carthaginians 

gained ;thte Signal vi&osy without lofing a fingle man, ox 

one galley *. 

* Polyb. cap. 49. 53. Diod. Sic. ibid. Orof. lib. iv. cap. 10- VaL, 
iduc^ib i. cap. 4. Frontin. Strat. lib. ii. cap. 13, 
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T^e news of this fabl a&ion no fooncr reached Rome* 
.than Claudius was recalled, and ordered to name a di&a- 
tor. The proud conful, to infult the fenate, and in deri- 
,£6n q{ the laws, nominated to that fupreme .dignity one 
of ^ his own clients, naraefl Claudius Glycias, a man of th£ 
jjieaneft of the people, who had no other office in the 
city but that of viator, or tipftaff, to Claudius* during his 
confulate. This unfeafonable jeft provoked all orders of 
.men againft Claudius. The mockndi&ator was forced to 
abdicate;. but the fenate allowed him to wear the robe 
bordered with purple, called prxtexta, in the theatre 
and circus, for the reft of his life,, for having refigiied 
bis dictatorship with a good grace* v M. Attilius Cala* 
, tinus Succeeded him, whV appointed the famous Cseci- 
. lius -Metellus general of the horfe. Claudius was, after Claudius 
his depofition, tried before the people for his mifde- depoftd 
. meanors. Some writers fay he was condemned } others *** ****** 
affirm, that the people were prevented from condemning 
him, and driven from the forum, by a fudden florin, v 
which they looked upon as a tacit absolution given him 
.by the gods, and therefore did not call him to judgment 
again b . But this has the air of a fable, intended to wipe 
off the ftain from the Claudiah family, which was in 
great power at Rome. Polybius fays he was tried, and 
fubje&ed to a very rigorous fentence c . / 

The other conful, Junius Pullus, failed with & jleet of Thieonful 
fc hundred and twenty gallies, and eight hundred other $***** 
veffels* to Syracufe, m order to take iri provifions there J^S^ 1 *'* 
.for the camp before Lilybseum. From Syracufe he fent ; 
the quaeftors before him, with a fquadron, to fupply the 
..prefent wants of the army, while he followed with the 
reft of the fleet* Adherbal, who carefully watched all 
. the motions of the Roman fleet, rid fooner heard that the 
.conful was at fea, than he detached Carthaio from Dre- 
. panum with a hundred gallies, ordering him to cruife oiF 
, faeraclea, and there wait for the Roman fleet and con* 
voys. Receiving intelligence that the Roman fquadron 
appeared ar! fome diftance, he prepared to engage them* 
promi/ing himfelf a fure victory. The quteftors, dif- 
fident of their own ftrength, {heltered themlclves among 
certain rocks near Phintia, a city fubje& to the Romarisj 
where Carthaio attacked them, but was not attended witfi 
the fuccefs he expected, the Romans defending their* 

t> Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. ii. & de Divin* Val, Max. lib. viii. cap. u 

* tolyb. lib. i. capj 5a. " 
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veflefs with baliftac r and other engines, which they had 
brought from the town, and planted pn the (hore ; fo that 
Carthalo, after having taken only a few tranfports, retired 
to a harbour in a neighbouring river, where he came to an 
anchor, and kept a vigilant eye on the motions of the Ro- 
man fleet. While he was thus waiting for the quaeftors, 
he was informed, by the veffels he had fent out to make 
difcoveries, that the conful Junius had, with a numerous 
fleet, doubled cape Pachymim, and was fleering hiscourfe 
for Liiybseum. Upon this important intelligence, he im- 
mediately weighed anchor, refolving to give the conful 
battle, before he could join the quaeftor's fquadron. He 
crouded all the fail he could, and came in fight of the 
conful's fleet off Camerina. But Junius, not caring to 
hazard a battle, flood in fliore, and took fanftuary among 
the rocks that were next at hand, thinking it more advife- 
able to run fome hazard, than expofe, by the lofs of the 
fleet, which might be the confequence of a battle, the 
land-forces to the mercy of the enemy. Carthalo forbore 
attacking them in fo dangerous a poft ; but, retiring to a 
place between the two fleets, carefully obferred their mo- 
tions. The Carthaginian pilots, who were well (killed in 
the weather, and acquainted with thofe feas andcoaffe, 
foreseeing by certain figns that a ftorm would foon arife, 
advifed Carthalo to weigh anchor, double cape Pach.ynura, 
and (helter himfelf under the oppofite (hore. Carthalo 
followed their advice, having with great difficulty doubled 
the cape, and fecured his fleet, while the Roman fliips 
TJu Ro- were either dafhed againft the rocks, or driven upon the 
man fleet coaft. Never was there a more complete fliipwreck. We 
entirety de- are to ld, that of the conful's fleet, and the quasftor's fqua- 
. jtroje . d rorij which confided of a hundred and twenty gallies, 
and eight hundred tranfports laden with all forts of pro- 
virions and military ftores, not one veflel, nay, not a 
plank was faved d . Thus Rome was deprived of all her 
naval force, and once more renounced the empire of the 
fea. As the Romans, notwtthftanding thefe loffes, were 
ftill ftronger by land, .the blockade of Lilybaeum was con- 
Eryx fur- tiriued. The conful Junius, to repair his misfortune, 
phfedby made an attempt upon Eryx, a place of great ftrength, 
theconjul fituated on the declivity of a mountain, bearing the fame 
Junius. namei an d the higheft in Sicily, except Mount Mtm. 
Hefucceeded in his attempt, and furprifed the place in 
the night, by the help of fome foldiers, who betrayed it 

4 Poly b. lib. i. cap. 54—56. Diod. in Excerpt. p.SSo. 
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iohirri. To fecure this conqueft, he built a fort at the 
foot of the mountain, and placed agarrifon in it of eight 
hundred men. But Carthalo, foon after, made a defcent, 
took the fort by afTault, and put the garrifon to the fword % 
Some writers fay, that Junius was taken prifoner in de- 
fending the place f ; others, that he laid violent hands on 
himfelf, for fear of being condemned at Rome for hid 
ill conduct*. 

One of the confuls being dead, and the other depofed, 
the dictator's prefence became neceffary in Sicily. As Tfo d\8a- 
from the foundation of Rome no dictator had appeared t? r ft"t . 
out of Italy, great things were % expected from him : but wt0 Sta & 9 
Attilius performed no remarkable exploits. He gained 
fome fmall advantages before Lilybseum, and then return- 
ed to prefide at the .elections for the enfuing year 5 when 
two were promoted to the confulate, who had enjoyed that 
dignity once before, C. Aurelius Cotta, and P. Servilius 
Geminus. The Romans having no fleet, the confuls 
were ordered to purfue the fiege of Lilybfcum, and to Thentnuf 
prevent the Carthaginians from carrying fuccours or pro- con fi*b 
virions into that place, or into Drepaniirn. Carthalo {JJ£>Jj» 
finding the Romans every-where upon their guard, he Sicily. 
endeavoured to draw one of the confuls out of Sicily, by 
making a defcent upon Italy, and ravaging the provinces 
belonging to the republic ; but upon the firft advice that 
he had landed in JLucania, the praetor of Rome, putting 
himfelf at the head of an army, which was immediately 
rai fed in the city, forced him to re-embark, and return- to 
Sicily. And now his mercenary troops began to murmur 
for want of pay, no money having been fent 'them for 
fome time from Carthage, which was almoft entirely 
exhaufted with fo long and expenfive a war. To put £ 
(lop to the mutiny, he punifhed the moft feditious with 
great- rigour: fome were tranfported to defert iflands, and 
left to perifti ; others were fent to Carthage, and there 
executed. 

This feverity provoked even thofe who were peace- 
ably inclined,> mfomuch that, the rebellion becoming 
general, Carthalo was feafonably recalled, and a com- 
mander fent in his room, who became afterwards* fa- Hamilcar 
mous for his implacable hatred to the Romans. This Barc f s 
great man was Hamilcar, furnamed Barcas, the fa- $£j/* /r 
ther of the famous Hannibal, the greateft officer Car- 
thage ever produced. Hamilcar, having appeafcd the fe- 

c Polyb. lib. i. cap. 56. <" Zonar. lib* viii. cap. 15. g Cic. 

de Nat. Deor. lib* ii. 
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dklon which his predeccffor had raifed by his utrfeafbnafcfe 
rigour, failed to Italy, and, more fuccefsful than Carthalo, 
laid wafte the territories of the Locrians and Brutians, 
and returned to Sicily with an^mmenfe booty. Haying 
landed his troops, he encamped on a fteep rock between 
Panormus and Eryx, both belonging to the Romans ; and 
from thence making incurfions into the lands of the allies 
of Rome, he fo bar a fled the confuls, that they could make 
but little progrefs in the fiege of Lilybaeum. Hamilcar's 
campaign was looked upon at Carthage as a mafterly piece 
of conduct. He had fubfifted, in oppofition to the utmoft 
efforts of the Romans, and at the expence of their allies, 
between two of their cities, and at a great diftance from 
any place allied to Carthage, and at the fame^time dif- 
eoneerted all the meafures of the confuls. 
Bothtfo The new confuls, L. Caecilius Metellus, and Eabius 

new con- Buteo, were both ordered to Sicily; the former, who had 
^t^'l ' ^ een con ^ once before, and was fo famous for his mag- 
%n 9 tay, n ifi cen t triumph, was appointed to carry on the fiege of 
Lilybaeum, and his colleague to befiege Drepanum. Ha- 
milcar, by innumerable fallies from his eminence, kept 
both the confuls employed, and by this conduct prevented 
them from gaining any confiderable advantage during the 
campaign. He feemed to be every where ' 9 his forefigbt 
extended to all particulars, and his valour was equal to 
any attempt h . 
While aflairs were in this fituation in Sicily, the Ro- 
> mans pillaged the coafts of Africa, with a fleet built and 
equipped at the expence of private perfons ; for the re- 
public had laid afide all thoughts of building newgallies 9 
after the lofies (he had fuftained. However, (he pafled 
a decree, impowering all her fubje&s to build, equip, 
and arm flaps at their own charges, to pillage the coaftof 
Africa, and apply all the plunder to their own ufe. The 
republic even lent the gallies fhe had left to private per- 
fons, with this provifo only, that they fhould return them 
in as good condition as that in which they had received 
A flat 4 them. This fleet of privateers committed great devaluations 
trivateers on ^ c coa ^ °^ Africa, entered the port of Hippo, fet fire 
thftats a t0 tne fl^ips and houfes, and put to fea again loaded with 
Carthagu rich booty. On their return to Sicily they met a Cartba- 
manjkit. ginian fleet carrying provifions to Ha mil car,- and, gained 
a confiderable advantage over it. However, the pride of 
the Romans being now in a good jneafure abated by their 

% Polyb. lib. h cap. 56, Diodor, Sic. in Excerpt. 
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late misfortunes* they confented at laft to an exchange of. 
prifoners; and they were exchanged man for man. As 
the Carthaginians had more captives to redeem than the 
Romans, the latter received money for the overplus, which 
recruited their exhaufted treafury. The number of the 
Roman citizens appeared, by a cenfus taken this year, 
to be no more than two hundred and fifty-one thoufand 
two hundred and twenty* which was lefs, by eighty-fix 
thoufand five hundred and feventy-five, than the number . 
taken at the laft cenfus : a very confiderable diminution, 
which can only be afcribed to the war *. 

In the following year M. Otaciljus Craffus, and M. 
Fabius Licinus, were created confuls ; but they made 
little or ncf progrefsin the fiege of Lilybaeum, which was 
the province allotted to them, being daily haxafled by par- 
ties fent outagainft them by Hamilcar. As they did not 
return before the time of their confulate expired, Tib. Co- 
runcanius was appointed di&ator, to prefide at the elec- 
tion of new magiftrates,* when M. Fabius Buteo, and C. 
Attilius Bulbus, were chofen confuls. During the con- 
fulate of Otacilius and Fabius, a wom^n of the firft rank 
was feverely punrfhed,'for dropping forne words which 
betrayed a want of affe&ion for the public. Claudia, Ctaudta 
the fifter of the late Claudius Pulcher, z woman tin&ured P" n ifl'* 
with the vices of her family, returning in a chariot from Z^m* 
a public fhew, happened to be preffed in the throng, wordsa* 
Thus hampered, (he exclaimed, in a tranfport of rage j gainft thg 
'*' I wifh my brother Claudius were alive again, that he P**fk* - 
might rid Rome, as formerly, of the mob, with which 
the city is crouded." For thefe words (he was cited by 
the two sediles to appear before the tribes ; and, notwitlv- 
(landing all the body of the nobility could urge in her 
favour, (he was forced to appear before the tribunal of 
the Roman people, and condemned to pay a fine of twenty- 
five thoufand afes of brafs, (that is, eighty pounds fourteen 
{hillings and feven pence) which the aedile Sempronius 
employed in building a little chapel on the hill Aventinus, 
dedicated to Liberty k . g Haptilcar , 

The two new confuls had no fooner entered upon their Jupptiis li* 
office, than they fet out for Sicily. The Romans hoped l J b ?» m ^ 
to reduce Lilybseum by famine, and therefore perfifted in ^jL^°* 
carrying on the fiege : but the brave Hamilcar found 
means to fupply the place with frefli provifions by fea. 
The fame year, the Roman privateers gained a confider- 

* Zonar. lib. viii. cap. 1 6. %Av. Epit. lib. %ix. I s Aul. Gel. 

lib. x, cap* $. Val, Max. lib. viii. cap. i. 
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able vi&ory over a Carthaginian fleet, within fight* of the 
ifland of ,/Egimur, near Africa ; but were afterwards 
dafhed in pieces by a ftorm, which drove them againft 
the rocks on the coaft of Africa l . t 

Notwithstanding all thefe difappointments, the Ror 
mans continued the fiege of Lilybseum, and difpatched 
their two new confuls, A. Manlius Torquatus and C. 
Sempronius Biaefus, into Sicily, with orders to ufe their 
utmoft efforts againft the place. As it was well fupplied 
with provifions, Hamilcar gave himfelf no farther trou- 
ble about relieving it, or fenjdin,g in new ftores. He was 
engaged in a defign to recover the city of Eryx, formerly 
taken by the conful Junius. This was a difficult and 
.dangerous enterprize. The city of Eryx flood about the 
middle of the mountain of that name, and was fortified 
by art as well as by nature. The Romans were in pot- 
fefijon of the temple of Venus Eryciria, on the fummit of 
the mountain, and had a fort at the bottom of it, de- 
fended by a good garrifon. But no difficulty could dif- 
courage the Carthaginian 'general : he fet out from his 
camp in the dead of nighjt, and winding round the moun- 
tain in a profound filence, arrived undiscovered at the 
gates of the city, which he eafily forced open, and made 
himfelf matter »of the place. All thofe who were found 
under arms he put to the {word, and fent the re^l prifoners 
to Drepanum m . The war now took anbther turn : the Ro- 
mans made it their whole bufinefs to difpoflefs Hamilcar 
of this advantageous poll, and the Carthaginian did all 
that lay in his power to maintain himfelf in it. The Ro- 
mans, who were matters of a fort at the foot of the 
mountain, befieged him ; and he, at the fame time, be- 
fieged the Romans, who were potted at the top of it, in 
the temple of Venus. 

In this pott, between two garrifons of the enemy, Ha* 
milcar maintained himfelf, and amufed the Romans, two 
whole years. This diverfion was pf great fervice to his 
country 5 for, in the mean time, the fiege of Lilybaeuni 
advanced but flowly, and that of Depranum was raifed. 
The nety corjfuls, C. Fundanius Fundulus and C- Sulpi- 
cius Gallus, endeavoured in vain to drive Hamilcar from 
his pott. The befieged and the befiegers fuffered, each 
in their turn, all the miferies of war arid famine. No 
day paffed without fome rencounter. Both parties feemed 
infenfible of pains and fatigues, and bore the inconve- 
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latencies of hunger and watching, as if their bodies had 
been proof againft pain and hardfliips. After the confuls 
had, by many ftratagems, attempted in vain to make 
themfelves matters of the difpiited city of Eryx, the 
Gauls, who made up the beft part of Hamilcar's garrifon, 
being exhaufted with continual righting, and not receiv- 
ing their pay, plotted together to put the place into the ' 
hands of the Romans: but Hamilcar difcovered and de- 
feated their defign. However, they delivered up to the 
confuls an advanced poft which they guarded, and en- 
tered into their fervice. r This is the firft time we read of 
foreign forces in the pay of the republic, whofe armies 
bad hitherto confifted either of Roman citizens, paid by 
the public, or of Italian allies, maintained by their re- 
fpe&ive ftates. 

But now the fenate, being convinced that the republic 
could never eftabli(h her dominion in Sicily, fo long as 
the Carthaginians were matters of the fea, turned their, 
thoughts anew to the equipment of a fleet, refolving to j n(no 
try fortune a third time, how averfe foever fhe had hi- Roman 
therto been. They propofed to man their vefTels with A" &*& 
hired troops from foreign countries, that, in cafe of new at J? m 
misfortunes, Rome might not fufFer fo great a lofs of her pri^alt 
own citizens as (he had formerly fuftained. The great ^tiztns. 
difficulty was how to find money for fuch an undertaking, 
the public treafury being quite exhaufted. On this oc- 
cafion, the fenators gave to the reft of the citizens an ex- 
ample of zeal for the fervice of their country. The moft 
wealthy among them built each a quinqueremis at his . 
own expence ; others taxed themfelves, and a galley was 
fitted out at the joint expence of three or four : by thefe 
means a fleet of two hundred quinqueremes was put to 
fea by private perfons, without any other burden on the 
republic than that of undertaking to reimburfe the pri- 
vate perfons, when fhe fhould be in a condition to defray 
that expence. All the vefTels that compofed this new ar- 
mament were built upon the model of that light galley, 
which had been taken from Hannibal the Rhodian n . 

» The confuls chofen for the new year were C. JLutatius 
Catulus, and A. Pofthumius ; but the latter, being at th6 
tame time high-prieft of Mars, Csecilius Metellus, at this 
time pontifex maximus, would not fufFer him to exercife / 
any military fun&ion ; fo that he had the bare name of 
conful. The republic, not thinking it prudent to .truflt 

* Polyb, lib. ir cap. 60. Zon. lib. viii. cap. 6, 
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the command of her armies to one general!*: and bdrtgf 
aware of the inconveniencies which would ariie from the 
foo long abfence of the praetor, to whom it fell to fupply 
the place of the conful, created a fecond pr&tdr, that 
one might be at the head of the army, and the other re* 
Yr. of Fl. fide at Rome, for the adminiftratioh of juftice. One of 
AntVchr t ^ c ^ c P r * t0 ?" s waS t0 hear cau fe$ between citizen and ci» 
4 3 o, f tlzen, and the other to decide between citizens and fo- 
il. C. $18. feigners ; whence the former was called pnetor urbanus, 
» j ' ■ and the latter, praetor peregrinus. The two praetors chofe 
their provinces by lpt, and Tvere themfelves chofen, as 
the confute, in the comitja, by centuries *. Valerius 
JFalfo was t}ie firft praetor peregrinus. He embarked bn 
hoard the new fleet, to rnafcc war together with the con? 
?!/i**Ybv ^ Lutatius in Sicily- They began the campaign with 
thi la- tf* e " e g e 9? Drepanum, and foon made a breach in the 
mans. wall with their engines, which battered the place day and 
night. As the conful was mpunting the breach at the 
head of his men, he received a dangerous wound in the 
thigh ; being greatly beloved by tne foldiers, they al| 
haftened to his relief, ajid, giving over, the attack, carried 
him back to the camp. After this accident, he did not 
pufh on the fiege with great vigour : but, being perfuad- 
ed that the Carthaginian fleet would foon appear, and 
that a vifiory at fea would contribute much more than 
lutatius the taking of a (ingle town towards the entire con* 
rfjblwj to queft pf Sicily, he turned all his thoughts to the difcU 
wintun an pi; n i n g D f his m^u, and preparing tfiem for a naval erA* 

VSu S a g ement ' 

He was not yet cured of his wound, when news were 

brought him, that a Carthaginian fleet t)f four hundred 

fliips, under the command of Jlattno, had teen feeh at; 

fea. This pow^rfi^l armament- was the laft effort of the 

African republic. Hannp had on board new levies, 

arms, money, provifipns, and all forts of ftores Hi$ 

defign was, to touch at the port of Eryx before the Rcr 

mans copld have an account of his motions, and to fail 

from thence in queft of the enemy's fleet, after he had 

unloaded his veflels, and taken o.h board the flower of hl$ 

. troops, together with Hamilcar, whole name he thought 

would fill the Romans with terror. Lutatius, though 

indifpofed, having caufed himfelf to be carried on board 

$he praetorian galley, immediately ordered the fleet to join 

tfo$ fcjdadron before LUybapum, and ftcqr t^ir toutf* 

f &?.i«%itl$.*i* 

dirpaj^ 
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Alve&ly to the iflands calted £gates, the place of r£tW 
dezvous for the enemy's fleet. He bad fcarce left Lily* 
tweum, when he defcried the Carthaginian fleet off Hiera, 
ihaping their courfe to Eryx ; and ordered the comman- 
ders or his veflels to prepare for a battle. The wind watf 
then favourable for the Romans ; but it changed all on a 
frdden, and at the fame time the fea began to run very 
high. • However, the eonful, after having been forntf 
time in fufpenfe, and undetermined what to do, refolvetf 
not to defer the engagement one moment. " After all, 
ffaid he), we (hall have a greater advantage in fighting 
with (hips that are heavy laden, than disadvantage in the 
ronghnefs of the fea. If Hanno carries his fleet to Eryx, 
takes Hamilcar on board, embarks his brave mercenaries,' 
and gets rid of thefe new recruits, the fuccefs will be • 
more doubtful, and the vi&ory longer difputed." Uponf 
thefe confederations, Lutatius formed his line of battle, 
and made dire£Uy towards the enemy. As the Cartha* 
ginians were on this occafion inferior to the Romans in 
every thing, etcept the number df their (hips, the difpute 
was foon decided* The Romans routed them at the firft Tie R$* 
dnfet. Fifty of the Carthaginian veflels were funk, and ****sg*m 
feventy taken, with all the mariners and foldiers they had *fj*"7 
on board. The reft, by an uncommon inftance of good * ' ta% 
fortune, made their efcape ; for the wind, which had hi- 
therto been favourable to the Carthaginians in their voy- 
. age to Sicily 1 , change^ all on a fudden, and favoured 
their efcape. After the battle, the eonful fleered his 
courfe to Lilybaum, to difpofe of the money, arms, pro- 
vifions, and the prifoners he had taken, who were at leaft 
ten thoufand in number. Such was the battle of the 
/Egades, which determined thfe fate of Sicily K 

Hamilcar was the firft who felt the effe&s of this fig* 
rial defeat. The eonful Lutatius had no fooner difpofed 
of his booty and captives, *hart he marched againft him, 
and, in feveral fkirmifhes, killed above two thoufand of 
his men $ fo that the African, having no longer any hopes 
of fuccour, was forced to capitulate. The Romans, fjamUta^ 
plated with their late vi&ory, infifted upon his paffing capitukttu 
under the yoke with his garrifon $ but he reje&ed the 
propofal with the utmoft indignation, protefting, that he 
would rather fuffer all extremities, than fubmit to fuch an 
indignity, or abandon a place with difgrace, which he • 

}iad (o long defended with honour. While he was treat* 

I Pttybt lib. \> ? 4 P- $o» Son** I*- ylil. cap. 17, Eutrop. lib. i. 
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ing with the conful, he received full powers from his re- 
public to do whatever he judged to be mod for her in- 
^ereft r Being thus appointed mediator between Carthage 
and Rome, he confidered v that Carthage was too much 
exhaufted to maintain her conqueftsr in Sicily ; and there- 
fore thought it more advifeable to yield the ifland by a 
treaty of peace, than to be driven Shamefully out. of it, 
and at the fame time expofe Africa to the ravages of a 
victorious fleet. For this purpofe, therefore, he Tent de- 
puties to Lutatius, who received them with great joy, be* 
ing defirous to put an end to the war before his conful- 
(hip expired, that his fucceflbrs might not have the glory 
of finifhing a work which had. coft fo much blood and 
labour. 

Both parties being thus difpofed to purfue the fame end, 
after fome flight difficulties, the conful drew up the fol- 
lowing articles, while he lay before Eryx, as the terms of 
a peace between the two republics. " There ihall be 
peace and friendfhip between Rome and Carthage upon 
the following conditions, if they are approved by the peo- 
ple of Rome. i. The Carthaginians {hall evacuate all 
the places which they have in Sicily, and entirely quit 
the ifland. 2. They fliall in twenty years pay the Ro- 
mans, at equal payments every year, two thoufand two 
hundred talents of filver, (that i$» four hundred thirty- 
feven thoufand two hundred and. fifty pounds fterling.) 
3. They fhall reftore the Roman captives and dcferters 
without ranfom, and redeem their own prifoners# with 
money. 4. They (hall not make war upon Hierp, king 
of Syracufe, or his allies." Thefe articles being agreed 
on, Hamilcar furrendered Eryx, upon condition that all 
his foldiers (hould march out with him upon his paying 
for each of them eighteen Roman denarii. Hoftages were 
given on both fides, and this long war concluded with a 
truce q . The only thing now remaining was to get thefe 
articles confirmed by the, Roman people aflembled in the 
comitia, they being the fole arbiters of peace and war. 
For this purpofe both Lutatius and Hamilcar fent deputies 
to Rome. The republic, though overjoyed at the conful's 
fuccefs, was difiatjsfied with the too .eafy. terms he had 
granted the Carthaginians; and there/ore- appointed ten 
commiffioners to; treat perfonally ,wijt,h Hamilfar, and de* 
mand farther advantages. Thefe fc after haying thorough- 
ly informed themfelves of the .ftate of affairs, added tq 

s 

q .Polyb. lib. i. «p. 6*. Zonar, lib. vii, cap. 17. Orof. lib. iv. 
cap. ii. • i '* ,i * T '*'"■ *■ ' - "* ■ • • 
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the former articles two more ; namely, " i. That a thou- 
sand talents fhould be paid immediately, and the two 
thoufand two hundred in the fpa£e of ten years, at equal 
payments. 2. That the Carthaginians fhould quit all the 
little iflands about Italy and Sicily, and never more come 
near them with (hips of war, or raife mercenaries in thofe 
places." Neceffity obliged Hamilcar to confent to thefe 
new terms ; but he returned to Cartharge with an hatred 
to the Romans, which he did not even fuffer to die with 
him, but left as an inheritance to his fon, the famous 
Hannibal. It may be juftly faid of Hamilcar, that his 
country had never yet produced a general equal to him in 
valour and prudence. He always conquered as long as 
his republic could fupport him, and only funk in the com- 
mon 'misfortunes of his country. 

Next year the conful Lutatius, and the praror Valerius, 
who had afted as his colleague, were continued- in Sicily, 
the firft in quality of proconful, and the fecond in that of 
propraetor, while the two new confuls, Q^Lutatius Cerco, 
and A. Manlius Atticus, marched an army into Hetruria 
to quell a fudden rebellion of the Falifci, who had affront- 
ed a tribune of the people, and revolted. The two con- 
fuls were therefore ordered to enter Hetruria, and bring 
the Falifci back to their duty. The rebels did not confine 
themfelves to the defence of their city, but, taking the 
field, fought two pitched battles in the fpace of fix days. 
The'fuccefs of the firft was pretty equal; but the fecond 
turned fo much to their difadvantage, that they were 
obliged to lay down their arms, and deliver up their city 
to the conquerors, after they had loft fifteen thoufand 
men. Their capital, fituated on an inacceflible mountain, 
was rafed ; but they were allowed to build a new city in 
the plain ; their arms, horfes, part of their moveables, 
and half their lands, were confifcated '. From Hetruria 
the confuls returned to Rome, and from thence parTed 
over into Sicily to put the laft hand to the peace, which 
was ratified by the folemn faerifice of a fow, and the mu- 
tual oaths of the two nations. Thus ended the firft Pu- 
nic war, the longeft and moft memorable which had ever 
teen waged till that time. It had lafted four-and-twenty 
years, during which time the conquerors loft feven hun- 
dred fhips, and the conquered only five hundred* 

The great affair at Rome was to determine the fate of 
fjicily, the manner in which it fhould be governed, and 
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Vr. of Fl. the emoluments which the republic ftonld draw from fo 
*"*• valuable a conqueft. The whole ifland, except the king- 
Ante Chr* j^j^ ^ Syracufe, was declared a Roman province, to be 
U.C* 9 5i9* governed by Roman laws, and Roman magiftrates. A 
* praetor was fent annually thither to be governor and judge 

Sicily modi in civil caufes, and a quxftor to receive the revenues of 
* Roman t fe c republic. Thefe revenues were either fixed or cafual. 
(rovmct. The fixcd WCfC ^11^ tributes, and confided of a certain 
fum of money* which die province was every year to 
' pay into- the public trcafury. The cafual were the tenths 
. of the product of the lands, and the duties upon mer- 
chandize exported and imported. Certain officers, called 
publicans, generally chofen out of the body of the Roman 
knights, were appointed to levy both thefe forts of taxes ; 
and the latter fort were farmed by the publicans at a cer- 
tain annual rent, which they constantly paid the republic 
at ail events. However, thefe firied revenues did not 
hinder the Romans from often demanding of die pro- 
vinces eltraordinary fuppiies'of men, (hips, and corn. 
There were now but two fovereigits in the whole ifland, 
Hiero, and the Romans ; add, as there reigned a perfeft 
union between them, the Sicilians enjoyed all the bfcffings 
of an uninterrupted peace. 

Sicily being thus fettled in perfe& tranquility, the two 
confuls, Lutatius Cerco, and kfanlius Attkus, the pro- 
conful Lutatius Catutus, and the propraetor Valerius, re- 
turned to Rome with their troops, to receive there the 
honourable reward of their labours. The proconful and 
propraetor triumphed for the naval vi£tory at the 2&gades» 
and the confuls enjoyed the fame honour for having van- 
quiihed the Falifci in Hetruria. 
7ht public The joy of the people of Rome for their late profperity 
joy damped wa8 much danfped by two dreadful misfortunes, which 
bytwomif* f u owe d clofe upon one another. The Tiber on a fud- 
Jortuuts. ^ en ovcr fl OWC( j w i t i! fo^ violence, as to overturn a grtat 
many houfes in the lower grounds ; and the water con- 
tinued ftagnated fo long in the forum, as greatly to da- 
mage the foundations of the buildings in that quarter. 
After this inundation, a fire broke out in the upper city, 
and thence fpread as far as the forum. Rome, fays Livy ', 
loft more wealth in one day than (he had got by many 
viftories. The temple of Vefta was not exempted from 
the common misfortune, and the moft ancient monuments 
of religion would have been deftroyed* had not Caecilius 
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Metetyts, then pontifex raaximus, ventured his life to 
fave them. He made his way through the flames, went Metelks 
into the fanduary where the palladium was kept, and /gnalizes 
laved it from the fire ; an a&ipn more celebrated in hif- Msxeai. 
tory than the glorious vi&ory which he gained over the 
Carthaginians at the head of a confular army. One of 
bis arms was greatly injured in the attempt ; anjd he en- 
tirely loft his eye-fight. This beroica) a&ion procured 
bim a mark of diftin&ion, which had never before been 
granted to any man ; he was allowed to be drawn to s 
the fenate-houfe in a chariot u . This . year the tribes 
were probably augmented to' thirty-five, by the addi- 
tion of the tribes Velina and Quirina. It is certain at 
Jeaft, that from, tbis time the tribes were reckoned to be 
thirty-five, which number was never afterwards increafecL 
The confular year was clofed with a cenfus, made by the 
cenfors Aurelius Cotta, and Fabius Buteo;. and, unlefs 
there be fome miftake in the cyphers, Eufebius reckons 
up but one hundred and fixty thoufand citizens able to 
bear arms. If his numbers are right, a prodigious mul- 
titude of citizens mull have periflied by the inundation 
and fire. 
The new confuls, C. Claudius Centho and M. Sempro* CnUmUt 

- nius Tuditanus, having no employment abroad, turned plauud 
their thoughts to the fecuring of their frontiers againft the niar &m& 
Gauls and Ligurians, by planting colonies in their neigh- *?*f #*- 
bourhood (K). The following confuUhip. of C. Mami- 
lius Turintis and (^Valerius Falto proved an interval of 
peace. The Romans were inclined to take arms anew 
againft the Carthaginians, who, having feized fome of 
their merchants Carrying arms and provisions to the re- 

* volted mercenaries, 4 had made five hundred of them pri- 
foners, and thrown fome of them into the fea; but they 
were appeafed by a refpeftful embaffy from Carthage, 

v Plin. lib. vii. cap. 43. Val. Max. lib. i. cap. iv. 

. (K) In the firft year after the tor, whofe children he had edu- 
Punic war Livius Andronicus, cated. His poetry was grown 
the reformer o£ the Roman obfolete in Cicero's time ; and, 
ft age, appeared at Rome. He in the judgement of that ora- 
introduced connected fables af- tor, would not bear a fecond 
ter the Oreek manner, inftead reading. Andronicus flourifli- 
of the buflbonries with which ed abont a hundred and fifty 
the people to that time had been years after the death of Euripi* 
entertained. He was the freed- des and Sophocles, and fifty- 
man of Marcus Livius Saljna- two after that of Menander. 

and 
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*t\A continued faithful to the treaty of peace, though the 
city of Utica, which had declared for the rebels, would 
have fubmitted to Rome, and the mercenaries, who had 
feized Sardinia, invited them to take pofleffion of that 
ifland (L). 

Carthage, during her war with the revolted mercena- 
ries, affe&ed to pay a great deference to Rome, and even 
releafed all the Italian merchants, who had been taken in 
carrying arms and provifions to the rebels. The Romans 
were fo well pleated with this inftance of refped, that 
they fent to Carthage, without ranfom, all the Cartha- 
ginian prifoners, who were ftill detained at Rome, pro- 
hibited their merchants all intercourfe and traffic with the 
rebels, and allowed them to fupply the Carthaginians 
with arms, provifions, and whatever they wanted *. Not- 
withftanding the fincere friendftrip which feemed to fub- 
fjft at this time between the two republics, Hamilcar had 
no fooner, "by his valour and conduct, put an end to the 
rebellion at home, than he turned alfhis thoughts to the 
humbling of a republic whofe interefts were fo oppofite 
to thofe of his country. As Carthage was not then in a 
condition to renew the war with Rome, he formed two 
fcrremes, which, if wifely purfued, might have cruflied 
the imperious republic, or at leaft brought her upon a 
level with Carthage. The firft was, to extend the Car- 
thaginian dominions in Spain, that his republic might be 
able to raife within her own dominions a fufficient num- 



* Zon. lib. viii. cap. 17. Polyb. lib. i. cap, ,83. 



(L) About this time Ennius, 
the famous poet, was born at 
Rudes, an ancient city of Ca- 
labria near Tarentum. He 
was the inventor of hexameter 
verfe among the Latins, though 
.the Greek was his mother- 
tongue. The life of Scipio 
Africanus, which he nvrote in 
choreics, was his mafter-piece. 
By this work he gained the af- 
fection or* the Cornelian family, 
who mewed their gratitude to 
him even after his death, de- 
poiiting his afhes in the fame 
tomb with thofe of Scipio Afri- 



canus, and erecting a marble 
flatue to him near the ftatue of 
that great commander. Be- 
fides the life of Scipio, he 
wrote the hiftory of Rome in 
eighteen books, recording in 
verfe the events of which he 
himfelf had been witnefs. His 
poem was a hiftory in verfe« 
The poet Naevius, who was 
his contemporary, after having 
made fome campaigns in the 
firft Punic war, wrote the 
hiftory of that war in verfe, 
according to the tafte of thofe 
times (1). 
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bcr of forties to oppofe thbfe multitudes of foldiers with 
•which Italy furnifned the Romans. The fecond was, to 
educate his fon Hannibal in fuch a manned, that he mould 
inherit his valour, his experience, and his hatred to the 
Romans, and fteadily purfue his defigns. Before he 
paffed the (heights, known then by the name of the Pil- 
lars of Hercules, in order to make war in Spain, he todk 
an opportunity to infpire his fon, though but nine years 
old, with his owta fentimerits. At a folemn facrifice 
offered to Jupiter, he took his fon by the hand, and, 
leading him to the altar, afked him, whether he was wil- 
ling to attend him in his Spaniih expedition. The cou- 
rageous boy not only confented to go, but conjured his 
father by the gods prefent to form him to viftory, and 
teach him the art of conquering. u That I will joyfully 
* do, replied Hamilcar, and with all the care of a father 
who loves you, if you will fwear upon the altars, to be an 
eternal enemy to the Romans." Hanibal readily coni- Hannibal 
plied with the. motion 5 and the folemnity of th6 cere- / w '*" *. 
tnoify made fuch an impreffion upon his mind, as nothing /^/ ttr * 
afterwards could ever efface. He then firft imbibed that t0 tni &f m 
hatred for Rome which ended only with his life. mans. 

In the following confulfhip of C. Manlius Turin us and Yr. of FL 
(^Valerius Falto, nothing memorable happened. During *i*«. 
the confulate of their fucceffors, T. Sempronius Gracchus Antc ^ hr# 
and P. Valerius Falto, the Italic Gauls, called Bqii, who had y <?* * # 
been fubdued by the Romans before the firft Punic war, * 

threw off the yoke, and joined the Falifci in Hetruria. 
The Ligures were alfo in motion, and feemed to threaten 
the republic with an approaching war ; the confuls there- 
fore divided their forces. Valerius, who marched againft 
the Gauls, was defeated with the lofs of three thoufahd 
five hundred menJ Upon advice of this defeat, M. Ge- 
nucius Cipus, one of the praetors, was difpatched from 
Rome with a reinforcement for the conful. Valerius, 
looking upon this appointment as a perfonal affront, re- 
folved to conquer the enemy before the fuccours arrived, 
or perifh in the attempt. Accordingly, he attacked the 
Gauls with fuch fury, that he killed fourteen thoufand, 
and took two thoufand prifoners. However, this vi&ory 
did not procure him a triumph, becaufe he had by his 
rafhnefs expofed the Roman army to the danger of a fe- 
cond defeat y. Sempronius, the other conful, gained 
• a battle againft the Ligurians ; but had not time to purfue 
his vi&ory, being by the republic ordered into Sardinia. 

1 Li v. Epit* lib. xx, Orof. lib. iv. cap. i*. Val. Max, lib, v. cap. 6. 

This 



4*o 9& Ronton tit/loty. 

This ifland tiad be$n formerly fqbdued by the tta&tf £ j 
but foon after returned under the dominion of its ancient 
. matters. The revolted mercenaries had feized it, and 
offered to put the Romans in poffeffion, in order to en* 
gage their affiftance. Rome made it then a point of ho* 
nour not to fide with the rebels ; but this fcrupulous point 
of honour was . of fhort duration* As this ifland was of 
great importance, and had never been formally yielded to 
the Carthaginians, the fcnate thought they might juftiy 
claim it by right of conqueft. They therefore fent, on 
triilipg pretences, Sempronius, with a fleet, to take pqf- 
feffion of it. The. conful, on his arrival, acquainted the 
Carthaginian commander, that if his republic did nc* im- 
mediately withdraw her troops from Sardinia, and xelin* 
quifh all pretentions to that ifland, he would, in the 
, name of the fenate and people of Rome, declare .war with 
£- ' Carthage. The Carthaginians, who had juft ended the 
4w*r Sar- war Wlt ^ fc ^e mercenaries, were fo alarmed at this decla- 
Snia* ration, of a conful at the head of an army, that they rea* 

dily gave up all claims to Sardinia for ever. This renun- 
ciation did not fatisfy the conful ; he obliged them to de- 
fray the charges of his armament, and pay the farther fum 
pi twelve hundred talents : an inftance of extortion which 
contributed to confirm Hamilcar in his hatred to the Ro* 
mans, and to render Hannibal inexorable in the wars 
which we {hall foon fee him carry on with great fpirit in 

.Italy «. 'v 

The new confuls, L. Cornelius Lentulus Caudinus and 
Q^Fulvius Flaccus, purfued the war with the Gauls and 
Liguriafis, in which they were attended with fuccefs 
while the two confular armies encamped together; but 

. the love of glory and booty having induced them to fcpa-" 
rate, Fulvius, who had entered the country of the Gauls 
bordering on the Po, was obliged to continue in his in- 
trench men t, and there pafs a melancholy and fhameful 
# campaign, under continual apprehenfions of a furprize- 
a IT • ^° rne ^ us Succeeded ?gainft the Ligurians neareft to He- 
ftaudf* tmria ; for in one action he killed twenty-four thoufand 

, of the enemy, . and took five thoufand prifoners. For this 
vi&ory he was honoured with a triumph *. 

The new confuls, P. Cornelius Lentulus Caudinus and 
C. Licinius Varus, were obliged to take the field againft 
the Cauls, whofe chiefs, depending on the. multitudes of 

. men they had affembled, and the expe&ation of a ftrong 

.reinforcement from the drier fide of the Alps, demanded 

2 Poly b. lib, L cap. 88, 89. Corn.,Nep. in Hannib. • Tab. 

-Triumph* • 

- the 
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the reftitution of Ariminum from the Romans. The con- 
fute, not having their troops complete, referred the affair 
to the fenate, and ih the mean while propofed a truce to 
*he Gauls, who readily confented to the propofal, upon the 
news they received, that a formidable army of Tranfal- 
pine Gauls, under the conduft of Atys and Galatius, two 
generals, or rather kings, were in full march to join them. 
This army was fo numerous, that it gave no fmall jealoufy 
io the Italian Gauls, who thereupon turned their arms 
againft thofe who were come to affift them, killed their 
two leaders, and put the whole body to flight. The ene- 
toy having thus defeated their own allies, Lentulus, with 
tme confular army brought both the Boii and Ligurians 
to reafofi, depriving the former of a part of their territory, 
and taking feveral ftrong places from the latter. In the 
iriean time Varus was preparing to pafs into the ifland of 
Cbrfka, which, by the fecret intrigues of the Carthagi- 
nians, had been induced to (hake off the Roman yoke. 
The conful, not finding a fleet read/to tranfport his whole Claudius 
army, was forced to lend a fquadron before him under Glycies 
the command fof that Claudius Glycias wIiq had been -^V*" 
formerly named diftator in derifion. He had fince^that or ^ 
time been honoured with feveral military employments, 
and always diltinguiflied himfelf among the troops. 
When he faw himfelf at the head of part of the confular 
army, fwelled with ambition, he thought it would be 
much to his honour to gain this ifland to the republic 
, without bloodfhed ; and therefore, without the confent 
of the conful or fenate, he made a {hameful peace with the 
Corficans. The conful, on his arrival, difannulled the Cor/ca 
treaty, renewed the war, and fubdued the iflaud by J"™*'** 
force of arms. Claudius was delivered up to the Cor- 
ficans, whom he drew, faid tbey, into a bloody war. 
by a fallacious peace. In which fentence the fenate had 
Kkewife the farther view of preventing thp reproach which 
'might have been caft upon the conful for" having made war 
upon a people who dfepended on the, faithful execution of 
a treaty, , The Corficans had more honour than to treat 
him with feverity : they fent him back to Rome, where 
he was put to death in prifon ; and {hen his body, being 
carried to the top of the fteps, called Scalae Gemoniae (M), 

was 

(M) The Gemonia was a their execution, k wis on 

place appointed either for tor- the hill Aventinus, and there 

turing criminals, or for re- were feveral Jfteps which led 

ceiving their dead bodies after up to it 5 whence it had the 

Vox.. X. D d nam* 
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was dragged by an iron hoot from thence to the Tiber* 
into which it was thrown b . 

The execution of Claudius did not appeafe the Cord— 
cans, who had been amufed by a treaty of peace, that 
Rome might have the better opportunity of fubduing 
them by a war. They communicated their difcontents to 
the Sardinians, who, being influenced by the Carthagi- 
nians, attempted to fhake off the Roman yoke. The re- 
public had too much penetration not to fee from whence 
the blow came, and was lefs concerned at the lofs of the 
t wo iflands, than at the renewal of a war with a powerful 
'republic •, but the fenators were all of opinion, that, if 
it was really necefiary to come to an open rupture with 
Carthage, war could not be declared too foon. Prepara- 
tions were accordingly made at Rome, and all over Italy, 
for beginning it with vigour. Carthage, alarmed at thefe 
preparations, fent ambaffadors to negotiate an accommo- 
dation ; but the Romans anfwered them only with re- 
proaches. At length Ihe difpatched ten of her principal 
men for the fame end, among whom was one Hanno, a 
young lord of great fpirit and vivacity : enraged at the 
haughty anfwers of the proud republic, he exclaimed, 
with a lofty air, a If you are refolved to break the treaty, 
reinftate us in the condition we were in before it was 
concluded ; reftore us the cities we poflefled in Sicily.- 
Thefe we paid for the peace, which, it was agreed, fhould 
be perpetual ; otherwife you- have made us pay very near 
for this fhort truce. Equity ought to prevail over aVarice- 
Woujd not that trader be thought unjuft, who, after he 
had renounced his bargain, fhould keep both the money 
and the merchandize ?" This difcourfe filled the fenators 
with confufion, who, being either really juft, or affecting 
to appear fo, difmifled the Carthaginian ambaffadors with 
the ftrongeft aflurances of peace d . 

The new confuls, C. Attilius Bulbus, and T. Manlius 
Torquatus, drew lots for their provinces. The former 
continued in Jtaly, while the latter, by a few flight en- 
gagements, recovered Sardinia, and made it tributary; 

t> Val. Max. lib. vi. cap. 3. Diod. Sic. in Excerpt. Zon. lib. viii. 
* Diod. Sic. in Excerpt. Orof. lib. iv. cap. is. 



name of Scalae Gemonise. The 
dead bodies of thole who died 
by the hand of the executioner, 
were dragged thither with an 
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lic view, thrown into the Ti- 
ber^). 



(*) Vide Plin. lib. viii. cap. 40. 



but 



* The Roman Hiftory. 403 

But without reducing it to the form of a Roman province. 
And now, peace prevailing every where, the temple of Yr. of Fl. 
Janus was (hut for the firft time fince the reign of Numa * 12 5- 
Pompilius But this tranquility lafted only a few months. Ante Ch ** 
The confuls for the following year, L. Pofthumius Al- xr.C*V*<. 
binus, and Sp. Carvilius, were obliged to raife new forces ■ 

to aft againft the Sardinians, Corficans, and Ligurians, The temple 
who had engaged, by mutual treaties, to aflift each other, of Janus 
The conful Carvilius was employed againft the Corficans, J* ui * 
whom be foon reduced. The praetor Cornelius made war 
with the Sardinians ; bat the bad air and water of Sardi- 
nia produced an infeftion in his army, and he himfelf was 
carried off by the contagion ; which accident would have 
ruined the affairs of the republic here, had not Carvilius 
tranfported his legions thither from Corfica. Upon his 
arrival, the rebels ventured to oppofe him in the field ; 
but the conful had all the advantage over them which 
disciplined troops have over confufed multitudes. The 
Sardinians were defeated ; and, by one viftory, the whole 
ifland was brought under fubje£lion. The conful Pofthu- Sardinia 
mius, whofe province it was to reduce the Ligurians, hi- te * uct ** 
ftorians infoim us, had all the fuccefs he could have 
defired d . • 

In this confullhip the cenfors, obferving the number of 
citizens to be confiderably leffened, and imputing it to 
men's marrying only with a view to intereft, and after- 
wards deferting their wives, and carrying on unlawful in- 
trigues with other women, obliged all the citizens to 
fwear, that they would not marry with any other view be- Anew oath 
fides that of encreafing the fubje&s of the republic. This concerning 
oath raifed many fcruples, and caufed many ruptures be- Marriages* 
tween hufbands and wives. Among the reft, one Carvi- 
lius Ruga, a man of diftin£Hon, thought himfelf bound 
by his oath to divorce his wife, whom he paflionately loved, 
becaufe (he was barren. Accordingly he put her away, The firft 
and married another. This is the firft inftance of a di- divorce* 
vorce fince the foundation of Rome, though divorces were 
allowed by the laws of marriage fettled by the firft kings. 
In the fequel they became fcandaloufly frequent, as a cor- 
ruption of manneis prevailed in the republic. And now 
marriage-contra&s were introduced, to fecure women's 
. portions in cafe of divorce c . This fame year a Veftal, 
named Tutia, was condemned to be buried alive for an 
intrigue with a flave ; but fhe prevented the execution of the 

* Liv. in Epit. lib. xx. Orof. lib. iv. cap. ni e Gel. lib. iv. 
cap, 3. & lib* xvii. cap. a*. 
< Dd a fcntence, 
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fentence, laying violent hands on herfelf. In the prefent 
confulfhip, the poet Naevius introduced the firft regular 
comedy after the Greek manner on the Latin ftage. 

In the following confulate of M. Pomponius Matho, 
and Q^ Fabius Maximus, furnamed Verrucosis, from a 
wart or wen upoq hi$ lip, the Sardinians and Ligurians 
were once more in arms. It fell to Fabius's lot to make 
war with the latter ; and he drove them, out of the plain 
country, and obliged them to take fhelter among the 
Alps (N). As for his colleague Pomponius, he failed for 
Sardinia, where he found, that the frequent revolts of 
that iiland were owing to the intrigues of the Carthagi- 
nians, whole (hips were continually paffing from Carthage 
to Sardinia and the other ifltfnds, and in (pi ring the people 
wherever they came with a hatred to the Roman name* Iq 
order, therefore, to found their fentiments, the fenate fent 
an embafiy to Carriage* under pretence of demanding the 
fums they had ftipulated to pay the Roman republic. The 
deputies were ordered to add threats of renewingthe war, ia 
cafe the Carthaginian (hips prefumed to touch at any port 
belonging to the Roman (late. The Carthaginians, flufhed 
with the fuccefs of Hamikar in Spain, not being moved 
by thefe menaces, the deputies, purfuant to their inftruo? 
tions, prefented them a caduceus, the fymbol of peace, 
and a little javelin, the emblem of war, faying, " Take 

Jour choice." The Carthaginian di&atpr anfwered, that 
e was ready to take which they fhould think fit to leave 
him. However, this haughty anfwer did not abfolutely 
deftroy the treaties between Rome and Carthage, but 
raifed fuch mutual diftrufts, as we fliall foon fee break 
out into a flame. Pomponius gained fome advantage* 
over the Sardinians, for which be was honoured with a 
triumph f . 

The Romans, at this time, iiiftituted a new tribunal 
of juftice, at the motion of two tribunes of the people, 
both ^Ebutii. As the two praetors, who were often ob- 
liged to take the field, could not difpatch all civil, affairs, 
which multiplied in proportion to the increafe of the re* 



t Tab. Triumph 
(N) This is *hat Fabius, 
whom we (hall foon fee reftor- 
ipg, at the head of the Roman 
army, the affairs of his diilreff- 
ed country by his wife delays, 
fie had the furname of Maxi- 



Zon. lib. viii. cap. 18. 

mus from his great-grandfather 
Fabius Rullus. In his infancy 
he was called ovicula, or the 
little jbeety on account of bis 
natural docility, and fweetadt 
of temper, . 



(i) Piut. in Fab. 
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public, k was ftnaGed, that three able and judicious men 
fhould be chofen out of each tribe, and form a new tri- 
bunal, fubordmate to the praetor. Thefe new judges *fhe ten* 
were called centumviri, though they were one hundred turtviru 
and five in number, and were divided into four courts 
or chambers. The caufes, which fell under their cog- 
nizance, were fuch as related to proscriptions, guardian- 
flripS, laft wills, inheritances, &c. This tribunal fub- 
fiftecl ever after in Rome ; and' the judges, though iii 
after-ages ihcreafed to the number of one hundred and 
eighty, ftill continued to be called centumviri*. 

In the following confulate of M. iEmilius Lepidus, 
and M. Publicius Malleolus, Kaminius, tribune of the * • 

people, made a motion to pafs a law for distributing a 
fruitful country, lately taken from the Gauls, among the 
poor citizens. The patricians, who had always oppofed 
motions of this kind, united their ftrength to hinder the 
pafling of this law ; but neither the threats of the con- 
fute, nor thfc intreatics of the fenate, nor the tears of old 
Jlaminius, whom the patricians had gained over to their 
party, could prevail on the tribune to defift from pursu- 
ing his point. On the day appointed for propofing the 
law to tne people, he mounted the roftra, and began to 
harangue the multitude with gr£at warmth ; but, while 
fce was fpeaking, his father appeared, afcended the roftrai 
and, taking the hot-headed tribune by the arm, ordered 
him to follow him home. Flaminius, without pleading 
either his dignity, or the aftual exercife of his office, 
obeyed his father, and abandoned the bufinefs J he was fo 
intent upon, when it was almoft finifhed ; and, what is 
mod extraordinary, not a murmur was heard in the whole 
ajTembl'y, which immediately difp'erfed h . Afterward^ 
trfe 'tribune Carvilius revivedit, and fucceeded : but the 
difffibution of lands among the Romans, which had for 
many years belonged to the Gauls, fo provoked that na- 
tion, that they, began z war which afterwards endangered 
Rome itfelf: 

* In the following year the confuls, M. Pomponius Ma- ***• °* F1 * 
tho, and C. Papirius Mafo, finifhed the conqueft of.Sar- ^ n *"ckr. 
dinia and Cor'fica, which they reduced to the form of a a , 9# 
Roman province. Pomponius continued in the new pro- U. C. 549. 
vince, which confifted of both iflands, all the next year, ■■ 

z Atri 1 . Gel. lib. xvi. cap. 10. Pomp, de' Orig. Juris, Plin. Jun. 
lib. v. Epift. Cic. lib. i. dc Orat. h VaJ. Max. lib. v. cap. 4* 

Polyb. lib, ii. cap* 105* 
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an<J governed it in quality of praetor. Papirius, who bad 
fubdued Corfica, returned to Rome, where he found, 
that a, di&ator had been created to hold the comitia for 
elefting new confuls. He demanded a triumph ; but not 
having intereft enough to obtain it, he took a method en-? 
tirely new to do himfelf juftice, by marching at the head 
of his vi&orious army to the temple of Jupiter Latialis, 
on the hill of Alba, with all the pomp that attended trium- 
phant vi&ories at Rome. There was no other alteration in 
the ceremony, but that of wearing a crown of myrtle in- 
flead of laurel, and this on account of his having defeat- 
ed the Corficans in a place where there was a grove of 
myrtles. The example of Papirius was afterwards fok 
lowed by a great many generals, to whom the fenate re- 
f qfed triumphs h . 

. Next year, when M. /Emilius Barbula, and M. Junius 
Pera were confuls, a new war fprung up in a kingdom 
but of Italy. Illyricum, properly fo called, which bor- 
dered upon Magedon and Epirus, was at this time govern- 
ed by Teuta, the widow of king Agron, and guardian to 
her fon Pinseus. The fuccefs of her late hufband againft 
the /Etolians had elated her to fuch a degree, that, iu- 
ftead of fettling the affairs of her ward in peace, fhe com^- 
manded her fubje&s to cruife along the coaft, feize all the 
{hips they met, take what places they could, and fpare no 
nation. Her pirates had, purfuant to her orders, taken 
and plundered many (hips belonging to Roman merchants! 
and her troops were then befieging the ifland of Ifla in 
tfie Adriatic, though the inhabitants were under the pro- 
tection of the republic. Upon the complaints of the Ita- 
lian merchants, and, in order to pjotefl: tbe people of 
Iffa, the fenate fent two ambaffaclors to the Illyrian <jue^% 
jLucius and C^iup Coruncamus,t6 deniand, tfyat flie wo\^i 
reftrain her fubje&s from infe'fting the fea with piracies. 
She anfweied them haughtily, that fhe could only promifCj 
that her fubje&s fhould not tor tb£ future attack the Ro r 
mans in her name, and by public authority : but a& for 
any thing more, ** It is npt cuftomary with us,' (faid fhe), 
to lay reflraints on our fubje&s 5 nor will we forbid them 
to reap thofe advantages from the fea whipa it offers 
them." " Your cuftoms then, (replied the youngeft of 
the ambaffadors), are very different from our's. At Rome 
we make public Examples of thofe fubje&s who injure 
Others, whether at home or abroad. Teuta, we can, by 
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our arms, force you to reform the abufes of your bad go-' 
vernment." Thefe unfeafonabte threatenings provoked 
Teuta, who was naturally a proud and imperious woman, 
to fuch a degree, that, without regard to the rights of 
nations, Ihe caufed the ambafladors to be murdered on 
their return home. 

When fo notorious an infraction of the law of nations 
was known at Rome, the people demanded vengeance ; 
and the fenate, having firft honoured the manes of the 
ambafladors, by ere&ing, as was ufual in fuch cafes, fta- 
tues three feet high to their memory, ordered a fleet to 
be equipped, and troops raifed, witn all poffible expedi- 
tion. Teuta, refle£ttng on the enormity of her proceed- 
ings, fent an embafly to Rome, afluring the fenate, that 
fee had no concern in the murder of the ambafladors, and 
offered to deliver up to the republic thofe who had com- 
mitted that barbarous aflaffination. The Romans, being 
at that time threatened with a war from the Gauls, were 
ready to accept this fatisfaftion; but in the mean time 
the Illyrian fleet having gained fome advantage over that 
of the Achaeans, and taken the ifland of Corcyra near 
Epirus, Teuta began to believe herfelf invincible, and for- 
got the promife fee had made to the Romans ; fee even 
fent her fleet to feize on the ifland of Ifla, which the Ro- 
mans had taken under their protection *. 

Upon this frefh provocation, the confuls for the new 
year, P. Pofthumius Albinus andCn. Fulvius Centuma- 
'lus, embarked for (llyricum, Fulvius having the com- 
mand of the fleet, which confided of a hundred gallies, 
and Pofthumius of the land-forces, which amounted to 
twenty thoufand foot, befides a fmall body of horfe. 
Fulvius appeared with his fleet before Corcyra in the 
Adriatic, and was put in pofleflion both of the ifland and 
city by Demetrius of Pharos, governor of the place for 
queen Teuta. The fame governor found means to make 
the inhabitants of Apollonia expel the Illyrian garrifon, 
and admit into their city the Roman troops. As Apollo* 
nia was- one of the keys of Illyricum on the fide of Mace- 
don, the confuls who had a&ed hitherto jointly, no fooner 
faw themfelves in pofleflion of it, than they feparated, 
the fleet cruifing along the coaft, and the army penetrating 
into the heart of the queen's dominions. The Andyseans, 
Parthini, and Atintanes, voluntarily fubmitted to Pofthu- 
mius, being induced, by the p£rfuafions of Demetrius, to 

* Polyb. Hb. ii. cap. 96—101. Appian. in Illyr. Diod. Sic. in 
Excerpt. Zon. lib. viii. 
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fliate, off the Illyrian yoke The coaful, befog new » 
pofleflion of, molt of the inland towns, returned to the 
coaft, where, with the. afliftanee of the flket,. he took 
many (Iron g places, among which was Nutria^ a place of 
great ftrength, defended by a numerous gar.rifon; fo that 
it made a vigorous defence, the Romans having loft be- 
fore it, a great many private men, feveral kgfonary tri- 
bunes, and one quaeftor. However, this lofe was re- 
paired by the taking of forty Illyrian veflels,. which were; 
returning home laden with booty. At length the Roman 
fleet appeared before Ifla, which, by Teuta'fr order, wa* 
{till clofely befieged, notwithstanding the lofles {he had 
fuilained. However, upon the approach of the Roman 
fleet, the Illyrians difperfed; but the Pharians, who 
ferved among them, followed the example of their coun- 
tryman Demetrius, and joined tfcc Romans,, to whom the 
Iffani readily fubmitted. . 

Sp. Corviiiua and Q^Fabius Maximus being raifed to the 
consulate a fecond time, Pofthurnms was recalled from II- 
lyricum, and refufed a triumph, for having been too pro- 
digal of the Roman blood at the fiege of Nutria. His coU 
league fulvtus was appointed to command the land-forces 
in his room, in quality of proconful. Teuta* who had 
founded great hopes on the change of the confuls, retired 
to Rhizon, and from thence early, in the fpring fent ait 
embaffiy to Rome. The fenate refufed to treat *rith her; 
but granted the young king, a peace upon the following 
conditions: i. That he ihould pay an annual tribute to 
the republic, 2 That he flioujd. furrender part of bis do- 
minions to the Romans. 3.' That, he fhould never fuffer 
above three of his fhips of war at a time to fail beyond 
Lyfius, a town on the confine&of Macedon andljlyricum. 
The places be yielded to the Romans in virtue of this 
treaty, were the iflands of Corcyra, Ifia, and Pharos, the 
city of Dyrrhachium, and the country of the Atintanes. 
Soon after this tranfa&ion, Teuta, either out of fhame, 
or compelled by a fecret article of the treaty, abdicated 
the regency, and was fucceeded by Demetpius. The 
proconful, on his return to Rome, was decreed a triumph, 
which he enjoyed on the te^nth of the kalends of the 
montryQuintilis k . 

Before this foreign war was ended, the Gauls were in 
motion in Italy, and at the fame time the republic was 
alarmed at the incredible progrefs the Carthaginians made 
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in Spain. The fenate therefore, thought i* necdfiary to 
put a flop to their increafe of dominion. To this end 
they fent a deputation to tart h age, and at the feme tm*t 
to Aidrubal, who had fuccecded Hamilcaf in the com- 
mand of the Carthaginian forces in Spain. Carthage, on* - 
willing to give her rival umbrage, agreed to the foHawing 
articles : i . That (he ihoukl not extend her eon<juefts« be- A new 

Sad the river Iberus; and, 2. Tha* Saguntum, a city treaty with 
tween the Iberus and that part of Spain which belonged th f c ^ m 
to the Carthaginians, (hould remain free K * & nlauSm 

The new confute, P. Valerius Flaccus and M. Attilius Yr. of FI. 
IJLegulus, continued inactive the grcateft part of their year, *«3*« 
though the Gauls were raifing troops* and making extraor- A " tc Cbr. 
dinary preparations for war. Rome feemed to be afraid- jj # q * 
to oppofe herfelf to to warlike a nation. At this time a * 
prophecy, pretended to be found in the Sibylline books, 
was fpread about Rome, importing, u That the Gatila 
and Greeks {hould one day make themfelves matters of 
it." The new confuls therefore, M. Valerius Meffaia 
and L. Apuftius Fullo, having confulted the pontifices, 
to appeafe the fuperftitious populace, caufed an edi& to 
be publiihed by the decemviri, who had the care of the 
Sibylline books, commanding two Greeks, a man and a. 
woman, and two Gauls, likewife a man and a woman, to 
He buried alive in the ox-market. By this inhuman faci*. 
fice they perfuaded the credulous multitude,, that prophecy* 
was fulfilled, and that the Gauls and Greeks had taken 
pofieflion of Rome m . The difficulties, which fuperfti- 
tion had raifed, being fur mounted by this cruel, expe- 
dient, Rome raifed divifibns among the Gauls, and found 
nieans to gain over to her party the Cenomani and Vene- 
t}, two confiderable nations among them ; but this tals; 
the Gauls repaired with the new levies they made beyond' 
the Alps, where, by their ambafladors, they, engaged the 
G»fat« to join) them. The Gesfatae* according to PoJy- 
bius, were a very warlike people, and ready to fight for any 
nation that would pay them ; whence they had the name of 
Gaefatx, that is^ Hirelings. The confuls Valerius and TfoRf 
Apuftius fpent the greater part of the year in railing troops *««*«)& 
for their fucceflbxs ; and indeed Rome had never beforft J^TlViw 
had fo numerous an army. All the nations of Italy, fub- againfitfu 
jeSk to the republic, were obliged to fend their quotas. Gauls. 
We are told by a refpe&able hiftorian B , that the number 
of forces Rome raifed on this occafion amounted to eight 

I Polyb. ibid. Appian. in Hifp. n> Liv.Epit. Hb.xxii. 
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hundred thoufand men. Of this incredible multitude 
two hundred forty-eight thoufand foot, and twenty-fix 
thoufand fix hundred horfe, were Romans or Campanians. 
Neverthelefs the Gauls, with only fifty thoufand foot, 
and twenty thoufand horfe, began noftilities, forced a paf- 
fege through Hetruria, and took their route towards Rome. 

In the mean time the republic named L. -/Emilius Pap us 
and C. Attilius Regulus to be confuls. The latter was fent 
into Sardinia, to quiet fome commotions, while his col- 
league took upon him the condutt of the war with the 
Gauls, who were now joined by the Gaefatae from the 
other fide the Alps, to the number of above two hundred 
thoufand men, commanded by two kings, Concolitanus 
and Anerceftus. The conful JEmilius, not knowing what 
route the Gafefatae would take, encamped near Ariminum, 
in order to prevent them from entering the Roman lands 
by the coafts of the Adriatic Sea. At the fame time a 
praetor, whofe name is not mentioned in hiftory, was fent 
into Hetruria with a body of fifty thoufand foot, and four 
thoufand horfe. In the mean time the Gaefatae, having 
left the coaft of the Adriatic to avoid ^Emilius's army, 
croffed Infubria, and joined the troops of their nation in 
Hetruria ; whence this potent army marched ftraight to 
Rome. They found means, to bring the praetor to a battle, 
in which they killed fix thoufand of his men, and obliged 
the reft to fly in confufion to a neighbouring hill, where 
they* entrenched themfelves, tut were the next day inveft- 
ed by the Gauls, who attacked their entrenchments with 
a fury not to be expreffed. The Romans, in this diftrefs, 
defended themfelves with refolutidn, hoping that fortune, 
which had hitherto efpoufed their caufe, would refcue them 
out of the hands of fo cruel an enemy; and accordingly, an 
unexpected accident delivered them from death or flavery. 

The conful, iEmilius, being infprmed that the Gauls 
were in full march to Rome, had left his camp at Arimi- 
num in. order to cover the city. As he drew near Farfulae, 
he received an account of the advantage the Gauls had 
gained over the praetor's army,, and of the deplorable con- 
dition >to which he was reduced. Upon this advice he 
immediately commanded the legions to advance in good 
order to the enemy's camp, while he himfelf led the ca- 
valry to the foot of the hill, which the Gaulifh cavalry 
kept clofely invefted. The Gauls were fo alarmed at the 
unexpected arrival of the confular army, -that they de- 
camped^ in great confufion, in order to return home 
through Infubria, and fecure the booty and wealth 
they had amafled. In their march they kppt along the 
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Oiore of the Hetrurian Sea ; and iEmilius, {lengthening 
his army with the remains of the praetor's troops, followed 
them clofe, with a defign rather to harafs than engage 
them ; but it luckily happened, that Attilius, having put 
a fpeedy end to the troubles of Sardinia, had, on his re- <[hty ate 
turn home, landed his army atPifa, and was now march- met by an* 
ing along the fliore towards Rome, not expedHng to find 2x1 otfier Ro ~ 
, enemy. He was overjoyed when he learned the fituation ma * arn ^* 
of affairs ; and, in order to intercept the Gauls, he drew 
up his troops near Telamon, a Uttle port in Hetruria, 
making as wide a front as he could. With his cavalry he 
pofted himfelf on an eminence, over which the enemy 
muft neceffarily pafs. The . Gauls, imagining that this 
body of Roman horfe was a detachment from iEmilius's 
army, fent fome fquadrpns to attack it. iEmilius knew 
not that his colleague was fo near ; he had only learned, 
that he had left Sardinia, and was arrived at Pifa ; but as 
foon as he perceived at a diftance the two armies engaged* 
he irrlmediately concluded, that Attilius, was attacking the 
enemy in front, and detached fome fquadrons to his re- 
lief. Then the attack was renewed with more vigour than s 
ever. The conful Attilius, who diftinguiihed himfelf in AitiVmt 
a very eminent manner, was killed •, and his head, ftuck tM'dbj 
on the top of a lance, was carried through all the files of G « ulu 
the enemy's army. But the death of this brave man prov- 
ed of no advantage to them : one of his lieutenants took 
his place, and the battle was continued with the fame ar- 
dour and refolution. While the Gaulifh cavalry was en- 
gaged with that of the Romans on the top of the hill, theic 
infantry had time to form in the plain. As they were to 
oppofe two confular armies, one of which was to attack 
them in front, and the other in the rear, they difpofed 
their troops fo, that one part of them faced the conful 
,/Emilius, and the other fronted the army which Attilius 
had commanded. In the firft line, oppofite iEmilius, 
were placed the Gaefatse, and behind them the Infubres : 
at the head of the other body were the Taurini, and be- 
hind them the feveral nations pf the Gauls, who dwelt 
on both fides the Po. This fecond army faced the legions 
which Attilius had brought from Sardinia, and turned 
their backs to the other. By this difpofition the Gauls 
fupported each other, and could neither fly nor retreat. 

Before the acT:ion,the Gsefatae, obferving that the plain, 
on which they were going to engage, was covered with 
brambles and bufhes, and fearing they might, by entang- 
ling their cloaths, prevent them from ufing their arms 

with 
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7ht Ganls with freedom, Gripped themfelves naked, and in that 

9n S a & t manner advanced againft the Romans, who were greatly 

nmth gnat fcrprifecf at t ^ t figh t . The attack began with great Biouts, 

^^ * while the air, at the fame time, refounded with an infinite 

number of horns and trumpets, which were much ufecf 

by the Gauls. The Romans, who engaged the Ga*fatse, 

kept at a diftance, and made a dreadful daughter with the 

fhowers of darts they discharged upon them. Naked as 

they were they kept their ground, till the greater part of 

% thofe who fought in the firft line were either killed or 

wounded. Then the reft began to retire 5 a circumftance 

which occafioned fome confufion, and encouraged thd 

. legionaries to advance, and attack them fword in hand. 

The Gauls behaved with great refolution ; and though 

their arms were inferior to thofe of the Remans, yet 

Ht mrg they flood the ftiock, till the Rorhan cavalry which hadt 

Full ** engaged on the hill, attacked them in flank. Then 

* ia * the defeat of the Gauls was general j forty thoufand of 

them were killed on the fpot, and anove ten thoufand 

taken prifoners, with Concolitanus, one of their kings. 

Anerceftus, the other king, and the moft experienced 

commander among the Gauls, efcaped to a neighbouring 

village, where he la,id violent harids on himfelf, as did 

iftoft of the officers who attended hirti °. 

After this vi&ory, iEmilius, now fole commander of 
the two armies, marched along the borders ofHetruria; 
and, entering' the territories o?< the Boii, gave up that 
fruitful country to be plundered by his foldiers. Wheri 
Hizy were loaded with booty, he began his march to 
Rome. As he paffed through Hetruria, he reftored to the 
Owners aril the plunder the Gauls had taken from them. 
He entered Rome in triumph on the third of the nones of 
March ; and as his vi£tory was one of the moft important 
the republic had ever gairjed, hi£ triumphal proceffion was 
one of the moft poYnpous and magnificent. The trium- 
phant vi&ors generally (tripped the captives of their military 
ornaments ; but the Gauls were fuffe red to appear in their 
belts, in derifion of the vow they had made not to quit 
them till they were upon the Capitol; and there they were 
taken from therri, amidft the hiflfes of the people. 
n**ew ' However, this defeatdid not compel the Gauls to fub- 
confuh fint mit. The republic, therefore, nominated two com- 
into the rnanders of great experience, who had been both confulj 
U^Gaut before, in hopes they would finifli this important war; 

Polyb. lib. ii. uo*-ia*. Diod, Sic. lib. xxv. Flor. lib. i. Zona* 
lib* viii. cap. 20* 
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Thefe were T. Manlius Torquatus and Q^ Fulvius Flac* 

cus ; but they performed nothing worth mentioning. 

Their marches being retarded by violent rains, they could 

not pafs the Po, as they defigned ; befides, a plague in 

their army not only kept them in a (late of inadion, but 

prevented them from returning to Rome atthcufual time ; 

fo that it was neceffary'to create a dictator, who was the 

famous Csecilius Metellus, to hold the comitia in their ab» 

fence, for a new election of confuls. C. Flaminius Ne* 

pos and P. Furitis Philo were chofen. Thefe were the 

firft Roman generals who pafled the Po ; but they were fo . 

terrified at the appearance of the Infubres, whofe country 

they intended to invade, that they entered into a treaty 

with them, and, repaffing the Po, took refuge among 

their faithful allies the Cenomani. Having rambled about 

thofe unknown regions for fome time, they refolved to 

make another attempt upon Infubria ; but the Romans 

being at this time much frightened with prodigies, the ^J C9*f*b 

augurs declared that there muft have been fome defect in ** it ™ u /# 

the election of the confuls. Upon this intimation the fe- ^ m an £ 

nate immediately difyatched a courier, with a letter, com- abdicate. 

imnding them to return to Rome and abdicate* 

The confuls, who were then in fight of the enemy, think* The confuls 
ing a retreat through fo many nations, whofe fidelity was rejolvefirft 
doubtful » might be attended with dangerous confluences, t0 **8*K* 
refolved not to open the letter till after the battle. Tte ' tn * m ** 
conful Flaminius feems to have taken the whole command 
tipon himfelf ; for no hiftorian makes mention of his col- 
league Furius in defcribing the aftion. As the Romans 
were inferior to the enemy in numbers, the conful de-' 
figned at firft to reinforce his army with thofe Gauls who 
were in amity with the Roman people, and fent orders to 
them to join him ; but upon their arrival he confidered, 
that it was a dangerous thing to truft thofe auxiliaries, 
who might, in the heat of the a£Hon, out of companion 
for their countrymen, defert the Romans, and even turn 
their arms againft them. Upon this consideration he re- 
folved not to truft them in an affair of fo great importance, 
and therefore ordered them to pafe the river Addua ; a 
motion which they had no fooner made, than he caufed 
the bridge to be broken down, and, by thefe means, as 
the river was not fordable, prevented them from (iding 
with the enemy, fince he could not refolve to truft them 
as friends. This was the only prudent ftep the conful 
took, either before, or in the time of the aclion ; for he 
drew up his men, not after the Roman manner, but ib 
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clofe, that the whole army feemed to be one phalanx % 
-^ befides he ported the laft line fo near the Addua, that, if 

dent con- they had been preffed, they would have been forced into 
dufi of the the river ; but the (kill and management of the legionary 
tnbunes. tribunes made amends for the conful's imprudent condufl.. 
Thefe had obferved, in their former battles with the 
Gauls, that they made but one furious attack, after which 
their fire abated ; and that their fwords were only fit for 
cutting, and eafily bent, fo that, if they had not time to 
fet them ftrait again with their foot on the ground, they 
foon became ufelefs. The tribunes, therefore, took two 
precautions, which determined the fate of the day in their 
favour. They diftributed among the foldiers of the firft 
line the javelins ufed by the triarii, which were a kind of 
halberts, ordering them to prefent the points of their 
javelins to the enemy, and keep them at fuch a diftance 
as to prevent them from making ufe of their fwords. 
The tribunes alfo commanded their men to throw down , 
their javelins, and, clofing with the enemy fword in hand, 
(lab them in the throa,t and breaft. To thefe orders the 
*' Romans owed the vi&ory ; for the Gauls having, in the 
beginning of the attack, blunted their fwords againft the 
long javelins of the Romans, the latter no fooner per- 
ceived that their ardour began to cool, than they fhortened 
their fwords, and clofing with the enemy, fo as to leave 
rki lnfu> them no room to raife their arms, dabbed them without 
bns de- running any danger, the fwords of the Gauls having no 
feated. points. Nine thoufand of the enemy were killed upon 
Yr. of Fl. ^ e fy ot * alK * feventeen thoufand taken prifoners. Thus, 
» 137 . notwithftanding the bad prognoftics, and the orders ofthc 
Ante Chr. fuperftitious fenate, a complete vi&ory was gained, though 
an. it was rather owing to the conduft of the fubalterns than 
y* * 5 * 7 ' to the Ikill or prudence of the general p. 

After the aftion, the confuls opened the packet, when 
Furius, who perhaps had declined the command during 
the aftion, out of refpeft to the fenate, was for immedi- 
Flaminius ately obeying the order ; but Flaminius, thinking a fuc- 
ravages cefsful a& of difobedience more honourable than a blind 
Ujubria. an( i timorous fubmiffion, was for purfuing the advan- 
tages of the viftpry ; which he did accordingly, enriching 
his foldiers with booty, while his colleague continued in- 
a&ive, waiting to join him, when he mould return from 
his incurfions into Infubria. At length Flaminius re- 
joined his colleague, and they returned to Rome toge- 

p Polyb. lib. ii. cap. no— in. Orof. lib. iv. cap. 13. Plutin 
Marcel. Zon. lib. viii. cap. 20. 
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thef, where they mdt with a« very cold reception from the 
fenate and people ; but the troops of Flaminius, whom g M amm 
he had enriched with the fpoils of the enemy, prevailed fids Co- 
upon the people to grant both the confuls a triumph, fince nourtd 
the vi&ory had been gained under the aufpices of both, **?* f. 
However, the fenate obliged them to abdicate immedi- num * '■ 
ately after ; fo that the republic fell into an interregnum, 
when the centuries chofe M. Claudius Marcellus, one of 
the greateft men Rome ever produced, and Cn. Cornelius 
Scipio, to the confulate. They had fcarce entered upon <th§ Infu- 
their office, when the Infubres fent ambafiadors to Rome, breshav* 
to beg a peace upon any terms : but the fenate having, at in S ***>*** 
the inftigation of their new confuls, difmiffed their depii- p£ a ~f r tMm 
ties with a refufal, they refolved to make their laft effort j ter Italy 
and accordingly took into their pay thirty thoufand Gae- again. 
fatse, who, palling the Alps* entered Italy, under the 
command of their king Viridomarus. Early in the fpring, 
the confuls paffed the Po, and opened the campaign with 
the fiege of Acerrae, a place near that river. The Gauls, 
who were now ninety thoufand ftrong, in order to make 
a diverfion, and oblige the Romans to raife the fiege they 
had undertaken, paffed the Fo, and entering the Roman 
territories, inverted Calftidium, a city placed by Plutarch 
in Cifalpine Gaul, but by Livy in Liguria Montana. 
Upon intelligence of this motion of the enemy, Marcel- 
lus, with two-thirds of the cavalry, and about fix hundred 
of the light-armed infantry, haften^d to the relief of the 
place. The Gauls, receiving intelligence of his approach, 
raifed the fiege, and marched in battle-array to meet 
him. Marcellus drew up his fmall army with great fkill, 
and advanced leifurely, in order of battle, againft the 
enemy. When the two armies drew near each other, Vi- 
ridomarus advanced before his troops, and challenged the 
Roman general to fingle combat. . Marcellus readily ac- 
cepted the challenge ; fo that both parties, leaving the 
field free for the champions, retired to wait the iffue of 
the combat. Marcellus, rufliing upon the king full-fpeed, 
pierced his breaft-plate with his lance, and gave him a 
deep wound. Then fpurring his horfe with great vio- Marctllut 
lence againft that of his adverfary, he made him recoil, f . ™ . 
rear, and throw his" rider, whom he foon difpatched with Qafatain 
repeated blows. The Gaefatae being disheartened by the fmgle com- 
death of their leader, the Romans charged with great bat t and 
fury, and put them to flight. Thus a handful of Romans P uU the 
defeated a numerous army of Gauls, and obliged them to 2|£/^ /# 

flielter 
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jhefter therofdvcs in the woods and fore ft fe of their own 
country *. ' 

During the abfence of Marcellus, Acerrae had been 
'taken by his colleague, who from thence had marched to 
iaveft Mediolanum, the largeft, richeft, and mod populous 
city of Infobria ; but he was more clofely befieged by the 
Gauls, than Mediolanum was by him. Upon the ar- 
rival of Marcellus, the fcene changed $ the Gaefatse re- 
tired with precipitation, repaired the Alps, and left the 
inhabitants of Mediolanum to the mercy of the con- 
querors. The city immediately furrendered at difcretion, 
as did alfo Comum, another city of great importance* 
Thus all Italy, from the Alps to the Ionian Sea, became 
Jnfubxim entirely Roman. Infubria and Liguria were now made 
AJtJLigM- one province, and called Cifalpine Gaul, which was go- 
ria made verned by a praetor fent annually from Rome. In order 
a Roman to ^ te ^ t ^ c conquered Gauls from revolting, two Roman 
pnvmce. co lonies were fettled at Cremona and Placefttia, on the 
oppofite banks of the Po. 

Marcellus was decreed at Rome an extraordinary tri- 
umph, for having conquered the Infubres and the Ger- 
mans r . This is the firft time we find the Germans 
mentioned in the hiftory of Rome. Polybius, indeed, 
places the Gsefatae on the banks of the Rhone, ; but other 
writers tell, ns, that they inhabited the countries bordering 
Thi third on the Rhine. Marcellus, in his triumphal proceffion, 
opsma carried on bis ftoulders the rich armour and fpoils of Vi- 
fpolta. ridomarus, and dedicated the third and laft opkna fpolia 
to Jupiter Feretrius. Part of the rich fpoils taken on this 
occafion was fent to king Hiero, who was yet living, and 
a gold cup, made out of them, to the temple of Apolle 
at Delphi. Cornelius did not receive the honours of a 
triumph, but was continued in the new province, in qua- 
lity of proconful, to regulate affairs in that quarter. 

The new confnls, M. Minucitis Rttfus and P. Corne- 

Bos Scipio A£na, were ordered to make war upon the 

Iftrfaco*. Iftria&s, for having taken fome Roman {hips. AH Iftria 

mutrtd. wa$ reduced i n one year's time, though fome writers tell 

us, that the reduction of it coft the conquerors a great 

deal of blood *. 

During the pnrfent confulate, news were brought to 
Borne of the death of Afdrubai in Spaift ; which gave the 
Romans great concern, becaafe lie had teen ever feith- 

q Plut. in Marcel. * Tab. Triumph. • Orof. lib. iv, cap. ij* 
2onar. lib. via. cap. 11. Li v. Epit. lib* xx. 
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ful to his treaties, and the republic thought ihe had much 
more to fear from the bold and enterprifing genius of 
young Hannibal, who was appointed to fucceed him, Afdrubal 
though at that time not above twenty-fix years of age. Succeeded 
Thefirft expedition of this young warrior confirmed the £?#*»«- 
Romans in their fears. In hi3 firft campaign be made 
war upon the Olcades, a people bordering on the Iberus \ 
and gave reafon to believe, that he would foon pafs that * 

river, contrary to the treaty. Althaea, and feveral other 
cities in that neighbourhood, fubmitted to him : how? 
ever, as Rome had yet no reafon to declare herfelf his 
enemy, fhe turned her arms another way. Demetrius of Demetrius 
Pharos, on whom the republic had heaped many favours, of Pharos 
feeing the government of Iilyricum lodged in his hands, p r wok*s 
and the Romans engaged in a troublefome war with the tfi * R ° m 
Gauls, had defpifed their orders; and afting, not as re- manu 
gent, but as king of Iilyricum, had obliged the Atintanes 
to renounce their alliance with Rome, and come into his 
meafures ; nay, he even ventured, contrary to the treaty, 

, to fend fifty (hips of war beyond the Lyflbs, to pillage the 
Cyclades. Complaints being brought to Rome from all 
parts, the new confuls, L. Veturius Fhilo and C. Luta- 
tius, would have immediately fet fail for Illyriqum, if 
they had not been obliged to abdicate, upon fome defeat 
found in their ele&ion. They were fucceeded by M. 
jEmilius Lepidus and M. Valerius Laevinus ; but the year 
being too far advanced to begin the expedition, it was 
poftponed to the next cbnfullhip. This year ended with 
a cenfus, by which the number of Roman citizens fit to 
bear arms appeared to be two hundred feventy thoufand N 

two hundred and thirteen. At the time of the cenfus, all 
the libertini, or fr/eedmen, who lived difperfed among all 
the tribes, and occafioned great difturbanccs in the city, 
were confined to four tribes ; to wit, the Efquiiina, the 
Palatina, the Suburrana, and the Collina '. 

And now both confuls, M. Livius Salinator and L, Yr. of Fl. 
iEmilius Paulus, embarked for Iilyricum, and opened the * r 4*- 
campaign with the (lege of Dimalum, a city of importance Ante Ch r. 
in that country, which Demetrius had fortified with fo u. c. '54.1. 
many works, that it was deemed impregnable. How- * 

.• ever, the Romans, by furprifing efforts, in the fpace of An army 
feven days, took this formidable bulwark, by which the fi** *&***£ 
regent pretended to fcreen himfelf from the vengeance of ^ m% 
Home. Their next attempt was upon Pharos, an ifltfnd 

* Flor. in Epit. Li v. lib. xx. 
Vol. X. £ c in 
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in the Adriatic Sea, the birth-place of Demetrius. Hefe 
he had affembled the flower of his troops, looking upon 
this ifland and city as his laft refuge. As the Roman 
fleet had two confular armies on board, one was landed 
in the night, with orders to conceal themfelves in the fo- 
refts, and behind the rocks, till the Cgnal was givem 
Then the fleet appeared off Pharos in open day, in ap- 
pearance to land forces. Demetrius marched out of the 
town at the head of his troops, to prevent the defcent ; 
and then the. legionaries, leaving their ambufli, marched 
filently, and feized an eminence between the city and the 
port, y Demetrius endeavoured to diflodge them ; but the 
Romans on board the fquadron having made their de- 
fcent, the Illyrians were inverted on all fides, and foon 
difperfed. Demetrius made his efcape to Macedon, on 
the latttr board a veffel he had kept ready for that purpofe. The 
r 4/*£ city of Pharos was taken, plundered, and ntfed ; fo that 

Rome was now the fecond time miftrefs of Illyricum, 
which, however, (he did not reduce to the form of a pro- 
vince, having fome compaffion for the young king Pinaeus, 
who had been brought into thefe troubles merely by the 
fault of his guardians u . The confuls, on their return to 
Rome, were accufed before the tribes of having applied 
/ to their own ufe great part of the fpoils taken from the 
enemy, and of diftributing the reft partially among the 
foldiers. yEmilius was acquitted ; but his colleague Sa- 
linator was condemned by all the tribes, except the tribe 
Msecia ; an affront which he could not brook, and there- 
fore appeared no more in public, but retired to a houfe 
he had in the country, and there led a folitary life, till 
the calamities of his country brought him into a&ion 
again. When he was afterwards cenfor, he deprived all 
the tribes, except the tribe Msecia, of the right of fuf- 
frage, and all the privileges of Roman citizens z (O). 

While 

» Zon. lib. viii. cap. ao. * Au&. Vit. Vir. IHuft. Front 
Strat. lib. iv. cap. i. Li v. lib. xxix. cap. 37. 

(O) In this confuUhip, one dition ; but the Peloponnefian 

Archagathus of Peloponnefus cured all forts of wounds in a 

introduced the art or furgery regular way ; on which ac* 

into Rome. Till his time, count he was honoured with 

every one had his family re- the right of citizenfhip, and 

ceipts, as Pliny calls them 1), had a houfe built for him at 

conveyed down to him by tra- the expence of the public : but 

(1) Plin. lib, xxix t cap. i. 
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tVTiile the Romans were engaged in the Illyrian waf, 
tlannibal profecuted his conqueffs in Spain. The Vac- 
cxi, the Olcades, and the Carpetani, had attempted to 
oppofe his progrefs with an army of a hundred thoufand 
men ; but that. brave commander had defeated them by 
his fuperior fkill in war, , and obliged therh to fubmit. 
Elated with this fiiccefs, he advanced, at the head of his 
x army, into the territory of Saguntum, and, contrary to 
the late treaty between Rome and Carthage, laid fiege to * untum * 
that city. The Roman fenate difpatched two arhbafladors* 
P. Valerius Flaccus, and Q^Bebius Tamphilus, to Hari- 
nibal, with orders to proceed to Carthage, in cafe thfc 
Carthaginian general refufed to comply With their requeft. 
They were fcarce landed, when Hanriibal declared, that 
lie had not leifure to give audierice to ambaffadors : hpw- 
ever, he admitted them at laft, and, in ahfwer to theif 
remonftrances, told them, that the Sagiintines had drawn . 
their misfortunes on themfelves, by cbmrhitting hoftilities 
againft the allies of Carthage ; and at the fame time de- 
fired the deputies, if they had any complaints to make df 
him, to carry them to the feriate of Carthage. However, 
the artful Carthaginian immediately difpatched to Car- 
thage fome friends, in whom he could confide, to give 
the fenate favourable prepofieffions with relation to his eii- 
terprize upon Saguntum. He then returned to the at- 
tack of that city, which he had intermitted for fome days, 
in order to refrefli his troops. The Saguntines are faid 
to have defended themfelves for eight months with fur- 
prifing bravery ; and, when they could refift no longer* 
many of them burnt all their richeft effe&s, then (hutting 
themfelves up in their houfes, fet fire to them, and perifh- 
ed with their wives and children in the flames *. 

The Roman ambaffadors arriving at Carthage, found 
the fenate divided into two factions ; the Barcan, of which 
Hamilcar Barcas, the father of Hannibal, had been the 
head, and that of Hanno, which con fi fled of the old eft 
fenators, and wifeft men in the republic. The ambaffa- 
dors, after having complained to the fenate of Hannibal, 
demanded, that he (hould be delivered to the Romans> to 

y Liv. lib. xxi. cap. 14. 

as he ufed to make large ind- mans gave him the name of 
fions, in order to cure wounds Butcher, which foon brought 
with more certainty, the Ro- hisprofeffionintodifrepute(2)^ „ 

(a) Plin. lib. xxix. cap. x« 
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be punifhed according to his deferts ; and at the fame 
time declared, that Rome would confider the refufal of 
fo juft a demand, as a public approbation of the infrac- 
tion of the treaty, and the deftru&ion of Saguntum. It 
feemed both cruel and fhameful for the Carthaginians to 
deliver up to his implacable enemies a young conqueror, 
who was the glory and hopes of his nation. However, 
iJanno, in a warm fpeech, preffed the fenate to give the 
Romans the fatisfa&ion they required j but the Barcan, 
fa ft ion oppofed this motion, and being more numerous, 
prevailed. A commiflioner, expert in negotiations, was 
appointed to difcufs the affair with the Roman ambafia- 
dors, and to anfwer their complaints ; but, after feveral 
conferences, in which the African negotiator ufed all the 
chicanery and evafions poflible to colour the proceedings 
of Hannibal, the ambaffadors renewed their demand be- 
fore the fenate ; and, to prevent endlefs difputes, the chief 
of the amb«ifladors, having made two folds in his robe, 
fgid, addreffing himfelf to the fenate, " On one fide is 
peace, on the other war; choofe which you pleafe." 
The prefident of^ the aflembly anfwered, <c We will 
Vardt- choofe neither ; give us which you pleafe." <c Take war 
iiartd. then," replied the ambaflador. At which words the Bar- 
can fa&ion cried out with joy, " War, war * !" A fatal 
declaration, which brought both nations to the brink of 
tuin. 



CHAP. XLI. 



The Hi/lory of Rome, from the Beginning to tht 
End of the fecond Carthaginian War. 

SECT. I. 

Jfrom the Commencement of the fecond Carthaginian W<ft 
to the retaking of Saguntum. 

XH E new confuls, P. Cornelius Scipio and Tib. 
Sempronius Longus, had fcarce entered upon their 
, when the ambaffadors returned to Rome. . The 
account of their erabafiy, and the news of the deftruc- 

* Li v. lib. xxL cap. i*. 
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tion of Saguntum, left the fenate no room to deliberate 
about war or peace. The confuls were therefore ordered 
to draw lots for their refpe&ive provinces. Africa fell to 
Sempronius, and Spain to Cornelius Scipio. The former 
■was dire&ed to pafs into Sicily, affemble all the troops , 
in that ifland, from thence fail to Africa, and begin hos- 
tilities in that country. Cornelius was commanded to go 
into Spain, and ufe all poffible means to prevent Hanni- 
bal from entering Italy. Six legions were raifed, amount- 
ing to twenty-four thoufand foot, and eighteen hundred 
horfe : and, among the feveral nations in Italy fubjeft to 
the republic, four thoufand horfe more, and forty-four 
thoufand foot. Rome equipped a fleet of two hundred 
and twenty quinqueremes, and twenty other light veflels. 
Two legions, confifting each of four thoufand foot, and 
three hundred horfe, with fourteen thoufand foot, and 
one thoufand horfe, of the allies, were put under the 
command of Cornelius *Scipio, who was to tranfport them 
on board a fleet of fixty quinqueremes to Tranfalpine 
Gaul. Two legions, with fourteen thoufand foot, and 
fixteen hundred horfe, of the allies, were left in Italy, 
under the command of the praetor L- Manlius, to keep 
Cifalpine Gaul in awe. . As for the confiil Sempronius, 
who was defigned for Africa, his army confided N of two 
legions, fixteen thoufand foot, and eighteen hundred 
liorfe, of the allies. Thefe troops were put on board a 
fleet of a hundred and fixty gallies, and twenty light" 
veflels. 

Before the arrival of Sempronius in Sicily, the Cartha- 
ginians had fent out a fquadron of twenty fail to plunder 
the coafts of Italy ; but thefe fliips being difperfed by a 
fiorm, king Hiew, who happened to be then at Mefiana 
with his fleet, had detached part of it, and taken fome of 
them. The prifoners informed him, that Carthage had 
equipped another fquadron of thirty-five gallies, with a 
defign to furprifc Lilybaeum. This intelligence the king 
immediately communicated to -ZEmilius, praetor of Sicily, 
who failed with his fmall fquadron to join the Syracufan 
fleet, in order to defend the threatened city. The Car- 
thaginians finding, upon their arrival, both fleets riding 
at anchor before the mouth of the harbour, did not attempt 
to enter it, but, keeping at fome diftance, drew up in 
line of battle. The Romans and Syracufans accepted 
the challenge ; fo that an engagement enfued, in which 
the Carthaginians were defeated, with thelofsof feven 
fhips. Seventeen hundred of their men were taken 

Ee3 jvifoners, 
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prifoners, and a great many -killed in the a&ion. The 
Rpmans did not lofe a galley, and had but a very fmall 
number of men killed. The king, on his return to Met 
fana, finding Sempronius there, went immediately on 
board the conful's thip, embraced him tenderly, and 
allured him, that he fliould continue the fame affe£Uon 
for Rome in his old age, which he had always (hewn in his 
youth j nor did he limit his good will to profeflions only ; 
he cloathed the legionaries, and the crews of the Roman 
fl)ips, at his own expence, fupplied the whole army with 
corn, and then fet fail with the confui for Lilybseum, 
where they parted with regret \ 
Mtlita Sempronius, from Lilybaeum, fteered His courfe to the 

JetKidby ifl a nd of Melita, fitua^ed between Sicily and Africa; and 
«'**" ft? "° f° oner appeared before it, than Hamilcar, th J eCar-? 
n,int. (haginian governor, furrendered the ifland, the city, and 

the garrifon. But in the mean time the Carthaginians, 
paving made a defcent on the coafts of Italy, Sempronius 
was preparing to drive them from thence, when news 
arrived, that Hannibal had pafjed the Alps, and at the 
fame time he received an order from the fenate to return 
in all hafte to Italy. Leaving, therefore, the praetor, 
/Emilius, in Sicily, with a fufficient rjumber of troops 
and (hips to defend the ifland, he went on board his fleet, 
and entered the Adriatic Sea ? with a defign to land at 
Anminum't. 

Hannibal, being authorieed by the fenate of Carthage 
to aft againft the Romans as he thought proper, refolved 
not to wait for their coming to attack him in Spain, but 
to carry the war into the heart of their dominions. With 
this view he hajd, during the winter, fettled affairs in 
Spain. He appointed his brother Afdrubal governor of 
that country in his abfence ; and, in order to put him in 
3 condition to pppofe any defcents there, he left him fifty 
quinqueremes, four quadrjremes, and five triremes. As. 
to the l^nd-forces, he did hot leave his brother to the 
rnercypf the Spaniards, but tnjnfported thirteen thoufand 
eight fiundred and fifty foot, and one thoufand two hun- 
dred horfe, of the Spanifh troops, into Africa, and 
brought fifteen thoufand Africans into Spain. By this/ 
exchange he wifely provided for the fecurity of both coun- 
tries. After thefe prudent regulation^ he waited only for 
the anfwers of the Italic Gauls, to whom he had fent his. 

* Liv. lib. xxi. cap. 49— 51, Appian iri Punic. Zon. lib. viii. cap, 
$*♦ t» Li?, lib. xxi. cap. $i. 
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enruflaries, foliciting them to {hake off the Roman yoke. 
He no fooner received afiurances of their earneft defire to 
fee him in Italy, than he applied himfelf wholly to the 
preparations for his march. He began by putting himfelf #**»#*/ 
under the prote&ion of Hercules, who was worfhipped at n™chftr 
Gades, whither he took a journey to offer facrifices and i ta y % 
vows to that god. Then he aflembled his troops, ha- 
rangued them, and, upon a mufter, found that they 
amounted to ninety thoufand foot, and twelve thoufand 
horfe. However, by the defertion of fome of his troops, 
by his difmiffing others, and by the feveral detachments 
he made for the fecurity of the new-conquered provinces, 
his army, when he crofied the Pyrenees, cohfifted only 
of fifty thoufand foot, and nine thoufand horfe c . With 
thefe troops, having pafied the Pyrenees without oppofi- 
tion, he arrived at Illiberis, a city of Gallia Narbonenfis, 
on thecoaft of the Mediterranean, which he had appoint- 
ed for the place of the general rendezvous. 

In the mean time the Boii, receiving intelligence that The Boii 
Hannibal had begun his march to Italy, openly revolted reifoiu 
from the Romans, and, being joined by the Infubres, fell 
upon the two new colonies of Placentia and Cremona. 
The inhabitants fled for refuge to Mutina, an old Roman 
colony, whither the rebels purfued them, with 3 defign 
to befiege the place ; but as they were not (killed in taking 
cities, they had recourfe to treachery, drew the three 
leaders of the colony out of the place, under pretence of 
a conference, and then feized them, with a defign to ex- 
change them for the hoftages' they had formerly left in 
the hands of the Romans. Thefe hoftiliries rouzed the 
praetor Manlius, who had been left by Ccfrnelius Scipio, 
with two legions, to keep Cifalpine Gaul in fubje&ion. 
He immediately led one of them to the relief of Mutina ; 
but as the country, through which he marched, was 
covered with forefts, the Gauls, who were acquainted with 
all the roads, furprifed him, and cut moft of his legiona- 
ries in pieces, the praetor himfelf efcaping with great dif- 
ficulty to an eminence, whence he retired to Tanetum, a • 
city on the banks of the Nicia, where he was immediately 
inverted by the enemy. However, upon the approach of 
the praetor Lucius Attilius, at the head of the other le- 
gion, and five thoufand auxiliaries, the enemy raifed the 
fieges of Tanetum and Mutina,, and difperfed d . 

cPolyb. lib. iii. cap. 1S8. Li v. lib. xxi. cap. 22, 23. * Liv* 

Ub. xxi. cap, 25; 26, Polyb. lib. iii. cap, 193, 194, 
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The conful, Cornelius Scipio, having failed from Pita, 
and kept along the coaft of Liguria, had landed his troops 
at that mouth of the Rhone whkh is neareft Mafilia* 
His defign was to wait there for Hannibal, and give him 
battle before he attempted to crofs the Alps. Hfe had, 
indeed, received notice of Hannibal's having paffed the . 
Pyrenees ; but could not imagine that he was near, con- 
fidering the difficulty and length of his march* He there* 
fore encamped on an ifland formed by the Rhone, which 
the ancients call Camaria, and the moderns La Camarque^ 
and remained there a few days to refrefh his troops after 
the fatigues of the fea. But Hannibal, more expeditious 
than Scipio imagined, having furmounted all difficulties* 
was encamped on the banks of the Rhone, and contriving 
means to pafs that rapid ftream e . The Gauls, on that 
fide the river, favoured him through fear j but thofe on 
the other fide, jealous of fo powerful an army, prepared* 
to oppofe his paffage with all their force. Scipio knew 
nothing of this defign ; otherwife, by joining the Gauls, 
who were determined to difpute his paffage, he would, in 
fill likelihood, have made the Rhone the boundary of Han* 
nibal's expedition ; but, in this great crifis, Hannibal's 
fortune was equal to his valour, 

The Carthaginian fufpeding that a confular army was 
not far off, and being therefore obliged without delay to 
pafs the river, which was no where ford able, in fight of 
the enemy, he had recourfe to ftratagem. He detached 
part of his army, under the command of Hanno, the fon 
of Bomilcar, with orders to march up along the river, 
to crofs it out of fight of the enemy's camp, and, by tafc* 
Hannibal ing a tour, to get behind them and lie in ambulh. Hanno 
fafcs thi having executed his commiffion, and given the fignal 
M&jne. agreed on, Hannibal prepared to pafs the river with that 
part of the army which remained with him. He ordered 
his cavalry to embark in the greater veffels, and his foot 
in canoes, made only of hollowed trees. He dire&ed 
thofe who governed the greater veffels to keep their bows 
upon the ftream, thereby to check the current of the river, 
' and cover the others from danger. The horfes were not 
embarked, but fwam after the fmall boats, one man hold- 
ing three or four by the bridle on each fide the boat. 
While they were thus contending againft the violence of 
the ftream* and animating each other, the enemy waited 
for them on the oppofitebaflk/.with difmal cries and howU 

• Polyb, lib, iii. cap, 195. 
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jngs ; but in-the#meaii time Hanno's detachment attack- 
ing them in the rear, they were feized with fuch a panic, 
that they immediately difperfed, every one making the ' 
beft of his way to his own village f . 

" Scipio receiving intelligence' that the. enemy were al- * 
ready encamped on the banfc of the Rhone, detached three 
hundred chofen horfe to reconnoitre. Thefe fell in with 
a party of five hundred Numidian horfe, fent out by Han-' 
nibal for the fame purpofe > and a fharp afkion enfued, in Thefirfi 
which the Numidians loft two hundred men, and the Ro- ^coutur^ 
mans a hundred and fixty. The Numidians were put to a ^ <v ^ hm 
flight ; and this advantage, how inconGderable foever, was J*f ?*; /# * 
looked upon by the Romans as a happy omen for the reft mans. 
of thje war *. However, it did not difcourage Hannibal, 
who, upon certain information, that the confular army 
was not far diftant, was fpr fome time in, doubt, whether' 
he (hould attack the Romans, or march for Italy ; but the 
deputies from the Cifalpine Gauls, the chief of whom was 
qne Magalus or Maegilus, determined him, by their advice, 
to lead his army over the mountains entire, and not run 
the hazard of weakening it by a difafter. They made 
Hannibal rich prefents, tendered him their fervice, and, 
took upon them to be his guides over the Alps. The, 
Carthaginian, therefore, to avoid Scipio, marched up the 
river, and encamped at the conflux of the Rhodanus and 
the Araris, or the Rhone and the Saone. Here Hannibal 
found two brothers difputing for the dominion of the? 
country, and their armies drawn up ready ta engage* 
At the requeft of the elder 'brother Hannibal joined him 
againft the younger, whom he drove out of the country* 
The conqueror immediately exprefled his gratitude, hf 
furnifhing the Carthaginians with cloaths, which they' 
greatly wanted, moft of them being half naked, and fupply-1 
ing them with what was neceflary to guard them againft the 
fnow and ice of the Alps. Nor was this all the advantage 
he received from thefe allies : as the Carthaginians were 
afraid of being [attacked by the Gauls difperfed about 
thofe unknown countries, the king guarded them in per- 
fon, and conduced them fafe to the foot of the moun- 
tains, which they reached after ten days march. 

The ancients have left us in great uncertainty as to the 
place where the Carthaginian general paSTed the moun- 
tains* Some of the moderns point out one place, and 

fPolyS. lib. iii. cap. 195—200. Li v. lib. xxi. cap. a6— a8. 
% Polyb. ibid* cap. jgS. JLav, ibid* cap. 29. 
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fome another ; but as they may be all equally miftaken, 
we fhall follow Hannibal through the difficulties he met 
with in his paffage, without pretending to afcertain the 
precife place, where he attempted, and happily accom- 
plifhed, fo bold an undertaking. As foon as Hannibal 
ordered his troops to begin their march up the mountains 
the petty kings of the country, affembling their troops in 
great numbers, poffeffed themfelves of the eminences, 
over which the Carthaginians were obliged to pafs. They 
continued haraffing the Carthaginians, and were no fooner 
driven from one eminence, than they feized another, dis- 
puting every foot of land with the enemy, and deftroy- 
ing great numbers of them by the advantage they had of 
the ground b . Hannibal being informed by the Gauls, who ' 
ferved him as guides, that the Barbarians kept guard in 
thofe places only in the day-time, and in the night re- 
tired to a village not far off, he decamped in broad day, 
and, moving (lowly, drew near the poft which the moun- 
taineers poffeffed in the evening, as if he defigned to pafs 
the night there ; but as foon as it was dark, and the enemy 
had, according to their cuftom, retired, he put himfelf at 
the head of a detachment t of chofen men, and gained one 
of the eminences. When day difcovered to the enemy 
what had paffed, they refolved to attack the Carthagi- 
nians from the other eminences, which commanded die 
narrow, ftony, and broken way, through which they 
marched. Accordingly, leaping from rock to rock with 
the agility of hinds, they fell upon them from all quar- 
ters at once. The Carthaginians loft in this unforefeen 
attack an incredible number of horfes and beafts of bur- 
den : but the horfes that were wounded gave them molt 
trouble ; for, falling in fo narrow and crouded a way, 
they threw down others by driving to recover their feet, 
and fo occafioned a general confufion. Hannibal obferv- 
ing this, immediately left the poft he had taken, and 
Hanmbal\ ^^ in i on l ^ e enemy from the higher ground, killed molt 
of them on the fpot, and difperfed the reft *. 

Having efcaped this danger, he immediately marched 
at the head of a ftrong detachment againft the town 
which had harboured the enemy, and entered it with- 
out bppofition. Here he found the prjfoners, horfes, and 
beafts of burden, which had fallen into the enemy's hands, 
befides cattle and corn fufficient to fupport the army for 
three days. In this town Hannibal remained a day to reft 
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and refrefli his troops, and then purfued his march for 
three days fiicceffivel jr, ' without the leaft moleftation or 
alarm ; but on the fourth day he fell into a greater danger 
than that he had lately efcaped. Other mountaineers met 
him with olive-branches and garlands of flowers, and ten* , . 
dered him their fervice. Hannibal, thinking it equally 
dangerous to truft or diftruft them> endeavoured, by fe» ' 
Veral queftions, to found their defign. They told him, 
that his having defeated thofe who oppofedhim, and taken 
their town, had prompted them to come and implore his 
protection ; and that, a? to themfelves, they were re- 
folved to do him no injury, nor fuffer any to be done him 
by others. Hannibal at nrft only pretended to truft them 
for fear of difobliging them ; but after they had fupplied 
his army with provifions, and converfed with all manner 
of freedom and confidence with his foldiers, he began to 
entertain abetter opinion of their Gncerity, and even put 
fo much confidence in them, as to accept their tenders of 
ferving him as ,guides. However, as he ftill retained a 
fecret doubt of their fincerity, he placed his elephants and 
horfe in the van, and a chofen body of foot in the rear. 
This precaution preferved his army from being entirely 
deftroyed 5 for thefe faithlefs guides, having led the army j s betrayed 
into a valley, furrounded with rocks and fteep hills, faced by his 
about, and fell upon them in front, while their country- g"idei 9 and 
men, who lay concealed among the rocks, attacked their *"&**** 
rear 5 but the elephants flopped the fury of the one, and an & ir ' 
the infantry flood their ground againft the other. 

Neverthelefs, the Carthaginians fuflFefed no fmall lofs Lofesmamj 
both of men and horfes on this occafion ; for the enemy, 9/ his mem 
rolling down huge ftones from the upper ground, killed 
a great number* The confternation was fo great in Han- 
nibal's army, that he was obliged to flop, and take up his 
quarters that night on the top of an eminence, expofed to 
the open air, with that part of the army which was with 
him, remote from the baggage, and the reft of the troops, 
who with difficulty effe&ed their paflage through the 
valley before day-break. In the morning, the enemy be- 
ing now retired, Hannibal joined his army and baggage, 
and continued his march. After this effort, the Gauls 
appeared orily in fmali bodies, falling fometimes on the 
van, and fometimes on the rear of the army, and feldom 
failing to carry off part of the baggage. After many fa- Arrives *t 
tigues and lofles, Hannibal arrived at the top of the the top of 
niountains, nine days after he had begun to afcend them. '*?*««*- 
Tfrere foe fncampedj and hajted two days, to give his tam% 
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weary troops fomc repofe, and to wait for the ftragglerf « 
During his ftay, he faw with pleafure many horfes arrive, 
which he thought loft, and fome of his men, who had not 
been able to keep up with his army. As the fnow had 
lately fallen in great plenty on the tops of thofe high 
mountains, and covered the ground, this fight terrified 
the Africans and Spaniards, who were much affe£ted 
with the cold. In order to encourage them, and in- 
frMre them with refolution againft the fufferings that yet 
threatened them, the Carthaginian general led them to 
die top of the higheft rock on the fide of Italy, and thence 
gave them a view of the large and fruitful plains of Infu- 
bria, acquainting them, that the Gauls, whofe country 
they faw, were ready to join them* Having thus animated 
his haraffed troops, after two days reft he decamped, and 
began to defcend the mountains k . 
GrfftJiffi- The difficulties' they met with in (foing down were 

"tfamdin* ?^ ual t0 thofe th ?y had found in A e afcent. They had 
JvJb*. indeed few enemies to contend with ; but the deep fnows, 
mountains of ice, craggy rocks, and frightful precipices, 
proved more terrible than any enemy. However, the* 
troops, now inured to the greateft hardihips, were proof 
, againft all difficulties, and furmounted them with chear- 
fulnefs. After they had for fome days marched through 
narrow, fteep, and flippery ways, they came at length to 
a place, which neither men, elephants, nor horfes, could t 
pafs. The way was exceeding narrow ; and the decli- 
- vity was become more dangerous by the falling away of 
the earth. Here the guides flopped, and the whole army 
being alarmed, Hannibal propofed at firft to march round, 
and attempt another way > but all places being covered 
with fnow to a great depth, he found himfelf reduced to 
the neceffity, either of turning back, and climbing up the 
mountains again, or getting down a place which was aU 
molt perpendicular, where a thin fiirface of fnow covered 
a thick ice. The infantry began to defcend ; but their 
feet flipping, and there being nothing to catch hold of, 
tHey rolled into the precipices which were on either fide 
this narrow pafifage, and were crufhed to pieces, or buried 
in the fnow. 

Hannibal, having ordered the fpow to be removed, 
• which covered all the ground, and the ice to be broken, 
encamped at the entrance of this pafs, in order to deli- 
berate on the proper method of fuimounting the prefent 

*Liv.&Polyb,ibid. 
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difficulty. After he had confidered the nature of the 
place, he concluded, that the only means of getting over 
it was to cut a way into the rock itfelf, through which 
his men, horfes, and elephants* might pafs. This was 
a laborious work ; but the Numidians, fetting chear- 
fully about it, and frequently relieving one another, with 
unfpeakable pains made, in one day, a way in the rock 
for the foot, and in three days more for the horfe, and 
likewife for the elephants, which had fuffered niuch, and 
were almoft dead with hunger, the ground being in that 
part of the Alps covered with fnow j fo that no forage 
could be found (P). Thus Hannibal, having fpent nine 
days in climbing up the Alps, and fix in defcending them, 
reached at length Infubria, and, notwithftanding his many Hannibal 
difafters by the way, entered that country with .all the «*«* fo 
boldnefs of a conqueror. 

Hannibal now reviewed his army, when he found, that 
of the fifty thoufand foot, with which he had fet out from 
New Carthage five months and fifteen days before, he 
had now but twelve thoufand Carthaginians, and eight 
thoufand Spaniards ; and that his twelve thoufand horfe 
were reduced to fix thoufand (Q)« His firft care, when he 
entered Italy, was to refrefli his troops, who, after fo 
long a march, and fo many hardfliips, were in great want 
of reft. However, he did not fuffer them to indulge 
long in idlenefs ; but joining the Infubres, who were at 
.war with the Taurinians, laid fiege to Taurinum, the 
only city in the country, and made himfelf matter of it 
in three days, putting all who refitted to the fword. This 
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(?) Some hiftorians tell us, 
that the Numidians ufed vine- 
gar to foften the rocks (i); 
but the filence of the moft ju- 
dicious writers, as to this par- 
ticular, is fufficient to juftify 
our not .giving credit to fo idle 
a ftory. All they tell us is, 
that the Africans made ufe of 
fire, , pick-axes, and other in- 
flruments of iron, for the ac- 
complifhing of fo laborious an 
undertaking, 

( 0^) Some writers tell us, 



that Hannibal entered Italy at 
the head of forty thoufand 
foot, and ten thoufand horfe ; 
others make his troops amount 
to two hundred thoufand foot, 
and twenty thoufand horfe (2), 
But the above mentioned num- 
ber was fpecified by Hannibal 
himfelf, and engraved, as Po- 
lybius informs us, on a co- 
lumn which he ereclcd near the 
Lacinian Promontory in Cala* 
bria (3). 



(1) Li v. lib. xxi. cap. 37. («) Cincius Aliment us apud 

Liv« xxi, cap. 48* (3) Polyb. lib. iii. cap, 109. 
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achievement ftruck fuch terror into the neighbouring 
Barbarians, that they all fubmitted to the conqueror, and 
fupplied his army with all forts of provifions '. 

When Scipio underftood, upon the return of the party 
he had fent out, that Hannibal was arrived at the banks 
of the Rhone, he decamped, and inarched up the river, 
with a defign to give him battle ; but finding that the 
Carthaginians had croffed the river three days before, and 
was purfuing his march over the Alps into Italy, he 
marched back to his fleet with all poflible expedition. 
Having difpatched his brother Cneius Scipio, with the 
beft part of his troops, to carry on the war in Spain 
againft Afdrubal, he embarked the reft, with 'a defign %o 
return to Italy by fea, and meet Hannibal on his defend- 
ing the Alps. He foon arrived at Pifa, and croffing He- 
truria, joined that army, which the conful Manlius had 
fo unfortunately led againft the Boii. With this, and the 
few troops he had with him, he pafTed the Pe, and en- 
camped on the banks of the Ticinus, which difcharges 
itfelf into that river. Hannibal was furprifed, when he 
underftood that Scipio, whom he had left on the banks 
of the Rhone, had already returned from Gaul to Italy, 
crofled Hetruria, paffed the Pp, and was ready to receive 
him. Scipio was no lefs ftruck with admiration at Han- 
nibal's expedition in eroding the Alps, through ways 
which he deemed impafiable. This reciprocal refpecfc, 
which the two generals had for each other, increafed 
their emulation, and. infpired them with an eager defire 
of entering the lifts together m . In the mean time the 
news of Hannibal's arrival in Italy, at the head of a 
powerful army, of his taking Taurinum, and advancing 
to meet the conful Scipio, filled Rome with terror. The 
fenate expe&ed every hour to hear of a battle, -and the 
uncertainty of the fuccefs kept all men in fufpenfe ; indeed 
the two armies were too near each other to defer entering 
upon a&ion. Scipio encouraged his troops in an harangue 
well fuited to the occafion ; but Hannibal employed a new 
kind of eloquence, which made deep impreffions on the 
minds of his Carthaginians. 

He had treated the prifoners, taken on the Alps, with 
the utmoft rigour ; fo that they earneftly wifhed to put an 
end to their miferies by death. 'They were loaded night 
and day with heavy chains, almoft ftarved, and beaten in 



1 Polyb. lib. iii. cap. 409. 
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a moft barbarous manner. Hannibal defigned them for 
the diver fion with which he now entertained his troops ; 
for he caufed thofe unhappy men to be brought out at the 
head of the arfny, which he aflembled for that purpofe, 
and* afked them whether they were willing to engage each 
other in fingle combats, and fight till one of them were 
killed in fight of his troops. He ordered horfes, and 
rich habits and furniture, to be produced at the fame time, 
as rewards for the conquerors ; and comforted the van- 
quished with the hopes of death, which would end their 
infupportable miferies. There was not one of them 
who did not, with great joy, confent to the propofal. 
Hannibal then commanded a certain number to be 
chofen by lot, in order to engage. Thofe on whom the 
lot fell, leaped for joy, while the others broke out into 
' loud lamentations. While they fought, the reft of the 
prifoners looked on the vanquished as no lefs fortunate 
than the conquerors, having by their death put a period 
to the miferies they endured. The conftancy of thofe 
who died was more admired by the Carthaginian foldiers 
than the valour and fkill of the furvivors. While their 
imaginations were warm with thefe obje&s, Hannibal told 
them, that their fate was like that of the captives whofe 
glorious deaths they had admired, and whofe rewards they 
had envied ; that Italy was a vaft prifon to them, having 
the enemy's country before them, and behind them the 
Alps ; that they could riot efcape the miferies to which 
hunger, thirft, nakednefs, and heavy chains, would re- 
duce them, unlefs they purchafed liberty, neceflaries, and 
life itfelf, by their bravery ; that, fince they could enter- 
tain no hopes of returning to their native countries by 
flight, they ought to have the fame fentiments which 
they had juft before admired in the captives, fince they 
were under the fame neceffity of conquering,' or dying ; 
and that if they conquered, not fine horfes only, and rich 
furniture, would be their lot, but all the wealth of the 
richeft country and city in the world n . 

The difcourfe of the general was applauded by the 
whole army, every man declaring, that he was determined 
to conquer or die. With this difpofition the army drew 
near the Ticinus, which Scipio had already paffed. Next Ihttw 
day the two armies came in fight of each other, when 7^/1/* 
Scipio advanced at the head of the cavalry, with fome ,^ tktr* 
companies of dartmen, to obferve the enemy's motions 

» lav, ibid. cap. 40— 45. Polyb, ibid. cap. ai4— »i8. 
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and difpoGtion. . Hannibal' marched againft him at tfte 
head of his Spanifli and Numidian cavalry. As the leaders . 
on both fides, and the troops they commanded, were 
eager to engage, they foon came to blows ; but fcarcc 
had the Roman dartmen, whom Scipio had placed in the 
front, made their firft difcharge, when they retired into 
the (paces between their troops, through fear of being 
' trod down by the horfe. Hannibal's horfe made but one 
. large front, the Numidians in the two wings, and the 
Thy en* Spaniards in the centre. The onfet began between trie 
gage. cavalry of the Gauls in the Roman army, and the Spanifli 

, horfe m the Carthaginian. The former, fupported by the 
dartmen, who were drawn up in the intervals between 
the fquadrons, fuftained the {hock of the Spanifli horfe 
with great resolution ; but in the mean time the Numi- 
dians, taking a compafs, attacked the Romans in flank, 
and, after an obftinate and long difpute, obliged them 
to give ground. Hereupon the Gauls, who had hitherto 
fought with great bravery, retired Kkewife in fome con- 

• fufion. Scipio, at the head of a fmall body of cavalry, 
endeavoured to animate his troops more by his example 
than by words, till he fell from his » horfe, dangeroufly 

TfieR9- wounded. Then the Romans, believing their general 
mans de- killed, fled with great precipitation ; and Scipio would 
feated. nave (>e en left upon the place, had not his fon, attended 

by a few Roman knights, refcued, and carried him back 

to the camp °. 

Scipio, confidering that the enemy was fuperior to him 

in horfe, and confequently that it would be dangerous to 

five them battle in the champaign country, abandoned 
is camp, repafled the Po, and retired to Placentia. 
Hannibal remained fome time on the field of battle, in ex- 
pectation that the legions would appear ; but when he 
underftood that the conful was decamped, he purfued 
him as far as the bridge over which he had pafied the Ti- 
cinus ; but finding it broken down, he took fix hundred 

• men, whom the Roman general had left to defend a fmall 
fort, and, without without lofs of time, marched up the 
Ticinus, till he came to the banks of the Po, which he 

ffanmhal croffed on a bridge of boats. He then divided his army 
crops the into two bodies, giving the command of one to his brother 
t*\ Mago, with orders to purfue the enemy, while he remain* 

ed in the neighbourhood of the Po, to receive the depu- 
ties ot feveral Gaulifli nations, whom his firft advantage 
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nad brought over to him. They engaged to fupply hixxi 
"With as ' many men, arms, and provifions as he mould 
'Want. Encouraged by thefe offers he marched forward, 
joined his brother, and took the road to Placentia, where and W- 
the cbnful was encamped. Scipio, believing himfelf fafe ^ ances i0 
in that fituation, thought of nothing but curing his own 
and his foldiers wounds. He was therefore furpfifed to 
fee Hannibal advance within reach of his entrenchments, 
draw up his army, and offer him battle. Scipio, inftead 
Of accepting the challenge, fortified his camp ; and Han- 
nibal, not thinking himfelf ftrong enough to force the 
enemy's lines, encamped ten miles from him. 

In the mean time an unexpected event augmented the Treachery 
apprehenfions of the Romans, and increafed the confidence of the 
of the enemy. About two thoufand foot, and two hundred *?*"« '* 
norfe, of thofe Gauls who ferved in the conful's army, when ^J*?*** 
- all was quiet in the Roman camp, entered the tents that 
were next to them, murdered the Romans while they 
were afleep, and, Cutting off their heads, made their; 
efcape to Hannibal. He invited them, with great pro- 
mifes, into his fervice ; and gave them leave, for the pre- I 

fent, to retire to their refpe&ive habitations, to fpread *; 

the fame of this aftion, and engage their countrymen to f 

ferve the Carthaginians. At the fame time ambafladors * 

came to him from the Bdii, with the three commiffioners i 

of the two Roman colonies, whom they had formerly i. 

taken by treachery. Hannibal received the* deputies with 
great demonftrations of kindnefs ; and left the three illus- 
trious captives in their hands, that they might make ufe* 
of them, as they had formerly propofed, to redeem their 
hoftagesP. 

Scipio not doubting that the Gauls, after their Coun- 
trymen had a£led fo criminal a part, would declare for the 
enemy, refolved to leave his camp at Placentia, where he 
was furrounded on all fides by Gaulifh nations, and td 
feek fome pod where his troops would not be fo much 
intimidated by fufpefted neighbours. Accordingly he Scipio +e+ 
decamped the following night, and, {Sailing the Trebia, *j res > an * 
a fmall river which falls into the. Po, pofted himfelf on *£*jj? hii 
an eminence near that river, in the neighbourhood of m *° 
many of the allies of the Roman people. Hannibal, upori • 

intelligence of the conful's march, detached his Numidiari 
horfein piiriuit of hint, while he himfelf followed with 
the main body of the army. The Numidians, finding the 

P Pol yb, lib. iii. c*p. *ao. Liv.lib, iL cap. 4S, : 

Vol. X. F f Roman ! 
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Roman camp evacuated, ftaid to fet fire to it % and this delay 
gave the Romans time to pafs the plains, and gain the 
eminences on the other fide the river. Scipio entrenched 
himfelf in his new poft, refolving not to leave it till his 
wound was cured, and his colleague Sempronius, whom 
he impatiently expefted from Sicily, was arrived with an- 
other army. Hannibal encamped within five miles of 
them, on the other fide the Trebia. Hither great num- 
bers of Gauls flocked to him, infomuch that provifions 
frew fcarce in his camp \ but he foon fupplied this want, 
y bribing one Dafius, a Brundufian, governor of Clafii- 
dium, where the Romans had fixed their magazines of 
arms and provifions, to deliver up the place to him j hy 
which means he transferred the fcarcity from his own 
camp to that of the Romans \ 

When news were brought to Rome of the battle of the 
horfe, and the iffue of that engagement, the fenate was 
furprifed. Some blamed Scipio; others imputed that 
misfortune to the perfidioufnefs of the Gauls, who, by 
their defertion, had given a proof of their treachery an4 
hatred to the Romans ; but after all, as the legions were 
entire, they afiumed courage, not doubting but that fine 
body of foot would be able to flop the progrefs pf the 
conqueror. Their confidence was heightened by the joy- 
ful tidings of the arrival of the conful Sempronius at Ari- 
minum, after a voyage of forty days from Sicily to that 
place. He immediately fet out on his march, and in 3 
few days joined his colleague on the banks of the Trebia. 
After he had refreshed his troops, and informed himfelf 
of the circumftances of the engagement upon the Ticinus, 
the ftrength of the enemy, and the character of their 
leader, impatient to enter upon a&ion, he detached all 
his cavalry, contrary to the opinion of his dolleague, with 
orders to pafs the Trebia, and attack a party of Numidian 
and Gaulifh horfe, Hdkich Hannibal had fent out to lay 
wafte the lands of thofe Gauls who adhered to the Romans. 
The trivial advantage he gained on this occafion made him 
refolve to hazard a general engagement. Scipio, whofe 
wound confined him to his bed, did all that lay in his 

Eo wer to divert his colleague from fo dangerous a defign : 
e told him, that as- foon as his ftrength would allow 
him to aft, he had an enterprize to put in execution which, 
he was confident, would much redound to the fervice 
of his country ; but this intimation, inftead of diverting 
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Stmipronltis from his firft defign, made him more eager 
to engage the enemy, before Scipio could appear in thd 
field, to fliare with him the glory of the vifltory ; and be- 
eattfe that commander could fiot approve of his ill-timed 
cagerridfs for dti dngagemerit, he told him, that bis mind • 
;*ra9 more affe&ed than his bddy, and that his wound gav£ 
kim all aveffion to battles. Thus Semproniiis, blinded 
-with ambition, and pleafed with the hopes of a complete 
Iri&ory, Without Scipio's ftiaring in the honour of it, re* 
ielved to come to a pitched battle with the Carthaginians r . 

Hannibal, having learned theconful's defign by fpies, Hannibal 
Whom he fent into the Roman camp, detached the follow- artfully 
Jftg night his" brother Mago, with two thoufand chofen ^J^jf^. 
ftien, half horfe and half foot, ordering them to conceal g& ~ tt 
themfelves under the banks of a rivulet", and wait there 
rill they mould receive orders to quit their ambufcade* 
£arly next morning the Carthaginian commanded a ftrong 
detachment of Numidian horfe to march out, infult the 
enemy in their camp ; and then, retiring flowly before the 
Jloman cavalry, who he' did not doubt would purfue them* 
to pafsthe lYebia, and enter the plain. The Numidians* 
Jmffuant to their orders, advanced to the ponfui's en- 
trenchments, as if they intended to brave the Romans*. 
Sempronius, impatient of this infult, firft fent out his ca-. 
ttelry againft them, then his dartmen, and laftly, marched 
out in perfon at the head of all his legionaries. The Ro- 
ftlans had not yet taken any nourishment^ befides, the 
day was very cold and fnowy ; and the nearer they drew to 
die river, the more fliarp the wind blew : however, fuch 
Was the eagernefs of the confui to come up with the 
enemy, whohadjuft pafled the river on horfeback, that 
he commanded the Roman infantry to leap into the water % 
an order which they obeyed without hefitation> though it 
reached to their waifts. When they came out of the 
river, they found themfelves fo benumbed with cold that 
they could not handle their arms; befides, asJhe day 
was far advanced before they all got over, they felt the* 
effefts of hunger, while the Carthaginians had refreshed 
themfelves with a plentiful repaft, and anointed their 
bodies, to 'arm themfelves againft the cold •• 

The Romans no fooner appeared in the plain, than Hannibal 
Hannibal formed his army in battalia. He placed eight draws up 
thoufand Spaniards, of the Balearic iflarids, armed with *" arf >9 % fr 
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flings, in the advanced guard. Thefe were fupported hf 
twenty thoufand foot, Gauls, Spaniards, and Africans, 
all drawn up in one line, to make the larger front. His 
cavalry, to the numbejr of ten thoufand, mod of them 
Gauls, were polled in the two wings ; and at the two ex- 
tremities of the main booy^were ranged the elephants, to 
cover the flanks of the arm^. Sempronius's troops con- 
fided of fixteen thoufand legionaries, twenty thoufand 
auxiliary forces, a handful of Ceriomani, the only Gaul* 
who continued faithful to the Romans, and four thoufand 
Roman horfe. The conful formed his troops in the ufual 
order, keeping the triarii for a body of referve, and poll- 
ing his cavalry in the wings. The two armies being thus 
pofted, Hannibal, to keep his men warm, ordered them 
tcv march brifkly againft the enemy, who waited for them, 
fhjvering with cold, in the plain. However, at their ap- 
proach, the Romans gave a fhout, the trumpets founded, 
and the attack began. 

The light-armed infantry on both fides made thfeir dis- 
charges, the Baleares throwing ftones with their flings, 
and the Romans their little javelins ; but this way of 
fighting did not laft long, the Rbmans retiring within the 
fpaces in their lines, and • the Baleares to the wings of 
their army. The main bodies of the two armies advanced, 
the cavalry moving with the lines they flanked ; but the 
Roman horfe, being juft returned from purfuing the Nu- 
midians, and much fatigued, were foon put to flight by 
the Gaulifh cavalry. The flanks of the confular army be- 
ing thus expofed, the Numidians attacked them with 
great fury, and put them in confufion. Then Hannibal 
ordered his elephants to advance, a motion which increas- 
ed the diforder of the Roman army ; neverthelefe, the 
legionaries in the fecond and third lines kept their ground, 
and fought with incredible bravery, till the Numidians, 
under the conduft of Mago, rifing out of their ambufcade, 
attacked the rear. Then the legionaries, findings them- 
felves furrounded on all fides, fought like men in defpair, 
and, being headed by Sempronius, who was a man of 
great perfonal courage, cut their way through the batta- 
lions of Gauls and Africans, who oppofed them, and re- 
tired in good order, to the number of ten thoufand, to 
Placentia, their return to the camp being obftru&ed by 
the Trebia, and the vi&orious cavalry of the enemy, who, 
fcouring the plain, cut all in pieces they met with. The 
allies in the .wings endeavoured to regain their camp, but 
fome were drowned in the river, others killed by the 

enemyj 
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enemy, while they were attempting to pafs it ; fo that 
the rout was general, and the flaughter great. A fmall but are de* 
body of foot, and a party of horfe, befides the ten thou- feaitti. 
fahd legionaries, made their efcape, the enemy not being * 
able, on account of the exceflive cold, to purfue them 
beyond the river. Scipio, who continued indifpofed in 
his tent, no fooner received the tidings of this defeat, 
than he decamped, and joined his colleague at Placentia '. 
Serhpronius, to prevent a confternation at Rome, fent 
difpatches thither, acquainting the fenate, that he had 
engaged the Carthaginian army, but that the feverity of 
the feafou, and the coldnefs of the weather, had fnatched 
the viSory out of his hands. This account the Romans Rome in 
were at firft willing to believe; but when they underftood g reat c ?* m 
that Hannibal was mafter of the conful's camp, that all Mnation. 
the nations of the Gauls declared for him, that the Ro- x 
man forces had fled to the neighbouring colonies for 
refuge, and that the army had no provifions, but what 
were conveyed to them by water, the city was filled with 
terror, every one taking it for granted, that the con- 
queror would foon appear at their gates. Notwithftand- 
ing this confternation, intrigue had a greater {hare in the 
ele&ion of new confuls, than a due regard to the neceffi- 
ties of the ftate. As both the confuls were abfent, the 
fenate had paffed a decree for nominating a di&ator to 
prefide in the comitia, when, to their great furprize, 
Sempronius arrived. Rafhnefs had been always his cha- Sempronius 
rafter, and on this occafion it fucceeded ; for though the &**!*$* ** 
roads between Placentia and Rome were much infefted by ome * 
Cauls and Africans, yet Sempronius, without either dif- 
guife or guard, ventured to crofs thofe countries, and got 
fafe to Rome, where he prefided in the comitia, when 
C. Flaminius was chofen ", a man without morals or reli- v 

gion, who had before fignalized his confulfhip by dffobey- 
ing the orders of the republic, and by an open contempt 
of the gods and aufpices ; but he had joined the tribunes 
of the people in promoting a law which confined com- 
merce to the plebeians, and therefore was by them raifed 
to the confulate a fecond time. The colleague appointed 
him was P. Servilius Geminus, a man of integrity* but of 
moderate abilities in war. It fell by lot to Flaminius to 
oppofe Hannibal, and to the other to command an army . 
in Cifalpine Gaul. In the fame comitia, P. Cornelius 
Scipio, whofe wound was hot yet cured, was appointed 

t Polyb. lib. iii. cap. 227. Liv. lib. xxi. cap. 55, 56. «Liv. 
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The eie&ions being finjfh§d, and the CQofulihtp of 
Sempronius not yet expired, he returned %Q Flacentia, 
where he had taken up his quarters. Hannibal did not 
continue idle, notwithstanding the. feverity of the feafon* _ 
but made attempts on different places belonging to the 
Romans. Th§ .firft was on a village on the banks of tbo 
fo, which the Romans had fortifed* and made their ma- 
gazine of corn $ but Sempronius, hearing from Placentia 
the fhouts of the garrifon^ haftened with all hia cavalry to 
their relief, and obliged Hannibal, who was wounded an 
this occafion, to retire with great lofs. The indefatigable 
Carthaginian, before his wound was cured, made a new- 
attempt upon Vi&umviae, a frpall city of Infubria, which 
the Romans had built and fortified during their war with 
the Gauls. This place Hannibal took, and gave it to he 
plundered by his Africans, who, committed fueh cruelties 
as had never before been pra#jfed in Italy *. 

vThe fenate at Rome provided every thing neceflary for 
the next campaign. Forces were difpatched into Sicily 
and Sardinia, under the command of their proper . prae-r 
tors ; and Tarentum, as well as the other cities oh the 
eoaft, fecured with ftrong garrifons, to prevent a defcent, 
$ixty quinqueremes were equipped to cruife in the Medi- 
terranean and Adriatic, and convoys fent into Cifalpine 
Gaul and Hetruria* Hannibal, finding ibe Gauls uneafy 
at his refiding fo long among them; began to grov jea* 
lou$ of that nation ; and his apprehenfions were fucb, 
that, fearing they might make fome attempt upon his life, 
he invented the ufe of falfehair of feveral colours, which 
he changed feveral times a day, as well as his drefs. Final- 
ly, he refolved to croft the Apennines, and enter Hetru* 
ria, at a fime when thofe mountains were almoik unpay- 
able, He was not aware of the ftorms which the wind 
faifes on thofe high rocks, efpccially towards the tnd of 
winter j and therefore expofed his troops to great danger, 
in attempting to crofs them at that feafon. So terrible 
an hurricane furprifed him on his march, and the wind 
blew the fnpw, mixed with rairi, fo violently in the faces 
of his men, that, not being able to advance, they were 
fpree4 to halt, and let the ftorm blow aver. When the 
rain ceafed, the wind became more violent; infomuch 
that, after they had in vain attempted to pitch their tent*, 



' Liv. lib. xxi cap, 57. 



they 



The Roman Hi/lory. 

'they were obliged to return to the plain. Hannibal loft a 
great many men, who were frozen to death, together 
with feven of the fmall number of elephants that ftill 
remained: however, his natural aftjroty did not allow him 
to take any reft. Early next morning he marched out of 
his entrenchments, with twelve thoufand foot, and five 
thoufand bOrfe, and offered the conful Sempronius battle. 
T}ie Roman general, always ready to engage, accepted 
the challenge; and, after a moft obftinate dilpute, which 
lafted till three hours after noon, repulfed the enemy to 
their camp. The rafli conful, intoxicated with this fuc- 
cefe, attempted to force Hannibal's camp $ but after he 
fatigued his men in this raft enterprize, he was forced to 
>etreat. As the Romans Vere retiring, Hannibal having 
firft fent detachments to attack them in flank, fell upon 
their rear with all his infantry. The Romans faced about, 
and the battle was renewed with fuch fury, as threatened 
a dreadful flaughter on both fides, if night coming on had 
not put an end to the conteft *. 

As Hannibal had only poftponed his defign of entering 
Hetruria, he now began to enquire which was the belt road 
to take : and being informed that there were two, the 
We longer, but more eafy, the other Ihorter, but leading 
through marfhy grounds fcarce paffable, *he cbofe the 
latter, being prompted by his natural inclination to em- 
bark in fuch enterprizes as were apt to raife admiration, 
and ftrike terror into the enemy : being affured, that, 
though great part of the country through which he was to 
pafs, lay under water, the bottom was found, he ordered 
nis army to begin their march. He placed the Spaniards 
and Africans, with their provifions, in the van, next to 
them the Gauls, and the horfe in the rear. Mago, with 
a body of Numidians, kept hovering about the flanks of 
the army, to prevfent the foldiers from draggling ; and the 
Gauls, who were impatient of labour, from deferring. 
The Spaniards and Africans, who were inured to all forts 
of hardfhips, took the water without hesitation ; and, 
though they .were half-way up the leg in mud, kept 
their ranks j but the Gauls marched with difficulty, the 
ground being broken by the multitudes of men, and 
beafts of burden, which went before. The whole army 
fuffered unfpeakable hardfhips on this march, being 
obliged to pafs four days and nights, in the water and* 
mire, without finding a dry place on which they could 
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take any reft. The horfe of the Gauls were moil qf theqi 
loft by the way; a lofs, which, however, proved fome 
! ' fort of relief to the fpldiers,. who made ufe of »them, 4s 

.-they lay with their burdens above water, to take fome re,r 
pofe, the want of which was their greateft torment* 
Great numbers of the Gauls funk "under the fatigue. 
Nor was Hannibal himfelf without his (hare of the incon- 
veniencies of the march ; for though he rode the only- 
elephant he had left, yet, as he was before much affected 
with a defluxion in his eyes, the evil grew tp. fucb a. height, 
He lofes ** by the unwholefome qualities of jhe 4 am P air, .$akh£ loft 
*yp» . one eye entirely \" • 

Having thus pafied the marines, he .encamped, in He- 
truria, where he was informed thaiSempronius, imme> 
diately after his departure, had left r Placentia, marched 
to Lucca, and there furrendered the command of it to the 
new conful FJaminius. :We have obferved above, that 
fiarninius obtaiped the confulfhip by the favour of the 
people, contrary, to the inclination pf tjie fenape. Being 
. therefore apprehenfive, left, when he came to be inau- 
gurated, the augurs, influenced by his enemies, mould 
find fome pretence to render his ele&ion invalid, he. left 
Rome, without performing the. ufual ceremonies' of reli- 
gion \ and, putting himfelf at the be^d of the army, 
encamped with four legions under ttie walls of Arctium in 
Ketruria- The fenators, provoked at this unprecedented 
'{tep, fent deputies, ordering him to. return to Itome, and 
perform there the ufual ceremopies of religion ; but Fla^- 
,rninius, without paying any regard to their orders, con- 
, f tinued in his camp, and difmiffecl their deputies, "with 
fcorn. His colleague Servilius, whofe province was Cif- 
alpine Gaul, was detailed at Rome, {o.affift at various 
expiations, the people being much terrified by prodigies. 
P. Corne- P., Cornelius Scipio, being now cured o( his wound, fail? 
Hus$cipio y s ed for Spajn, to join his brother Cnei us, who had gained 
^slain™ ft r eat advantages over. Afdrubal. He had defeated the 
f Carthaginian army, taken Hanno their commander, with 

Indibilis, a Spaniih prince^ and reduced the whole country 
^ordering on the Iberus. 

, Though the news of thefe fuccefles raifed the courage 
pf the fenators, yet they were very anxious about the 
concjudl: of Flaminius, who had a crafty and experienced 
enemy to deal with. Hannibal, having learnt the true 
character of the conful, did not doubt that he fhould fooi} 

* Liv. lib, xxii, pp, *. Pqlyb. Ijt*. iii. $ap. 230, 231. 
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bring him to a battle; with this view, he advanced to- Hannibal 
■wards Aretium, where the confui wa$/$ncainped $ and, advances 
: taking the way to Rome, left, the Roman camp behind *° ******** 
liim.. Flarninius, looking $n this conduct of the enerny 
"as a perfonal affront, refblved to follow, and venture an 
engagement. All the officers of the a>my, in a council 
of war, endeavoured, to divert hiin from fo dangerous a 
refolutibh^-but' he, "reproaching thprn. with cowardice; fiamininTs 
ruflied out of the council in a rage, and gave the fignai ra/ka*, ~ 
both for marching and fighting. He mpunted his hprfe <&<& 
in fudi a hurry, tfiat'he fell to the ground ; an accident •** « : \ 
which* was fhought an 411 omen. At the fame time he v ( - 

was 'told, that the enfigns ftuck fo fail in the ground, j(ha^ 
the foldiers could not difengage.them. This prodigy was 
po doubt feigned on pu/rpofe to keep him in the ,campj 
but the confiil, without paying any regard to fuch omens, 
ordered the ftandard-bearers to make ufe of fpades and 
^pick-axes, if they could not pull them up with their 
"hands b . He then marched at the head of his troops, 
whofe niinds he fo filled with hopes of viftory, that the 
jrabbie, who followed the army for plunder, carrying 
with them chains and fhackles to fec\xre the prisoners, 
were as numerous as the foldiers. 

Hannibal, who had got the flart of the confular Is drawn • 
jinny, by the terrible ravages he committed in the plains * nio an 
t>i Cortona provoked the conful to follow him, and at ambu fl* 
length drew him infenfibly into an ambufcade. Adjoin- 
ing to Cortona are fome high hills, near a lake called 
f Fhr£fyrnenus, now the lake of Perugia : between thefe. 
mountains and the lake is a large valley, into which there 
Is but one narrow paflage. Through this defile Hanni- 
bal marched, and encamped his Spanifh and African in- 
fantry in the valley : his light-rarmed foot he drew up in 
cme long line, andpofted them' at the foot of the hills, 
on th$ left fide of the valley •, and with his horfe he lined 
it on the right. Flaminius, without fending fcouts be- 
fore, to difcover the fituation of the enemy, entered the y n f p| 
dangerous pafs. As it was late when he arrived in the * I44 , 
valley, he had only time to pitch his camp before it was Ante Chr. 
dark. Seeing nothing, but Hannibal's camp before him,, *°4« 
tfe was under no apprehenfion ; but as foon as the Ro- 54 ** 

mans began to march at break of day, they found them- q- Ai ^ att ^ 
felves attacked on a fudden in front, in rear, and in offyrtfi* 
Jiank; and yet, pecafioned by a thick fog from the lake, minus. 

} folyb. lij>. iii, cap. 233. Li v. lib. xxii. cap. 3. 
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fcould not perceive the enemy by whom they were galled, 
Fhminius heard: fhta his poft tne cries of his foldiers in 
Afferent place$, and the gfoan^ of dying men in the very 
fcehtre of hfe army ; but as he could not, for the thick- 
jaefs of the fog, perceive whence the mifchief came, he 
exhorted his Jbldiers (who, in their diftrefe, were im- 
ploring the affiftance of the gods) not to depend, on idle 
prayers, but on their irms e . 

The confufion of the Romans was ihexprefEble. Eveiy 
tme endeavoured to Ihift for himfelf, but was flopped 
either by his fellow- foldierS, who were flying as well as 
himfelf, or by the enemy, who furrounded them- on all 
fides. The Romans, finding themfelves enclofed in fuch 
a manner between the lake and the mountains, that there 
was no pofflbility of efcaping, fought in defpair : fuel* 
was their eagernefs and fury, that they were not fenfible 
of an earthquake, tfrhich overturned many cities in Italy, 
The flaughter continued three hours without intermiffion. 
At length oiie Ducarius, an tnfubriah in the Carthagi- 
nian army, knowing Flaniiniiis, whom he had formerly 
feen laying wafte his country with' fire and fword f cried 
Gut, u There is the conful, who did fo much mifchief to 
our fields and cities ; I will make him a vi&im to appeafe 
ihe manes of my countrymen." At thefe wordsj he 
rt)de forward, broke through the Romans who guarded 
their general, and (truck his lance through his body* 
JFHtminius fell down dead, and' the Gaul was preparing to 
ftrip him ; but the' triarii covered him with their arms 
and bucklers. The Romans were now intimidated tQ 
fuch a degree* that fome leaped into the Take, and were 
drowned ; dthers attempted tp climb over the mountains: 
a body of fix thoufand opened themfelves a way through 
the narrow pafs,- fword in handj and' efcaped to an emi- 
nence, whence they retired to a iown in Hetruria, and 
there intrenched themfelves. 'Hannibal detached Ma- 
herbal after them with all his cavalry, and a great part 
" of his infantry. The fugitives^ being inverted hi' the vil- 
lage, and deftitu'te of provifidns, furrendered' to Maher- 
bal, who -promifed them their lives and liberties. Han- 
, nibal, however, pretending that Maherbal had not been 
empowered by him to make fuch a promife, loaded' the 
. Romans with ' chains ; but difmiflfed their allies, alluring 
them, that he was come into Italy to deliver them from 
the tyrannical yoke of Rome, and reftore them that li- 
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fceiiy which their fathers had enjoyed. By this artfuj 
condu£t hehoped to draw over to hifc fide the friends and 
«llie& of Rome d . 

• After this vi&ory, the conqueror ordered the dead tp 
he . numbered ; ajid found that hfe had loft but fifteen 
hundred men ; whereas the Romans bad loft as many 
thoufands upon the fpot. The number of prifoners taken 
hy Hannibal amounted, according to Plutarch, to ten 
thoufand ; according to Polybius, to fifteen thoufand ; 
but Lhry and Valerius Maximus tell Us, that fix thoufand 
only were made captives. About ten thoufand Romans, 
jsioft of them wounded, made their efcape, and took 
the read to Rome, where few of them arrived, the reft 
dying of their wounds before they reached the capital. 
When news were brought to Rome of this great over- 
throw, the pra&torPomponius, knowing it £OuId not be 
long concealed, mounted the roftra. about fun-fet, and to 
a numerous affembly, (even the *womftl crowding to it, 
contrary to cuftom) pronounced the following words : v 
** We are overcome ;" which ftruck all with fuch terror, Rome in 
that Jbme who were prefent, and had been in the battle, theutmofi s 

' found the effe£ of thte defeat greater at Rome than it had co *ft*™*~ 
been in the field, The deje&ionof the citizens was inex- tt0ttm 
preffible. They battened in crowds to the gates of the city, 
to wait for thofe who had efcaped the daughter, and to 
learn the particulars of the a&ion* Two mothers were 
fo tranfported with joy, one at the gate of the city, when 
flie faw her fon unexpe&edly appear, the other at home, 
where (he found her fon, whom (he had given up for loft f 
that they both expired on the fpot e . In this general con- 
fternation, the fenators alone preferved their equanimity. 
The praetor kept them fitting three days; but, before 
they came to any refolution, news were brought of a fe- 
cohd defeat. The' conful Servilius, having heard at Ari- Attack* 
mimim, that his colleague had refolved to give battle, men t of 
had detached- four thoufand horfe to his affiftance, under Roman 
the command of the propraetor Centenius ; but Hannibal, horfe cut 
hearing of this reinforcement immediately after the ac- *"/!£"£ 
tion, fent out Adherbal with all his cavalry, and a body 
of infantry; who meeting with the Roman horfe, killed 
two thoufand of therrt, and obliged the reft to take fane- 
tuary on a neighbouring hill, where they were invefted, 
and the nfext day forced to furrender f . 

d Polyb. ubi fupra. Liv. ibid. * Liv, ibid. cap. 7. f Polyb* 
4^id, $«p. 236, & Liv, ibid. cap. 8. 
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The fenate, judging that the republic wanted an abfo* 
Jute governor, without waiting for a nomination from the 
furviving conful, of their own authority named a di&a* 
.tor ; but, from regard to the ancient cuftom, they gave 
him only the title of Piodi&ator. The perfon chofen was 
fabius Maximus, furnamed Verrucofus, a man as cool 
and cautious in hie conduct as Sempronius and Flaqii- 
nius had been warm and' impetuous* The people did not 
fufFer him, as was cuftomary for dictators, to name hid 
general of the hprfe, but by their own authority pitched 
upon M. Minuciu$ Rufus, a great favourite of the people^ 
and a zealous partifan of the plebeian party *, . The new 
dictator began the functions of his office, by command- 
ing the decemviri to confult the Sibylline books, in order 
to learn from thofe myfteripus oracles the caufes of the 
prefect calamities. The decemviri reported* that the 
misfortunes of the republic were caving to the non-per- 
formance of a vow made by Aulas Cornelius, to facrifice 
to Mars all the pigs, lambs, kids, and calves, that Ihouid 
be brought forth, from the firft of March, to the firft of 
May. This is, what the ancients called ver facrum b . 
This vow being renewed, and feverai others made, the 
dictator took the field at the head of the army Servilias 
bad commanded, to which he added two legions, appoint-? 
ing the city of Tibur for the place of rendezvous. From 
thence he fent orders to the country-people to burn their 
houfes, and retire with all their effefts into places of 
fafety. Having taken this precaution, he fet out on his 
march, to meet Hannibal, not with a d£(ign to engage 
him, but to watch his motions, and cut off his provi~ 
(ions. 

Accordingly he attended him through Umbria and Pi- 
cenum, into the territory of Adria, and then through the 
countries of the Marrucini, and Frentani, into Apulia. 
When the enemy marched, he followed them ; when 
they encamped, he halted likewife ; but generally on 
eminences, and at fome diftance from their camp, watch- 
ing, their motions, cutting off ftragglers, and keeping 
them in continual alarm. This cautious way of proceeds 
ing, which gained him the furname of Cun&ator, greatly 
diitrefled the enemy j but at the fame raifed murmurs in 
the army. Minutius* who was a favourite of the peo- 
ple, and ambitious of the chief command, made no fcru-i 
pie to accufe the dictator of cowardice ; hut neither the 
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invectives of Minutius, nor the devaftations which Hait- 
xlibal committed in the countries of the allies of Rome, 
could induce Fabius to alter his meafures. He ftill con- 
tinued following the Carthaginian army, without hazard- 
ing a battle, and was never above one, or, at the molt, 
two leagues from their quarters. Hannibal, convinced 
that the meafures Fabius had taken muft utterly ruin the 
Carthaginian army, did all that lay in his power to bring 
him to a battle. He ravaged Samnium, plundered the 
territory of Beneventum, a Roman colony, and laid fiege 
to Telefia, a city at the foot of the Apennines. Finding 
that neither the ravaging of the country, nor even the 
taking of fome cities, could make Fabius quit his emin- 
ences, he refolved to make ufe of a ftronger bait, which 
was to enter Campania, the fined country in Italy, and 
lay it wafte under the dictator's eyes, hoping by thefe 
means to bring him to an action. He ordered his guides, 
who were three Campanian horfemen in his army, to lead 
him to the territory of Cafmum ; but, as he fpoke Latin 
very indifferently, he pronounced the word Cafinum in 
fucn a manner, that the guides understood Cafilinum, 
and led his troops into narrow pafles, which divide jSam- 
nium from Campania, at a fmall diftance from Cafilinum. 
He had no fooner entered the ftreights, than Fabius, who 
watched all his motions, attacked his rear, put it into 
diforder, and killed about eight hundred of his men, 
Hannibal, thinking himfelf betrayed by his guides, or- 
dered them all to be crucified ! . 

The ravages he committed in Campania raifed fuch 
complaints in the Roman army againft the dictator, that 
he pretended to be as impatient of coming to a battle as 
Minutius ; and accordingly marched after Hannibal with 
more expedition than ufual ; but, at the fame time, 
avoided an engagement, under various pretences. He be- 
held, from the top of Mount Mafficus, the Carthaginians 
laying wafte the fruitful plains of Falernum, without flir- 
ting from his pofl. At this inactivity both officers and 
foldiers began to mutiny, and hearken with pleafure to 
the inve&ives of Minutius. " We have indeed," faid 
the general of the horfe, €< a noble leader ! for fear of 
endangering our livds, he hides us in the clouds/' When 
thefe and fuch-like farcafms were repbrted to Fabius, he 
only replied, that he mould be more cowardly than they 
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fnppofed him, if, through fear of idle railleries, he neg«* 
le&ed to follow the di&ates of his reafon •, and continued 
the fame condtift, notwithstanding he underftood, that 
his precaution and delays were blamed even at Rome. 
Hannibal, perceiving he could not bring the di£tator to a 
battle, refolved to quit Campania, which he found abound- 
ing more with fruit and wine than with corn, and to 
return into Samnium, through the pafs called Eribanus. 
Fabius concluding from his march, that this was his de- 
sign, got the ftart of hirri, and encamped on Mount Cal- 
licula, which commanded the pafs, after having placed 
feveral bodies in all the avenues. 

' Hannibal was for fome time at a lofs how to proceed} 
but at laft contrived the following ftratagem, which Fa- 
bius could not forefee, nor guard againft. Being encamp* 
ed at the foot of Mount Callicula, he ordered Afdrubal 
to pick out of the cattle, taken in the country, two thou- 
fand of the ftrohgeft and nimbleft oxen, to tie faggots to 
their horns, and to have them and the herdfmen ready 
without the camp. After fupper, when all was quiet, 
the cattle were brought to the Kill, where Fabitis had 
placed fome'Roman parties in ambufti. to (top up the pafs. 
Upon a fignal given, the faggots on the horns of the oxen 
were fet on fire ; and the herdfmen, fupported by fome 
battalions armed with fmall javelins, drove them on 
quietly. The Romans, feeing the light of the fires, 
imagined that the Carthaginians were marching by torch- 
light. However, Fabius kept clofe in his camp, depend* 
ing on the troops he had placed in arnbufcade \ but when 
the oxen, feeling the fire on their heads, began to run up 
and down the hills, the^iomans in ambufli, thinking 
themfelves furrounded on ail fides, abandoned their pofts, 
and returned to their camp. Then Hannibal entered the 
pafs ; and, getting fafe through with his a/my and bag- 
gage, gained the plain before day-light, and encamped 
near Allifae, on the confines of Samnium and Campania. 
Fabius, though rallied by his foldiers for having been 
thus over-reached by the Carthaginian, ftill purfued the 
fame meafures,. marched direflly after Hannibal, and en- 
camped on the eminences near Allifae k . 

From thence he followed him into Apulia, intercept- 
ing many of his ftragglers and convoys ; but when he 
came to Larinum, in the country of the Frentani, he re- 
ceived a letter from the fenate, recalling him to Rome, 
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on pretence of a folemn facrifice^ ^hich requited his Fabius re- 
frefence ; and then the virtue of this great man was put **U'd *• 
to a fevere trial. N6t only the multitude, but even the Rome r . 
fenatbrs, had imbibed prejudices againft him. As Han- 
nibal had artfully fpared his lands in the general devafta- 
tion, they began to fufpe£k him' of holding a fecret cor- 
refpondence with the enemy. Of this groundlefs fufpi- 
cion they gave a proof, by refufing to fend him a fum 
of money for the redemption of two hundred and forty- 
feven captives, whom Hannibal had releafed, purfuant tp 
an' agreement between him and the di&ator concerning 
the exchange of prifoners : but this ingratitude of the 
fenate ferved only to heighten the luftret&f his virtue $ 
for, ad he was a religious bbferver of his word, he ordered 
ins fori to fell his lands ; and, with the money, paid the 
fum ftipiilated K 

The diftator, upon his leaving the army, commanded 
mVgeneral of the horfe not to hazard a battle during his In hisab- 
abfence ; but Minutius, without regarding his orders, im- f enc f *W- 
mediately fent out ftrong parties to attack the Carthagi- nut } u * 
nian foragers ; and in two bloody fkirmifties, cut many of c ma u^ m . 
them in pieces, and took from them all their booty. The vantages 
news of this fuccefs reaching Rome before the di&ator, over the 
he found, on his arrival, both the fenate and people pre- ***"*?• 
poffeffed againft him, and in favour of his general of the 
horfe.' Metilius, a tribune of the people, made an ha- 
rangue to the multitude in the prefence of Fabius, full of 
-accufations againft. him ; but the di&ator, thinking it be- 
neath him to make an apology, addrefled himfelf to the 
aflembly in the following words : " Fabius cannot be 
fufpe£ted by his country ." Then with an air of grandeur 
and intrepidity, u Romans (faid he), let us make hade to 
finifh the religious ceremonies, which detain me from re- 
turning to the army. I have a refra&ory man to chaftife, 
and a breach of military difcipline to punifh. I forbad 
Minutius to give battle ; but he has difobeyed my orders, 
and I muft make an example of him." The friends of 
Minutius, ftruck dumb by this declaration, began ro con- 
fult how they could fcreen him from the feverity of a 
magiftrate inverted with an uncontroulable power. Me- 
tilius advifed the people to give the general of the horfe an 
equal authority with the dictator. Terentius Varro was , 
the only tribune whom Metilius could prevail upon to fe- 
cond his motion. He was the fon of a Wtcher, and had 
followed his father's profeffion in his youth; but had 
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lor taken that mean calling,' and, by the favour of the pco^ 
pie, obtained firfl the praetorfliip, and afterwards the 
tribunefhip. Now he afpired to the confulate ; and 
therefore, feeing the people greatly inclined to favour Mi- 
nutius, he did not fcruple to promote his fortune at the 
expence of his honour. He feconded Metilius, and got 
the law panned, eftablifliing, by an unheard-of innova- 
tion, an equality between the dictator and his general of 
the horfe ; the ienate being mean-fpirited enough to con- 
firm this abfurd law. Fabius, having affifted at the fa- 
crifice to which he had been called, and prefided at the 
ele&ion of aj^w confu), who was Attilius Regulus, in 
the room of rauninius, had left Rome before the decree 
was confirmed by the fenate, but was overtaken on the 
road by a meflenger, enjoining him, in the name of the 
Roman people and fenate, to give his general of the 
horfe an equal (hare of the command m . 

When he arrived at the camp, Minutius propofed, that 
each mould take his turn in the command of the whole 
army for a day, or a week ; but Fabius chofe to divide the 
army, and to command his (hare feparately, hoping by 
that partition to fave at lead a part of the Roman forces. 
The army being divided, the two generals did not remove • 
far from each other, but encamped at a due diftance, Fa- 
bius on the hill, and Minutius a little below him, almoft 
in the plain. Hannibal polled himfelf oppofite the latter, 
and food brought him to an engagement, in which, by 
the mafterly {kill of the Carthaginian in laying ambufhes, 
he was furrounded on every fide, and would have been cut 
off with all his troops, had not Fabius, facrificing his pri- 
vate refentment to the welfare of his country, haftened to 
his relief. That brave Roman, moved with compaffion 
at the fight of the flaughter that was made of his country- 
men, rulhed down like a torrent from his hills, fell upon' 
the enemy where Minutius was mod prefied, cut all in 
pieces who oppofed him, and put the reft into the utmoft 
confufion. Then Minutius's troops rallying, the two ar- 
mies united, and advanced in good order to renew the 
fight ; but Hannibal founded a retreat, and retired to his 
camp. He was heard to fay, as he marched back, ** I 
have always forefeen, that the cloud which appeared fo 
conftantly on the mountains, would, fome time or other» 
break out into a ftorm, and difcharge itfelf upon our 
heads." After the a&ion, Minutius and Fabius returned 
to their refpe&ive camps. The latter did not drop a word 
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^vhich favoured of oftcntationjor of contempt for his col? 
league; and Minutius did juftice both to himfelfandto 
Fabius. Having affembled his troops, he told them, be 
had learned by experience, that he was not born to com* 
xnand \ but that obedience ought to be his province ; and 
that he was therefore refolved tp return to the ftatiori 
which he had prefumptuoufly left. " Come then, dear 
fellow-foldiers, (faid he), let us go and offer our fervices 
to the diftator, and put ourfelves again wholly under his 
conduft. Let him command alone, fince he alone is fit 
to be the foul of fo great a body. I will call him father % 



and you ought to give his foldiers, who delivered you, the 
title of patrons. It will be a greater glory^or us to havp 
conquered ourfelves, than to have conquerafttannibal n ." 
Having thus fpoken, he immediately marched with his 
legions to the dictator's camp, prefented him(elf beforfe 
him, made his acknowlegements, and refigned the au- Minutiut 
tfoority with which he had been entrufted. He declared, tifignshis 
that he fhould think himfelf happy, if the didator wbul& Jf?^* 
only continue him in his office of general of the horfe \ ' 

and begged that none of his officers might be degraded, 
iince his raflinefs alone had brought diflionour upon them. 
Fabius tenderly embraced him; granted what he afked; 
and the day, which began with fo much terror, ended 
with universal joy in the camp. The fix months of thg ' _ 
di&atorfhip being foon after expired, Fabius returned to 
Rome, after having refigned the Command of the army 
to the confuls Servilius and Attilius, who, imitating the~ 
condu& of Fabius, watched from the eminences the ene- 
my's motions, without giving Hannibal, for the remainder 
of their year, an opportunity of attacking them °. 

During thefe tranfaftions in Italy, Cneius Scipio made Sfaft of 
a furprifing 4 progrefs in Spain. All the nations between ^affaift i* 
the Iberus and the Pyrenees (ubmitted to him, and put s P ain *> 
him in pofleffion of a hundred cities. The Celtiberians 
entered into an allance with him, and, engaging Afdru* 
bal, defeated him in two pitched battles, killed five thoU- 
fand of his men, and took four thoufand prifoners. This 
was the ftate of the Roman affairs in Spain, when P. Sci- 
" pio, the brother of Cneius, arrived in that country with 
. the charafter of proconful, with eight thoufand Roman 
• troops. With this additional ftrength the two brothers 
pafied the Iberus, and, penetrating into the heart of the 
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Carthaginian provinces, marched towards Sagtfftttittty 
which Hann$al had rebuilt before he left Spain, and fe- 
cared with a ftrong garrifon, tinder the command. <rf 
Bbftar, a' Carthaginian, • having' placed' tn it all the yptmg 
^noblemen, whom he had obliged their parents to put iota 
his hands, as: pledges of their fidelity. As thefe hoftages 
prevented* the" Spamfh lords from revolting to' the Romans,, 
the two'Scipios marched to Sagun turn, in order to fet 
them free. Their defign "was executed by one-Abelox, a 
iSpanSfh officerTnthe garrifon, **who having an inclination 
>> *o go over' to the 1 Romans, perfuade'd Boftar, that it would 
W for did Carthaginian mterett to oblige the Spanifli no~ 
Itf emen by al^kafe of their children, urging, that, if the * 
Roman^flioufa take the place, and reftore them to their 
parents, many * nations would declare ' for them. * He 
Offered to* conduEfc the'hdftages to their refpeftive coun- 
Tfrfea ; J *b(rf the* intonfiderate Carthaginian had no fooner 
given' his confent to 'this motion, than Abelox, repair- 
ing in the night'to the Roman camp, acquainted the pro- 
conful with whathe* had done ; and it was 4 agreed between 
them, that! thdfollowing night a detachment of Romans 
fliould 1 lie m ambirfhj'aridfurprife the yoHfcfes and their 
♦feader. The projedt was happily executed ^arid <Scipio, 
; By fendirtg the 1 hbftagesto their parents', fecure^d fuich l an 
^frrteriMl in the country,, that he was'ffoonger there than 
* the Carthaginians p. 

'The time for a new ele&ioa drawing near, one of^he 

*£Orrftils named' a di&atot to prefide in the eomttia, it nbtf 

being ftife for either of them to leave the k army, The 

perfbn named was L. Veturius Philo^but the augurs 

finding fome defe& in- his* nomination, 4i« was forced to 

Cftretr- 'abdicate, and give place to an interregnum ; when'Teren-' 

^ijw? tius' Varro was thofen to the confulate* hi oppofoion to- 

AmUhis' ! theiitmoft effbrts' of the body of the nobilhy. The eol- 

Paulus league given him was iEmiliua- Pahlus, an enemy* to : tbe 

confult. pfebeians,as Varro was to thepatricians. ServiHus arid 

AttHius were continued, m quality of proconfuls, at the 

head df the armies, but with orders to a& undeWhedi- 

reftion of the new confuls. 'That Terendus, who* was* a 

great favourite of the people, might have the -gflbryef 

Eight legi- conquering Hannibal, eight legiona. were raifed, ceriSft- 

*Z 5 ™Hl d 'ing , each of : five- thoufand foot, and three hundred -fcdtfe; 

"*" % arid the allieS'were' ordered to fumiib the' reptifelic- with 

♦double their contingents both of horfe and foot* The 
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^winter* being employed in tbcfe preparations, tne <Jori(uls 
took the field eafly in the fpring, and, arriving at the camp, 
found affairs in a good Condition, Servilius and Attjlius 
having avoided a general a£tion, and in fome fkirmifhes 
gained con fider able advantages. Hanmbal, foon after the N 
arrival of the new confuls, whofe arrriy confifted in all of 
eightyrfeven thoufand men, being in want of provifions, 
refolved to. leave Samnium, and penetrate into the heart 
of Apulia; 

Accordingly he decamped ill the night ; and) by leav- Hannibal 
tng fires-burning, and tents ftanding, in his camp, made decamps im 
the .Romans believe for fome time, that his retreat was order to 
only feigned. When the truth was difcove^d, tdEmi'lius '£'' "*** 
■was agiinft purfuing him * but Terentius, contrary to the 
opinion .of ail the officers in the army, except the pro^ 
conful "Servilius, was obftiiiately bent on following the 
enemy* whom he overtook at Cannfc, till this time an 
©bfcure city in Apulia. It flood on the banks of the Au- 
fidus, in a vaft plain, five miles from Canufium, and fix 
from the Adriatic fea. Here Hannibal halted, not only 
becaufe he found a magazine .of corn in the place, but 
becaufe.he thought the open country about it very proper 
for.a. battle, there being room enough for* his horfe td 
?£t;and the main ftrength of his army confifted in his " 
cavalry; The confuls being divided ih opinion, courier the confuli 
after courier was fent tb Rome, and even j£milius went divided in 
ihither himfelf to receive the orders of the fen ate, who tk f tr ty- 
judged it neceffary to fight the enemy, but advifed Te- 
rentius to avoid an action for fome time. Mean while, 
Hannibal took poft on the banks of the river, and difpofed #***#** 
all things as if he were juft going to battle. His troops £at^/ " 
had the fun behind them at noon \ fo that the Romans tageoujhk 
xnight he expofed not only to the inconvenience of too 
great a light, but to that of.great clouds of duft, which 
<the fouth-weft wind v that blows almoft every day in Apu- 
lia, would drive into their faces. 

The cbnfuls weie no fooner withm reach of Cannae, New dif. 
than a difpute arofe between them. ^Emilius was for en- W'**"** 
camping on the eminences, where the enemy's cavalry, the^confuls* 
wiich.was far fuperior to theirs, could hot aft 5 and ac- .' 

cordingly, when it was his turn to command, he pitched 
his camp among the hills; but Terentius next day ad- 
vanced into the plain, and brought the army into fuch a 
fituation* that iEmjlius could not retire, without expofing 
' ibe, army, to, great danger* He .therefore fortified two 
camps, the greater on the weft fide of the xiver, and th* 
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lefler on the caft, and opened a comrhunication between 
them by a bridge. There was no longer the leaft har- 
mony between the confuls j they had quite different max- 
irns, and purfued oppofite rneafures, each fucceeding day 
deftroying the projects of the preceding *. Hannibal, 
perceiving that the Romans could not long avoid a ge-, 
neral aftion, harangued his troops, drew them up in bat- 
talia, and defied the enemy. ^Emilius, whofe day it was 
to command, knowing that Hannibal would be foon 
obliged to decamp for want of provifions, defpifed his 
bravadoes, and kept clofe in his entrenchments ; but next 
morning, by break of day, Terentiiis, whofe turn it was 
to give orders, marched into the great plain, where the* 
little camp was pitched, and drew up his forces after the 
ufual manner, tfie haftati in the firft line, the principesm 
the fecond, and the triarii in the third. The cavalry were 
ported on the wings. In the right the Roman bights 
flanked the legionaries •, in the left the cavalry of the aHies 
covered their own infantry. The two confuls command- 
ed the two wings, ^Emilias in the right, and Terentius 
in the left *, and the two proconfuls, Servilius and Atti- 
lius, directed the main body. Hannibal, whofe army 
confided of forty thoufand foot, and ten thoufand horfe, 
placed his Gaulifli and Spanifli cavalry in his left wing, 
to face the Roman knights, and polled the Numidian 
horfe in his right, to oppofe the cavalry of the allies of 
Rome. He divided the African battalions into two bodies, 
one of which he pofted near the Gaulifh and Spanifli 
horfe, the other near the Numidian cavalry. Between 
thefe two' bodies were placed, on one fide the Gaulifli* 
on the other the Spanifli infantry, drawn up in fuch a 
manner, as to form a kind of obtufe angle, projecting a 
confiderable way beyond the two wings. Behind this firft 
line he formed a fecond, which had no projection* M' 
driibal commanded the left wing, Maherbal the right, 
and Hannibal, with his brother Mago, conduced the 
main body r . 
The armies The attack was begun with the light-armed infantry; the 
engage. Romans difcharged their javelins, and the Baleares their 
{tones, with equal fuccefs ; neverthelefs the conful £* 
milius was wounded. Then the Roman, cavalry in the 
,right wing advanced againft the Gaulifli and Spanifli 
horfe in Hannibal's left wing. As they were fliut in ty 
the river on one, fide, and their infantry, on the other, they 
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did not fight, as ufual, by charging and wheeling otF 9 
and then returning to the cnarge 5 but continued fighting 
each man againft his adverfary, till one of them was killed, 
or retired. After they had made inconceivable efforts on 
both fides to unhorfe each other, they on a fudden dis- 
mounted, and fought on foot, man to man, with incre- 
dible fury. This attack was fhort but bloody ; the Gauls 
and Spaniards prevailed ; put the Romans to the rout; 
and, purfuing them along the river, ftrewed the ground 
with their dead bodies, Afdrubal giving no quarter. This 
a&ion was fcarce over, when the infantry advanced on 
both fides. The Romans firft attacked the Spaniards and 
Gauls, who, as we have obferved above, formed a kind 
of triangle, projefting beyond the two wings. Thefe 

Save ground, and, purfuant to HannibaFs direfiions, fell 
ack into the fpace in their rear ; by which means they in- 
fenfibly brought the Romanfe, who followed them with more 
ardour than caution, into the entre of the African in- 
fantry, and then rallying, attacked them in front, while 
the Africans charged them on both their flanks. The Ro- 
mans being, by this artful retreat, drawn into the mare, 
and furrounded, no longer kept their ranks, but formed 
feveral platoons, in ordeV to face every way. 

jEmilius, who was in the right wing, feeing the danger 
of the main body, put himfelf at the head of the legion- 
aries, who were his only hope, after the defeat of the 
cavalry, and a&ed the part both of a foldier and general, 
and penetrated into the very centre of the enemy's batta- 
lions. All the Roman cavalry that was left, fuftained the 
brave conful on foot, and encouraged by his example, 
fought like men in defpair ; but in the mean time Afdru- 
bal, at the head of a detachment of Gaulifh and Spanifii 
infantry drawn from the centre, attacked the fatigued le- 
gionaries with fuch fury, that they were forced to give 
ground. JErnilius, covered with wounds and blood, was 
too weak to reach the camp. Being deferted by his men, 
he fat down on a ftone, and in that condition was found 
by one Lentulus, a tribune, in his retteat. This officer, 
knowing the conful, immediately difmounted, and offered 
him his horfe ; but ^Emilius replied with a faint voicb, 
" I have lived long enough, dear Lentulus $ fly, and let 
me die. Take care to give the fenate timely notice of our 
misfortunes, that they may guard and fortify Rome j an<} 
tell Fabius, that I have followed the advice he gave me at 
our parting, to the very laft." Then Lentulus retired, 
and the enemy*! cavalry, who purfued the Romans, com- 
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llehktU -frig tip, killed' the conful wiQiout k-ho^lng* who hd wa>, 
Ud\ Thus fell one of the bravefV corifuls, and- Beft citizens^ 

that Romfe had ever produced *, 

Yr. of Fl. In the main body, the Romans, thouglv furrbijnded oh 

• 2145. all fides, continued to fight in platoons', arid' made a great 

Ante Cbr. daughter of the enemy : butbefirigat length* over-pdWer- 

tJ" C* 3 '**: ■ e ^» an( * dilheartened by the lefs of the t?wo proconftrfs 

•' ' ^ *' Servilius and Attiliiis, who Headed themV they difperfed 

end the Ro- aHd fled j afndthe Numiti&n hoffe,- more" fit Bra purfuft 

. mansde- tlidn a' pitched" battle,- cut'moft of trieni' in pfi£tes. The 

fcatedwith w h l<* plain was covered' with dead bodies ? infomuch 

daughter. ^ at Cannibal ordered his riien tb defift. As for Tereri- 

'" ' tius Varro,- the author of all thefe misfofhiries, after riie 

Numidians had' put the wirigf ftfe commanded- into confti- 

fidn, he, without attempting to rally his men. fled tqVd-r 

ritifla with only fev<£rity horfe. In thfe Moody aftibn at 

lfcalt forty-five rVoUland Romans wefe left deatl' upfcn thfe 

(\iotf; including one coriful, two proconfufe, tw6 rrfiiitaiy 

qua*ftors, tkventy-nin£ legionary tribunes, arid fo&rfcore 

fcnators or magiftratfes wild had a right of voting in the 

fenate. Among -the reft, Minutius was killed',' wht) had 

been general of the hbrfe under Fabius. About feven* 

teen thoufand' of .the right \0irig had fled tti the two 

tamps, ten thoufand to the great camp; arid feveri thou* 

fand to t'fte othfer. The former liavirig loft their officers', 

•;•■ ■ and expe&ing to be inverted next day, invited tfhe latter to 

join t'heriV, that they might march away together in tSfel 

flight, and take refuge in GanufiuVn, a ftrbng city'nft 

far off. It was with flie utmoft diflicii'rVy that Seifr- 

£rottiu$ Tudrtanus, a legroAary tribunbj- cbtiM prevail 

•tfpbrr any of thofe in thfe little camp to agree to' his propo* 

fWl, they being afraidy left the enemy Vfiould intercept' 

theft* in paflirig from one camp to the bfrier : however, 

tire b^aveft of them drew up into a curietis/ tSat is, Hx 

thfc form of a wedge, marched olrt in. good ordfer, and 

SYri'ved fafe at the great camp, where flitf jfeined tfcejr 

fellow-foldiers, marched away before dafy^breatj ais4 

reached Canufi'um in faftty l . 

In the CaVthaginian camp the night wasffpirit' in ftaft- 
ftigs arid rejoicings. Hannibal had rfcver gfcrnid a iftort 
complete or more feafonable viftory. As {oori- as* the day 
returned, he beheld, with infinite fafcjdaiEHoft,' the whore 
ftain tdver'ed with Romans, whp had fefeefi SiSit itt tfife 

* Po[yb. fib. ill. cap. 43— 5* J-iv.. Jib. xxiu pap» 4^ 4fc PM. 
in Fab. Appftn. de JfelT. Hannit'. jVj— 3^8. |-.« fir. ibid. 
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^ftian, while, in furveying the field of battle* Tie found* 
that his lofs amounted to no more than four tfroufand*. 
Gauls, fifteen hundred Africans and Spaniards, and about^ 
two hundred horfe. He took, in the a&ion and. in the, 
purfuit, ten thoufand prifeners. Such a number of. 
knights are faid to have been found dead on the field, that 
three bufhels of their rings were fent to Carthage. Im- j 
mediately after the vi&ory, Maherbal preffed Hannibal to 
march dire&ly to Rome, and befiege that capital $ but he 
reje&ing that advice, Maherbal took the liberty to tell 
feim, that he knew how to conquer, but knew, not how, 
to ufe and improve his vi&ories u . Hannibal continued" 
oji the field of battle, allowing the foldiers to drip the 
.dead, and gather up the booty, which the Romans had 
left on the plain. On this occafiori the Carthaginians, 
among other mocking obje&s, found a Numidian yet 
alive, lying under jrhe dead body of a Roman, who had 
thrown himfelf headlong on his enemy, and beat him- 
down ; but being no longer able to make ufe of his wea* 
pons, becaufe he had loft bis hands, £ad torn off the nofe 
and ears of the Numidian with his teeth, and. in that fit 
of rage expired w . 

The Carthaginians, having ftript the dead bodies of the Th$ fee* 
unhappy Romans, their vi&oriou& general inveifted the ****** 
two camps, which he eafily made himfelf mafter of, there € f?** 
being none in them bift wounded men, or thofe who had 
- not courage to retire with their companions to Canufium. 
They all furrendered upon condition of paying ranfom, . 
^nd were allowed to march out with their cloaths, hut 
without arms. 

Among thofe Romans who had fled to Canufium, were 
four legionary tribunes ; and of thefe the foldiers chofe 
two to be their chief commanders, namely, Appius Clau- 
dius Pulcher, and young Scipio, the fon of the proconful 
in Spain, who was at this time but eighteen year? of agf. 
While Scipio was deliberating with his cplUague wh^t 
sneafures to take, notice was given him, that the young Adangit^ 
oohility among the troops were,affemhled in ahoufc^oon- 9US€OI *fP^ 
triving bow to leave Italy,, and retire to fome of thofe +"%;£ 
kings who were friends to Rome, which they gave up feu* 
loft. Upon this intimation the youpg tribune, filled with 
seal, took with him a band of foldiers, furprifed the 
.sowardfc and, with hi* fwqrd drawn, came up to Cspcj- 
Jius Metellus, the author of this pernicious defign, whom 

• Liv. lib. xxii. cap. $r. * Idem ibid* 
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Jie iddreffed thus : " I call the great Jupiter to witneft, 
that I will never depart my country, nor will J fuffer any 
man to do it. This I folemnly fwear 5 and do you, Gae- 
cilius, either take the fame oath, or die" The fear of 
death made them all take the fame oath ; and then Scipio 
ifecured them with a ftrong guard*. Thus this young 
Roman, whom we (hall afterwards fee honoured with the 
glorious furname of Africanus, fignalized his zeal for the 
public welfare on his firft entering upon public life. The 
conful Terentius, fince his arrival at Venufia, had been 
joined by five thoufand of the fugitives. With thefe 
troops he marched to Canufium, as foon as he heard that 
there were fix thoufand more in that place, and joined 
his own to them j fo that the whole had now the appear- 
ance of a conful ar army ^. 

In the mean time it was reported at Rome, that both 
confuls were killed ; and that, of eighty-feven thoufand 
inen there was fcarce one left alive. Never was the city 
Great an* filled with more terror. All the Roman conftancy waft 
ftemation necefiary to prevent the fatal confequences of fo (hocking 
at Rome. a calamity ; for want of confuls the praetors affembled the 
fenators, who could hardly give their opinions, being 
Every moment interrupted by the cries of the people, and 
the fhrieks of the women, who lamented the lofs of their 
hufband's, children, or fathers. As the conduct of Fabius 
was now fully juftified by the defeat of Terentius, bis 
Mtafuns counfel was liftened to and followed. He advifed them 
taken after to fend to the Appiah and Latin Ways, horferhen well 
the defeat mounted, to learn from the fugitives the ftate of affairs; 
at Conn** w hat was become of the confuls ; to what place the re- 
mains of the army had retired ; where Hannibal was en- 
camped ; what he was doing ; and what he defigned to 
"do : that the women mould, by decree ? be forbidden to 
appear in public, and difturb the city with their outcries 
and lamentations : that, when any courier arrived, he 
ftiould be brought privately, and without any noife, to 
, the praetors : and that no perfon ihould be furTered to go 
put of the city, left it it mould be deferted. This advice 
was applauded ; the crouds that filled the ftreets were 
difperfed $ and each fenator undertook to keep every thing 
quiet in his own neighbourhood *. Such was the fitua- 
jaon of affairs, when a courier arrived from Terentius 
^vith letters, importing that the Roman army had been 

* Liv. lib. xxii, cap. 53* x Idem ibid. cap* 54* * Idem, 
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defeated; ttiitiEmilius was flain; that Terentius was atCa* 
pufium, employed in affembling the remains of the troops; 
that about ten thoufand men of different corps had joined 
him, moft'of them without officers; that Hannibal was 
ftrli encamped at Cannap, and bufy in fixing the ranfoms, 
*f the prifonera he had taken.* At the fame time a yeffel 
|L arrived froni Sicily with letters from the praetor Otacilius, 

acquainting the fenate, that a Carthaginian fquadron was 
ravaging the coaft of Syracufe, and waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to make a defcent. The confeript fathers, in the 
midft of thefe perplexities, behaved with incredible con- 
ftancy, and, affembling daily, made the neceffary pre- 
parations for the defence both of Italy and Sicily*. 

Marcellus, a hero already honoured with an extraordi- 
nary triumph, for having defeated the Gauls, and killed 
their king in fingle combat, had been appointed praetor 
of Sicily, and was now employed in equipping a fleet at 
Oftia. But the fenate ordered him from thence into 
Apulia, to take the command of the army at Canufium, 
in the room pf Varro, who was recalled. Marcellus, pur- 
fuant to.his orders, fet out immediately for Rome, and 
from thence repaired to Canufium, where he found a 
body of about fourteen thoufand men. Upon his arrival 
Varro left Canufium, and returned to Rome (R). 

As the prefent fituation of affairs required an abfolute 
inagiftrate, the fenators, of their own authority, appoint- 
ed M. Junius Pera, who had borne the offices of praetor, 
cenfor, and conful, to be dictator ; and he chofe Tib. 
gempronius Gracchus for his general of the horfe. Ju- 
nius made it his whole bufinefs to put the army in a con- 
dition to oppofe the victorious enemy. All the young 
Romans, above feventeen years of age, were obliged to 
pnlift themfelves; as were alfo thofe who had already 
ferved their legal time. By thefe means four legions, 

* Liv. lib. xxii. cap. 56. 
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(R) It is almoft incredible, 
that the author of fo many, 
both public and private ca- 
lamities, (hould be received 
with refpeft either by the 
fenate or people. All the fe- 
nators in a body, attended with 
crouds of people, went out to 

(1} Plut. in Fab. Lif« l)b. xxii. cap. 61, 
}|bt 4i ? cap, ^. "*..■ 



meet him, and thank him for 
'* not having defpaired of the 
republic ( 1 ). The fenate and 
people offered him the di&ator- 
fhip, which he refufed, and, by 
his modeft refufal, wiped off, 
in Come meafure, the fhame 
of his former behaviour (2). 
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and ten thoufand horfe, were fboh raifed in the city. 
The allies of Rome, the colonies, and the- municipia, 
Slaves in* futnifhed their contingents, as ufual. % To thefe were 
Ufled'tnthe added, out of the great number of flaves in Rome, eight 
amam thoufand of the youngeft and ftrongeft* The repubiio 
purchafed them of their mailers, but did not oblige then* 
to ferve without their own con fen t\ which they gave, 
when afked, by anfwering, Volo, / am witting ; whence 
they were called volones, to diftinguifh them ' from the 
other corps by a name lefs odious than that of fkves* As 
the Romans, after the lofs of fo mariy battles, had no 
fwords, darts, or bucklers* left in their magazines, the 
volpnes were fupplied with the arms which had been 
formerly taken from the enemy, and hung- up in the pub- 
He porticoes and temples. The finances 1 of' Rome were 
no lefs exhaufted ; but this defeft wae fupplied by the 
liberality of her citizens: The fenators, fcewing the exv 
, ample, were followed' firft by the knights, and/ afterwards ■ 
.]by all the tribes, who, ftripping themfelves of all the gold 
they had, brought it to the public treafury. Afc for the 
filter coin, it was now for the firft- time alloyed with cop* 
per, and the value of it raifed b : 

In the mean time Hannibal, wanting money, gave the 
Roman prifoners leave to redeem themfelves. The ran* 
forh of each borfemen he fixed at five hundred denarii, 
that is, fixteen pounds two fhillings and eleven pence ;. that 
of each fbot-foldier at three hundred, and of each flave 
at one hundred; As for the allies of Rome, notwith- 
ftanding hi3 want of money, he cfifmiffed them, agreeable 
to his former practice, without ranfom; The Soman 
captives agreed to fend ten of tHeir body to negotiate 
their redemption* at Rome; and Hannibal required no 
other fecurity for their return, but their oath. Garthalo 
was font at the head of them 4 to make propefals- of peace 
to the republic, which Hannibal imagined (lie would be 
glad to^purchafe at any rate : but, upon the firft report 
of Garfrhalo's arrival to treat of a pease, the dl&atar fen* 
a lienor to hirn, commanding him forthwith to quit the 
Roman territory. As for the ten deputies, the fenate, 
confidcring them as foreigners fined t&eir captivity,, did 
not fuffer them to enter the city, but met them without 
the walls, to hear what they had to offer in behalf of 
themfelves, and their fellbw-captiyes. After a warm de* 
bate, it was refolved, that no money mould be expended 
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for tfie redemption of thqfe unhappy men, who, it wa§ The R °' 
pretended, had a&ed the part of cowards, in not retiring f * atts "f y f* 
With their fellow-foldiers to 6anufium. The priforier$ their cap* 
being thus left to the mercy of the Carthaginians, he fent tivts* 
the moft confiderable to Carthage, and of the reft made 
gladiators, obliging them to fight with one another, even 
^ relations with relations, for the entertainment of his, K 

troops c . 

At length Hannibal left Cannae, and took his route to- 
wards Compfa, a city of the Hirpini, near the head of / , 
the Aufidus, which furrendered to him, and wa§ the firft 
that fell off from the Romans. From thence ho turned 
towards Capua, the inhabitants of which city, thinking 
the time now come to fhake off the Roman yoke,> and 
recover their ancient liberty, fent deputies to treat with 
Hannibal, who promifed them an entire liberty and in- 
dependence. He, moreover, agreed to put into' their 
hands four hundred Roman knights, to be exchanged with 
the fame number of Capuan youths that were in the fer- 
yice of Rome. Upon thefe conditions the Capuans fur- Ca P u ? 
"rendered their city to Hannibal. As to the Roman gar- ftmnibaL 
rifon, the people contrived to (hut them up in the public 
baths, where they were fuffocated. When Hannibal 
made his entry, all the people crowded to meet him, ex- 
cept Decius Magi us, a friend of the Romans, and a fmall 
number of the nobility, among whom was Perola* the 
fon of Pacuvius, who had been the chief author of the 
revolt. Perola was afterwards obliged by his father to 
pay his homage to Hannibal ; but as he had imbibed the 
fentiments of Magi us, he afterwards* formed a defign to 
ftab the Carthaginian general at an entertainment. But 
Pacuvius, to -whom he impa/ted his intention, in hopes 
of gaining his confent, dhTuaded him from it ; and Han-? N 
nibal efcaped this danger. Next day the fenate of Capita 
being affembled, Hannibal complained to them of the dif* 
affection of Magius, who was thereupon delivered up to " 
)iim loaden with irons, and by his orders put on board a 
(tip bound for Carthage. The veffel being driven by a 
ftorm into the port of Cyrene, a city belonging to the 
king of Egypt, the illuftrious prifoner ran and embraced 
the ftatue of Ptolemy Philopator. The Carthaginians not 
daring to drag him from that fan&uary, he appealed to 
the king, and was conducted to Alexandria, where Pto- 
jetny received him with great humanity, and gave him 

f Liv. lib. xxiii. cap. 58—61/ 



460 



Mago re- 
citts Han- 
nibats vic- 
tories 10 the 
ftnmtt of 
Carthsgt 5 



minds 



Afdrubal 
ordered 
into Italy } 



The Roman Hiftoty. 

leave to return either to Capua, or to Rome ; but he chofe 
to continue at Alexandria, under the protection of his 
deliverer *. 

Hannibal difpatched his brother Mago to give an ac- 
count at Carthage of his fuccefs. He acquainted the fe~ 
nate, that Hannibal, in fix pitched battles, had killed two 
hundred thoufand Romans, and taken fifty thoufand pri- 
soners ; and that the Apulians, Brutians, Lucanians, and 
Campanians, had fubmitted to the Carthaginian domi- 
nion. So much good fortune feemed incredible ; and 
Mago was not believed, till he gave a glaring proof of it/ 
by Spreading abroad in the fenate-houfe a bufliel of rings, 
taken from th$ Roman knights and fenators. Having 
thus prepoflefled the fenate in favour of his brother, he 
proceeded to folicit fu<?cours for him, that he might be 
enabled to carry on fo fuccefsful a war. The requeft was 
approved, and the Barcan fa&ion triumphed. Himilco, 
the head of it, turning to Hanno, as it were to infult 
him, " Well, (faid he), ha3 the war turned to the difad- 
vantage of our country ? Muft we deliver up Hannibal to 
the Romans ?" 

Hanno, notwithftanding tbefe flattering appearances, 
made a very fenfible fpeech, recommending peace with 
the Romans, who, notwithftanding all thofe defeats, had 
as yet betrayed no figns of defpondency, nor made the 
leaft advance towards a fubmiffion to the vi&or. But, 
maugre all his remonftrances, an immediate fupply of 
four thoufand Numidians, forty elephants, and a thou- 
fand talents of filver, were, by a plurality of voices, de- 
creed for the army in Italy e . 

At the fame time, a commiflioner was fent with Mago 
into Spain, with powers to raife levies, to be equally di- 
vided between the Carthaginian armies in Spain and Italy. 
Afdrubal, who had juft obtained a fignal vi&ory over the 
revolted Spaniards, and fubdued the country of the Car- 
petani, was ordered to leave Spain, and march with his 
army to the afliftance of his brother in Italy. In his room 
Himilco was fent into Spain, with a competent army, and 
a fufficient number of gallics, to maintain the dominion 
of the feas. In the mean time the two Scipios, hearing 
that Afdrubal was advancing towards the Iberus^ in his 
way to the Pyrenees, and knowing of what dangerous 
•confequences it would be for Rome, that Hannibal (hould 
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receive fo ftrong a reinforcement, refolved to oppofe his 
paflage. With this view they pafled that river 5 and, hav- 
ing brought Afdrubal to a general engagement, gained a butisde- 
vi&ory, which prevented the Carthaginian for fome years f toted iu 
from penetrating into Italy. Thus the two Scipios, by Sfainb^ 
their viftories, and prudent conduft, in Spain, made 
Rome amends for the lofles ihe fuftained in Italy f . 

The di&ator Junius, and the fenate, encouraged by the 
news they received from Spain, carried on their prepara- 
tions for the next campaign with great expedition, while 
Hannibal was lofmg his time at Capua, captivated with 
the bewitching pleasures of that place. The di&ator re- 
leafed from prifon all criminals, and'perfons confined for 
debt, who were willing to enlift themfelves. Of thefe 
he formed a body of fix thoufand foot, ariried with the 
broad f words, and bucklers which had been formerly taken 
from the Gauls. Then the Roman army, to the num- 
ber of about twenty-five thoufand men, compofed, of 
citizens, flaves, and criminals, marched out of Rome, 
under the command of the diftator *. The remains of 
Varro's army, about fifteen thoufand men, were kept by , 
Marcellus at Cafiljnum, in readinefs to march whenever 
there (hould be occafion. . At length Hannibal began td 
move from Capua, in order to fubdue the reft of Campa- 
nia : he made a fruitlefs attempt upon Neapolis, and 
then turned towards Nola ; but the inhabitants of that 
city were kept fteady by the prefence of Marcellus, who, 
leaving Cafilinum, patted the Vulturous, crofled the 
mountains of SuefTala with incredible expedition, and un- 
expectedly appeared before Nola h . Then the Carthagi- 
nian, after having made another unfuccefsful attempt 
upon Neapolis, fell upon Nuceria, which, for want of 
provifions, was obliged to capitulate. Fpom Nuceria he 
returned to Nola, with a defign to befiege it, Marcellu* 
having ihut himfelf up in the place with all his troops. 

The inhabitants were much inclined to favour Hanni- 
bal ; and their afFedion for the Carthaginian was cheriihed 
by a young man of known valour, and great intereft 
among the people, named Bantius. He had ferved in thq 
Roman armies with credit, and fignalized himfelf at the 
battle of Cannae, fighting near the conful JEmilius, till, 
being covered. with wounds, he dropped down on the 
field of battle, where he was found next day, and brought 
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to flannibal. As none of r ^is ..wowwfc ^prosjjd ;rnp*tai,\ 
Hannibal, understanding that he wa,s a ^native, of «Npla* 
took great care of him, and, whe.n[he.W*s oused, ient 
him home without ranfom. This genprp^ty tya4,its due: 
ejffecT: on the mind .of Bantius. ; He r^et^rned to ^ipfa 
wholly in the Carthaginian jntereft,,#n$^ined.qyer,n^ny 
of the chief citizens to his, party. -Marcellus couUJiavc 
. e^fily jdejlrsyed .him, but he cbofe rather to gpin.hfra 
over. One clay, when he qame ,to -wait on , jyUrceJVjW* 
tbe,Rpmari,preteiiding npt.to Jknaw -him, a^edjhis^^flae, 
4C ]Vty#ame (replied, the* young warrior, witji a, gceak4eal 
of ..ropciefty ) 4s 3anti.u,s." " /What ! . are ,you the . feunou* 
B^tiu§, (anfwered the general) t fo much ; ceiebra^, :i at 
IJome ? I have often heard of y#u« It was not your ffljlt 
tjiat arRcwan conftil fell into ,fhe. enemy's han^. ; $ow 
touch, blood. did ,your lofe in.e^^avouring to. fayejhis J^&? 
What pleafure is it tp me,, to fee a#d embrace^ Ji^e 
man, who dpes honour to his cguntry, and may be the 
means of favi^ I$#me !" Then IS/f. arcellus . to, emb§a$£S 
added prefents, and rekindled in his heart Jlis at£acji* 
ment to Rjorne. The, recovery of this, man brought *aqany 
No.lar>s over t;o Marcellus, who was informed by t^e^n^f 
all t;he fecrets of the Carthagirrian, party *. 

.This was the, fit;uatipn of affairs ,at Npja,,when !fja^npi* 

^al. appeared before it, ,uot doubting t^hat he &ould fqon 

Become, mailer $i a place, in which bejjhaiijall thejpoptt- 

lace,, andmoft of the .nqtyUty, ,on his. fide. But.JVjIarceJ* 

lus.having^by, foun,d .pf taimpet, forbid £ay oJF . the cip* 

ze.asto approach the ramparts, or even. leave $eirrhoujis, 

Afarceltus on P* llt °f death, fallied out at three fevejal gates, -iei! 

gains an uiiexpe£edly upon Hannibal, killed five thoufand of ~ hjs 

M'Hantage men,., and obliged the /eft to retire in confufion. .In^this 

qtht Jlan- a^ign^wbic^h, revived, the, cqurage of the Rprnans, by 

m a% {hewing them that IJannitfld. was npt invipcjble, the n.nm- 

ber pf the^ killed on the fide pf the |lq$ans , ^mounted 

only to? five hundred. This.check .was.^/e^bje -rncmi- 

fojtfion to Hannibal, ,who tbeirqupon left -JSqla, js#d 

l&ajcJtad £0 .Accjrae, a-fmall cUy^in tfoat n^ighb9*fhfJo4 5 

but the. Acerjram', )Upon,,his approach,, aban^ped .t^U 

fioufes^and retired, wi^h their* moil valuable ^fe^fcoio 

thoie cities in Q?mpa.nia , which continued faithful tq^fee 

Rom^s. 

empty city of 'Acerr-ae, in order to recover his reputation^ 
1 Livt'lib. xxtii. cap. 15, 17* 18. Plut, in Marccll* 
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**hd(ertoAfc the^fitge of CafiHnum.a.ftrong town 00 tite Hannibal 
=banks *>f the Vulturnus, thinking it was garriibned by ^% et - 
^Campaniaas; bat a body of Praeneftines, having found Cw****** 
'the mhabitaiSts, as they paffed through their city, waver- 
ing in their fidelity to Rome, maffaered them in. the 
Eighty andr pefTdTed themfdrves: of the walls. -Thefe had 
been afterwards reinforced by about four hundred Peru- 
qfiaas from Hetruria, and a fmall number of Iiatins iand 
'Romans. As they were ;all men of ^bravery and pefolu- 
<tidn, • they made* foeh a vigorous defence, that tfaonibal 
Vwa* obliged, after Several fruitlefs attempts, to- turn- the furnrlftt 
< fiege» into a? blockade. Having therefore left part of his frgf into m 
. troops in t>he camp, as winter now approached, he;quar- *<***»#• 
uftered the reft m the villages arid open places of Campa- 
roia, while* 4ie took up his rcfidence in the voluptuous city 
-of Capua, where he imbibed a reltfh for pleasure, which Hannibaf 

• brought him 'to a level with the reft of mankind. The enervates 
*lefs he had' been«u&d to an effeminate life, the wore he k m f'lf** 
ifww indulged 'hrrwfeif in*fcj fpending moft part of ^his Ca P ua% 
**ime >in< feaftmg and revelling with the Capuan .women. 
lHe*was more frequently feen, fays Valerius Maximus !% 
>amo»g the - yoong debauchees, 'in a public place called 

• Seplafia, tban in his camp before CafrHnum. Seplafia 
was a public piaee in* Capua, wither: all the debauchees 

•reformed \ arid any Roman, for barely appearing in it, 

^would have i been counted infamous *. Thus Capua; 
^proved morei fatal to Hannibal than Cannae to the Ro- 
dmans. All the ancients reproach him more for the life 
-he led< at Capua, than for his Having negle&ed to befiege 
ijRome> after the battle of-Cann«. The exasriple of the 

general infeded the foldtery ; infomueh that, when he led! 
>>them again in the fpring to the (iegei of Cafilinum, he 
' found 'them quite altered, and impatient of military totta 

They "were followed by troops of difiblute women \ and* 
« thinking it a >hardihip to live irr> tents, they deferted ir* 

crowds, and returned to Capua, and the other places in 

• Campania, where they had ipent the winter fo much ta 
their &tisfa£tion. Hannibal, inftead of attempting to 

eftorm the befieged town, endeavoured to- reduce -it by fa* 
-mine; and indeed the garrifon was brought tothe.ut- 
G moft extremity for want of provisions. Two Roman ar- 
♦ J i*iies were within* reach of the place, but neither in, a 
--condition to relieve it. The di&ator Junius was foon re* 
■galled to Rome, to confult new aufpices ; and had forbid, 

* VaL Max, IHMx^cap. *• l Vide Cic* in Pifonem. 

" Ufot* 
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■ ~ beforfe his departure, Sempronius, his- general of *tto 
horfe, to undertake any thing during his abfence. Thfc 
brave Marcellus was willing to relieve the befieged at all 
events \ but the inhabitants of Nola would not fuffer him 
to leave them, imagining, that the blockade of Cafilinura 
was only a feint, and that Hannibal's real aim was tare* 
duce their city. 
Brave de- 'In the mean time, the garrifon of Cafilinum were 
fence of the fcarce able to carry their arms : many of them, to avoid 
&%}& °f perifliing with hunger, or falling into Hannibal's hands, 
Www. put an end to their unhappy lives. Sempronius, greatly 
affe&ed with their diftrefs, endeavoured to relieve tbem, 
by throwing firft barrels of meal, and afterwards nuts, 
into the Vulturnus, which rah through the town. This 
artifice being difcovered, and all inethods of fupplying 
the city entirely flopped, Hannibal fummoned the garri- 
fon tt> furrender ; but thofe brave men, preferring death 
to flavery, would not hearken to his fummons, though 
their hunger did not fuffer them to fpare any animal 
Reduced whatfoever, not even rats ; at length they pulled off the 
to the uu fkins of their bucklers, foftened them in water, and lived 
mtflextrt- U p 0n them with great frugality ; laftly, to give the enemy 
mit J' a proof of their conftancy and refolution, they plowed up 

the ground near their houfes, and fowed it with pulfe. 
When Hannibal heard this circumftance, he cried out, 
" What, then ! do the befieged defign to keep me here 
Obliged to **\l t ^ e ^ r ^^ ls come to maturity ?" From that time he 
capitulate, fliewed himfelf inclined to, confent to a capitulation, 
which was foon agreed to by both parties, on this condi- 
t tion, that the freemen fliould be allowed to march out of 
the town, upon their paying feven ounces of gold a-head ■• 
Thus Hannibal made himfelf matter of Cafilinum, after a 
long blockade, during which the Prseneftines and Pcru- 
, fians exhibited proofs of aftonifliing refolution. The in- 
habitants of Petilia, a city in the country of the Brutiaw, 
which Hannibal befieged next, gave him as much trouble 
Vetilia as the garrifon of Cafilinum ; but was taken at laft, the Ro- 
likewtfe mans not being in a condition to fend them fuccours n . 
taken. As the beft part of the R oman nobility had loft their lives 

in the war, the fenators began to think of filling up the va- 
cant places in the fenate ; and, becaufe there were then no 
cenfors, they ordered Terentius Varro to nominate tome 
• perfon, who had been formerly cenfor, to be a fecond 01c* 
s tator, whole office fhould he wholly confined. to. this pro- 
vince.. Terentius, named M. Fabius Buteo, the oldeit 01 
.' , %tiv, lib. xxiil, cap. 19. < ' "» Ibid. cap. ao. . 
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ttie former -cenfors ; but did iiot allow him a general of 
the hbrfe. Fabius discharged his office with great pru- 
dence ; for he firft chofe to the fenatorial dignity all thofe, 
who, fince the laft cenfors, had obtained curule magiftra- 
cies ; then thofe, without exception, who had been tri- 
bunes of the people,/ plebeian aediles, or quxftors •, and 
laftly, fuch as had diftinguifhed themfelves in the army, 
or obtained any military rewards from their generals. 
Thus a hundred and feventy-feven new fenators were creat- 
ed wkhout jealoufy, complaints, or contention ; and the 
di&ator had no fooner read the lift to the people than 
he abdicated his dignity, highly applauded by all ranks of 
men °. 

The fenate being thus filled up, the next bufinefs was 
to choofe confuls for the enfuing year. Sempronius Grac- 
chus, general of horfe to the dictator Junius, and Pofthu- 
mius Albinus, who commanded a body of troops in Cifal- 
pine Gaul, were raifed to the confulate. After the elec- 
tion of the confuls, the praetors, and other officers of 
ftate, were appointed ; but in all thefe promotions Mar- 
cellus, notwithftanding the glory he had lately acquired, 
was entirely forgot, through the jealoufy, as fome wri- 
ters Conjefture, of the dictator Junius, who prefided at 
the ele&ion of the new magiftrates. The ele&ions being 
over, the di£tator returned to his camp ; but the conful 
Sempronius continued in Rome to regulate with the fe- 
nate the operations of the approaching campaign. In 
the mean time, news were brought to Rome, that Poft- 
humius Albinus, who was juft raifed to the confulate a 
third time, had been cut off with all his army by the Boii 
in a vaft foreft, called by the Gauls, the foreft of Litana, 
which he had been obliged to crofs. Upon this intelli- 
gence the conful Sempronius, having affembled the fe- 
nate, endeavoured to raife their dejeded fpirits, advifing 
them, among other things, to withdraw all their forces 
from Gaul and other countries, and employ them againft 
Hannibal, the fource of all their evils. <c If we can drive 
Hannibal out of Italy, (faid he), the rebellious nations 
will be foon reduced." This advice was followed, and 
all the troops of the republic ordered into the provinces 
near Hannibal. The army which the didtator Junius liad 
commanded was given to the conful Sempronius. Mar- 
cell us's army, which confided of thofe who had efcaped 
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the general flaughter at Cannae, wa& commanded into Si- 
cily, to continue there as long as the war fhould laft in 
Italy. In exchange for them, the two legions, which had 
hitherto ferved in Sicily, were ordered to Italy, to fervc 
under the conful, whom the centuries were foon to ap-" 
point in the room of Pofthumius, who had been killed by 
the Boii. Terentiu$ Varro, notwithstanding his late 
nufeonduft, was entrufted with the command of an army 
in Apulia, with the chara&er of proconfui ". 

When the time came for electing a new conful, the 
tribes unanimoufly chofe Marcellus, n6t with (landing the 
intrigues of Sempronius, who, fearing he might be eclipf- 
ed by the extraordinary merit of that great man, had kept 
him out of the way* However, a ftorm, attended with 
dreadful claps of thunder, happening to rife during the 
affembly, it is incredible with what greedinefs the augurs 
feized this accident, to declare, that the ele&ion of Mar- 
cellus was not agreeable to the gods. Marcellus was a 
plebeian, as Was alfo his colleague Sempronius ; and the 
patricians, unwilling to fee two plebeians confuls at the 
fame time, influenced the augurs to pronounce the elec- 
tion of Marcellus difagreeable to the gods. But the peo- 
ple would not have acquiefced in the declaration of the 
augurs, had not Marcellus (hewed himfelf on this occafion 
as zealous a republican as he was a great commander ; for 
he refufed to accept the fafces, though offered ,him by the 
body of the people 5 faying, that he had rather lead a 
private life than enjoy the greateft honours in the repub- 
lic, contrary to the will of the gods, and the inclination 
of any of his fellow-citizens. The famous Fabius Maxi- 
mus was chofen in his room, and raifed a third time to 
the confulate °. 

While the republic was bufy in making thefe elections, 
and preparations for purfuing the war, Hannibal made 
himfelf mafter of Confentia oh the Crathis, of Crotona, 
Locri, and feveral other cities in Great Greece. The 
Romans, therefore, took the field. Fabius put himfelf 
at the head of thofe troops which the late dictator had 
commanded. Sempronius took the command of the new 
levies made at Rome, confiding moftly of flaves, to whom 
were added twenty-five thdufand auxiliaries. The praetor 
Lsevipus was ordered to cover Apulia with two legions. 
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Marcdltis was appointed to command the troops with 
which he had defended Nola ; but fuch among them as 
had efcaped from the battle of Cannse, were fent over to 
Sicily, their room being fupplied by two legions from that 
iftand. Laftly, Terentius Varro led an army into Pice- 
num to defend that country, and raife recruits. 

Campania being now the feat of war, the Campanians, 
who had efpoufed flie caufe of Hannibal, raifed ah army 
of fourteen thoufand men, and pUp^Iarius Alfius at the 
head of it. His firft attempt was upon the city of Cu- 
mse, which adhered to the Romans. The Cumsean fena- 
tors, and thofe of the other cities of Campania, ufed an- 
nually to meet at a place called Hamae, not far from 
Cumae, to perform a folemn facrifi'ce, and deliberate upon 
the general affairs of the province. Alfius formed a 
fcheme for furprifing on this occafion the fenators of 
Cumse; but they fufpefting his defign, gave notice of it 

t* to the conful Sempronius, who, as he lay within fix 

miles of them, attacked the Campanian army in the 

ff Tiight, killed two thoufand, among whom was theijgf 

leader Alfius, and put the reft to flight. However, a*»" 
• Hannibal was not far diftant, Sempronius, unwilling to 
** expofe his unexperienced troops to the danger of a battle,' 
immediately retired, and (hut himfelf up in Cumae, which 
Hannibal inverted ; but was obliged to raife the fiege, 
after he had loft thirteen hundred men in that unfuc- 
cefsful attempt. At the fame another Sempronius, 
furnamed Longus, who commanded a body of troops in 
Lucania, gained a confiderable viftory over Hanno ; and 
Lxvinus retook three cities in the country of the Hir- 
pini, which had revolted' to Hannibal p. During thefe 
tranfaftions, ambafladors from Philip king of Macedon 
to Hannibal being intercepted, and fent to Rome, the 
fenate found, that a treaty of alliance offenfive and de- 
fenfive was aftually concluded between the Macedonian 
and Carthaginian. In order, therefore, to keep the for- 
mer out of Italy, liaevinus was ordered to embark atTa- 
rentum, fail for Macedon, and find king Philip employ- 
ment at home. 

Fabius, who had hitherto continued quiet in his camp 
at Cale, being apprifed that his rival's remiflhefs was ndt 
feigned, as he had imagined, but real, boldly paffed the 
Vulturnus, and, croffing a large plain near MountJJfifata, 
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on which Hannibal was encamped, joined his colleague 
Sempronius at Cumae. On the other hand Marcellus, 
who was encamped at Nola, made daily incurfions into 
the country of the Hirpini and Samnites, who had revolted 
to Hannibal, committing dreadful devaftations. The 
Samnites, furprifed to find Hannibal fo inactive, and fo 
little zealous in their defence, fent deputies, and, by their 
repeated complaints, prevailed upon him to come to their 
afliftance. Upon his approach Marcellus retired behind 
the walls of Nola, which Hannibal immediately inverted 
with his whole army. After he had, for fome days, bat- 
tered the walls with incredible fury, Marcellus, thinking 
it lefs dangerous to engage the enemy in the open field 
than in the narrow ftreets of Nola, the walls being already 
half ruined, refolved to put the whole to the iffue of a 
general aflion. Accordingly he marched out with hi* 
men in good order ; and, after having obliged the Cartha- 
ginians, who were carrying on the fiege, to retire to their 
camp, which was about a mile from the city, he formed 
his fmall army in the plain between it and the Carthagi- 
nian camp. Hannibal could not perfuade himfelf that 
Marcellus, whofe forces were fo much inferior in number 
to his own, really defigned to hazard a battle ; however, , 
after having encouraged his men 'with a ftiort «harangue, 
in which he treated the Romans x with the utmoft con- 
tempt, he advanced boldly, riot doubting but the enemy 
would retire, at the fight of his army in battalia, behind 
the walls of the city. He was, therefore, greatly far- 
prifed, when he faw the Romans not only Hand their 
ground, but, at the very firft onfetj put his advanced 
guard into diforder. Marcellus had armed his infantry 
with long pikes, ufed only at fea, and chiefly in boarding 
(hips, and taught them how to manage this new kind of 
weapon, in order to keep the enemy at a diftance ; fo 
that the Carthaginians, who earned only ftiort javelins, 
finding it impoffible to hurt the Romans, while they 
themfelves were pierced through with their long pikes, 
began to retire, and to fave themfelves by flight to their 
camp. Marcellus purfued them clofe, killed five thou- 
fand, and took fix hundred prifoners, nineteen ftandards, 
and two elephants, which, with fome others, had been 
lately fent from Carthage. Marcellus loft about a thou- 
fand flgen, who were trod down by the Numidian horfc, 
hoadel'by Hannibal in perfon 4. 



* Liv. lib. xxiii. cap. 45, 46. 



The 



the Roman Hijlory. 

The Romans^ encouraged by this advantage, afked 
leave of their general to attack Hannibal's camp ; but the 
wife Marcellus, without attending to their requeft, found- 
ed a retreat, and returned to Nola, which he entered 
amidft the acclamations of the citizens. After this de- 
feat, Hannibal had the farther mortification to be aban- 
doned by twelve hundred and feventy-two of his beft 
horfe, partly Spaniards and partly Numidians, who haa* 
crofled the Alps with him. Some difcontent was the oc- 
caficoi of their defertion; but they gave out, that the 
efteem they had conceived for the Romans induced them, 
to quit the fervice of their enemies. Be that as it will, 
they continued ever after faithful to the republic, and did 
her important fervices j for which they Were, in their old 
age, rewarded wijch lands in their own countries, when 
the Romans had conquered Africa and Spain. Hannibal 
was fo touched with the reproach which this defertion of 
his old companions in victory threw upon him, that he Jeft 
Campania, and, retiring into Apulia, encamped near 
Arpi. He was no fooner gone than Fabius, drawing 
near to Capua, laid wafte the whole country about it, and 
then encamped at Sueffula, within reach of Naples arid 
Nola, in order to fuccour them in cafe they flioiild be 
attacked. Winter approaching, Fabius, either out of 
jealoufy, or to leflen the expences of the republic, ordered 
Marcellus to difband his army, and to leave in Nola only 
a fufficient garrifon to defend it. Marcellus obeyed, but 
did not go to Rome with his difbanded troops, choofing 
rather to ftay at Nola than to be importuned at Rome by 
his ftends, who were for his foliciting the confulate in 
the next eleftion. As he had contributed more to the 
glory of the republic, and the ^ifcredit of Hannibal, than 
all the generals of Rome, or even Fabius, he was refolved 
to owe his promotion to his merit and fervices ; and there- 
fore, difdaining to offer him (elf as a candidate in the cp- 
mitia, or to court the favour of the people, he fpent the 
winter in tranquility it Nola •. 

During thefe tranfa&ions in Italy, the praetor, Manlius 
Torquatus, defeated the Sardinians, who had revolted, 
though affifted by an army fent from Carthage, under 
the command of Afdrubal, furnamed the Bald : he killed 
twelve thoufand of the enemy upon the fpot, took Afdru- 
bal, with Hanno and Mago, his chief officers, prifoners, 
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and reduced the whole ifland. 'The two Scipios were 
equally fuccefsful in their wars in Spain, where, with an 
army only of fixteen thoufand men, they gained a victory 
over Afdrubal, whofe forces amounted to the number of 
fixty thoufand r . But the accounts which the fenate re* 
ceived from Sicily, were not fo fatisfa&ory. King Hiero, 
who had continued faithful to the republic for fifty years 
together, had lately ended his days, and was fucceeded 
by his grandfon, Hieronymus, who, having infulted the 
Roman ambafiadors, made a treaty of alliance with the 
Carthaginians, and was entirely governed by their coun- 
sels. This defeftion gave no fmall uneafinefs to . the 
fenate, who ordered new levies to be raifed and fent into 
Sicily u . 

Mean while, the confular year being almoft expired, Fa- 
bius returned to Rome, to prefide at the ele&ion of the 
new confuls. On the day appointed the tribes aiTembled, 
and the majority of the firft tribe that voted, nominated 
to the confulfhip T. Otacilius and M. ^Emilius Regillus, 
both men of merit, but not of fuch abilities as the prefent 
neceflities required, Fabius, therefore, interrupting the 
'£le£tion for a fhort time, exhorted the tribes to choofe 
fuch cojifuls as they would name, if they were to appoint 
two generals to give Hannibal battle. As to thofe they had 
already named, he told them, that he could not be fo par* 
tial to them, as to think them capable of oppofing with 
fuccefs, the crafty and experienced African. He then 
ordered the firft tribe to return to the voting-place, and 
give their fulTrages anew. Otacilius, who was nearly re- 
lated to Fabius, made, at firft, fome oppofition to this 
propofal ; but the liftors, furrounding him with their 
axes, foon forced him tobe filent. Then the tribes una- 
nimoufly chofe Fabius himfelf, and Claudius Marcellus, 
though abfent w . Rome' had never feen two greater men 
together at the head of affairs. Fabius had, indeed, by 
an irregular method of proceeding, contributed to his 
own. continuance in the confular dignity, contrary to law 
and cuftom ; but yet no one accufed him of ambition 
or tyranny, or imagined him aftuated by any other mo% 
tive than that of zeal for his country. The firft ftep 
the new confuls took, was to raife fix legions, to be added 
to the twelve already on the eftablifhment. As the Sici- 
lian expedition fe£med to require .mod difpatch, Otacilius 
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was ordered to embark with all expedition for that ifland* 
In order to equip a fleet for that fervice, each head of a 
family, worth from fifty thoufand to a hundred thoufand 
afes, was obliged to maintain a. rower or failor, at his 
own expence, for fix months ; and the more wealthy were 
taxed at three, five, or feven, in proportion to their riches. 
The fenators obliged themfelves to maintain eight men, 
each for one year* fothat a fleet was foon manned and 
equipped without being any ways chargeable to the, re- 
public w . 

The Capuans, alarmed at the extraordinary number of Hannibal 
"the forces of the republic commanded by fo many able ge- returns tut* 
nerals, recalled Hannibal, who, quitting Apulia, and re- £*"*/*««• 
turning to his camp on Mount Tifata, ordered Hanno, 
at the head of feventeen thoufand foot, and twelve hun^ 
dred horfe, to feize Beneventum : but Sempronius^ by 
the direction of Fabius, having reached that city before 
the Carthaginian, made himfelf mailer of it, and then 
marched to meet Hanno, in order to give him battle. 
Sempronius's army confided moftly of volones ; and the 
general, in order to engage them to exert themfelves, 
promifed every man his freedom who ihould bring of! the 
head of an enemy, the fenate having impowered him to 
fet at liberty fuch flaves as he Ihould find worthy of that 
reward. No foldiers ever fhewed a^ greater eagernefs to 
engage an enemy than th^ volones did after Sempronius 
had made them this promife. They ranged themfelves 
round the pretorium by break of day, foliciting the ge- 
neral to lead them again ft the enemy, that they might de- 
liver themfelves from flavery either by death or vi&ory. 
Sempronius did not fufler their ardour to coi>l, but imme- Sempronius 
diately led them into a neighbouring plain, through which advances 
Hanno was to pafs, as Sempronius had been imformed, °S ain fi 
on his march to Beneventum, not knowing that the Ro- Hanno * 
mans were already matters of that city. Accordingly, 
the Roman army were fcarce drawn up, when Hanno ap- 
peared at the head of feventeen thoufand foot, moftly 
Brutians and Lucanians, and twelve hundred Numidian 
horfe. The Carthaginian advanced in good order into the 
plain, not doubting but he (hould foon put to the rout a 
handful of flaves accuftomed to tremble, as he told his 
foldiers, at the voice of their mafters. In the mean time 
the trumpets founded, and the attack began with incre* 

w Liv. lib. xxiv. cap. it. Val. Max. lib. v. cap. 6. 
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ditye fury on both fides. The volones fought with great 
bravery ; but the promife Sempronius made them had like 
to have occafioned an entire defeat of his army. He had 
promifed liberty to fuch only as ' carried off the head of 
an enemy: as foon, therefore, as any of them had dis- 
patched his antagonift, he made it his whole bufinefsto 
put off his head, and loft a great deal of time in that 
butchery, Befides, the ardor of thofe who had performed 
the condition on which they were to obtain ^heir liberty, 
immediately abated ; fo that Sempronius was forced to 
publifh a new declaration through all the ranks of his 
army,. " That none fliould obtain their liberty unlefs the 
Carthaginians were routed," Upon this intimation the 
brave flaves renewed the fight with frefli vigour, and 
gained fo complete a vi&ory, that fcarce two thoufand of 
the enemy efcaped. Sixteen thoufand.of them were killed 
either on the field of battle, or in the camp, which the 
volones forced, after they driven them out of the plain. 
Four thoufand of Sempronius's flaves did not behave fo 
well as the reft, being afraid to purfue the enemy to their 
camp: thefe, afhamed of their cowardice, retired, after 
the battle, to a high mountain, for fear of becoming the 
jeft of their companions. Sempronius fent a tribune to 
invite them back; and then, to perform his promife, de? 
tlared them all ftee without exception : however, to make 
fome diftin£Hon between the brave and the cowards, he 
obliged the latter to take their meals ftanding, all tha 
time they were in the fervice *. 

In the mean time Hannibal, leaving his camp on Mount 
Tifata, took his route to Nola, invited thither by the 
populace, who were ftill in his intereft, in oppofition to 
the fenate. Marcellus, receiving timely notice of his 
march, followed, and coming up with him near that city, 
killed two thoufand of rfis men, with the lofs only of four 
hundred. The Romans would, in all likelihood, have 
given him a total overthrow, had Claudius Nero, whom 
the confulhad detached with a body of horfe to take a 
large compafs, and fall upon the Carthaginians in the rear 
during the aftion, come up in time. Marcellus offered 
Hannibal battle next day, but he declined it, and decamp- 
ed in the night, laying afide all thoughts of taking Nola, 
which had fo often proved fatal to his glory ?. From Nola 
he led his army to Tarentum, where fome Tarentine pri- 

x Liv. lib. xxiv. cap. 14—16. r Id, ibid. cap. 17. 
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feners, whom he had formerly fent home without fanfoni, 
had engaged many young men' in his intereft ; but the 
propraetor, Laevinus, who guarded that coaft, took fuch ef- 
fectual meafures to prevent the defigns of the fa£Hous, that 
* the Carthaginian, being again difappointed, abandoned the 
cnterprize, and took the road to Salapia, a city in Apulia, 
with a defign to, fpend the winter there. As the feafon was Fabius 
not yet far advanced, Fabius undertook the fiege of Cafi-' beJUges 
linum> which was garrifoned by two thoufand Campa- CaJUinum. 
nians, and feven hundred Carthaginians, under the com- 
mand of a Capuan of diftin&ion, named Statius Metius* 
The conful had no fooner invefted the place, than Ma- 
gius, praetor of Capua, which was but two miles from 
Cafilinum, formed a ftrong body of troops, and armed 
even the flaves, with a defign to attack the Romans in 
their trenches. Fabius, receiving intelligence of thefe 
preparations, wrote to his colleague Marcellus, either to 
come in perfon, or to fend the praetor Sempronius with 
two legions, to cover the fiege. In confequence of this 
demand, Marcellus, leaving only two thoufand men in 
Nola (for Hannibal was then in winter-quarters, in Apu- 
lia), marched with the reft of his army to join Fabius. 
And now the two greateft generals of Rome a&ed together 
for the firft time, the one carrying on the fiege, and^the 
other covering it with an army, ready to engage Hanni- 
bal, or the Capuans, in cafe they fhould attempt to re- 
lieve the place. 

The garrifon made fo vigorous a defence, that Fabius, 
ch'fcouraged by the daily flaughter of his men, would 
have railed the fiege, had not Marcellus prefied him to 
purfue it ; an advice which he followed with fuch vigour, 
that the Campanians, having loft all hopes of being re- 
lieved either by Hannibal, or their praetor Magius, fent 
deputies to Fabius, afking leav# to march out of the 
place, and return to Capua. The conful confented to what 
they aiked, knowing it would not be long before the city 
furrendered, when defended only by a fmall number 
of Carthaginians : but Marcellus, watching the time 
when the Campanians were to march out of the city, 
feized the gate before fifty of them were out, and en- 
tering the place, put all who oppofed him to the fword, Cafilinum 
without diftin£tion. Thofe who threw down their arms, r f t4 £ en ^ 
whether Capuans, or Carthaginians, were made prifoners J n ?~ 
of war, and fent to Rome, Marcellus pretending that he 
was not obliged to obferve the agreement made by his 
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colleague* Fabius, bemg now mafter of Cafilinum, lafi 
wafte great part of Campania, killed, or took prifoners, 
near twenty-five thoufand men, made incurfions into 
Samnium, where he furprifed three hundred and feventy . 
Roman deferters, and fent them to Rome, where. they 
were firft beaten with rods, and then thrown down the 
Tarpeian rock. Fabius had alfo the fatisfa&ion to hear, 
that his fon had gained great honpur in Apulia, where 
lie took the city of Accua, almoft in fight of the Cartha- 
ginian army. Marcellus returned to Nola, where he was 
feized with a diftemper which, for fome time, fufpended 
liis martial ardor *. 

In the mean time Philip, king of Macedon, who, as 
we have obferved above, had concluded an offenfive and 
defenfive alliance with Hannibal, began to mtove, and 
draw towards Italy. He firft laid fiege to Apollonia, a 
city at the head of the Adriatic fea ; but not fucceed- 
ing in, that defign, he turned his arms againft Oricum. 
The inhabitants immediately fent notice of their danger 
to the praetor Laevinus, who, in two days after the news, 
arrived in their neighbourhood. Finding the city already 
taken, he eafily recovered it ; then formed a defign of 
furprifing the king of Macedon in his camp ; and exe- 
cuted it with fuch fuccefs, that Philip himfelf would 
have fallen into the praetor's hands, had riof a party of 
Macedonians carried him off", half-naked, to his (hips. 
Laevinus killed about three thoufand Macedonians, and 
took near twice that number of prifoners. The Mace- 
donian fleet, which lay in the port of Oricum, being 
blocked up by the Roman navy, Philip was obliged to 
fet fire to his (hips, and return by land to his own terri- 
. tories with the miferable remains of his mattered army ". 
But Hannibal foon made himfelf amends for this difap- 
pointment on the fide* of Macedon, by the troubles he ' 
found means to raife in Sicily ; where, after feveral plots, 
counterplots, and afiaflinations, Hippocrates, and Epicy- 
des, the two agents whom the Carthaginians had fent to 
make a treaty with king Hieronymus were by the Syra- 
cufans chofen into the college of praetors ; fo that Syra- 
cufe, being now wholly devoted to the Carthaginian in- 
tereft, it was thought neceflary to fend Marcellus with 
his army from Nola to the affiftance of Claudius and 



y Liv. lib. xxiv. cap. 19. Plut. in Fab. 
dtp. 40. 
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Lentulus, the two Roman pnetor| in Sicily. As to the 
particulars of this expedition, we refer our readers to our 
hiftory of Sicily. 

In Spain the two Scipios gained great advantage over Ad<van* 
tht? Carthaginians, who, in two battles, loft above twen- tages 
ty thoufand men. The fruit of thefe fuccefles was the gained by 
retaking pf Saguntum, the city which had given rife to ** e . / . <w . 
the war. The old inhabitants, of whom few were now spjfa** 
alive, were reinftated in their pofleffions ; and the Tur- 
detani, who had formerly joined Hannibal againft that 
faithful city, being obliged to furrender at difcretion, 
were made flaves, and fold by auftion a . , 

* Liv. lib. xxiv* cap 41. 



** 



END OF THE TENTH VOLUME. 




% •'• 



1 



* 'V 



J 



z 






*' 



•J, 

I 

t 



JL* ^m J 



r 



